AVITA PRO FIDE
SUMMER 2014

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE EDMUNDIAN ASSOCIATION

NO.115

THE HISTORY OF ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE BOOK
THE HIGHLY ANTICIPATED LAUNCH
See page 4

2

THE HISTORY OF

ST EDMUND’S
COLLEGE
WRITTEN BY
FR NICHOLAS SCHOFIELD

England’s oldest
catholic school
from 1568

NOW
AVAILABLE
TO BUY
HOW TO ORDER YOUR COPY
Please send your name, postal and email addresses, the number of books you require and your preference for collecting
or receiving your order by post, along with a cheque for £30 per book (covers UK postage only) payable to St Edmund’s
College, to:
Alumni Office, St Edmund's College, Old Hall Green, Ware SG11 1DY
You can also order your book online using Paypal on the College website: www.stedmundscollege.org

WELCOME

AVITA PRO FIDE
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE EDMUNDIAN ASSOCIATION
SUMMER 2014

CONTENTS

FROM THE CHAIRWOMAN
I am delighted to have this opportunity to pen a note
to you all. It is a great honour to have been elected as
the first woman Chair of The Edmundian Association
and I offer my heartfelt thanks to all those who have
sent their good wishes. I am also extremely grateful
to all the Committee Members who work so tirelessly
for the Association and have been so supportive
and encouraging.

WELCOME
WELCOME TO FATHER
PETER LYNESS

4

WELCOME TO THE
ALUMNI OFFICER

4

EVENTS
WELCOME TO FATHER
PETER LYNESS

4

WELCOME TO THE
ALUMNI OFFICER

4

THE BOOK LAUNCH

6

THE LONDON DINNER

8

THE STAR REUNION

9

2006 LEAVERS’ REUNION

10

LEAVERS’ DINNER

11

FEATURES
40 YEARS OF GIRLS AT
ST EDMUND’S

12

WW1 UPDATE

13

HISTORY CORNER

14

MURIEL DANIEL’S STORY

17

NEWS
A LETTER FROM THE HEADMASTER 18
OE NEWS

20

FAREWELL TO NANCY SCOTT

23

IN MEMORIAM

23

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

THE EDMUNDIAN ASSOCIATION
ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE
OLD HALL GREEN
WARE, HERTFORDSHIRE
SG11 1DS, UK
www.edmundianassociation.org.uk
© THE EDMUNDIAN ASSOCIATION, 2014

We are blessed with a diversity of talent on the Committee and it is wonderful to see the
range of ages and professions represented there. Different Committee Members work on
their own projects and enthusiasms and give generously of their own time. There is, of
course, always room for new flair and if you have an Edmundian project you would like to
run or be part of, please do get in touch.
For those of you who do not know me, I have taught English at the College since 1994
when I arrived at St Edmund’s through an unexpected change to my pattern of life. Prior
to that I had always worked in Inner City Schools and I was certainly more surprised than
anyone to find myself in the leafy environs of the College that has since come to mean so
much to me. I joined the Edmundian Committee in 2004 when I took on the role of Head
of Rhetoric. Catholic history has always interested me and I never cease to be moved by
the fact that, instead of traditional honours boards in the Ambulacrum, we have gold-leafed
dedications to those who gave their lives for their faith. It is a powerful message. My
dissertation for my MA involved a consideration of whether Shakespeare harboured
Catholic allegiances at a time when it was incredibly dangerous to do so. Whilst the
evidence from the plays in not conclusive, his property dealings – buying into Catholic
strongholds through convoluted legal processes – are certainly very interesting.
It somehow feels rather unfashionable and perhaps trivial to say that your favourite
author is Shakespeare. However, in this wonderful year in which we celebrate his 450th
birthday I am going to nail my colours to the mast and declare myself one of his biggest
fans. But, of course, in 2018 there will be another very significant 450th birthday
celebration – that of St Edmund’s College. It will be a great year in the life of the College.
Already lots of really exciting events and projects are in the pipeline and I feel privileged
to be in on the planning stages of them all.
Whilst enjoying the – dare I say – ‘old boys’ atmosphere which exists in some quarters of
the Edmundian Community I am anxious to widen and vary the nature of events on offer
to Edmundians. I have significant contacts with many recent leavers and whilst wishing
to retain all that is excellent in the ethos of the Association as it exists, I am keen to
promote events that will appeal to a wide cohort. I have already worked with others to
put together two celebrations in which Edmundians from different generations have
gathered to wine and dine together and to discuss their memories of Edmundia.

Continued >
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WELCOME

FROM THE PRESIDENT – Continued

WELCOME TO
On the very evening of penning this missive I am
eagerly anticipating the return of a group of the
Leavers of 2013 who will gather at St Edmund’s to
celebrate their time at the College and meet up with
some of their former teachers and Members of the
Committee.
I am also pleased to have this opportunity to
‘plug’ the proposed Edmundian trip to India which is
featured elsewhere in this magazine. I have travelled
to India many times, both with adult groups and
with students, and through the dedication of Mr
Mohana, a former Headteacher and now a maths
teacher at the College we have always had the most
spectacular time and seen and experienced events
that would not be available to other tourists. This
really will be an amazing trip –an adventure not to
be missed – and I would ask you, once you have
read the extraordinary proposed itinerary, to drop
me a line if you have any questions or would like to
express an interest. It promises to be a trip that you
will never forget.
I have a profound love of all things Edmundian and
I end as I began – expressing my gratitude at having
been accorded the chance to serve as Chairwoman
of The Edmundian Association. I look forward to
working and relaxing with as many of you as
possible in the coming years.

FATHER
PETER LYNESS
The Headmaster, Mr Durán,
is pleased to announce that
the Archbishop has made the appointment from the
Diocese of Westminster to the College of our new resident
Priest, Father Peter Lyness.
Father Lyness has spent over twenty years in parishes throughout Hertfordshire and
therefore knows the area very well. He is very happy to be joining us and thoroughly
looking forward to this new chapter of his priesthood at St Edmund’s.
Since joining us at St Edmund’s he has been meeting the children through masses
and the chaplaincy committee as he starts to help us to continue the development
of Catholic life of St Edmund’s.
Since Father Pinot’s passing in June 2013 we have been supported by a number of
priests to whom we extend our grateful thanks. Some have supported us with our
masses and other support us on long term projects such as Fr Nicholas Schofield,
author of our new book, ‘A History of St Edmund’s College’ and Fr Peter Harris
currently archiving our museum’s collection

Avita Fro Fide!

WELCOME TO THE
MAGGIE MCCANN
CHAIRWOMAN OF THE EDMUNDIAN ASSOCIATION

NEW ALUMNI
OFFICER
We are pleased to announce
the appointment of our new Alumni Officer, Jo Beatty
(OE 88-93) and welcome her back to the College.
Jo had been forging a successful career in advertising for the past 14 years working in
London before taking up her new post. After having her baby, Reuben born August
2012, she decided that an hour and a half commute each way to the office and working full time did not leave much time for family life and looked for something
a little nearer home.
“I decided I needed to find a job that was closer to home and I was keen to find something that was fun but also fulfilling – you can become quite cynical and jaded trying
to flog various products to the masses! I saw this role advertised and I thought it
sounded perfect – helping to keep alive old school friendships long after people have
left the College. My close circle of friends are the people that I met here at St Edmund’s
and these continue to be the most solid of my friendships. I hope to be able to help
other OE’s maintain their links to the College and old school friends too.”

NEWS

A HEADSTONE FOR
FR MICHAEL PINOT DE MOIRA
It is now over a year since our dearly missed College chaplain and friend Fr Michael Pinot
de Moira was laid to rest in the crypt under the College chapel. A headstone has been
placed outside the entrance to the crypt to mark his burial within and more will be added
to this spot to make it a pleasant area to visit to pray for Fr Pinot and the other
Edmundians buried nearby.
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THE OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE BOOK:

THE HISTORY OF
ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE
In the presence of his Eminence Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Friday 28th March
saw the official launch of the ‘The History of St Edmund’s College’ written by
Father Nicholas Schofield, Diocesan archivist and parish priest at Our Lady of
Lourdes and St Michael, Uxbridge.
Both the Cardinal and Father Schofield
spoke movingly about the rich history
of St Edmund’s, so key to the preservation
of the thriving Catholic faith in England.
The book traces the fascinating journey from
the College’s 16th Century roots in Northern
France and Hampshire to the flourishing
community which exists today thanks to the
efforts of such luminaries as Cardinal William
Allen and the Douay Martyrs, Challoner,
Stapleton, Talbot, Poynter, Douglass, Ward,
Bourne, Knox and many, many others.
The following week a second launch was held
at the College. Father Schofield gave a very
interesting talk reflecting on his experience
writing the book and also highlighting some
of the key new historical information he
uncovered during his research.

Paulo Durán, Headmaster, said, “This is the first
step in what is a special phase for the College
as we move towards our 450th anniversary in
2018. I am incredibly grateful for all the work
that has been done by so many to produce such
a fine book, particularly Father Schofield and
David Kay, Old Edmundian and President
Emeritus of the Edmundian Association”.

The book is for sale via:
www.stedmundscollege.org
or by emailing
alumni@stedmundscollege.org
D
LAS SCHOFIEL
FATHER NICO

EVENTS

FATHER N
ICHOLAS
SCHOFIEL
D

HOLS
NT NIC
L VINCE
A
IN
D
R
CA

7

8

EVENTS

THE
LONDON
DINNER
One glorious evening in
early May a jolly band of
Edmundians met up at
The London Charterhouse,
attired all in splendour,
to enjoy the Annual
Edmundian London Dinner.

The Charterhouse is an historic complex of
buildings in Smithfield, dating back to the
14th century. It occupies land to the north
of Charterhouse Square. Beginning life as
Carthusian priory which was dissolved in
1537, The Charterhouse was largely rebuilt
after 1545 as an expansive courtyard house.
It was further altered and extended after
1611, when it became an almshouse and
school, endowed by Thomas Sutton. The
almshouse (a home for gentlemen pensioners)
still occupies the site today under the name
Sutton's Hospital in Charterhouse.
Those of us who arrived early for our great
festivity had an extra treat in the form of a
guided tour around this remarkable quarter
of London, conducted by Paulo Durán, whose
knowledge of the area is both insightful and
fascinating. On our spontaneous tour we were
further delighted when we unexpectedly ran
into another much loved Edmundian, Dean
Vaz, who left us in 2004 and who expressed
his disappointment in being unable to join
us for dinner.

Returning to the venue we were
delighted that our education
continued still as we enjoyed a
short talk on the history of The
Charterhouse from one of the
gentleman pensioners who lives
there. Pivoting elegantly on one of
the rather expensive looking chairs
he brought us right up to date on
the history of the building, its current use,
and changes that have occurred in its long
and distinguished history. We sensed a man
singularly proud of the elegant institution
of which he was a part and it made me
reflect most powerfully on my own love
of all things Edmundian.

The evening was already
a joy before the formal
festivities had even begun!

A Prosecco reception was then followed
by a superb meal with carefully selected
wines and rounded off with cheese and
port and coffee. The whole festivity was
magnificent! It was a wonderful chance
to meet old friends and to make new
ones within the Edmundian family. Good
food…good wine…good friends! A sunny
evening in superb surroundings set in a
beautiful square in EC1! Who could ask
for more?
MAGGIE MCCANN
CHAIRWOMAN OF
THE EDMUNDIAN ASSOCIATION

THE LONDON DINNER GUEST LIST
Mr Richard Adams (65-71) and Mrs Mirella Adams, Mr John Bryant (62-71) and Mrs Denise Bryant, Mr Martin Gratte (57-60), Mr William Holloway
(61-68), Mr John Vaughan-Shaw and Mrs Denise Vaughan-Shaw, Mr Ken Allen (51-56), Mr Fred Bowen (47-54), Mr Charles Carey (46-55),
Mr John Crowley (49-56), Monsignor Fred Miles, Mr Olly O’Connor, Mr Fred Offer (46-51), Mr Ivor O’Mahony (45-53), Mr Bob Rees (46-53),
Mrs Melanie Burke and Mr Des Burke, Mr Tim Fuller (67-72), Mr Henryk Klocek (60-70) and Miss Klementyna Klocek, Miss Carole Rice,
Mrs Irena Torun, Mr Peter Williams, Mr Ken Hall, Mr Tom Hannah (70-75), Mr Nigel Howard, Mrs Carol Lewis (77-03) and Dr John Lewis,
Mr John Perry (72-93), Mr Adrian Petty, Mr Jeremy Tigue (70-77), Mrs Melissa Bach, Mr Paulo Durán, Father Peter Harris, Mr David Kay (75-82),
Father Alban McCoy, Ms Alice Merino, Mr Patrick Mitton and Mrs Jane Mitton, Mr Simon Camilleri, Mrs Maggie McCann, Mr Jeremy Janion (57-64),
Mr George Salmon, Miss Tara Castiglioni, Mr Frances Jones (60-66), Mr Michael Maslinski (62-70), Rev Canon Michael Brockie, Mrs Liz Cartwright
and Mr James Cartwright, Mr Michael Gray, Mr Toby Hart, Mr Andrew Brooks (85-92), Mr Matt Campbell (87-92), Mr Roger James (85-92),
Alex Shaw, Mrs Zofia Torun, Mr Mike Barber, Ms Beate Howitt (97-08), Mrs Carole Frank and Mr Bryn Frank, Mr Stephen O’Connor (62-69),
Mr Anthony Parisi (54-60)

EVENTS

THE STAR
REUNION
By Mike Elgood (50-58)

We met for supper at the Star Tavern in London for the ninth time. For nine years it has seemed
that Dr Who has, for a short time, pulled back a time-curtain to open up a room full of people with
whom we lived and played and worked with fifty years ago. Thankfully reality was preserved by the
presence of our Headmaster Paulo Durán and current staff members Melanie Burke and Jo Beatty
who came to give us their support.
Our number included many Old Edmundians
who still maintain an existing relationship
with the College and many indeed who are
regular visitors to Old Hall Green. We revive
old acquaintances and laugh at bygone
amusements, but there is an underlying pride
and great interest in the modern progress of
the College.
This event was founded to bring together Old
Edmundians who were in the College during
the 1950s which includes people who joined
the College in the 1940s and students who
joined in the 1960s and overlapped with

people from the 50s. This is not rigid
and any Edmundian who would like
to meet us and come to supper will
be most welcome. The invitations are
run from an e-mail distribution list of
people we think would be interested,
but if you did not receive an invitation
and think that you would like to
come, please contact Jo Beatty at
the College at:
alumni@stedmundscollege.org
and your name will be added to the
list of time-travellers.
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2006 LEAVERS REUNION
AT THE MELTON MOWBRAY
Written by Simon Camilleri (95-06)

It has been quite a few years since I and my compatriots graced the Ambulacrum, the
College Chapel, the refectory or, indeed spent our lunchtimes detained in the King Room
at St Edmund’s pleasure. However, what seems clear from our gathering on 6 March 2014
is that the old place is still very fresh in our memories.
A number of us decided to meet up at the
Melton Mowbray Public House on High
Holborn and were joined by the Headmaster,
Paulo Durán, Chairwoman of The Edmundian
Association Maggie McCann and Head Girl,
Tara Castiglioni. George Salmon, the current
Head Boy had really wanted to be with us but
was involved in a College football match.
The jovial discussions centred on two main
topics – what people are doing now and their
memories of St Ed’s. We found we had pilots,
graphic designers, custodians of art treasures,
antique jewellers and lawyers in our midst as

well as a range of other interestingly employed
old friends. As for memories of St Ed’s they
ranged from the sublime to the ridiculous
but all of them were recounted with real
affection for the Old Place.
We all agreed that we wanted to
encourage as many Old Edmundians as
possible to keep in touch and, indeed, get
involved with the College. What seemed
clear from the gathering was the fact that
Old Edmundians are not happy with just
being ‘Old’ Edmundians but wish to remain
simply ‘Edmundians’.

There is something quite special about seeing
old faces. It reminds us of our past but also
encourages us to look to the future. And
perhaps the most important thing to have
come out of our evening was that, although
the buildings of ‘St Edmund’s’ continue to age,
the memories of the people and our time
there will remain fresh in our minds forever.

SEE YOU ALL ON
ST EDMUND’S SUNDAY

EVENTS

TOUCHING BASE WITH
THE 2013 LEAVERS

We were delighted to host a 2013 Leavers dinner here at the College
recently which provided a great opportunity to touch base with a few
Alumni who have just experienced their first year outside of the safety
and familiarity of the College walls.
It was obvious that these young ‘old boys
and girls’ were pleased to be back and
delightful to see how easy they felt in the
company of some of their old teachers.
None was more pleased to be back to see
his old head of Rhetoric than Jack Wolfe
who on arrival produced a bunch of flowers
for Maggie McCann – apparently the last
flowers he gave Maggie had been retrieved
from a skip so these were by way of
an apology!

There was much talk of fond memories
(and quite frankly some very funny ones
too which can’t be shared here) and also
advice dispensed for future career paths
as well.
Many of the boys were wearing Edmundian
ties of one description or another and I
think that just goes to show the affection
that our young OEs hold the College in,
wearing their allegiance for all to see.

Each Alumnus was asked to tell us where
and what they were now studying and
it was marvellous to see the breadth of
talent amongst us: there were medics
and horticulturists alongside engineers
and linguistics experts and not forgetting
the archaeologist to name but a few.

Special thanks is to be
extended to Rob Hartley
and Eliot Barden who helped
to organise the evening.

The food was wonderful but less could
be said about the music: at some point
after the main course an electric piano
was produced which we were assured had
pre-programmed songs on it for our musical
accompaniment, although the only songs
that could be found turned out to be
nursery rhymes!

In attendance were Rob Hartley,
Eliot Barden, Sarah Wright, Philip Webster,
James Watts (and his very fine hair),
Jack Woolf, Joe McKay, Hannah James
and Abigail Neal. Staff: Maggie McCann,
David Kay, Jo Beatty, Ralph Moore,
Ann Goring, Karen Salter-Kay and
Anne-Marie Healy.
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40 Years of Girls
at St Edmund’s
“The thin end of the feminine wedge”
Forty years have now passed since girls were first admitted as full-time students of St Edmund’s.
For some years before 1974 the senior girls of Poles Convent, located a mile north of Ware, came
to St Edmund's once a week to take part in General Studies classes. Poles Convent was a school
established in 1923 by nuns called Faithful Companions of Jesus.
The first name 'Poles' was derived from the
building being at one time owned by Reginald
Pole, a lay cardinal, whose mother, Margaret
Pole, 8th Countess of Salisbury, was the last
legitimate Plantagenet and who was later the
last Catholic Archbishop of Canterbury.
It was in September 1974 that just five girls
joined Rhetoric under the auspices of the then
Headmaster, Fr Michael Garvey. This had been
planned for some time and the policy was
being followed in other prominent Catholic
schools. The five were Anne Mullineaux,
Corinna Wood and Mary-Anne Wright-Jones
(all from Poles), Marianne Orchard (from
St Mary’s Convent in Bishop’s Stortford) and
Catherine Thick (from Herts & Essex High
School in Bishop’s Stortford).

However, the prospect of females studying at
the College filled some Old Edmundians with
considerable apprehension. In 1970 a former
Headmaster, Fr Albert Purdie, wrote to Canon
Clement Parsons, then living in semi-retirement
at the College, “I have an awful fear that the
College may go co-educational and that girl
boarders will take over Allen Hall and all its
amenities. O di immortales!”
The Edmundian magazine of 1973-74 stated
that their arrival seemed “the thin end of the
feminine wedge”!
More girls joined Rhetoric in the following
September, including a number of boarders,
and formed Margaret Pole House, the name
keeping the link alive with the Poles Convent.

There were to become about ten girls in each
year of Rhetoric. The House was located in
St Michael Gallery on the top floor of the
south wing of Allen Hall. It is fitting that the
girls’ boarding areas on the upper floors of the
main building eventually became known as
Garvey’s in 1997, after the Headmaster who
introduced co-education.
Initially hockey was introduced as a sport
for the girls to play. They later participated
in tennis, swimming and, from 1989, in
badminton, netball and cross country.
The number of girls was further set to rise
after the closure of Poles Convent in 1986
and it was decided to make the College fully
co-educational from September of that year.
From 1985 girls from the fifth form at Poles
attended lessons at St Edmund’s.
A further increase in the number of girls
meant Margaret Pole House became too
large, and in 1990 all the Houses became
co-educational. Margaret Pole House was
disbanded and Pole House was established
in order to continue the Poles Convent
connection.

It is sometimes difficult to
believe that it was as recently
as 28 years ago that the College
became fully co-educational.

SOUTH INDIA

EDMUNDIAN TRIP

1ST TO 15TH APRIL 2015 (TENTATIVE)
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THIS EXTRAORDINARY TRIP WILL OFFER
EDMUNDIANS THE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE
IN TEN DAYS MORE THAN MOST VISITORS
WOULD SEE IN TEN VISITS!
The tremendous range of cultural and social experiences are made
possible by the personal knowledge of Mr Mohana, teacher of Mathematics
at the College. The trip will include:
Tippu Sultan’s Palace

Medieval Temple

Hindu Temple Ceremony

Boat Ride amongst Crocodiles

Botanical Gardens

Jeep Safaris

Wildlife in the Jungle

Scenic Coastal & Mountain Train Journey

Traditional Market

…and much more!

The Kabini
To register interest please
contact Maggie McCann on:
mmccan@stedmundscollege.org

£2,080 - £1,920PP
DEPENDENT ON NUMBERS
All inclusive except drinks, visa,
medical provisions, vaccinations
and any additional optional trips.
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FIRST WORLD WAR
(1914-1918)

This year is the 100th
anniversary of the start
of the First World War. In
the last edition of Avita
Pro Fide we announced
our plan for each and
every grave or memorial
to be visited during the
course of 2014.

It seems likely that this task will in fact occupy
several years, and indeed there is likely to be
intense in the War right up until 2018.

25 April 1918 whilst on active service at
the age of just 19. His grave is in St Mary’s
Cemetery, Kensal Green, north west London.

A full list of those Edmundians who died in
the First World War is available on request.

In March, Liam Humphreys (OE 1956-61)
(pictured below right) and his wife paid a visit
to Ypres and the very impressive ‘In Flanders
Fields’ Museum. The four-year trench battles in
the area known as the ‘Ypres Salient’ accounts
for some 600,000 of the estimated 10 million
dead, resulting from this terrible conflict.

Mr & Mrs Vanderson of Puckeridge, parents
of their late son Jay Vanderson (OE 1993-96),
spent several days early in the summer visiting
the Commonwealth War Grave sites around
northern France. They photographed some
22 individual graves and names on memorial
panels, signing the visitors’ books giving the
soldiers’ names and indicating that they were
representing St Edmund’s College.
They are planning to make another similar trip
to the area in the autumn.
Bunny France (OE 1939-41) was able to
identify the location of the hitherto missing
grave of Cyril Waxman (OE 1914-15). Cyril
was the youngest flier in the Royal Flying
Corps (a forerunner to the Royal Air Force)
and had been advanced to Stunt Instructor
with the Corps and was a very gifted aviator.
His father Albert Whelan was a famous stage
entertainer. He died in a flying accident on

They also visited the giant Menin Gate
Memorial, in the centre of town. This
memorial was erected to commemorate the
over 20,000 dead of the Ypres Salient for
whom remains were never identified.
They left a wooden remembrance cross for
Henry Hussey (OE 1886-89) (1st Canadian
Brigade, died 13 June 1916), Osmund Lewis
(OE 1886-88) (Honourable Artillery Company,
died 16 June 1915) and Charles de la Pasture
(OE 1890-92) (Scots Guards, died 29 October
1914). They also included Richard Lynch
(OE 1897-99) (11th King’s Liverpool Regiment,
died 7 August 1915) who is buried nearby in
Ypres Reservoir Cemetery.

FEATURE

Below left to right:
Henry Hussey (OE 1886-89) (1st Canadian Brigade, died 13 June 1916)
Osmund Lewis (OE 1886-88) (Honourable Artillery Company, died 16 June 1915)
Charles de la Pasture (OE 1890-92) (Scots Guards, died 29 October 1914)

In June, Liam had an opportunity to stop by
at a WWI cemetery in Belgium and was able to
find the name of Bernard Bailie (OE 1912-14)
of the Royal Sussex Regiment, engraved on
the Tyne Cot Memorial. Tyne Cot is the largest
Commonwealth cemetery in the world, which
contains nearly 12,000 graves.

The walls of the memorial bear
the names of 35,000 missing
soldiers.
The Tyne Cot Memorial was added when the
Menin Gate, with close to 55,000 names did
not have the space to accommodate those
soldiers who went missing between
15 August 1917 and the end of the war.
There will be another update about this
project in the next edition of Avita Pro Fide.
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HISTORY CORNER
Left and bottom show which elements of the front and rear
appear to be the pre-Pugin parts.
Below Show the shape of the original building over the CAD
floor plan. The bow window in what is now the Prep School
office is just about distinguishable on the 1840s plan.

OLD HALL HOUSE
One of the older and more distinctive buildings at St Edmund’s College
is the northern wing of the Prep School, formerly St Hugh’s.
Ward
Dr William

It has long been believed
this was originally a private
home built by Augustus
Welby Pugin for the
Oxford Movement
convert, Dr William
y Pugin
elb
W
s
tu
George Ward, who came
us
Aug
to live at St Edmund’s in
1846, when it was known as Old Hall House.
Pugin (1812-52) was an English architect
chiefly remembered for his pioneering role
in the Gothic Revival style. His work included
the interior design of the Palace of Westminster
as well as many churches and other buildings.
Academic research that has only recently
come to light asserts that Old Hall House
pre-dates Pugin and was only altered and
extended by the famous architect. In fact,
Dr Ward’s own papers and College’s substantial
archives make no detailed reference to Pugin’s
involvement with the house.
The belief that the house was originally the
work of Pugin seems to stem from Dr Ward’s
son, Wilfred Ward (OE 1869-73) who wrote in

his 1886 work William George Ward and the
Oxford Movement ‘In 1846 he [Pugin] built
Ward a house near Old Hall College’. This
alone seems to be the source of the perceived
date and the name of the original builder.
College accounts do not exist for the period
immediately before 1849, although there are
various bills relating to unspecified building
work carried out under the supervision of an
architect in 1843 and 1844.
An undated plan in the College archives,
prepared apparently for insurance purposes,
shows a building that corresponds only to the
southern bay of the northern wing of Ward’s
subsequent house. The document does not
bear a date, but it mentions Bishop Thomas
Griffiths, the President of the College, who
died in 1847 and is likely to be from 1845
as it has highlighted the new Pugin Chapel,
construction of which commenced that year.
The building in the location of Old Hall House,
described as “House... Brick & tile”, is not the
footprint of the current north wing of the
Prep School. An earlier map, of 1839, shows
no building there at all.

The eventual appearance of the house is
entirely consistent with Pugin altering and
extending an existing building.
His work consisted of adding a reception
room in the form of a squat two-storey,
two-bay block with canted oriels, and a porch
at the junction with the existing building
(and running into an existing first-floor oriel
window). Pugin further added two bays to the
north of the original building, and a wing
including a service staircase to the west of it.
This would explain why the shapes of the
stone window frames are different in that bay
at the front. The original house must have had
pointed windows whereas the Pugin part had
square ones. It also suggests why the porch
over the current front door cuts into the oriel
window above.
Pugin’s work has since been obscured by many
later changes.
This does not diminish the fact that the
northern wing of the Prep School is still a
building designed by Pugin; it is just not quite
as much as we previously thought.

HISTORY CORNER

MURIEL DANIEL’S Story
This is an edited extract of an autobiography written by
Muriel Brenda Daniel and relates to her time as a domestic
servant at St Edmund’s during the Second World War. Muriel
was born in 1926 and lived in foster care from 18 months to
12 years old – during this time she lived with the Cakebread
family in modest surroundings in Colliers End. The story below
is taken up when Muriel was living with her mother again after
trying her hand at a few domestic jobs which didn’t work out.
She would have been about 14 or 15 at the time and her first
job at the College would have taken place around 1939/1940.
I didn’t stay there very long after that [ job]
and my mother suggested that I went to
Colliers End for a couple of week’s holiday
and then look for something else. Off I went
once more to Hertford where I got a warm
welcome as always.
Once there I met up with my old friend Betty
Cakebread, I told her I had no employment so
she suggested that I went to work at the local
college where she had a job as a refectory
maid. So I went and saw one of the nuns who
have me a job as a housemaid cleaning the
priests’ bedrooms.
Although I did not particularly like the actual
work, I didn’t let that bother me, I had come
to terms with the fact that I was not going to
like work, no matter where it was. I thought it
was how everybody felt about work but I liked
the communal life there. Apart from about
two of us the rest of the staff were Irish, and
as I was the youngest they all treated me well.
One of the nuns there took a liking to me
and for the first time in my working life, I
knew how much more pleasant and easier life
could be when you were favoured by those in
charge. It was not long before she had moved

me from the house cleaning side of the
establishment and put me into the college
boys’ refectory. The boys ranged in age from
about nine to nineteen. Staffing was of course
very short and I was about the only girl
around their own age that they saw from one
term’s end to another. So naturally there was
much banter and laughter amongst us. For
one thing, due to staff shortage the boys had
to help wash up on a rota system.
Three boys stick out in my mind. One was a
little boy of about ten who wrote me love
letters, telling me how much he loved me
and how beautiful he thought I was. It was the
first time anyone had ever called me beautiful,
even if he was only ten. Then there was
Fletcher, about the same age as myself and
with a fine sense of fun. We had a little
arrangement that he would place a tin of
baked beans behind a certain book in the
library, then slipping me a note to tell me
exactly where and which book. Then when
no-one was about, at an appointed time,
I would go down into the kitchen, open the
tin and heat it up for him, then place it back
behind the book.
Then there was Ian Gilroy, he was a nice boy,
we would go out for walks
together. One day when
walking, we spotted one
of the priests coming
down the road towards us
so we had no choice but
to get in the ditch and
wait for him to pass. We
laughed about it. Although
it was all very innocent we
would both have been in a
lot of trouble had we been
discovered.

Muriel left the College not long after her
mother also came to work here – after being
independent Muriel did not take kindly to
having her mother watching over her again.
Arriving back a couple of years later she
remembers being greeted warmly by all my
old friends. She recalls one particular story
that stuck in her mind:

The chef was very put out one day.
He was a thin little man with glasses
and loose false teeth that he always
seemed to be pushing round his
mouth with his tongue. Well on this
particular day I walked into the
kitchen and there he was vigorously
stirring a huge pot of porridge. He
kept on stirring so I asked him if it
had stuck on the bottom. “No” he
replied, “I’ve lost my teeth. I knew it
would happen one day.”
I took cornflakes
for my breakfast
that morning.
Muriel decided after some time to move on
to a job that did not involve domestic service.
She eventually married and had two girls,
dying in 1989.
Photo of Muriel Reproduced by the kind permission of
Christopher Gay (the younger half-brother of Muriel)
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A LETTER FROM THE
HEADMASTER
JULY 2014

Dear Edmundians,
As I have said many times over the course of the academic year, it was never going to be easy adapting to
life at the College without Fr Pinot and I write these words only a few weeks after the first anniversary of
his death missing him, as we all do, but grateful for the time that we did share with him and confident that
he would be proud of all we have achieved this year. I thank all the Edmundian community for the kindness
and support you have shown throughout this time; it means a great deal to know you are thinking of and
praying for the College and Prep School at such moments.
Some of you may already have seen the
headstone that has been placed outside the
Chapel crypt to mark his place of burial within
and more will be added to this spot to make it a
pleasant area to stop and pay respects to Fr Pinot
and the other Edmundians buried in and around
the crypt. More details about other ways to
mark Pinot's memory will be forthcoming in
the new academic year.
Rather than attempt to summarise the year in
a few lines or take up too much space, I invite
those who are particularly interested in current
College matters to look at the transcript of my
Prize Giving address (soon to be available on the
College website) and even that can only pick out
the highlights of a busy and successful year.
I write these lines from the exciting city of
Bangalore where I have spent a few days with
the ‘legend’ that is Mr Mohana getting to know
the area and the schools where, each summer
for over ten years now, some of our Rhetoricians
and accompanying staff take part in a visit that
is truly life changing.

Many of you reading this will have your own
memories of taking part and it was a lovely thing
to see photographs and hear stories of former
participants whilst going round the various
institutions. It was also with great pride that I
saw the fruits of the charitable work in the rural
schools our students and families have made
possible, where simple, practical items such as
desks and chairs that we take for granted are
almost a luxury.
Driving around Bangalore and seeing the remains
of what was the British Army’s presence and
witnessing now the outpouring of construction
and development driven by India’s IT revolution,
it is hard not to come to conclusions about the
sort of future that awaits our current students
and Alumni. Preparing them for a more mobile
and more international world of further study
and work is a vital part of our mission and the
example and support of our old boys and girls
across the world helps us to inspire and guide
the next generation; please do, therefore, keep
the news and photos coming from wherever
you are!

Continuing in this international vein, I look
forward to this year’s North American reunion in
Chicago in September; I'll also be in Hong Kong in
mid August at an education fair but would love
to catch up with any OEs out there so please do
email to see if we can fix something up.
Happy reading; there is, as always, much to
enjoy here and I thank our new Alumni Officer,
Jo Beatty (OE) for putting all this together and
my thanks go out also to Mel Burke for her
assistance and for holding the OE fort in the
interregnum between Jane Spence’s departure
and Jo’s arrival.

PAULO DURÁN BA MA
HEADMASTER
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ARCHIVE
CORNER
Long Dormitory was
built in 1896.
Boys slept in wooden
cubicles and lighting was
by gas lamps. The area is
now classrooms on the
second floor of the
North Wing.

This picture shows
Henryk Klocek
(on the right) holding
the Winners Trophy
and various prizes.
The image was kindly
provided by The
Worshipful Company
of Makers of Playing
Cards who are
sponsors of the
competition.

CALLING ALL
LEGAL EAGLES!

BRIDGE COMPETITION WINNERS
Hearty congratulations to Henryk Klocek (OE 60-70) and his bridge partner Nick Fraser,
representing the Worshipful Company of Loriners, who won the 32nd annual Inter-Livery
Bridge Competition, sponsored by The Worshipful Company of Makers of Playing Cards,
with a score of 66.08%. It was a magnificent come back as at half time they were in 6th
position with a score of 61.97%. For those of you who don’t know a Loriner makes and
sells bridles, bits, spurs, stirrups and the minor metal items of a horse’s harness.
Henryk says “This shows another positive influence of St Edmunds College and its teachers
as I first learnt to play bridge at St Edmunds College bridge club under the guidance of the
late John Wood.
John Wood was a keen and good bridge player and he used to take members of the Bridge
Club to play in a local club on some evenings to widen our experience”.

Would you be interested in attending
a reunion specifically for OEs who are
involved in the Legal Industry? It would
be a fun and informal way of creating
a professional network for those
just starting out to chat with
industry veterans.
All ages and sectors within law welcome.
Please contact Maggie McCann
or the Alumni Office for more details:
mmccann@stedmundscollege.org
alumni@stedmundscollege.org
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OE NEWS
On Saturday 15th February
2014 some OEs who reside
in Spain had the opportunity
to get together for lunch.
The reunion was organised by
the Rear-Admiral Juan Manuel
Fernández Bobadilla at the
Spanish Navy Officers Club.

REBECCA WHEATLEY (JUNIOR HOUSE &
DOUGLASS 1990-93) – we are pleased to
announce the birth of our son Grover Rufus
Collett, born on 12th June 2014 weighing
8lbs 3oz. Everyone is doing well and we are
actually getting some sleep – fingers crossed
that lasts!

Attendees: FRED BOWEN SR. (Challoner 1947-1954), FRED BOWEN JR. (Challoner
1974-1983), VICTOR TARRUELLA (Challoner 1977-1983), RICHARD ARTESANI-LYONS
(Talbot 1946-1949), JOSEPH ARTESANI-LYONS (Talbot 1952-1956), FREDERICK ARTESANI
(Talbot 1977-1978) and JUAN MANUEL FERNÁNDEZ BOBADILLA (Challoner 1952-1953)
who, as a retired Rear-Admiral of the Spanish Navy, gave us access to the Officers Club. During
lunch many souvenirs from our days as boarders were evoked and funny school anecdotes were
happily remembered by all of us.
The above picture of the table shows the following attendants, from left to right:
Frederick Artesani, Fred Bowen Sr., Fred Bowen Jr., J.M.Fernández Bobadilla, Richard Artesani,
Joseph Artesani and Victor Tarruella.

CLARE EDWARDS (POYNTER 1991-93) –
now teaching maths to 11-18 year olds at
Wellington College where I am also assistant
HM of a girl’s boarding house. I also help to
run polo and an a newly commissioned RAF
VR(T) officer in the CCF. In touch with Matt
Campbell, Roger James, Mikes Simms, Roger
Elliot, Lucy Archibald (nee Edwards).

JENNIFER HISSEY (JUNIOR HOUSE &
POLE 1988-93) and JAMES MERNAGH
(TALBOT 1991-95) have sent news that they
welcomed William John Mernagh on 13th
January 2014. He is pictured here with
beautiful smiles and his big sister Orla.

MIKE O’CONNOR (ST HUGH’S, GRIFFITHS
& DOUGLASS 1976-87), a former General
Secretary of The Edmundian Association back
in the 90’s, has married Sarah Mann (84-88)
in Barbados on the beach in bare feet on 7th
February 2014. He wishes everyone at the
College a happy and healthy 2014 and we wish
them both all the best for their married life.

Many happy returns to the oldest known
living OE, SELWYN THORNE (Allen Hall
1945-51), now known as Dom Columba
Thorne, who celebrated his 100th birthday
on 1 March 2014. The former army Chaplin
who was captured at Arnhem and spent time
in a prisoner of war camp has become the
oldest Benedictine monk in the country. In
1945 Padre Thorne, after meeting the future
Archbishop of Rouen whilst imprisoned,
converted to Catholicism and trained for the
priesthood at St Edmund’s College and was
ordained priest in 1951 for the Archdiocese
of Westminster.
Full article from The Guardian

ELIOT BARDEN (ST HUGH’S & CHALLONER
2002-13) – Finished St Edmund’s in June
2013 and have gone on to become a student
of Botanical Horticulture at The Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew. I live in Twickenham and keep
in contact with William Endersby, Jack Woolf,
Robert Hartley, Lucy Robinson, Joe McKay
and many others.
JOHN WILTON (ST HUGH’S & CHALLONER
1952-60) – still very active in Rotary. District
Governor 2008-2009 (Kent, East Sussex and
par of South London). Club President for the
second time 2012-13. Olympic Torch Bearer
17th July 2012. Still in contact with OEs
Derek Lange and David Norbury.
ROSS MCGREGOR (ST HUGH’S & TALBOT
1991-02) tells us he is now a professional
theatre director in London. He is due to direct
a season called the Shakespeare Sessions
including The Winter’s Tale this coming
December in The Lion & Unicorn Theatre
in Kentish Town, London.

FEATURE

ST. EDMUND’S COLLEGE
AMERICAN ALUMNI

THIRD ANNUAL
REUNION WEEKEND

Come to Chicago for our third annual reunion and enjoy a
weekend exploring the third largest city in America boasting
some of the country’s finest world class attractions!
Dinner at Gioco’s Speakeasy on the Saturday night at 7.30pm
Contact Roger Baker on rogerwwbaker@gmail.com
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MERCHANDISE
Ties, books, cufflinks and CDs as well as other merchandise
can be purchased either through the Association website at:
www.edmundianassociation.org.uk or direct from Jo Beatty
in the Alumni Office: alumni@stedmundscollege.org

Now in
woven silk
price £20

ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE
COAT OF ARMS

THE EDMUNDIAN
ON DISK

EMBOSSED MAHOGANY SHIELD,
INDIVIDUALLY HAND- PAINTED
SIZE: 7” X 6”

EVERY ISSUE OF THE EDMUNDIAN
FROM 1893 TO 2013 HAS BEEN
DIGITISED, CREATING A
FASCINATING DIGITAL RECORD
OF THE HISTORY OF THE COLLEGE
AND ST HUGH’S OVER THE
LAST CENTURY.

Available to order from
the Development Office
£25 + post and packaging
Allow 28 days for delivery.

ONLY

£25!
+P&P

FOR THOSE OLD EDMUNDIANS WHO
ARE INTERESTED IN POSSESSING OVER
15,000 PAGES OF EDMUNDIAN
HISTORY ON A SINGLE CD, COPIES
ARE AVAILABLE IN RETURN FOR A
CONTRIBUTION OF £50 WHICH WILL
GO TOWARDS BUILDING OUR DIGITAL
ARCHIVE. ALTERNATIVELY SINGLE
DECADES ARE AVAILABLE FOR
A CONTRIBUTION
OF £10.
ALL PROCEEDS
WILL GO TOWARDS
THE DIGITAL
ARCHIVE FUND.
AVAILABLE TO ORDER
FROM THE ALUMNI
OFFICE.
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IN MEMORIAM
We have learned of the deaths of the
following Edmundians:
Mgr Canon Adrian Arrowsmith
(Allen Hall 1948-54) died on
15 February 2014 aged 89
Mgr Ralph Brown (Allen Hall
1953-59) died on 6 January 2014
aged 82
Nigel Kendall (Talbot 1946-49)
died on 4 January 2014 aged 81
Neil Muldoon (St Hugh’s & Talbot
1940-47) died on 22 July 2011
aged 82

Fr Patrick Nolan (Allen Hall 1973-73)
died on 10 January 2014 aged 84
Mrs Nancy Scott (Academic Staff
1975-91) died on 7 December 2013
aged 84
Fr Geoffrey Webb (Allen Hall
1954-57) died on 6 March 2014
aged 90
May they rest in peace.

FAREWELL TO NANCY SCOTT
Nancy Scott received a Degree in
Chemistry from Leeds University in 1951.
Upon gaining her teaching qualification
she worked for four years at Middlesbrough
High School for Girls and three years at
a secondary modern school in Leeds.
She married Michael Scott in 1956.
She came to St Edmund’s after a career break during which she
raised her family. Nancy was an outstanding Chemistry teacher and
to her professional duties she brought warmth, concern, commitment
and enthusiasm.
Nancy was distinguished by her trademark white lab coat, which
she seemed to wear at all times, but her contribution to the College
extended far beyond the laboratory. Nancy drove minibuses for the

2014-15 COMMITTEE

Community Service Group, accompanied the sick and infirm to
Lourdes in the Jumbulance, helped to run the biennial Sponsored
Walk, and travelled with the College Pilgrimage to Rome for the
Beatification of the English Martyrs in 1987.
The success of the Badminton Club was almost entirely due to her
support. For years it quietly flourished, players being taken to away
fixtures – weekends included – to participate in games.
Nancy and Michael frequently supported music, socials events and
plays at the College. In fact, she hardly missed an opportunity to
participate in social, sporting or cultural events.
Nancy Scott was born in Guisborough, North Yorkshire, in 1929 and
taught Chemistry at St Edmund’s between 1975 and 1991. After a
long and happy retirement she died on 7 December 2013 at the
age of 84.
May she rest in peace.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
SATURDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER 2014
USA REUNION – CHICAGO
GIOCO’S SPEAKEASY
Contact Roger Baker for more details rogerwwbaker@gmail.com

SUNDAY 16TH NOVEMBER 2014
ST EDMUND’S SUNDAY
BEGINS WITH MASS WILL BE FOLLOWED BY
LUNCH
All Edmundians welcome –
please book your space for lunch via the Alumni Office

WEDNESDAY 10TH DECEMBER 2014
7PM, CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT
IN THE CHAPEL
All welcome!

APRIL 2015
40’S-50’S-60’S REUNION
Date and location tbc

JUNE 2015
THE LONDON DINNER
Date and location tbc

All Edmundians are welcome to attend these events, for
which details will be published on the website during the year.
CONTACT
Jo Beatty, Alumni Officer
St Edmund’s College, Old Hall Green, Ware, Herts SG11 1DS
Telephone: 01920 824358
Email: alumni@stedmundscollege.org
www.edmundianassociation.org.uk
PLEASE NOTE THE ALUMNI OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FROM
MONDAY 21ST JULY UNTIL SUNDAY 31ST AUGUST
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