College Life
SPRING 2015

THE NEWSLETTER OF ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE & PREP SCHOOL

Students secure offers
from top universities
St Edmund’s is delighted to announce that this year three Edmundian
students have secured offers from the University of Cambridge. Places
have been offered to study Law at Jesus College, Chemical Engineering at
Queens’ College and English Literature at Downing College.

This edition comes half way during the academic
year and it is fascinating to look back on how
much has been achieved; September may already
seem a long time ago but in school terms it has
not even been twenty weeks and how busy and
successful each one of those has been!
With Spring very much
here I hope that all our
students will take
confidence and pride in
what has already been
achieved to drive them
on, particularly those
facing the challenges of
public examinations
and life beyond the
College. It is not
difficult to look at the
world beyond the
College gates and be
anxious and fearful, but
we put our trust in the Lord and remain confident that
what we stand for and offer at the College prepares our
children to be brave and optimistic. As I write Charity
Week is in full swing and I can think of no better example
of our mission brought to life by the love and support
from our students for those less fortunate.
As you will notice this edition of College Life also includes
Avita Pro Fide, our magazine for Old Edmundians. We
have brought these two publications together to
highlight what a thriving community Edmundia is,
be it in the Nursery or Rhetoric or from our network of
Edmundians that spans the globe.

Congratulations to Elizabeth Hartley, Deputy Head Girl and Matthew Wilson, Head of Poynter House,
both scholars, who have studied at St Edmund’s since Elements (Year 7), and to Jinhao Lou, who joined
us in Rhetoric (Sixth Form). All have embraced all that the College offers in line with our Catholic
Mission to provide a true all-round education.

PAULO DURÁN, HEADMASTER

This year twelve students successfully gained interviews and although not all were offered places the
majority have received offers to other excellent universities including Imperial College, Durham, York,
Warwick and Bath.
Mrs Cartwright, proud Head of Rhetoric, said, “Working with students at this time is always a privilege
and a pleasure. We work hard to support students through what can be a stressful period. We prepare
them well and support them throughout, whatever the outcome. We focus very much on the
experience, believing that our students gain a great deal by participating in this process. They are all
impressive students!”
She adds, “The level of support the students provide to each other is remarkable. They are exceptional in
their loyalty to one another. What is particularly pleasing is the offer of support, especially to those
students who were not successful in gaining Oxbridge offers. In true Edmundian spirit our students are
delighted for those who were successful and supportive and encouraging to those who were not. All of
our students have offered to provide help to the next Oxbridge cohort who are now in the process of
preparing their applications for October 2015!”
Headmaster Mr Durán remarked, “We are very proud of all our students’ achievements and commend
those who have already gained such excellent university offers in what is a very competitive application
process. Over the coming months we look forward to seeing where the rest of our Rhetoric cohort will
move to and keep them in our prayers as they work hard over the coming months preparing for their
final examinations”.

St Edmund’s College is
delighted to welcome Steve
Mooney as our Head of Sport.
Steve joins us from East
Norfolk Sixth Form College
with an impressive track record
of achievement. He led East
Norfolk to win accolades
including Sports School of the
Year for Norfolk, BBC Look East Sports School of the Year and
the Clifford Dixon Trophy for Best College for Sport in the East
Region, a title it has held for eight years. Under his leadership,
the women’s rugby team won the Rosslyn Park National
7-a-side Tournament and the College also garnered numerous
national titles for men and women’s football and hockey.
...continued on page 2
THE NEWSLETTER OF ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE & PREP SCHOOL

continued from front cover...

New Head of
Sport appointed

Singin’ in the Rain!

Steve was born in Dublin, Ireland and moved to the
UK when he was 13. After his A levels, he completed
a BSc (Hons) in Sports Science at Brighton
University where he played rugby for the university
and also for Lewes RFC. Following his degree Steve
took a year out, which he spent coaching and
playing squash professionally, gaining a level 3
coaching qualification in squash. He then
undertook a Masters in Recreation Management at
Loughborough where he represented the university
at squash, winning the BUSA championship.
After graduating from Loughborough in 1994, he
was employed by the College of West Anglia
(COWA), as a lecturer in Sport and Leisure
Management and steadily worked his way up to be
in charge of the HND programme and lead several
sport psychology modules on the Sport Science
degree programme. While working at COWA he
completed his PGCE and at the same time played
rugby for Norwich RFC, Norfolk RFU and Eastern
Counties RFU.
In 2000 Steve was appointed Head of Physical
Education at East Norfolk Sixth Form College and
began to submerge himself in raising the standard
of sporting provision. While there he became a
Practical Moderator (Team Leader) and Assistant
Principal Moderator for the Edexcel exam board and
also delivered an inset programme on their behalf
nationally.
After retiring from playing rugby Steve reverted to
playing squash for the Norfolk senior team and
captained the Over 35 team. He was also voted in
as Chairman of Norfolk Junior and Senior Squash –
a position he held for six years.
Steve’s considerable achievements led to him
becoming Vice Chair for the East Region Heads of
Sport Network and he was inducted into the British
Colleges Sport (BCS) Hall of Fame for his
volunteering work developing sport on a regional
and national level. He currently coaches rugby for
Leicester RFC at their Norfolk Development Player
Pathway and is keen to pass on his experience and
knowledge of rugby to St Edmund’s students.
Commenting on his appointment, Steve says,
“I am extremely excited about working at
St Edmund’s College where I intend to drive
improved sporting opportunities for all students.
My priority is to establish sport as an integral part
of College life, so that all students leave as wellbalanced individuals. I would like to drive up
sporting standards and ensure that each and every
student is challenged to reach their potential.”

He adds, “I’m really looking forward to working
with all students, staff and parents to provide
excellent sporting provision to match the high
academic standards at St Edmund’s College and
leading College teams to sporting success.”
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For three nights, in early February, over a thousand people braved the
freezing temperatures and journeyed to the Broxbourne Civic Hall to be
amazed by our students and their production of Singin’ in the Rain.
This was our second production at the Hall and we
knew after the success of Half a Sixpence that it
was a hard act to follow. Mr Durán said “It was
always going to be a tough challenge to match last
year’s production and I am proud to say that the
students did just that with a superbly entertaining
performance of this classic musical.”
The students played to a packed house every night
and this year saw special effects come to the fore
with the actors performing in ‘real rain’. This
surprising feature proved hugely entertaining for
the audience to watch and also added to the
authenticity of the performance overall.
Everyone involved worked so tirelessly in order to
bring everything together. The level of
commitment and professionalism among the cast
and crew was outstanding. The cast sacrificed
nearly every weekend since the start of the
academic year in order to rehearse.
There are too many students to name all the
individuals involved, but special thanks go to
Joseph Junkere, who excelled in the lead role as Don
Lockwood, Donna-Mariya Georgieva, Alfie Rice and
Kathryn Salter-Kay for the unbelievable level of

effort, talent and dedication they have shown
through the whole process.
Memorable moments from the
nights include Alice Martin and
Rosalyn Burroughs untangling their
dresses midway through a dance
number, but carrying on regardless,
as if nothing had happened. Even
our Elements students showed
themselves to be particularly
adept to being on the stage with
Emily Thomas displaying some
quick thinking to sweep props
into the wings when needed.
Thanks also go to Orchestra members Georgia
Ziebart, Robert Ryan, Daniel Garvin and most of all
Michael Stephens-Jones, who held their own in the
band playing with the professionals, Michael giving
the audience the authentic piano music during the
silent movie scenes.
It was the great team effort from all students and
staff involved that made this year’s production
such an outstanding success.

Capped for England
Anna Re, Rhetoric, has won an England Cap for the
national team representing the Independent
Schools Football Association.
Footballer Anna,
who plays for
Watford Ladies FC
at Right Back, has
been attending
training camps for
the ISFA national
team for over a
year now and has
played games
against Wales,
Cambridge and
Leicester City.
In recognition of
her talents she
was awarded her first England Cap in a game against
Australia on 1st February this year. The game was
hard fought but alas Australia overcame the England
team to win 4-0. A stinging loss but as Anna said “it’s
been a great experience, I loved every minute of it.” It
does not stop there, Anna is looking forward to
training in an upcoming regional training camp
followed by a Regional Festival of Football.
Well done Anna, a great achievement, keep up the
undoubtedly fancy footwork!

St Edmund’s Day for Rhetoric Students
St Edmund’s Day is a special day for the College for students of all ages and
Rhetoricians are no exception. All students enjoyed attending the Mass and for
some this was followed by either a trip to the London Eye or paintballing.
As the old saying goes, you never get a second chance to
make a first impression and, keen to ensure they made as
good an impression as possible, many of our Rhetoric II
students understandably chose to forgo the fun in order
to prepare for their university interviews.
We also invited pupils and teachers from John Henry
Newman in Stevenage to participate in the day.
Following Mass, our students met and prepared their
presentations (without the aid of Google – or even a
computer for that matter!) on their chosen course of
study. They were given five minutes to present to panels
and they were also questioned on their choices. This was
followed by an informal lunch and then an afternoon of
exacting but enlightening interviews in which students
had the opportunity to demonstrate their skills,
knowledge, interest and enthusiasm for their chosen field.
All participants had the opportunity to speak to a subjectspecialist and, in the majority of cases, were interviewed
by someone they had never met before, making the
experience even more authentic.
Subjects included: Actuarial Science; Architecture; Civil
Engineering; Chemical Engineering; Computer Science;
Economics; English Literature; Geography; History; Law;
Robotics; Mathematics; Medicine; Music; Psychology
and Physics.

Perhaps the most important aspect of the day was the
fact that our interviewers provided face-to-face feedback
to all candidates on an individual basis. Additionally,
subject groups were encouraged to develop their own
interests and ideas, away from the syllabus. Students
were also debriefed in terms of what went well and how
they could improve for the real thing.
The opportunity to be part of mock-interviews provided
all students with valuable preparation for their interviews.
It has resulted in great success with students securing
firm offers from Cambridge; Bristol; Bath; Durham; Exeter;
Edinburgh; Imperial; Kings; Leeds; Nottingham; UCL;
St Andrews; Warwick; Sheffield and York.

Headmaster’s Book
Congratulations to the following pupils who were selected to sign the Headmaster’s Book as recognition for their outstanding work:
Aimee Carhart
Alex Doyle
Alex Watts
Alexander Moore
Alice Martin
Anna Goodes
Austin Arnold
Bayleigh Akudolu
Ben Hart
Ben Perry

- Library
- DT
- English
- Most improved
- Remembrance Parade
- Grade sheet excellence
- Poppy Appeal
- English
- Remembrance Parade
- Remembrance Parade &
Poppy Appeal
Beth Gardner
- Music
Brandon Kwei
- Music
Caroline Bailey-Cowap - Futurechef competition
Charles O'Connor
- English
Charlie Ponting
- Futurechef competition &
English Coursework
Claudia Brooker
- English
Croia McDermott
- Grade sheet excellence
Eabha Rainey
- DT
Edward Marshall
- Exemplary conduct and
participation in Welcome Mass
Elizabeth Hartley
- EPQ Presentation & Helping with
visitors from Douai
Ella Buenaventura
- Girls Hockey
Ellie Gostling
- Exemplary conduct and
participation in Welcome Mass
Emmanuella Jude-Asiegbu - Outstanding effort
Ethan MacKenzie-Yapa - Rugby vs visitors from Douai &
Edmundian Spirit
Fabiana Ferraro
- French
Finlay Rowden
- Help in Food Tech

Francesca Haddon
- French
Freya Burke
- Grade sheet excellence
Haimish Patel
- Boys Hockey vs Douai visitors
Harvey Aylott
- Futurechef competition
Hoi Ying Au
- Hockey
Jack Aylott
- Poppy Appeal
Jack Ratledge
- Grade sheet excellence
Jake Sherlock
- Cross Country
Jennifer Webster
- Student Newspaper
Jinhao Lou
- Further Maths
Jonathan Fry
- DT
Jordache Cameron
- Music
Joseph Roberts
- Hard-working/well behaved
Justin Ighade
- DT
Kishan Patel
- Helping with Douai visitors
Katya Kosheleva
- Grade sheet excellence
Lana Alden
- History castle model
Lewis Jarvis
- Futuristic House - DT
Lily Hawthorne
- Singing
Luca Castiglioni
- Futurechef competition
Lucy Edmunds
- History
- Grade sheet excellence
Lucy Lee
Marcus Drabwell
- Hard-working/well behaved
Matthew Wilson
- French
Max Davies
- Music
Megan Schoeman
- Grade sheet excellence
Mia Kersey
- Representing 1st Team
Michael Stephens-Jones - Poppy Appeal
Milan McAllister-Aguilar- English Coursework
Millie George
- Courage

Mori Watanabe
Myles Dunnett
Nada Tadros
Nathan Fredericks
Oliver Carr
Oliver Luck
Oliver Martin
Olivia George
Olivia Leftwich
Pablo Blanco
Paige Hayes
Philippa O'Bryan
Rebecca Marks
Remmi Page
Ronnie Stephens
Rosalyn Burroughs
Ryan Mitchell
Simona Barakova
Sinead Bradley
Tamsin Cass
Tara Lane
Teddy Sumsion
Thomas MacDougall
Thomas Ruiz
Tauhida Babagana
Vicky Jingdan Qi
Will Turner
Yoorisabha Mika Pde

-

EPQ Presentation
Open Day
Music
Most improved &
Remembrance Parade
- Grade sheet excellence
- County Cup Football
- Sporting Achievement
- Girls hockey vs Douai visitors
- English
- DT
- English
- EPQ Presentation
- English
- Grade sheet excellence
- Rugby vs visitors from Douai
- Music
- Remembrance Parade &
Poppy Appeal
- Helping with Douai visitors
- Grade sheet excellence
- English
- Representing 1st Team
- English
- Most improved
- Exemplary conduct and
participation in Welcome Mass
- Outstanding effort in AS exams
- Grade sheet excellence
- Music
- EPQ Presentation
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Roald Dahl inspired

Prep St Edmund’s Day celebrations
Our St Edmund’s Day celebrations began at assembly, attired in an
astonishing array of Roald Dahl-themed costumes, led by a suitably
eccentric Mr Wonka (Mr Cartwright). The children of Miss James’s Speech
and Drama group entertained us with a lively singing and dancing
rendition of We are Revolting Children from the musical Matilda.

Children from Forms 1 to 6 then attended the visiting Arty-Fact Theatre
Company’s performance of Let’s Eat Grandma. After a rather wet break
time, children returned to classrooms and the Art Room for creative
writing and artistic activities, all focused on the Roald Dahl theme.
Meanwhile, a highly popular bouncy castle and obstacle course were
available all day for different groups of children.
The Form 6 Prefects had chosen a delicious lunch for all, after which the
children cheered the catering staff to thank them for their efforts. With
the weather improving after lunchtime, the children were able to enjoy
their usual ‘Fun Friday’ activities outside. Further creative and sporting
activities followed, before we met again as a whole school for Mass in the
College Chapel. Fr Peter’s congregation certainly presented a most
colourful spectacle!
Finally, while parents enjoyed a peaceful tea in the refectory, the children
danced off some energy at two discos, one of which featured the
irresistably-named DJ Tony Macaroni. Altogether, a highly enjoyable day
was had by children and staff alike.

St Edmunds’ Prep win football tournament
Recently our Prep Under 11 A team travelled to Stevenage Borough’s football academy to play in a tournament that
included 30 local schools. We won all of our first round matches to top the group; 4-0 against Camps Hill, 2-0 against
Mossbury, 3-0 against Giles School and 5-1 versus The Leys. The quarter final against Stonehill was a tense encounter
with our opposition equalising late to send the match into extra-time. With penalties looming, we grabbed a late goal
to win 3-2. The semi-final ended in a 1-0 victory against Stapleford. The final against Millmead School, was played at
a blistering pace with some outstanding football, and a stunning volleyed goal securing a 3-1 victory.
In March, our Under 11 A team will travel to Portsmouth football academy to play in the South of England finals.
Our boys will be representing Stevenage Borough FC and will wear their team kit, with the academy manager
accompanying us on the trip. The winners of this stage will play at Wembley...

The Prep School sport and activities departments literally
threw down the gauntlet when they participated in their
first ever fencing match against Duncombe School.
Fencing has proved a very popular activity in the Prep
School and all the pupils who had attended were selected
to compete. Throughout the course of the evening more
than 40 pupils from both schools competed in a team
round robin followed by direct elimination matches.
Congratulations to the
overall winners, the
St Edmund’s Red Team
of Isabella Uzoka,
Jemima Uzoka and
Leonardo Rumalean.
More to the point, a
great time was had by all.
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En Garde!

Cadets compete for
Air Squadron Trophy
One cold Sunday morning in February, 13 RAF
cadets arrived at school, tired, cold and ready
to depart for RAF Halton to compete for the
Air Squadron Trophy, the most prestigious
event in the RAF cadet calendar. The event
consists of First Aid, Command Task, RAF
Knowledge, Aircraft Recognition, Shooting and
Fitness challenges with the main event being
the Drill competition.

St Edmund’s team captain, Flt Sgt Amina Oti,
was not on top form that day, suffering from a
bad cold and her voice had nearly gone but that
did not stop her from rallying the troops and
boosting team spirit. Our first event was First
Aid, led by Kathryn Salter-Kay who had a
number of scenarios to deal with and worked
well, receiving excellent feedback.
The Command task
was to build a mobile
satellite, which the
team succeeded in
achieving, having to
work quickly and
efficiently to do so.
The five cadets who
took part in the
shooting also turned
in an excellent performance with
Cpl Veronica Mihaleva notably shooting all
targets at 100m and 200m and a grouping of
210mm at 100m.

Trip plants the seeds of interest
In January all of Rudiments travelled to Kew Gardens in London to explore the
biology and geography of plants from around the world.
Each group was given a tour by a member of the
Kew Gardens Team around the Princess of Wales
Conservatory when they looked at plants that have
adapted to survive in the desert and other climates.

Here’s what some of our pupils said about the day:

Next, armed with a question booklet to complete,
they started to search for the answers on the
information signs in the Palm House. Students are
studying rainforests in Geography so this was an
inspiring introduction to the topic. Questions were
based around not only general facts and adaptations,
but also the many uses of these plants on an
everyday basis including sustainable materials or
medications. The day also proved valuable in
consolidating the Ecology topic studied in Science.

“On the Kew Gardens trip I learnt lots about plants,
including plants in the rainforests and deserts. The
greenhouses had interesting plants and the lake in the
gardens was wonderful. My favourite plant was the
Pitcher Plant, I learnt that it had a sticky substance
which attracted flies and bugs. When the fly falls into
the plant it will digest and eat it.”
JAMES BOYLING

Pupils were fascinated by the pitcher plants that can
digest a fly in two days and the ‘Coco de Mer’ plant,
otherwise known as the ‘Big Bum Plant’ due to the
shape of its massive seeds! Those with a head for
heights adventured around the tree top walkway and
enjoyed the amazing views over the park. Many of
our budding botanists decided to buy themselves a
cactus or an orchid after being inspired by their visit.

“It was a very educational trip and we learnt about
plant adaptations. It helped us with what we are doing
RIA HOBBS
in Geography.”

“We really enjoyed Kew Gardens. It was very
interesting and we learnt a lot and had fun. We saw all
of the different plants. The trees in the palm house
were really really tall! We liked the different plant
biomes and loved seeing how bananas grew.”
CERYS O’CONNELL and ROSALYN BURROWS

“I learnt that there are 2,400 different palm trees and
thought that was just astonishing.” WILLIAM ROBERTS
”Kew Gardens was very big with lots of different plants
from around the world. It was interesting to learn
about different plant adaptations.”
BRANDON KWEI

If yesterday was
Thursday it must
be Fly-day today!

At the end of the day we faced the drill
competition. We had spent a number of weeks
working on the drill and although we didn’t win,
the improvement in the team over two months
was fantastic. They should all be very proud of
themselves. This was the first time that they
have taken part in the competition so this was
an excellent effort from all of them and we look
forward to taking part again next year and
improving our skills further.
Team members were Amina Oti, Veronica
Mihaleva, Papa-Kofi Osei-Anane, Alex McLeod,
Mia Medic, Kathryn Salter-Kay, Tia-Angelie Vijh,
Alice Martin, Maggie Wang, Akil Jacobs Holden,
Ben Perry, Ryan Mitchell and Roman Pavlovski.
FLT LT D WEBSTER
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St Edmunds’ physicists excel in Physics Olympiad

Day at the
museum
Prep’s Form 3 enjoyed an
exciting trip to the Fitzwilliam
Museum in Cambridge,
discovering Egyptian burial
treasures, hunting down the
gods Anubis and Thoth and
seeing the sarcophagus lid of
Ramses III.

The British Physics Olympiad is one of the most difficult tests in Physics, designed to find the best
logical thinkers and problem solvers in the country. The test is split into two parts, the first being
the A2 Challenge. Our top Physics students, who are predicted A grades at A Level, described it as
one of the hardest things they have ever attempted.

The pupils painted beautiful
pictures on to papyrus,
found out about the colours
used and the way that the gods
were incorporated into the
designs. A stimulating, fun and
educational day was had by all.

All students performed well, but three in particular excelled: Jinhao Lou, James Qu and Lina Chai
progressed to the main Physics Olympiad paper, where they were graded Gold, Silver or Bronze. Putting
this achievement in context, becoming a Gold medallist would place an individual among the top 100
Physicists in the country. Jinhao, who has been offered a place at Cambridge to study Engineering, was
awarded Gold while James and Lina both achieved Bronze.
This was a great achievement not only by our medallists, but by all those who took part. Our current
Rhetoric students in Physics are of a very high calibre and this competition shows the level they are at.
Next year we will be also looking to enter a team in the practical challenge and we expect great things.

Observatory trip sets sights high
A cloud-filled sky failed to cast a shadow over an illuminating evening spent by a group of
Grammar, Syntax and Rhetoric students at the Bayfordbury Observatory in December. Part
of the University of Hertfordshire, it is regarded as one of the finest astronomical teaching
observatories in the country.
After being greeted by resident astrophysicists and astronomers, students were given an insight
into the research that is conducted at the Observatory. This was followed by a tour of the optical
telescopes that give detailed images of objects in space - from the nearby sun, moon, planets and
asteroids, through star clusters and nebulae, to galaxies
hundreds of millions of light-years away. To cap a very
enjoyable evening, the group experienced a tour of the
sky in the planetarium.
Prior to departure a portrait of the students was taken
using an infra red camera. Can you figure out
who attended?

We embrace Anti-Bullying Week
St. Edmund’s Prep embraced National Anti-Bullying Week through
activities and presentations that culminated in a celebration of the
children’s learning with an Anti-Bullying/Friendship Assembly.
After enjoying a warm welcome from staff and children, including coffee
and croissants, parents took a ‘spotting a friend’ ribbon and their seats for
a very special Prep school event. Children from every year group
demonstrated through their year group performances the message of
‘Let’s stop bullying for all.’
Form 6 explained with excellent clarity what bullying is. ‘Strictly No
Bullying Boy’ and ‘Strictly No Bullying Girl’ featured in a lighthearted
Form 5 mini-play, that showed what bullying might look like to most
school children. The story of The Good Samaritan was told charmingly by
4G, complimented perfectly by bidding prayers written by 4C.
Forms 3W and 3B gave a dramatic display of words that children saw as
important aspects of true friendship. ‘Spotting’ friendship was the theme
that Form 2 had worked on and they had great fun using a parachute to
say which of their friends had shown good friendship to them. Form 1
read out a delightful friendship poem and the nursery and reception
forms joined us for a final prayer.
Children from Mayne, Campion and Southworth sang songs from an
inter-house competition with great enthusiasm and everyone joined in a
rousing song to end this truly entertaining assembly.
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During October half term, 12 students and three members of staff visited Rome on what was largely a
Languages and RE trip. As well as visiting the Vatican, St Peter’s and having Mass at Cardinal Vincent’s
Titular Church, the group also had time to do plenty of sightseeing.

The first stops on the tourist trail were the Colosseum and
the Roman Forum. The St Edmund’s group’s excellent tour
guide shared some great photography advice and knew all
the best spots for photos of the famous landmarks.
Alice Hopkin recalls, “It was on this day that I discovered
the brilliance of the ‘Selfie Stick’ when Alice Martin, Lily
Hawthorne and I couldn’t resist purchasing them from
street sellers outside the Pantheon. Despite the staff
members showing a distinct lack of enthusiasm for our
new gadgets, ‘Alice’s Selfie Stick’ came in very useful when
Mrs Carter converted it into a tour guide pole by attaching
her scarf to it in the Vatican. (I’m sure that the staff were
also grateful for it when no children were lost in the
Sistine Chapel).”
The group then explored the residence of the Grand Priory
of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta on the Aventine
Hill, an ‘extraterritorial’ property in the middle of Rome.
The next day, they toured the Vatican and marvelled
at the Sistine Chapel.
But the highlight of the entire trip came when the
party were fortunate to witness the Pope addressing
the crowds at the Sunday Angelus. He reminded those
present that the love of God and the love of neighbours are
inseparable. Finlay remarks, “The whole experience was
surreal: the Pope speaking in Italian, the multinational flags
waving and the crowds cheering.”

Before leaving the Eternal City, the group visited St Peter’s
Church. “It is only upon entering the church that you
understand what a truly magnificent building it is. The
statues and decoration were remarkable and it was a
privilege to spend some time taking it all in,” says Finlay.
“We then climbed 551 steps to the very top of St Peter’s
Basilica, which was quite an achievement. The views of
Rome from the tower were unforgettable and the chance
to breathe in its atmosphere itself made the trip
worthwhile.” He notes, “We even had time for shopping
before our departure, the majority of which I spent in the
AS Roma shop, much to the dismay of Juventus supporter
Mrs Rinaldi!”
Alice confesses, “Personally, my favourite part of the trip
was the abundance of flavours available at the ice cream
shops compared to what we have at home. As we were
only in Italy for four days, I
thoroughly enjoyed using
this as an excuse to have
an ice cream a day.” The
group also consumed a
large amount of pizza
throughout the trip!
Alice sums up the trip saying, “Our time in Rome was an
incredible experience and I would highly recommend it to
younger students if the trip were to run again in the future.

As well as learning about the history of Rome and seeing
all the famous landmarks, I loved developing friendships
with a number of students from different year groups. It
was a trip I will never forget. On behalf of all of the
students on the trip, I would like to thank Mr D’Cruz, Mrs
Rinaldi and Mrs Carter for making the experience possible.”
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MARKING
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY
27/1/15

Forging links with Douai through sport

The Holocaust was a unique event in 20th century history that took
place between 1933 and 1945. It began with discrimination, then
the Jews were separated from their communities and persecuted.
Finally, they were treated as less than human beings and murdered.
During the Second World War the Nazis sought to murder the entire
Jewish population of Europe and to destroy its culture. In 1941 there
were about 11 million Jews living in Europe; by May 1945 the Nazis
had systematically murdered six million of them. One-and-a-half
million of these were children.
We now call these events the Holocaust.
Once the Jews arrived at concentration camps such as Auschwitz
they were unloaded from the trains and separated into male and
female lines. They were then subjected to a selection process
conducted by SS doctors.
Usually, those aged over 14 years of age and deemed ‘fit’ for work
were sent to one side of the unloading ramp; the rest were sent to
the other side. The elderly and women with children were sent
directly to the line of prisoners who were condemned to death in the
gas chambers.
Those Jews selected for work were sent to a separate building for
registration. Prisoners would be registered, before undressing, placing
their clothes on a hook, together with their shoes. They would then
be tattooed with a registration number, shaved of all body hair,
disinfected and forced through showers that were either extremely
cold or painfully hot.
Once showered, prisoners were given the infamous striped pyjamas,
hat and a pair of wooden clogs. They were marched to the blocks to
begin their life within the camp.
Whilst the Jews of Europe were the Nazis’ primary target, many
millions of other people were also imprisoned, enslaved and
murdered. These people included Roma, those with mental or
physical disabilities, homosexuals, Jehovah's Witnesses, trade
unionists, political opponents, Poles and Soviet prisoners of war.
This year’s commemorations
were particularly poignant as
27 January 2015 marks the
70th anniversary of the
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau.
Reflecting on the teaching of
Jesus that we must “love one
another” students and staff
were invited to write this
message on a cut out candle
and place it in the Ambulacrum
on a display board, remembering
the Holocaust and also thinking
about those in society that
especially need love today.

After the very successful music tour to Douai last December, the College has continued to
build links with the town and in November we hosted the Lyceé St Jean for three days.
On the Friday the visiting students went on a tour of the College with Kishan, Lizzie,
Simona and Mrs Nye. They also enjoyed a tour of the museum with Mr Durán and
experienced an Arts and Crafts session with Miss Towns and Miss Simon.
The next day they participated in an excellent morning of sports, playing rugby and hockey
against our Elements and Rudiments students. There were some great performances and
great sportsmanship shown. Our Elements Rugby and Hockey teams were narrowly
defeated but the Rudiments boys won their Hockey matches - a particular achievement
given they had never played together before.
Having worked up an appetite the players enjoyed a wonderful lunch with students, staff
and parents to celebrate both the sporting performances and the strengthening bonds
between the College and Douai, where the College was founded. We look forward to
developing further links in the future.

Harvest collection goes to most needy

Our Prep School harvest collection this year was for the Harlow Foodbank to help
those who are not as fortunate as us.
The gentleman who came to collect the food gifts is retired and told us that he initially
volunteered for only a few hours a week to help those in need. Such is the demand for the
food bank he now works on a voluntary basis seven days a week. We all admired the
dedication he has given to this great cause.
Form 2 helped load the large van with all the produce that Prep had collected. This
included tins of soup, packets of cereal, toothbrushes, soap and even eleven packets of
toilet rolls. Altogether, we collected nearly 218kg of produce - enough to feed twelve
families for three days. Our lobby outside the school office was an absolute delight and
many visitors commented on everyone's generosity. The Harlow Foodbank was incredibly
grateful for the generosity of the staff, children and parents of the Prep.
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Student shortlisted for Amnesty International Award
Georgia Ziebart has been shortlisted for Amnesty
International’s Young Human Rights Reporter Award
for her essay entitled, ‘Diagnosis or Degradation?’
which asks why mental illnesses are not viewed in the
same way that physical illnesses are.

down to three finalists: this
announcement will be
made over Easter and
the Youth Awards
ceremony is in April.

The judging panel for the shortlisted entries include some
very impressive names: Sir Richard Branson, Kate Nash
and Sir Trevor McDonald to name but a few. They have
the tough job of whittling the ten shortlisted entries

To be shortlisted for
the award is a great
achievement; we wish
Georgia the best of luck.

Peer lifts the lid on
House of Lords
St Edmund’s College hosted a talk from a member of
the House of Lords to encourage students to engage
more with the political and parliamentary process.

Lord Clement-Jones met with Rhetoric students for an
hour to talk about the work and role of the House of
Lords. This was followed by a lively question and answer
session on various aspects of the parliamentary process
and life at Westminster generally.

New school leaders commissioned
Our Heads of School and House Captains are a very important part of the leadership of the school. They
not only help with the day-to-day running of the College and organise inter-house events but are also
important role models for younger students.
A ceremony of commissioning was held and it was lovely to see this body of students and their parents
gathered in the Shrine Chapel before the relic of St. Edmund. The students reflected on what it means to be a
true leader in our community and then dedicated themselves to this work. Each student was then invited
forward to sign the Prefect’s Book, which dates back over 100 years.

Catherine Anne Regan, teacher of Government and Politics
and History said, "The staff and students of St Edmund’s
had been looking forward to Lord Clement-Jones’ visit to
the College and were not disappointed. What a great
opportunity it was for the students to engage with a
member of the House of Lords and learn more about the
politics and affairs of this country from an individual with
first-hand experience. Lord Clement-Jones gave an
incredibly insightful presentation and answered students’
questions about his work with a frankness and generosity
of spirit that warmed them to him. The whole event was
a tremendous success.”
The visit was arranged through the Lord Speaker’s “Peers
in Schools” programme, which has been running across
the UK since 2007 and has so far involved around 50,000
young people. This continuing outreach programme sends
members of the House of Lords into schools and colleges
across the country to give talks in support of the
citizenship curriculum.

Mysteries of coding revealed
Students gained a glimpse of the technology of
tomorrow at the University of Hertfordshire’s Smart
Systems Laboratory (‘Smartlab’).
Door locks controlled remotely through a phone,
televisions controlled with the wave of a hand and
central heating adjusted with the click of a finger are
just some of the technologies developed by
Dr Johann Siau and his team.
Dr Siau guided students through the rudiments of
coding to develop apps for Nokia smartphones. By
the end of the day students were coding their own
calculators with Rhetorics Amina Oti and
Emmanuella Jude-Asiegbu engaged in the design of a
bespoke St Edmund's Molar Calculator for Chemistry!

THE NEWSLETTER OF ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE & PREP SCHOOL

9

Supporting the work of

The CAFOD fast day is one of the most important days
for the College in the Michaelmas term. As the official
Catholic aid agency for England and Wales, the charity
works with partners around the world, wherever the need is
perceived to be greatest, to bring hope, compassion and
solidarity to poor communities, standing side by side with them to
end poverty and injustice. It works with people of all faiths and none.
During the week students
attended a very moving
presentation in the Chapel,
which focused on the
inequalities in the world
and God’s desire for us to
help our neighbours. On
Friday we held our
traditional own clothes day
and economy lunch. This
year, most students opted
to eat a more modest meal,
which meant that the
money saved could go to
CAFOD, raising £2,501. Many thanks for your continued support of this wonderful charity.

Graffiti Prayer Wall
Here at
St Edmund’s
we are always
seeking new
ways to reach
out to our
students and
one such
channel is a
prayer wall
on which
students
were invited
to write a
prayer or
statement
about God.
It was moving
to witness
the faith of
so many
students and
the wall is
now
displayed
in the
Chaplaincy.
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Evangelical team brings new
approach to retreats

This year we welcomed the National Evangelisation Team (NET) from Ireland
to lead our retreats. Working with a variety of students throughout the week,
the retreats included inspiring talks, personal faith sharing, dramatic skits,
small group discussions and lively songs and prayer, making every retreat a
unique event.
This was Rudiments experience:
Students went to the Douay Hall where the NET
team introduced themselves and explained what
they were going to do throughout the day.
Demonstrating their fun approach, they told
everyone their names by rapping them with the
chorus of “If you love the Lord you gotta pick up
your cross and follow him!” Each team member
had their own personal rap to illustrate that
everyone is different.
The group then broke into four and everyone took part in activities that all linked
with God and the theme of the day, ‘Arms Wide Open’. Next, they separated into
smaller groups to play the Life Maze game, designed to show how going to
confession gives us a fresh start. Following this, students watched dramas
performed by the NET team.
After lunch, the retreat took a more serious approach and Rudiments sat down to
watch some more powerful, meaningful dramas. Next, they prayed within their
small groups for about 45 minutes. To conclude the retreat everyone reflected on
the day’s experiences before the day ended with a funny drama about sharing.
BY ROSALYN BURROUGHS AND CERYS O’CONNELL

Scholars’ service
Our new scholars were invited to a service in the Chapel in which, inspired by the
scholarship of Saint Edmund, they committed themselves to making full use of
their God-given talents.
Mr Durán delivered an interesting reflection on the Parable of the Talents.
Students were then presented with their scholarship certificates by Mr Durán and
Mrs MacDonald. The service concluded with a rousing rendition of one of our
College hymns, Sing England’s Sons. The celebration finished with refreshments
and an opportunity for fellowship.

John Pridmore gives life-changing talk
In January, we welcomed speaker John Pridmore to the College to share his
remarkable story with Poetry and Rhetoric students. John is a former East
End gangster who is now a Catholic evangelist.

Karting Success for
Elements Student

He spoke about his early life,
his time as a gangster, his
experience of prison and how
he was converted. He also
explained why God was so
important to him in daily life.
It was a truly inspirational talk
and one that all who heard
him will remember for a
long time.
Here is one student’s account of the experience:
“I was very excited when I had found out that Poetry and Rhetoric were being visited
by John Pridmore, because of his incredible life story and message which, in
essence, represented everything we are all taught about when we learn of God – no
matter how much we think we have distanced ourselves from God, He will always
be willing to help us come back to the right path.
John spoke to us about his personal experiences in gangs in the East End of London,
and how he managed to find his way back to God, despite all that had happened.
His story was particularly inspirational because he showed the love of God from a
different angle to the way it is usually presented to us and showed us that it is never
too late to seek forgiveness by being humble and through prayer.
He spoke about how finding God had helped him in all
aspects of his life. For instance, he mentioned that
before finding God he was not able to speak in front of
crowds, but since then he had spoken about his
experiences and God on television and in talks just like
the one he had given to us all around the world, notably
at the 2008 World Youth Day in front of thousands of
young people just like us. One particularly memorable message was that the best
thing we could do as people was not to change to please anyone else, but to try our
best and be the best version of ourselves and through that, we would glorify God.

“he showed us that it is
never too late to seek
forgiveness by being
humble, and through
prayer”

A story that was tremendously touching was from his time working with Mother
Teresa when in an amazing act of charity a woman gave away half of the food she
had been given to her neighbour before she had even eaten herself. This echoed the
message he said Mother Teresa had said to him, “Give until it hurts”. It was a story
and a message that we could also apply to our everyday lives, not necessarily by
giving our food away, but by being kind and generous to all around us, something
which we all are encouraged to do at St. Edmund’s. Overall, the story of his
conversion was something that influenced all of us, because it showed us that no
matter what, God never gives up on us, and he will always be there if we want to
find him.”
BRIANNA CUMBERBATCH

Congratulations go to Ben Kasperczak for his superb recent karting successes. Ben has
been competing in karting championships this year as a Honda Cadet.
After a year of competition, Ben won the 2014 Rye House Championships and was presented
with the much coveted trophy. He has also won the Kimbolton Championship for 2014,
which also took place over the 12 month period.
Ben has been racing since just before his 4th birthday and now competes all around the
country. His impressive trophy haul to date totals more than 90, after winning at many
different circuits - so let’s hope he has a suitably large trophy cabinet to house them all!
This year it is within his sights to become the UK champion for 2015. Watch this space for
more championship news – good luck on the track Ben!

Little angels perform nativity play

Welcome Mass
Our annual welcome Mass took place in September. It
was a well-attended and joyful occasion that the families
fully entered into.
At the offertory, representatives of each tutor
group brought up an information card about
their class martyr and a photograph of their tutor group,
underlining that they were dedicating themselves and their
time at St Edmund’s to God under the patronage of their
class martyr.
As is our College tradition, at the end of the Mass students were
invited forward to receive a crucifix from Fr Peter or Mr Durán.

The children of the Cygnets Nursery, Reception, Form 1 and Form 2 enchanted everyone with
a delightful retelling of the Nativity story. With its memorable songs and humorous script,
the production proved to be a great hit with cast, staff and audience alike.
Almost stealing the show, the young Nursery and Reception children appeared as sheep and
shepherds, greatly entertaining us with their enthusiastic singing and dancing – and some
unscripted comic moments! The other familiar characters, human and animal, were played by
children in Forms 1 and 2, with the oldest cast as some very strong and characterful narrators.
To round off the performance, the children enthusiastically performed We wish you a Merry
Christmas for their audience.
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Fair gives inside track to career success

Golden rewards for
hard working students

St Edmund’s annual Careers Fair took place in January. The event has become so popular with students
and businesses alike that it is now held in the Butler Hall to accommodate all who want to be there!

A record 14 students from St Edmund’s College received their
Gold Duke of Edinburgh Awards from HRH The Earl of Wessex at
St James’s Palace, London, in November.
Many Old Edmundians, parents and friends of the
College ran a stand representing a diverse range of
industries: marketing, banking, chemical
engineering, property, construction, law, medicine,
journalism and music to name but a few.
The event allowed Rhetoric students to gain a good
understanding of various careers and their feedback
was very positive. We were pleased to hear the
professionals themselves remark that the students
approached them with enthusiasm and well
thought out questions.

After the fair we held the College’s first Careers
Dinner, having invited the professionals to stay for
supper with the students. The seating plan was
tailored to group students with people whose
industries were of particular interest to them. This
enabled our Rhetoricians to actively network in a
more informal environment and talk at length with
people who have ‘been there and done it’, gaining
valuable advice for their future career path. The
event was a huge success and we are indebted to
all those who gave their time to talk to our students.

The students picking up their prestigeous awards were:
Pierce Gribben, Luke Fakes, Abigail Neal, Rhys Hunt,
Andrew Tomlinson, Jacob Larkin-Collins, Connor Bolton,
James Simon-Lewis, Robert Hartley, Savva Spanos, Scott
Hayes, Max Nicholas, Hannah James and Lewis Norman.
The presentation ceremony is a celebration and recognition
of students’ achievements in completing their Gold DofE Award and
a fitting culmination to mark the hard work, determination and
perseverance required to achieve this.
Elizabeth Cobb, Director of Activities, said: “This is a tremendous
achievement for these students who have worked so hard to be one
of only a small percentage nationally to be awarded their Gold
Award. The Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme fits in well with the
St Edmund’s ethos, ensuring that our students have a strong
academic education that is complemented by an excellent activities
programme which encourages students to develop life skills that are
so important for their future”.
Students are able to start the DofE programme in Syntax and we
currently have 48 Rhetoric students completing their Gold Award.
This year Bronze, Silver and Gold expeditions will take place in the
New Forest, Peak District, Shropshire Hills, Black Mountains, Brecon
Beacons, River Thames, River Lea, River Ouse, River Nene, River
Severn, River Wye and last year a group of students were also able
to complete their assessed Gold walking expedition on a school
visit whilst in Thailand.

Ella sprints past the opposition

Finely tuned String & Guitar Recital
16 students performed solos in October’s string recital. The newly formed string group conducted by
Mrs Slade gave a lovely debut performance of March in D by Handel and Air by Peter Martin.
Special mention must go to newcomer and cellist Aryaman Solanki perorming Shepherd’s Hey by Percy
Grainger. Also excellent performances were given by Mengfan Tang, performing a delightful Chinese piece
Sing the Song on the Fishing Boat and Daniel Garvin’s performance of three Rumanian dances by Bartok.
Rudy Agbodan also gave a most accomplished performance of Augustin Barrios’ Villancico de Navidad.
Kathryn Salter-Kay (violin) and Michael Stephens-Jones (piano) concluded the recital with a poignant
performance of Remembrances from Schindler’s List by John Williams.

Prep’s perfect prefects
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For the first time in the history of
St Edmund’s Prep School, Prefects
were chosen from Form 6 to fulfil
positions of responsibility, while
acting as good role models to the
rest of the school.

Ella Wansell’s recent performances at the Eastern Counties
Championships qualified her for the English (UK) Championships
at the Sheffield EIS Arena. This was an Athletics meet for the
best U15, U17 and U20s in England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland.
The two day event was televised live and held in
front of a crowd of 2,000.
Although Ella’s event is the 200 metres,
for a warm up she ran, and qualified for,
the 60m indoor England Championship
with an impressive time of just 8.23.
In the 200m event itself, she was up
against the best sprinters in the UK; in
her heat Ella qualified for the semi-final
with a ‘personal best’ of 26.44. She went
on to finish a creditable 4th place in the semifinal with an English Schools qualifying time of 26.39.
Ella is now ranked no.1 in Hertfordshire for both 60m and 200m
and no.2 in the whole of the East of England. She is also now ranked
13th in the whole of the UK which is a fantastic achievement!
Well done Ella - we can’t wait to see what you can do at Sports Day!

College Orchestra hits the right note

Our boarding community
The boarders began the school year with the Annual
Induction weekend, where students thoroughly enjoyed
It’s a knockout and our senior students were excellent
group leaders, encouraging all our new boarders to get
involved. The activities were followed by a lovely
formal welcome dinner in the evening.
All boarders settled in quickly to the boarding routine
and have worked very hard on their academic studies
with several Rhetoricians attending interviews at
Oxford and Cambridge.
Students have also found time to relax and have
enjoyed visits to Cambridge, Thorpe Park, to the theatre
to see Maltida and to Wembley to watch the women’s
football match between England and Germany.

After a gap of several years St Edmund’s College Orchestra performed their second public concert to
great acclaim, at the Soundbites concert series in Hertford’s All Saints Church.
Given that this took place in December the
audience was expecting a programme of festive
music and our musicians duly obliged with some
sparkling orchestral arrangements by Leroy
Anderson. They also performed some movements
from Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Suite, always a
great Christmas favourite.
The Orchestra got off to an exuberant start with
the Christmas Festival featuring the full range of
instruments and the concert ended with Sleigh
Ride - a joyous end that gave the trumpets a good
workout and the percussion a hair-raising ride.

There was also an excellent performance from the
Clarinet Choir of an arrangement of the Hallelujah
Chorus from Handel’s Messiah. Kathryn SalterKay and Michael Stephens-Jones gave a delightful
performance of the Snowman Suite by Howard
Blake as a violin and piano duet.

Through the mentoring programme, we have had a
number of excellent events organised by the students
themselves, these have included: Moon Night, ‘Who wants
to be a boarding extraordinaire’ and a pizza and film
evening. The term finished with a fun packed Boarders’
Christmas Show and dinner, this was a lovely occasion
which saw many students and staff getting involved.

After the first piece the Headmaster explained the
history of Adestes Fideles and the manuscript was
brought out to show the audience – its first ever
outing from the museum. The audience then
joined in enthusiastically with the later verses of
O Come All Ye Faithful.

Firefighters’ visit gets nursery children all fired up

St Edmund’s Nursery Early Years Foundation Stage children enjoyed a visit from the crew from Hertford Fire
Station. The firefighters showed us their uniforms and explained how they use their equipment. "The breathing stuff
is very heavy to carry, you need to be so big and strong," said Harry from Nursery as he attempted to pick it up.
The children tried spraying a pretend fire with the hoses and climbed aboard the fire engine. With sirens
sounding the fire crew went off to their next job and the children returned to class to talk about all that they had
seen. In Reception, Anthony commented, "Because it was so cool, I couldn't breathe a single bit!"

Old Hall Green, Ware, Hertfordshire SG11 1DS
Telephone 01920 821504
www.stedmundscollege.org
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