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That said there is one image
I would like to focus on for a
moment: the mosaic of the
school's crest, created by our
inaugural IB cohort under the
supervision of our Artist-inResidence, Donna Stringer.
It is a beautiful thing to look at
but its true value comes from
knowing how much time, effort
and love went into making it.
Nearly every tile had to be cut to measure during weekly
lunchtime sessions where the students would have a rushed
sandwich as they pored over the project. Whilst it was
overseen by Mrs Stringer, herself an expert mosaicist, the work
is very much that of the students and they deserve great credit.
What makes it particularly special though is that from the start
the students wanted this piece to be created in memory of our
late and still much missed Father Pinot de Moira. In bringing
together all elements of our Mission, the academic, the
extracurricular, the spiritual, celebrating individuals as well as
working as a community, this crest stands for all we aim for
here, inspired by the faith of our fathers and one in particular.

National Schools Netball Tournament
We are delighted to report a fantastic netballing success for our U14 team. In March the squad
competed in the National Schools Finals after winning the East Region tournament.
The National Schools Netball Tournament
comprises of three rounds, the first being a
County round held in October. St Edmund’s
dominated their group from the start. The
squad won all six group games, and scored an
impressive 76 goals and conceded only 19
goals, seeing off competition from schools such
as Haileybury, Haberdashers and St Mary’s
Bishop’s Stortford. In the quarter finals we
faced Goffs and in an impressive display of
netball won the game 12-3. The semi-finals
saw us up against Broxbourne and whichever
team won would take a place representing
Hertfordshire at the East Region tournament.
The game was end to end and goal for goal with
both teams determined to secure the win.
St Edmund’s battled hard and came out
eventual winners 12-11 securing a welldeserved place at the East Region Tournament.
In January the squad travelled to Hassenbrook
School for the East Region tournament. The
weather was not ideal as the wind and rain
made conditions difficult. The girls were not
going to let this affect their play and they
warmed up with a spring in their step. St
Edmund’s played exceptional netball, with the
girls working together throughout the games in
order to head to the semi-finals undefeated.

Throughout the group games we scored an
impressive 84 goals and conceded just 8 points.
The semi-final saw us face Brentwood in a nail
biting match. St Edmund’s established a 2 goal
lead early on but before we knew it Brentwood
had turned the game around and at half time
had a two goal lead at 3-5. St Edmund’s pulled
together as a squad and dug deep, playing an
outstanding second half and won the game 116. The emotion for the girls was overwhelming
as the realisation of a place at the National
Finals had just been achieved!

It has been a particularly busy year, with a lot going on in the
background to move the College and Prep forward as well as so
much success in and outside the classroom. Let us be inspired
by reading about what we have done so far together for that
last push of the Trinity Term and ensure that we add even
more achievement and successes in the weeks to come.
Happy reading!
Avita Pro Fide!

PAULO DURÁN, HEADMASTER

Building work continues over Easter
We are pleased to report on the building developments that have
happened in the College over the Easter break.
The team works tirelessly to ensure all development work is carried
out with the minimum of disruption over the holidays. This hard
work goes towards making sure that the end result is a pleasant
working environment whilst ensuring that the students continue
to enjoy all the latest technology and equipment available.

In March the girls travelled to Roedean School,
Brighton for the National Finals. Finals day
dawned with overcast conditions and the sea air
blowing.
...continued on page 2

Continuing our House area redevelopment plan, Talbot House has
undergone a full refurbishment. It has received new ceiling tiles,
energy efficient LED lighting, a full redecoration, hard-wearing
flooring, new custom built lockers in Talbot colours and new
chairs. The house area is now lovely and bright and we are
making preparations for the next House area refurbishment.
A new Learning Support classroom has been created including
iRise computer benches and an iWall with an integrated 65”
Smart TV. The iWall provides lots of storage and has sliding doors
which can also be used as dry wipe boards. ...continued on page 3
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Headmaster’s Book

At 10:06am the girls took to the courts for their
first game. Nerves set in and some unforced
errors crept into the girls’ play, which
unfortunately resulted in an 8-9 loss for the first
game. However, this spurred the girls on as the
realisation dawned that they were capable of
winning their group. Slowly we picked off each
team in our way and we notched up some
convincing wins as we were victorious in our next
six group games.

The girls’ slick play saw them beat Fallibroome,
Millfield, Kings High School, Oakham, Teeside High
and Beaconsfield. This meant the girls had topped
their group and were heading through to the
semi-finals. The girls came up against
Berkhamsted and unfortunately lost the hotly
contested match. Nevertheless, we went onto the
third/fourth place playoffs where we faced
Millfield for a second time. However, Millfield
found an extra gear and St Edmund’s had to settle
for fourth place. Despite this final loss, it is a
fantastic achievement for our U14 netball squad
to be ranked the fourth best U14 team in the
country.
We are extremely proud of all the girls who were
part of this squad, who will remember this season
for a long time to come.
The Squad: Tobi Unuefa (C), Nada Tadros, Mairead
Sheehy, Courtney Ferns, Antonella Pittaluga,
Ella Buenaventura, Kate Barrett, Beth Gardner,
Lara Chick and Ashleigh Cook.

LB Plate Winners 2016
The St Edmund’s 1st XI football team saved their best performance of the season for the final of the
LB Plate against Welbeck College, at the end of March.
With the match being played at St Edmund’s the
side was given great support by parents, staff and
students who came to watch. The boys did not
disappoint, emerging as comfortable winners after
controlling the match from the first whistle.
The game started at a high tempo with St Ed’s
pressing the opposition high up the pitch and
forcing numerous mistakes: Ike Ezeji, Sean Russell,
Fraser Bolton and Philip Muwambi were the main
instigators of this as they worked tirelessly for the
side. We dominated the first 15 minutes of the
game and were rewarded with the opening goal
after Fraser Bolton pounced on a loose ball in the
goal area to poke the ball home. We continued to
look dangerous but it was Welbeck who levelled
the score after we allowed their centre forward a
free run at goal which he completed with a calm
lob over the advancing Kieran Gill. St Ed’s did not
let this setback affect them and they regained the
lead only moments later, again, through Fraser
Bolton as he challenged the opposition goalkeeper
for a high ball and managed to force the ball over
the line from close range.
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Shortly after this Welbeck were reduced to ten
men after their midfielder was given a straight red
card and the St Ed’s team took full control of the
match from this point onwards. The introduction
of James Healey almost led to a goal with his first
touch but the score remained 2-1 to the hosts at
half-time.
Throughout the second half our side grew in
confidence and the addition of fresh legs from the
substitutes’ bench allowed the dominance to
continue. James Healey terrorised the Welbeck
right back before being forced off the field through
injury and Fraser Bolton was a constant thorn in
the side of the Welbeck defence. Healey showed
great speed and a wonderful first touch on
numerous occasions and deserved to finish off two
well worked moves from close range giving the
opposition goalkeeper no chance. The final goal
was scored by Sean Russell on his final appearance
for the College, a lovely passing move which was
finished off with a clinical strike by Russell from
inside the six yard box to complete a welldeserved victory.

Congratulations to the following pupils who
were invited to sign the Headmaster’s Book as
recognition for their outstanding work:
Alex Simpson
Alexander Simpson
Alvaro Sánchez Martínez
Aman Samad
Anita Negbenebor
Antonella Pittaluga
Ashleigh Cook
Au Hoi Ying (Water)
Ayla Huseyin
Ben Dibble
Beth Gardner
Chloe Hoban
Claudia Brooker
Courtney Ferns
Daisy Morrison
Dora Michaelides
Edward Marshall
Eliz Ramadan
Ella Buenaventura
Elodie Cooper
Erin Kavanagh
Eviie Gostling
Francesca Pinagli
Freya Burke
Henry Moore
Ifeoma Ozor
Isabel Gardner
Jasper Mattison
Jennifer Ezeoke
Jessica Demirdjian
John Cernicky
Joseph Sofocleous
Joshua Charsley
Kate Barrett
Kathryn Salter-Kay
Kwok Ching Yau (Ashley)
Lara Chick
Lewis Parry
Livia Evans
Lucy Edmunds
Luis Blanco
Mabelle Stringer
Mairead Sheehy
Marley Cooper
Michael Rutherford
Michael Stephens-Jones
Miguel Defensor
Nada Tadros
Natasha Polling
Nina Bayford
Olia Linkina
Oscar MacDonald
Pablo Sánchez Martínez
Pa-Reis McAllister
Polly Stateva
Remmi Page
Ruby Andrews
Scarlett Mitchell
Shannon Hunt
Shriya Patel
Siu Yu Fu (Carlson)
Sophie Woolnough
Tamsin Cass
Taymen Sargusingh
Tiffany Hartley
Tio Adebajo
Tobi Unuefa
Toni Akinola
Zac Hozier
Zoe Stephens

English
English
Debating and Spring Concert
Lego Castle
History
Netball
Netball
Grades Effort
Evacuee Diary & History
French
Netball
Netball
Spring Concert
Netball
English
English
English
English & Religious Education
History & Netball
Drama
English
English
Psychology
Spring Concert
English
Assembly
Drama & Netball Captain
English
Helpfulness
Jack Petchey Award
Lego Castle
English
History
Netball & French
Spring Concert
History
Netball
Lego Castle
French
History
English
English
Netball
Lego Castle
Religious Education
Spring Concert
Assembly
Netball
English
French
English
English
Debating
Assembly
English
Business project
English
Design and Technology & French
Drama
Drama
Business project
Psychology
Spring Concert
Business project
Evacuee Diary & English
History
Netball & English
Drama
Lego Castle
History

Flexing their business skills
A group of eight Syntax Business Studies students attended the London
Regional Finals of the Real Business Challenge, run by Coca Cola Enterprises.
The team chosen to represent St Edmund’s were the winners of an internal
competition, run across three Business Studies classes, which involved creating
a healthy juice drink and an accompanying brand.
The winning internal project was submitted to The Real Business Challenge and Coca Cola Enterprises who selected the
best ten entries from each region. St Edmund’s College was successful in reaching the London Regional Final which took
place in January at the Kia Oval, London.
On the day the teams were handed an envelope which contained a previously unseen business challenge, they then had
only four hours to work on ideas and prepare their presentation. The task was to develop an anti-litter campaign for their
local area using social enterprise and then to produce an effective promotion and marketing campaign. The aim of the day
was to give the students the opportunity to practise skills that will give them a competitive edge in the job market, from
teamwork to presentation skills and developing financial capabilities.
Teams had to meet various deadlines during the session but had the opportunity to work with a Coca Cola representative,
who acted as a business mentor throughout
the day, then had to present their ideas to a
panel of five judges who were involved in
running business enterprises linked closely
to social enterprise.
Our students were awarded the Runners-Up
trophy for coming 2nd out of the 125
schools that applied from the area – a
fantastic achievement!

Aiming high
for University
The College’s Pre-University Skills sessions for
Rhetoric II students have without a doubt been a
success, as they have not only helped me gain an
insight into what is likely to be expected of me at
university, but they have also made the process of
transitioning from sixth form to university much less
daunting.
These lessons have taught me that making essays
concise and ensuring that there is a level of cohesion
and flow in them are what can make the difference
between a upper Second Class and a First Class grade.
Lessons such as ‘Note Taking and Revision Skills’ and
‘Structuring Writing’ are delivered in a very interactive
way and cover a range of topics varying from ancient
history to modern day medicine, all of which makes it
easy for everyone to relate to and learn from.
As a pure Science student, I am really pleased with
the sessions as they are helping to develop and
enhance certain aspects of my education such as
critical analysis, arts and humanities research and
how to avoid plagiarism.

The St Ed’s team was commended for the
creativity of their presentation and the
confidence with which they presented it.

I plan on studying medicine and I know that the skills
I have gained from these sessions, such as the ability
to work with and synthesise material efficiently, will
help to see me through my future dissertation and
chosen career path.

The students involved were:
Amy Barrett, Oliver Corley, Molly Gardner,
Ciaran Mooney, Remmi Page,
Thanyaluk (Dream) Ruksujarit,
Taymen Sargusingh and Caitlin Stevens.

EMMANUELLA JUDE ASIEGBU

Prep Council elected
At the Prep School, Student Voice has been a highlight
of the year with a number of roles created for the
students. Art Ambassadors, Eco-Councillors, Prefects,
Sports Leaders and Librarians, not to mention Play
Leaders have all been appointed. The newest addition
to this list is the School Council.
Pictured below are some of the elected members of the
Council who all have responsibility to the children of
the school to record and debate suggestions for
improvement at various levels. The latest topic of
discussion is how to spend the £800 raised by the
Friends through the Easter Hamper Raffle. We will not
be surprised if we see some new playground equipment
appearing over the coming weeks!

continued from front cover...

Building development work continues
The room has the same new ceiling tiles and energy
efficient LED lighting as Talbot House and has had a full
redecoration and a new carpet. The Learning Support
maths classroom has also had a full refurbishment
including new ceiling tiles, LED lighting, full redecoration, a
new carpet, new furniture and a new iWall with a 55”
Smart TV. The room now has 10 x 10” Windows tablets
with keyboard docks in a lockable charging cabinet.
On the Butler Hall balcony, the weights equipment has
been moved to a new weights room downstairs. This has
freed up space to allow the purchase of some additional
equipment: 21 machines for cardio workouts including 4
rowing machines, 4 treadmills, 4 upright exercise bikes, 5
spinning/racing bikes, a ‘stepper’ and 3 elliptical trainers.
The area has also benefitted from new LED lighting and

full redecoration. The newly created weights room
downstairs now houses the equipment previously on the
balcony and 2 new custom built cable crossover machines
which allow students to perform over 50 different
exercises targeting different muscle groups, plus a new
weights bench and a new set of dumbbells.
The tennis courts have also been revamped and
resurfaced with a semi-permeable material which will
allow water to drain through, therefore keeping them
safe for use in wet weather and maximising the use
of the courts. Additionally, some maintenance has
been carried out to the all-weather pitch including
the spreading of new sand to extend its useful life.
Many thanks to all those who have made these
developments possible.
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Walking
Pilgrimage
On Palm Sunday the College was delighted to receive a
visit from members of the London leg of the Student
Cross Walking Pilgrimage to Walsingham.
The walk originated in 1945 when a large number of
students from all over Europe walked to Vezelay, praying
and trying to help make up for the sins of the Second
World War and to help work for peace and the restoration
of Europe. Some of the English members of this group
decided to begin an annual Pilgrimage Walk to the Shrine
of Our Lady of Walsingham and in 1948 this Student
Cross began.
Each ‘leg’ sets out from different parts of England and
they all meet on the afternoon of Good Friday in
Walsingham. Every group carries a large wooden Cross,
making an act of witness during Holy Week. Since its first
year the walkers have always stopped at our College. We
were happy to welcome them again, offer them
refreshments and show them our Chapel.

Lent
On Ash Wednesday the College gathered together to celebrate Mass and
the distribution of the Ashes; it was wonderful to see some of our Rhetoric
Eucharistic ministers taking an active role in the service.
During Lent students were invited to wear the usual purple ribbons as a reminder of this solemn time.
An increased number of students attended BC during Lent, in order to spend a few moments in the
presence of the Blessed Sacrament.
A group also met each Friday to pray the Stations of the Cross. The Ambulacrum display also gradually
revealed the story of Christ’s passion and death in a very concrete way.

Year of Mercy
The Year of Mercy continues; during the year we are hoping to find a variety of ways in which the students
can participate in the corporal works of mercy. In Charity Week we focused on ‘freeing the imprisoned’. The
Catholic Children’s society helps many children imprisoned by poverty to fulfil their God-given potential. Our
next focus is ‘Shelter the Homeless’ which will involve some students taking part in a sponsored sleep-out.

Tenebrae
On the last day of term we gathered for our annual Tenebrae service. This was a very moving service which
allowed us to reflect on the final days of Jesus’ life and to look ahead to the Resurrection.

Sharing The Real Meaning of Easter
Members of the Chaplaincy committee were happy
to be given a small Easter egg each and a copy of the
Easter story produced by The Real Easter Egg
Company.
Out of the 80 million chocolate Easter eggs sold
each year in the UK, The Real Easter Egg is the first,
and only, Fairtrade chocolate Easter egg company to
explain the Christian understanding of Easter on the
box and to include a ‘child friendly’ version of the
Easter story on leaflets included inside.

The company also gives sizeable donations from
profits and Fairtrade Premium fees to farmers
allowing them to invest in their local community,
from buying everything from school books and solar
panels to projects that help provide fresh water.
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Charity week
This year the chosen charity we were fundraising for was
the Catholic Children’s Society. Katie Waring gave an
assembly to the students describing the work of the
charity and explaining how its ethos fitted into the
‘Year of Mercy’. The money we raised will go into the
‘crisis fund’ which is used to help families buy food and
basic household furniture such as beds.

Prep’s poignant Easter story portrayal
In what has become a Prep tradition during the last week of the Lent Term, the children of Forms 1 to 6
presented the events of Holy Week in the College Chapel.
From youngest to oldest, each year group told a different section of the story through a mix of drama, poetry
and prayer, interspersed with powerful songs reflecting on the events. These were sung beautifully by
Choristers and other Form 6 children. The children all spoke and sang with impressive confidence and clarity
before the large audience of parents, grandparents and friends.
The Nursery and Reception children contributed to the occasion through the creation of a striking picture of a
cross formed of their colourful handprints set against a backdrop which sparkled in the sunlight. This picture was
displayed on the sanctuary of the Chapel during the performance and appeared on the cover of the programme.

The Spring Concert was a lovely evening with a wealth of
musical talent on display from all of the College ensembles, and
across an eclectic mix of genres.
Starting with a Mozart piano concerto, Alvaro Sánchez
Martínez performed his outstanding GCSE ensemble
piece, the famous and beautiful second movement of
Concerto No. 21, ably supported by our Senior String
Orchestra. The Orchestra gave a rich and warm
performance of Gabriel’s Oboe by Ennio Morricone
with James Hanley the stylish and lyrical oboe soloist.
This was followed by a spirited performance of
Haydn’s Concerto No. 104 in D Major, one of the
famous London Symphonies with plenty of sturm und
drang. Well done especially to the three Prep School
students performing in the concert: Freya Lund,
Honeysuckle Plummer and Thomas Starr.

During Charity Week students showed commitment and
creativity to raise as much money as possible to help
children less fortunate than themselves. Each day at
break and lunchtime the Ambulacrum became a busy
marketplace with stalls manned by students selling
popcorn, cakes, pizza, sweets and drinks alongside
Maggie Wang who was auctioning off some of her
wonderful artwork.

Mrs Slade’s String Group, led by Daniel Garvin then
treated us to the delight of Michael Haydn’s Toy
Symphony, with ‘toys’ being performed by the music
staff and senior musicians: Mr Benham on toy
trumpet, Mrs Noble on toy drum, Mrs Salter-Kay on
quail, Clara Barreda on cuckoo, James Hanley on the
nightingale, Tamsin Cass on triangle and Michael
Stephens-Jones on rattle.
Freya Burke performed her own interpretation of
Adele’s well known Hello accompanying herself on
guitar. Claudia Brooker gave a sparkling performance
of September in the Rain by Harry Warren on piano.

The Flute Group, Brass Ensemble and Clarinet Choir all
gave excellent performances of a wide variety of
repertoire from Mozart to Glenn Miller.
Rock Band showed their professionalism playing songs
from Nirvana, Arctic Monkeys, Chuck Berry and Royal
Blood under the leadership of Oliver Martin. Oliver
also played two fine classical guitar duets with guitar
teacher Mr Waters, one piece by Weiss written for
Baroque lutes and the other a foot-tapping piece
called Blue Bossa by Kenny Dorham. Senior musicians
Kathryn Salter-Kay and Michael Stephens-Jones sang a
Brahms duet Lass und Wandern, the soprano and tenor
voices blending beautifully.
We were delighted with Jazz Band’s new line up
performing Birdland and Born to be Wild. Trumpeter
Richard Stewart performed Stolen Moments as the
soloist in his GCSE ensemble piece using Jazz Band as
his ensemble. It was great to see so many
saxophones, some of the players having taken on
different roles including Claudia Brooker, Tamsin Cass,
and Jennifer Wilson moving from clarinet. We also
welcomed drummer Nathan Fredericks and Toby
Lindley on bass. Well done especially to Tamsin
and Teddy Sumsion for embracing new senior
roles in Jazz Band and performing as soloists.

The week also saw a staff football match, a rock concert
in the Douay Hall, a penalty shoot-out and a gladiator
competition as well as sponsored runs, swims and cycle
rides. We are delighted to say that we raised a grand
total of £17,000 for this worthwhile cause!
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St Edmund’s pupils complete their

National Citizen Service
We are pleased to report that two Rhetoric students, Josie McGurk and Megan
Schoeman, have recently completed the National Citizen Service programme whilst also
focusing on their studies and participating in The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award!
Josie tells us more: The National Citizen Service (NCS) is a nationwide government funded project; the NCS programme
consists of three parts, a Residential Trip, a Skills Course and a Social Action Project. The Residential Trip enables young
people to meet others and work as teams to complete challenges that are often out of their comfort zones. The Skills
Course aims to build skills for work and life, develop social skills and it allows young people to get their voices heard. The
Social Action Project is a scheme thought of and designed by the young people, which aims to make a difference within
the community and help those in it. The NCS course provides the young people taking part with accreditations and AQAs
as well as improving the quality of their CV, UCAS forms and personal statements.
Youth Connexions ran our programme during the school summer holidays and the October half-term. They took us to
Kingswood in Norfolk to complete the residential section of the scheme. We took part in activities, such as go karting,
zip-wiring, abseiling, fencing and archery as well as working together as a team to complete activities such as shelter
building, the nightline and team challenges. While doing this we became closer as a group and developed individually by
conquering our fears and pushing ourselves to attempt new activities.
Our Skills Course was a three-day long process where we were taught many different things, including how to have a
conversation in sign language, how to administer first aid, use a defibrillator and practise CPR, as well as how to cook.
As a group we decided, for our Social Action Plan, we were going to
undertake a garden project. The aim was to improve the garden area
at the Youth Centre in Marsh Lane, Ware. We planned to clear the
area, lay turf and include different plants. Before we began the
physical aspect of our Social Action Plan we needed to research
which plants were best suited to the conditions we wanted to grow
them in, what tools we would need and also the budget for the
different plants and accessories we wanted to feature in the garden
area. We contacted local businesses to see if anyone would donate
towards the project. Once we had completed these stages, whilst
working as a team to come up with the final design of the garden,
we began clearing the area.
After the ground had been cleared and prepared, we began laying the turf and positioning the bark, we planted the plants
and positioned them in the most suitable conditions for the type. We then added the finishing touches: a bench, a water
feature and fairy lights. We also used our talents to design a picture that could be painted onto the end of the garden
container in order to make it more attractive and to add our own touch and originality.
Once the project had been completed we celebrated our achievements by organising and hosting a barbeque. This was a
great way to show people the work we had done for the community while celebrating and enjoying the company of the
others in our group before the experience finished.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award - Update
It has been a busy few weeks for The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award participants. At the end of February
students from Syntax to Rhetoric all took part in a training day at the College. This involved learning
a variety of skills including tent pitching, cooking on stoves, navigation, first aid and evaluating what
kit to bring. The training day really enthused the students ready for their upcoming expeditions.
At the end of the Lent term, the Silver walkers completed their practice expedition in the Peak
District, the Silver canoers headed down the River Nene and the Gold canoers attempted the River
Severn. Both Silver groups completed their practice expeditions successfully, learning lots of new
skills in preparation for their assessed expeditions at the end of June, after completing their GCSE
examinations. Unfortunately, for the Gold group, Storm Katie caused us many problems. The first day the group moved
to the Shropshire Canal but by the second day the river levels had risen dramatically and the expedition had to be
postponed. Although disappointed, the students showed great maturity and are determined to complete the practice
during the Trinity term after completing their AS examinations.
A special thank you goes to all the staff that accompanied these groups, to parents for their continued support and the
students for displaying such enthusiasm for the Award. We look forward to seeing the Bronze students in action over the
Bank Holiday weekend.

6

COLLEGE LIFE SPRING 2016

Crest turned to stone
In early March 2016 the first cohort of Rhetoric II
International Baccalaureate students completed
their impressive mosaic project.
After almost a year of planning, at the beginning
of September 2015, we began constructing the
large, 12 square foot, mosaic of the 1994 College
coat of arms. Though not all of the IB students
taking part were artists we have all thoroughly
enjoyed engaging in the art of mosaics and have
gained a new respect for the art form.
Under the expert guidance of our Artist-inResidence Mrs Stringer, we began the first phase
of turning our coat of arms into a mosaic. We
started by tracing a full size image onto our base
board and sealing it with glue. Once completed
we had the foundation to begin the long task of
cutting, shaping and cementing the tile pieces to
the board. The mosaic features a mixture of
Vitmos glass mosaic tiles from Italy and Porcelain
Cinca mosaic tiles from Portugal.
Having spent the previous week being taught the
intricacies and techniques behind cutting mosaic
tiles, we started to attach the first border tiles to
the base. We met every Wednesday, working
during lunchtimes over the course of 20 weeks.
During this time, we made great headway with
the construction of this mosaic, each week
engaging in something different from washing the
packaging off the tiles, to cutting them into small
rectangles for the black borderlines. Finally we
completed our College mosaic.
This venture into the world of mosaics would not
have been possible without the continual support
of the College Art department and of course Mrs
Stringer our resident mosaic expert.

Air Experience
On Tuesday 19th January, six of our senior RAF cadets set off to RAF Wittering for their ‘air experience’ flying!
As we arrived in our ‘blues and berets’ we were greeted by our instructor for the day.

Fairtrade fortnight
This year the focus of our Fairtrade fortnight took
inspiration from a quote by Martin Luther King...

“Before you finish your breakfast
this morning, you’ve depended
on more than half the world”.
It reminded us that we are all interdependent
and that we should strive for justice for the
millions of farmers and workers who work hard
every day to grow the food we eat - many
earning an insufficient wage to know where their
next meal is coming from.
The students were provided with information
leaflets about Fairtrade, wore stickers showing a
variety of Fairtrade products and were able to
take part in a Fairtrade quiz.
The winners were Niamh Beagon
and Aryaman Solanki, who received
a selection of Fairtrade products.

We then went over all the safety procedures of flying and practised how we would
get out of the aircraft and jump safely using a parachute. We all made jokes and
started to make up different situations which might happen in the air. Ben Perry
remained adamant that he would leave the pilot no matter what was happening
whilst Alice Martin, Joe Roberts and I took numerous selfies in Luca Buraglio’s glasses,
pretending we were real pilots!
It was then time for us to go up into the air. I put on my jumpsuit, gloves and
helmet and made it outside ready to get in the plane. I went up in the air for about
40 minutes, taking control of the plane once in flight, learning how to move it
around steadily and moving up and down.
After this was the really exciting bit: the pilot took control back and we did different
aerobatic stunts. Loop-the-loop followed by barrel rolls which really made my head
spin but it was worth it! The sheer excitement of turning upside down in the air and
seeing the world turning around outside was amazing. When my time was up we
returned to the ground where everyone else was waiting. Once we were all safely
back on the ground, we compared the photos we had taken in the air - Maggie
Wang’s images looked like she had been flying in another country - but we all left
energised and amazed by the whole experience.
As we returned on the bus, back to school, we were all very hyper after the
exhilaration of our flights – I think we may have annoyed Mr Webster slightly by
singing the whole way home!
Thank you for the experience and for putting up with us Mr Webster!
BY FIONNUALA MARSHALL

A touch of Brass
This year we have had a very successful
programme of taking our smaller ensembles into
the Prep School to perform in their occasional
assembly on Friday mornings.
On Friday 11 March the College Brass Ensemble,
(complete with two trumpets, one cornet and a
euphonium) delighted the children with a
selection from Josh MacKenzie’s brass collection.
Not only do the Prep pupils appear to love the
opportunity to see the instruments being played
‘live’ for them, but it is an excellent practice
ground for the senior students, some of whom
have never performed in front of an audience
before. We also hope the initiative will help to
stimulate an interest in playing an musical
instrument in our younger students.

Prep pupils are evacuated
As part of their topic on WW2, Form 6 spent the day as 'evacuees'. The children
were met by the Form 6 Billeting Officers and given identity cards and name labels
before being sent off in groups to take part in a variety of themed activities including
making gas masks and cooking with rations.
In the afternoon, after practising marching as part of the Home Guard with Major
Jones and Flying Officer Hart, the children were taken on a walk and planted a tree
in memory of all those killed in the Second World War.
The wonderful carrot cookies they had made in the morning were devoured before
the children danced and sang songs from the era. The day concluded with everyone
writing a postcard home to let their parents to let them know that they were safe
and having a good time.
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hair s pra y
THE BROADWAY MUSICAL

After months of planning, weeks of rehearsals and hours of perfecting, the College brought the musical
Hairspray to The Spotlight Theatre, Broxbourne to the delight of the packed auditorium!
It was the best prepared and most polished performance
we have ever given, on the staff side this was down to the
incredible hard work and dedication shown by Alex Purves
our director, Alex James our choreographer and Karen
Salter-Kay the musical director. We were also fortunate
this year to be helped by Ali Latchford with the
choreography and Margaret Taylor with vocal coaching,
who both made a significant contribution to ensure that
this year’s production was such a huge success.

that the future performances will be excellent for a long
time particularly with Alexia-Boyd Carpenter and
Fionnuala Marshall continuing their involvement. Irene
Jackson Silah was a great discovery this year and played
her part with incredible soul and was matched on the
other side of the plot line by Catherine New. One of our
strongest seniors was Jessica-Angel McAleese and we were
indebted to her mother Mrs Phillips and also Mrs Bolton
for helping with last minute costume alterations.

Throughout the whole of the production, preceding the
show week and during it, the people that made it all
worthwhile were the students. One of the key themes and
a song in the show is The Nicest Kids in Town and I truly
believe our students are some of the nicest kids in town!
They were not only excellent representatives of the
College outwardly, but they also showed the deeper
significance of the themes within the musical in their
performances.

We would not have been able to fully show the talent of
our students on stage without the help of those behind
the scenes. Led by Jason Hounsell, our backstage crew
were essential to the smooth running of the show.
Particular mentions go to Louis Mowbray, Jennifer Wilson
and Freya Burke who had to learn very quickly how to
operate the complex lighting board. In total over the
whole period of the production around one hundred
students were involved in various different capacities,
making it truly a whole College production.

We had some incredibly enthusiastic Elements students
this year, of which Nina Bayford stands out for her
dedication. It was also pleasing to see students improving
from their performances last year, such as Edward Marshall
who really came into his own as ‘Mr. Pinky’. The students
managed to balance a lot of commitments over the entire
process and to give an example, on the final weekend Lara
Chick had netball training and a hockey tournament as
well as attending all the rehearsals. She is just one of a
strong crop of students in Grammar and Syntax who show
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Of course we were blessed with our cast of main
characters: Kathryn Salter-Kay; Austin Arnold; a shining
debut from Louie Seers; Soraya Omotosho; Jordache
Cameron; Leah Refson; Axel Wise, who is just such a
natural; Tobi Unuefa gave a powerful performance in her
first outing on stage; Alice Martin who we have run out
of superlatives for; Croia McDermott who in her last
production produced one of the strongest characterisations
we have seen and will be sorely missed next year;

Marcus Drabwell who effectively stole the show as Mrs
Turnblad; and Augusta Thorneycroft who led from the
front, was a role model to all and an excellent ambassador
for the College.
Half a Sixpence and Singin’ in the Rain were musicals
written for their stars Tommy Steele and Gene Kelly, but
Hairspray was about something a lot more meaningful.
We were presenting real history on stage and showing a
struggle “we still have yet to win”. In Hairspray all it took
was for one girl, Tracy, to decide to take a stand against
what she rightly saw as an injustice and it caused a
change.
The students
of the College
are the next
generation and
hopefully by
participating
in this year’s
production
they realise
that they have
the power to
cause change
and make the
world a better
place.

Continued Athletics
Success for Ella

Walking the walk and giving
the talk - Charlie Walker
Our Rhetoric students were privileged to be able to see
Charlie Walker and hear his talk on his epic bicycle journey
through 61 countries when he decided he wanted to see the
world ‘on the slow and on the cheap’.
Callum Barrett tells us about it:
In 2010 Charlie Walker set out on a bicycle journey that was to
last four and a half years and cover 43,620 miles. The route took
him via Nordkapp, Singapore and the Cape of Good Hope in
South Africa. However, it was not an easy ride; Charlie faced
many obstacles on his journey as well as physical and mental
challenges. Charlie shared it all, the highs and the lows, with us.

On a mid-March weekend, Ella Wansell competed in the
Hertfordshire, Kent and Middlesex County Indoor
Championships, which was held at the Lee Valley
Athletics Centre. Ella ran in the U17 200m on the
Saturday and the U17 60m on the Sunday representing
Enfield and Haringey AC.

It was an inspirational, fascinating and engaging talk. Listening
to his tales of adventures across different countries and
continents was thought provoking and inspiring. Charlie showed
us pictures he captured along the way and we felt this was an
effective means to engage us and vividly imagine this surreal
adventure he undertook. His enthusiasm for life, readiness to
embrace new cultures and endeavour in conquering personal and
physical difficulties was an inspirational message for us all. His
determination and resilience to overcome these challenges was
refreshing. He has shown us that anything is possible with
commitment, hard work and a drive for what you are wanting to
achieve in life.

Science Bulletin

We are delighted to report that Ella won both her 200m
and 60m finals and was duly crowned Hertfordshire
County Champion, which is a fantastic achievement in
her first competition in the U17s category, especially as
she was up against competitors over a year older than her.

Top marks in the GCSE Physics Olympiad Challenge
were awarded to St Edmund’s Alvaro Sánchez Martínez
(Poetry).
A Certificate of Commendation was awarded to
Emmanuella Jude Asiegbu (Rhetoric II) by the British
Physics Olympiad for her project on Resonance.
Lewis Jarvis (Rudiments) and Nina Bayford (Elements)
had their posters selected to represent the school at
the GSK Science Poster Competition.

200m Final

1st (Gold)

Time 25.70

60m Final

1st (Gold)

Time 7.89

Ella is currently ranked 8th in the whole of the UK for
200m with a Personal Best time of 25.34.
Ella will now be training hard towards the outdoor season
of Nationals, English Schools, Bedford International,
and South of England Championships as well as
competing for her club Enfield and Haringey.

Congratulations go to Fionnuala Marshall, Ciaran
Mooney, Alex Watts, Oliver Carr, Teddy Sumsion and
Joe Canavan who made up the St Edmund’s team
which finished 4th in the GSK Science Week Challenge.

Keep up the great work Ella!

Music to their ears
We were treated to one delight after another in the
Senior Vocal Recital in February. Many styles and
genres were presented and there were some wonderful
and crowd-pleasing performances, clearly enjoyed by
the students themselves.
We started off with a bang with a cleverly choreographed
duet of Baby Dream Your Dream by Coleman & Fields and
sung by Lily Hawthorne and Fionnuala Marshall. A second
duet, beautifully and poignantly performed by Felicity
Bourdillon and Catherine New was Eva Cassidy’s version of
Autumn Leaves by Joseph Kosma. Michael Stephens-Jones
sang Whither Must I Wander, in his lovely tenor voice which
is most suited to the tonal poetry of Vaughan Williams.

Fionnuala Marshall, a young singer with great potential,
gave a superb performance of Climb Ev’ry Mountain from
The Sound of Music.
Pablo Sánchez Martínez stole the show with a fine operatic
performance of O Sole Mio by Capurro and Capua.
Augusta Thorneycroft
and Marcus Drabwell,
the stars of our
production Hairspray,
took centre stage again
– Augusta with the show
favourite I Can Hear the
Bells and Marcus with a
fine performance of
Stars from Les

Misérables. Kathryn Salter-Kay performed En Prière by
Fausé with her sonorous and expressive voice. James
Hanley, with a little help from Mr Royall, performed for the
finale an Eagles favourite Desperado in honour of the
recent death of Glenn Frey. A marvellous concert!
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Students explore CERN
Sixteen students from Poetry and Rhetoric I recently enjoyed discovering the origins
of the universe at the CERN research facility near Geneva.
The morning was spent exploring the Microcosm exhibition which provided
fascinating information regarding the evolution of the universe since the Big
Bang, how the CERN research facility was constructed, what the scientists
and engineers do and how CERN has contributed to the world far beyond
the realms of physics, e.g. the invention of the internet.

They learnt that only 4% of the entire universe is made of matter...
the rest is dark matter and dark energy. To see the CMS detector students
had to descend 100m underground where the 27km long particle
accelerator is located. At CMS they are able to detect extremely short-lived
particles named Muons.

In the afternoon pupils were given a talk by a research scientist all about
CERN followed by a tour of the AMS and CMS detectors. The AMS detector
is actually located on the International Space Station so at CERN they
analyse the detection of cosmic rays in a hunt for anti-matter.

The visit was perfectly timed as the detector was stripped down and opened
for repair. It will be restarted next month where researchers hope to confirm
the finding of the graviton or perhaps an entirely new particle, and with that
new physics and understanding (or confusion!) about our universe.

Ski Trip 2016 - New Hampshire, USA
After a full day of travelling we finally
arrived at the Kancamangus Lodge, New
Hampshire. We were excited to see that
the Lodge was surrounded in a layer of
white and we could see the slopes of Loon
waiting to welcome us the following day.
The next morning everyone was eager to
get out on the slopes and were in high
spirits as we made the short 5-minute
journey to Loon Mountain. After a
seamless ski fit all lessons were underway
by 9am. It was a chilly overcast day, but
all students set about learning techniques
and developing skills that would be tested
to the full throughout the week.
After a well-earned lunch, each group
ascended up the ski lift into the clouds for
the afternoon lessons, followed by an
early dinner at the hotel and the eagerly
anticipated Quiz Night. Questions
ranging from, ‘What drinks brand is made
in Atlanta, Georgia?’ to ‘Did Mr Cunnah
audition for Take Me Out?’ had the
students flexing their brain power.
Exhausted from the day’s activities
everyone was in bed by 8.30pm to rest
their tired limbs in preparation for the
next day.
We woke up to the sun shining through
our blinds and perfect blue skies at
6:15am, just time for a quick breakfast
before heading off to the slopes for the
start of lessons at 8am. The blue skies
remained all day and all groups enjoyed
the warm conditions, even if it did lead to
some challenging snow conditions. Enzo
Piccirillo completed the afternoon session
by utilising the little known stopping
technique of ‘skiing into the side of a
building’; thankfully he escaped with little
more than bruised pride!
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After lessons had finished we travelled
back to the hotel to change before
transferring to the Tilton Outlet’s
Shopping Village, where students sampled
the finest of American cuisine (Burger
King, McDonald’s and KFC) and helped to
boost Nike profits! We then headed to
Plymouth University for a couple of hours
of ice skating before returning to the hotel.
A new challenge awaited the pupils as we
switched venue to Cannon Mountain for
the remaining three days of skiing.
Lessons started at 9.30am and were
followed later by a relaxing evening of
swimming, basketball and a bonfire.
Day Five surprised us with: RAIN! All day
and all evening! But it didn’t dampen our
spirts or stop the skiing. The rain meant
the snow was softer and allowed students
to really work on their turns. As the
afternoon wore on students became
soaked and cold - gradually they started
to accumulate at the base lodge, with the
beginners’ group being the only ones who
stayed out to the bitter end, all credit to
them! A warm evening at the cinema to
watch Batman vs Superman followed, as
our ski kit got a flying visit to the
launderette to be dried for the next day’s
skiing – thanks to Jacqui our ski rep for
working like a whirling dervish to achieve
this heroic feat!
Thankfully, the following morning we
awoke to dry, cold conditions and it was
clear that there had been some overnight
snowfall, the slopes were in great
condition and everyone had a fantastic
last day of skiing. All students completed
their lessons, thanked the instructors and
handed their equipment back before
returning to the hotel.

After a quick wash and change we
walked to St Joseph’s Church for Mass
before dinner in the hotel, followed by
a presentation evening and packing
our bags ready for departure the
following morning.
We were up at 6.15am to ensure we
made the most of our last day. A stop at
Rockingham Park Mall where the students
shopped ‘til they dropped and then on to
Boston for a tour of the most historical
and significant buildings in American
history. Students explored Quincey
market before following the ‘Freedom
Trail’ past other historical sites including
‘Old State House’, the site of the ‘Boston
Massacre’ and the Granary Burying

Ground before a stroll through Boston
Common in the beautiful afternoon sun.
We then made our way to the Skywalk
observatory at the top of the Prudential
Centre to take in the breath-taking 360
degree views of Boston.
After all the walking the students were
rather hungry so we finished off our tour
with dinner at the Hard Rock Café before
heading to the airport for our overnight
flight back to the UK.
A big thank you goes to Miss Simon, Mr
Cunnah, Mrs Theroulde and Mr
Goodfellow for all their help in making the
trip such a success and enabling the
students to enjoy such a fantastic
experience.

A new chapter opens
with World Book Day
Author visits
World Book Day is a day set aside each year to enjoy books and
promote reading. At St Edmund’s we celebrated the event by
inviting some fantastic authors to come and talk to our students.
This was an amazing opportunity for pupils to meet authors, learn
about their books and gain an insight into the writing process.
We were delighted to welcome our first visitor, author Stephen Davies. Stephen is a
travel writer and an author of adventure thrillers for children and young people. His
books are usually set in West Africa as he spent 13 years there working as a
missionary. Stephen spoke to Elements students and held them spellbound as he
talked about his novel Hacking Timbuktu, an excellent novel in the thriller genre. The
story follows two boys as they journey from England to Timbuktu on the trail of
ancient hidden treasure. Stephen ran two very productive creative writing workshops
based on the thriller genre, with a set of Rudiments students and a set of Grammar
students. Book Club students had the added treat of meeting Stephen for an informal
lunchtime talk in the Library, which had been supplied with St Edmund’s chocolate
brownies!
On World Book Day itself,
Thursday 3rd March, we were
excited to welcome acclaimed
author and illustrator, Dave
Shelton, to talk to our Rudiments
students. Dave is the author and
illustrator of A Boy and a Bear in a
Boat which was shortlisted for the
Carnegie Medal a few years ago.
His latest book, Thirteen Chairs, is
a collection of ghostly tales for
teenage readers. Students
enjoyed seeing slides of his
illustrations and some examples
from his comic book, Good Dog,
Bad Dog. Dave also ran a couple
of creative writing workshops
with Grammar and Syntax, as
well as doing a special lunchtime
talk for Book Club students. One
of our Rudiments students
bought all three of Dave’s
published books and has read
them all already!
Our final visiting author was Jon Robinson, the author of Nowhere, a dystopian teen
thriller. He has now also written two sequels and they are all exciting and compelling
reads. Jon gave a very entertaining and thought-provoking talk for our Elements
students. He explained about his first attempt at writing a story at school and his
journey to becoming a published author. Jon proved very popular with students and
many queued up to get a signed copies of his books. Jon ran a couple of creative
writing workshops during the day with Rudiments and Grammar. Book Club students
had the extra treat of meeting Jon at a special lunchtime talk in the Library where he
read an extract from the book he is working on at the moment.

Prep Concerts
Over fifty Form 3 to 6 children participated in two concerts during the week before
February half term.
During almost two hours of music making, Prep children performed solo on a variety
of instruments, including piano, keyboard, voice, violin, guitar, flute, recorder, trumpet
and drum kit. For many children it was their first experience of playing or singing in a
concert. The full audiences of family and friends provided friendly support and there
were many appreciative comments about the children’s confidence and enjoyment of
the occasion. We were pleased to welcome our peripatetic singing teachers Miss
Taylor and Mr Veasey to accompany their pupils.

Incorporated Society of Musicians concert
On 20th March some of Miss Taylor’s singing pupils from the College and Prep took part in
a Sunday concert in Old Harlow. This allowed them the opportunity to perform their
examination pieces in front of a varied audience in a formal setting. They all sang
beautifully and were all a credit to the College.
Students taking part: Honeysuckle and Caspian Plummer, Emily and Ben Thomas,
Matthew Parker, Molly Gaughan, Simon D'Cruz, Martina Giordano, Ben Mathison.

It was wonderful to have such a range of talented authors in school. Students have
been introduced to new ideas and new books, and been inspired to read more. A
special thank you must go to our local independent bookseller, Elaine Penrose, for
supporting our events and making such a huge range of titles available for our
students to buy.
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Anna plays footy for England
The selection process for the national team is understandably
very long and involves a lot of hard work, but was all worth it - I was
delighted to receive my second international cap representing the
Independent Schools Football Association (ISFA) this year, 2016.
The initial stages of the process are the regional trials; once all the
players for the regional teams have been selected across the country,
a tournament is held at Harrow School where all the teams play
against each other competing for the regional cup. The National
scouts look at all the players and select individuals for the next
round. Once players are selected they are invited on a weeklong residential camp in the summer at Oakham School, from here
the national coaches will pick a national squad for the following
season. If you are selected for the national team you are invited on
a series of football camps throughout the year during holidays
and half terms. Even though you have made it through to the
national team it is still always hard work as you are constantly
fighting for your place in the squad.
I feel lucky to have been chosen to play at right back in the starting
XI, in the national squad, for two years now. We have played games
against Scotland, Wales, Australia, England Schools, Leicester Ladies,
Cambridge University and various other clubs.

On Friday 11th March eight St Edmund’s students
embarked on a weekend trip which would ultimately
result in them jumping out of a plane!
Sgt. Austin Arnold tells us more about the two days of parachuting in Netheravon:
The students had a series of lessons, spread over the
first day, to complete their training, which consisted of
deploys, handles and gadgets; we were reassured that
being a ‘static line jump’ there is not too much to
worry about as the parachute deploys itself when
leaving the plane and there are a number of failsafes
built in. We learnt about hazards when landing:
learning to steer clear of buildings, lakes and water,
roads, trees and pylons. The golden rule is to “look
away, steer away” as soon as possible. Then we moved
onto exits, learning how to exit the plane properly. In
the afternoon we were taught canopy control, holding
zones, reserve drills and how to land.
The next morning the students all experienced a
mixture of emotions: excitement, nerves and
understandably a touch of apprehension.
The last thing we had to complete before we would be
allowed to jump was a theory test consisting of 25
questions, all of which had to be answered correctly to
gain a pass and qualify us as ready to jump. Then it
was time to get airborne and get serious. We collected
our equipment: the pre-packed parachutes, helmet,
altimeter and radio, along with a very fetching jumpsuit. Gearing up took a little while and then we waited
for an hour before we got our call to make our way
outside for final kit checks.
With all of us on the plane we took off climbing to
1000ft and another equipment check. 3000ft and the
door opened, red light on, get ready. A final word from
our instructor and that was it. 3500ft, green light, we
were good to jump. First one in the door was Toby,
“jump” and he was gone, out the door and into the sky
all in a matter of seconds. Next was Dr. Cairns, “jump”
and he was gone too. We all successfully completed
the jump and all made good exits and landings.

Sadly I leave St Edmund’s this year, but my experience with ISFA has
been one that I will always remember and representing my school
on a International level has been such an honour. I am donating my
second cap to the College, as without St Edmund’s I would
never have been a part of the Independent Schools Football
Association. I hope to continue playing once I am at university and
hopefully represent my country, at a senior level, in the future.
ANNA RE

Footballing Success
Congratulations to Oliver Luck
who has been selected to
represent England for the
Independent Schools Football
Association U14 team. He has
been to St George’s Park to train
and has already played a game
against Birmingham City U14
squad in which he scored a goal.
Over Easter the team will play
Scotland. Good luck Oliver with
the rest of the season – keep up
the good work!
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Having plucked up the courage to face their fears, the
mix of adrenaline and exhilaration that everyone
experienced having risen to the challenge will never be
forgotten.
It was a fantastic trip to be a part of and a truly amazing experience, as well as something I would
like to carry on with and advance further. Thank you to Major Jones for organising this amazing trip
for us. For any other cadets or students considering a jump, don’t worry, it is honestly one of the
safest trips I have ever been on and you will never forget conquering any fear you may have.

Prep
for the Blind Assembly
In January, Prep’s Campion House invited a puppy
walking volunteer, and her puppy, into our school
assembly so the children could learn more about
this amazing partnership between ‘man and beast’.

Playing Real football
The Real Madrid football tour consisted of an exciting jam-packed itinerary and the opportunity to
experience life as a ‘Galactico’ for the lucky pupils in Rudiments and Grammar who took part.
The tour kicked off early on Friday 12th February. Pupils met at Stansted airport for their early flight to Madrid
and onward transport to the Real Madrid Football Academy, where they enjoyed their first training session with
the Real Madrid coaching staff. Having built up an appetite, students enjoyed tucking into their evening dinner,
which re-booted their energy levels enough for a spot of bowling in central Madrid.
The Saturday was also an action packed day, as
the boys enjoyed another training session as
well as the privilege of watching Real Madrid
beat Athletic Bilbao 4-2, at the Santiago
Bernabéu Stadium. The boys were thrilled to
watch the skills of Cristiano Ronaldo and the
rest of the team first hand. The pupils then
enjoyed Mass and dinner.
Sunday consisted of another football training session and a behind the scenes tour of the Santiago Bernabéu
Stadium. The boys learnt about the history of the club and its heritage. They also enjoyed seeing the manager’s
dugout and the players’ changing room facilities. After a lot of shopping at the Club Shop the boys took part in
their first match against S.A.D. Espartales Sur, where our players dug in and came from 4-0 down to draw the
match 4-4. The match was entertainment at its best with brilliant performances all round. Mr Durán had come
to watch and support the teams and was treated to some excellent footballing skills.
On the Monday, pupils went to Real Madrid for their final training session and football presentation. Under the
guidance of the Real Madrid coaching staff, the players had all made significant progress over the weekend and
had enjoyed the high standard of facilities. The tour finished with the visit to Colegio Stella Maris La Gavia where
the pupils were reunited with Brother Fernando. The boys toured the school and its facilities including a stunning
new Chapel. After lunch, they played a fixture against Stella Maris and were pleased to win 4-1.
The trip was a great success, I thank all the boys for their efforts and behaviour throughout. I also thank Mr Jones
and Mr Plummer for their help on the tour.
MR CUNNAH

Congratulations to the six Rhetoricians who were awarded the coveted ‘bunny tie’ this March. Students are
awarded this prestigious tie for ‘going above and beyond’ and demonstrating Edmundian spirit through their
various endeavours. The tie is awarded to a select few students each year, so well done to the worthy winners!

Pictured: Briana Cumberbatch, Jessica Menezes, Megan Schoeman, Emmanuella Jude Asiegbu and Josie McGurk
Not pictured: Eleanor Wells.

Form 3 had a treat when Milo (the Labradoodle),
Sarah (a puppy walking volunteer) and Lisa
(Community Fundraiser from Guide Dogs for the
Blind) visited the classroom. Milo is only 11 months
old but has a very placid nature. The children in
Form 3 were stroking and hugging him and Milo
didn’t mind at all! Lots of questions were asked
and the children enjoyed completing a Guide Dog
Fact File.
Sarah has been a puppy walking volunteer for guide
dogs for many years and told us many interesting
facts. Firstly, a guide dog puppy in training lives
with the puppy walking volunteer for approximately
14 months. During this period, a puppy grows up
in a social situation and learns about different
environments which it may later work in. At around
14 months the dogs then enter one of the four
National Training Centres for a 17 week period to
start their formal guide dog training. Each dog
will complete a second training phase in one of 20
mobility teams around the country. Once this is
complete the guide dog mobility instructor will
spend about six weeks working with the client who
is blind or partially sighted and their guide dog.
It costs Guide Dogs nearly £50,000 to support a
guide dog from birth to retirement. In the assembly
St Edmund’s Prep was pleased to present a cheque
for £2,445 raised from fundraising events organised
by Campion House. Money is still coming in and a
further donation will be made
to achieve our target total of
£2,500. Thank you very much
to all who have supported
this cause. St Edmund’s
Prep will be
sponsoring and
naming a puppy
in the near future
and we look
forward to
meeting the
dog and being
updated
on its progress.
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