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Scholarship Success!
Huge congratulations go to many of the Prep Form Six students who
achieved a very high standard through the College entrance process.

It’s with great pleasure that I welcome you
all back to the College for the new term
and, indeed, the new academic year.
I offer an especially warm
welcome to the new Elements
year group and all the other
students new to the Prep and
College; the first few weeks at a
new school can be daunting
but I hope that your tutors
have helped put you at ease
and that you are settling into
your school work. We also welcome new staff to St
Edmund’s and look forward to the contribution I know
they will make to our on-going success.
Looking through this edition of College Life I am once
again immensely proud of what our students have
achieved and the wonderful, and in some cases life
changing, experiences they have had the opportunity to
enjoy. The photographs from the India and Thailand
expeditions demonstrate our great commitment to
helping others who are not as fortunate as ourselves.
I congratulate those who have worked hard to achieve
their Duke of Edinburgh awards and thank all the staff
who helped make these activities and trips possible.

Thomas Christodulides, Alessandro Ciraolo and Scarlett Mitchell all achieved Academic Scholarships
with Alessandro also achieving a Music Exhibition.
Whilst the academic life of the Prep School goes from strength to strength, so too the sporting life.
Joshua Sowter, Finlay Kelly and Ayla Moore received Sports Scholarships to acknowledge their hard work,
commitment and talent. We will be watching out for them on the sports fields over the coming years.
On a musical front, Music Scholarships were achieved by both Daisy Morrison and Matthew Parker
who were both justifiably proud of their achievements. In addition to all of this, Max Amos was
acknowledged with an All Rounder Scholarship Award.
Tremendous achievements indeed but well done to all students who studied for the 11+ exams.

The College and Prep have a lot to look forward to this
term: St Edmund’s Day, the Christmas Bazaar and the
Carol Concert to name but a few events. In this edition
you will also read about many new exciting building
developments at both the College and Prep and the
need for us to continue to strive to provide the very best
we can for our students and staff.
There is, I feel, a vibrancy and expectation in the air this
term with so much to do and look forward to. Thank
you to our families and friends for all your support; I am
delighted that we can enjoy such success together and
look forward to so much more!
Avita Pro Fide!
PAULO DURÁN, HEADMASTER

Exciting New Building Developments
We are delighted to report on a number of building
developments at the College and Prep that have
happened over the summer holidays and to let you
know of a few more plans…

Drama Suite Development
As you will be aware, the College has developed an
on-going relationship with Broxbourne Civic Theatre which
allows us to put on large and complex productions such as
last year’s fantastic Singin’ in the Rain (with real rain!) to
truly professional standards. To further support our drama
department at all levels we are now creating, to all intents
and purposes, a Drama Suite in the Douay Hall.

The stage area of the Hall has had the old curtains taken
down and a new set of soundproof folding doors have been
installed which means that, once the doors are closed, we
can now create a Drama space/classroom on the stage
which can be used independently of the rest of the Hall.
When the full stage is needed the doors are opened and
the space is used accordingly. The new doors make the
area look extremely smart and give a modern background
to any speaker who may be using the front of the stage to
address the Hall.

held here. We are really pleased with this new
development and believe it will help to give the Prep and
College Drama department the facilities they deserve.

In addition to this, work is still happening to create a
further two class areas and a Drama Office meaning that
smaller classes or individual drama examinations can be
...continued on page 5
THE NEWSLETTER OF ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE & PREP SCHOOL

Headmaster’s Book

St Ed’s boys chalk up Tennis triumph

Congratulations to the following pupils who
were selected to sign the Headmaster’s Book as
recognition for their outstanding work:
Alex Watts
Alexia Boyd-Carpenter
Alfie Rice
Alice Fowler
Alice Martin
Anna Goodes
Anthony Nlewedum
Ashleigh Cook
Caroline Bailey-Cowap
Catherine New
Cerys O'Connell
Charlie Parr
Charlie Ponting
Charlie Vassila
Ciaran Mooney
David Taiwo
Deborah Peters
Elizabeth Sherlock
Ella Wansell
Fionnuala Marshall
Francesca Hadden
George Pigram
Ilias Constantinides
Imogen Burton
Iňigo Muňoz Redin
Isobel Birchall
James Hanley
Jennifer Webster
Kate Barrett
Katie Martin
Kaye Lane
Kian Khatiri
Lana Alden
Lara Chick
Leo Carr
Leon George
Lydia Halsey
Lydia Sanders
Mabelle Stringer
Mairead Sheehy
Mark D'Cruz
Max Davies
Max Foster
Meera Pusparajah
Michael Dobosh
Milan McAllister-Aguilar
Nada Tadros
Olivia Leftwich
Saif Latifi
Sicily Scnmali
Sophie Lee
Tadgh Redmond
Tamsin Cass
Tara Lane
Teddy Sumsion
Tobi Unuefa
Wiliam Roberts
Zoe Stephens
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English
English
English
English
Business Competition and Rounders
English
English
Spanish writing
Spanish
Amnesty International
Student Librarian
Religious Education
Amnesty International
Amnesty International
English and Tennis
English
Football
Football
Athletics
Achieving all W1s
French and English
Edmundian Conduct
Tennis
Football
Tennis
English
Amnesty International
Student Newspaper
Football and Spanish Writing
English
Football
English
Religious Education
Football
Library
Tennis
English
Hockey and Rounders
Football
Football
English
Tennis
English
Amnesty International and English
English
English
Spanish
English
Library
Rounders
English Literature
Schola Cantorum
Student Librarian
Rounders
English
Football
Library
Religious Education
and Effort Grades

In the hotly contested AEGON Division 2 Junior Tennis Final our St Edmund's boys faced Roundwood
School, at the neutral venue of St George’s School, in Harpenden. Both teams had played exceptionally
well to get to this stage and were keen to secure the ultimate title of champions.
Leon George played as our number 1 seed against a more experienced year 8 pupil, but his agility on
court and determination enabled him to battle through to win 6-4. Max Davies played their number 2
seed and despite getting off to a slow start still managed to rally to secure another all important win.
Ilias Constantinides faced another skilful opponent who took an early lead of 4 games to 1. Ilias fought
back showing great resilience to take the rubber to a tiebreaker but unfortunately he eventually lost 7-3.
Gus Lawrence had grown in confidence over the previous few weeks but would face his toughest test
yet; it was an evenly matched game to the end, but Gus managed to serve up yet another win for
St Edmund's putting us control of the match going into the doubles.
Both doubles games resulted in comfortable wins for the St Edmund's pairings by the same score line
of 6-4. St Edmunds claimed a 5-1 victory overall and the all important title.
Well done boys, brilliant play!

Confirmation of Faith

This year Confirmation took place on Ascension Sunday. Twenty one candidates were confirmed by
Bishop John Sherrington. Candidates underwent several months of preparation in order to gain a
deeper understanding of the commitment they were making. There was a great feeling of reverence
during the service and each candidate explained to the Bishop which saint’s name they had chosen and
the reasons for their choice.

A Level results open university doors
A Level Results day can be a mixture of cheers and tears, a
day where emotions run high and when some students are
pleasantly surprised and others, unfortunately, are
disappointed. It’s a crystallising moment when the years of
dedication and hard work culminate in a few, seemingly
simple symbols, on a stark piece of paper. These grades
don’t always seem to reflect the effort, hard work, sweat
and tears, which accurately summarise the last two years
of secondary education.
But for St Edmund’s College students the future is
certainly bright! Those who applied to university
achieved either their first or insurance choices. Three of
our students are Cambridge bound to Downing, Queens’
and Robinson’s College to study: English Literature,
Engineering (Chemical) and Law.

Other students secured their places at: Bristol; The
Courtauld; Edinburgh; Exeter; Imperial College, London;
Kings College, London; Loughborough; Manchester; Queen
Mary College, London; Reading; Royal Holloway; University
College, London; Warwick; UEA, and York, to name but a
few. They will be studying for a variety of degrees from:
Aerospace Engineering to Theoretical Physics; Architecture
to English Literature, Linguistics, Law and Psychology. All
will be dedicating the next three or four years to subjects
for which they hold a passionate interest.
Knowing yourself, understanding your potential, developing
the correct mind set and making the most of your
opportunities are the keys to achieving success in terms of
securing a university place. Our Rhetoricians begin this
process early in their Sixth Form career. UCAS preparation

commences on day one of Rhetoric I, through a
comprehensive induction and tutorial programme and
many of those students, moving up to Rhetoric II already
know where they intend to go to university and the
courses in which they hope to study. Having an end goal is
a key motivator in terms of achieving your potential.
We are absolutely delighted with the results for the
2015 leavers and we wish them every success in their
university degrees and beyond – hearty congratulations
to all of you!
Although we are sad to say goodbye to our A Level
students, we hope that as Old Edmundians we will be
able to follow their progress and careers and maybe
even feature them in a future issue of Avita Pro Fide.

Please welcome our

New Head of Sport

Mr Larry Cummins joins us from Cokethorpe School in Oxfordshire where he was Senior Sports Coach.
Larry has extensive experience in sports coaching and management and has led countless overseas
sports tours, including skiing and outdoor adventure activities. He has coached rugby at county,
divisional and national levels, being a former head coach of England Schools U18 and England Schools
U16 teams.
We firmly believe that Mr Cummins brings an excellent level of skill and acumen to the St Edmund’s
sports field and we look forward to working with him to develop our sport provision at the College.
Mr Cummins visited the College several times in the Trinity term to meet sports staff, view our facilities
and get a feel for the College’s current sporting standard, so he is ready to hit the ground running!
We are delighted to welcome Mr Larry Cummins to the team and are confident that his track record
and experience will soon lead to improved sporting achievements and opportunities for all students.
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Talented and inspirational
new teaching staff join
the St Edmund’s team
With the retirement and departure of some members of staff at the
end of last academic year, we are pleased to introduced a number of
new dynamic and inspirational staff to work, guide and motivate our
students.

Self-raising standards
The third annual St Edmund’s
College Bake Off, was another huge
success for the food team.

Susan Applegate

Lead Teacher of Art

Clara Barreda Gomez

Spanish GAP Assistant

Shannan Barrett

Graduate GAP Assistant

Caolan Byrne

Religious Education Teacher

Anna Castiglia

Italian Language Assistant

Richard Chapman

Chemistry Teacher

Mark Connor

Director of KS4 Sciences

Larry Cummins

Director of Sport

Max Fulford-Brown

Business Studies and Economics

Camille Furlan

French Language Assistant

Eugenia Gross

Spanish Language Assistant – Prep School

Julie Heslin

Chemistry Teacher

Amber Rose Hewitt

Art Teacher

Aimee Hewlett

KS2 Teacher

Jamie Hindhaugh

Groundsperson

Victoria Jauncey

Physics Teacher

Oliver Plummer

Graduate GAP Assistant

Benjamin Powell

Religious Education Teacher

With inspiration taken from the BBC’s Great British
Bake Off, students were tasked with serving four
baked items, to include: a pie, tart, or flan, a cake, a
small baked item composed of at least two parts;
and one yeast-dough based item. Each of the four
items had to be capable of serving at least ten
people, and at least one of the four items had to be
sweet or savoury. With this challenging task in
mind, members of the student food team spent
weeks prior to the competition perfecting their
individual baked products, under the watchful and
experienced eyes of food department experts Mrs
Daly and Mrs Parker.
The pressure on the morning of the competition
was high, as competitors quickly realised that time
was crucial: with baskets of raw ingredients in front
of them and the clock running, three and a half
hours seemed insufficient to transform the contents
of the baskets into competition-winning baked
goods. However, like (perfectly) seasoned
professionals, the food team sprang into action,
working to Heart FM’s morning playlist and
hastened by “funky” disco music from the late
1970s. Though some seemed to revere the
same music their parents likely danced to
(while displaying somewhat suspect moves),
some found their baking accelerated by the need to
escape from what appeared to be a ‘disco inferno’.

Rocio Rodriguez-Gonzalez Spanish Language Assistant
Lucille Sargent

Business Studies and Economics

Alice Sayer

KS2 Teacher

Rishi Sharma

ICT and Computing

Donna Stringer

Artist in Residence

Calin Tolea

Mathematics Teacher

Deborah Wilkinson

Head of Girls’ Boarding

Valerie Wilkinson

Infirmary Assistant

Nicolas Yuille

German Language and Literature Teacher

Brother Stefan Zarnay

Religious Volunteer

Alison Phillips

Peripatetic Speech and Drama Teacher

Alison Latchford

Peripatetic Choreographer’s Assistant

Sarah Cruise

Peripatetic Speech and Drama Teacher.

Judges waited in the Myers Room, huddled around
perfectly decorated, yet empty, tables, but as Mrs
Daly called “SERVICE!”, food started to arrive.
Contestants were judged based upon taste, range
and appearance of their items. Judges were asked to
select an overall winner, two runners up, and a
favourite sweet item, plus a favourite savoury item,
with respective runners up.

Though the quality of the food and presentation
were outstanding across the board, a few exceptional
students and products must be mentioned.
Congratulations must first be extended to Luca
Castiglioni and Charlie Ponting, the joint winners of
the competition for range and presentation of baked
products. Both are exceptionally skilled bakers, who
have promising careers ahead of them in the food
team. Luca’s ‘Stromboli’ (a mozzarella filled Italian
bread turnover - pictured above) was particularly
delicious, and screamed of traditional Italian-style
baking. With this he also won the award for best
savoury product, alongside Lauren Winterton, who
served a light and attractive ‘Smoked Salmon Tart’.
Grace Ridley stunned the judges
and took the award for best
sweet product with her
attention grabbing and rich
‘Nutella Crown’; she also
took the runner-up position
for best savoury product with
her ‘Parmesan and Sun Dried
Tomato Scones’.
The competition was
yet another display of the
crucial part the food
department plays in the
College. Students were given
a chance to display their skills
and rose to a tough challenge, a
challenge that many amateur
bakers would balk at. While getting
students interested in eating food is no challenge,
getting them interested in cooking is usually a
harder task. This is something Mrs Daly and Mrs
Parker continue to do, and many future chefs may
well spend their formative years in the Food Room.
Congratulations to everyone who took part, and
many thanks to all who were involved, both in the
organisation and in judging.

Music to our ears
The Lent Concert was a huge musical bonanza
with virtually every student who sings in Schola,
or plays in an ensemble, taking part.
The first half was staged in the Douay Hall for our
instrumental ensembles. The College orchestra
opened the concert with a rousing performance of The
Curse of the Black Pearl from Pirates of the Caribbean, and
the beautiful Finlandia by Sibelius.
All ensembles who rehearse at lunch time also performed:
Clarinet choir, String group, Flute group and Guitar group.
The Senior String Quartet gave an impressive performance
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of Eine Kleine Nacht Musik by Mozart. Poetry student,
James Hanley, accompanied by Mrs Hanley, gave an
impeccable performance of the first movement of an
Oboe Sonata by Poulenc. In fine tradition, our Jazz Band
rounded off the first half with a selection of feel-good,
foot-tapping Jazz favourites.

With the change of mood and venue to the College
Chapel, Schola Cantorum, accompanied by a small
professional orchestra, performed The Requiem by John
Rutter. Soprano soloists in the Pie Jesu were Poetry
students Marina Leonard and Augusta Thorneycroft.
In the Lux Aeterna Kathryn Salter-Kay beautifully
performed the soprano solo.

continued from front cover...

Exciting New Building Developments

Pole House Refurbishment
With the support of the Friends of St Edmund’s, we have
been able to begin our refurbishment of House areas,
beginning with Pole House. The new area includes lockers
that can comfortably fit a student’s belongings and are in
House colours to enable the House area to stand out
visually. This is the first House to receive refurbishment
and the plans to roll this out to other House areas are in
place. We will continue to work with the Friends to ensure
that the fundraising continues to enable all House areas to
experience this redevelopment. Thank you!!

Coffee Shop and Old Hall Development
We are very pleased that the space occupied by the
uniform shop in Old Hall is now to be a Rhetoric, staff and
parents Coffee Shop.
The whole space is being redecorated and refurbished by
our own dedicated and talented workforce; at time of
writing work is still in progress but we hope to have it
finished very soon. This will be a delightful space where
our Rhetoricians can socialise and meet their teachers in a
more informal environment and for parents to meet up on
cold winter days to get a hot drink whilst attending
sporting fixtures. We hope that you will pop in soon!
Upstairs in Old Hall old storage space is being turned into
new multipurpose classrooms and it is wonderful to see
more of such a historic building as Old Hall being used by
our staff and students.

Installation of a ‘Clamber Stack’ in the
Prep School grounds
Students at the Prep were delighted to come back to
school to a new ‘Clamber Stack’ and team building
activities in the play fields. As you will see from the photo
this provides a wonderful piece of multi-action play
equipment where the children can expend their energy at

break. These items were purchased with funds provided by
the Friends of St Edmund’s for which we are very thankful.

‘Clock Quad’
The next few months will also see some improvements to
the ‘Clock Quad’ so that this green space is better used by
our students and staff. We also intend to create a
memorial garden here in memory of Father Pinot de Moira
and we shall be drawing up plans in consultation with
students, alumni and family in the weeks to come so that
we can create a space to remember our most beloved
Edmundian Father.

On the near and further horizons…
Further development work has already been approved by
the Governors to happen this year to include new, purpose
built, PE and Games changing rooms along with a new PE
office overlooking the back sports fields. Some very
welcome new viewing shelters will also be appearing on
the back fields for the winter months!
We are also pleased to report that, with the support of the
Diocese, the Prep and College will be commencing a major
programme of refurbishment of our historic buildings,
beginning in the summer. This exciting development will
allow us to ensure that our buildings continue to offer an
environment that is both beautiful and fully adapted to the
needs of our students and staff.
But it does not stop there! Our vision of future
development projects is focused on making the best
possible use of our wonderful location and buildings so
that out students and staff can continue to enjoy the very
best facilities. We have further plans for the future which
will require additional investment, over and above what is
generated from fee income. The involvement and support
of our entire Edmundian community will be essential to
realise our ambitions. I look forward to keeping you
updated on this and all other plans as they progress.

For all of these developments I thank Ivan Tranter, Ross
Hart, Ron Wrega, Stuart Winfield and their teams, all of
whom have played a major role in developments so far and
my thanks also to you, parents, alumni and friends of the
College for all your interest and support.

St Ed’s leaps into action
with Unifrog!
Rhetoric students are benefitting from logging
into a new website called ‘Unifrog’ to help
research universities and courses effectively.

Students…
can connect to the best courses and find the right
university for them.

Tutors…
can track their progress and are more informed in
their discussions with students. They can pick up on
any issues that arise as they monitor their students’
progress.

Parents…
can log in and see what choices their son or daughter
are making and ensure they are ‘in the loop’.

Why Unifrog?
Unifrog are in direct contact with every university
and regularly update all statistical and other
information. This guarantees that entry
requirements for a course are correct, course details
are up to date as is information to do with
maintenance costs and fees.
You can also view information to do with the
facilities available and the strengths of the
university with regard to sporting, social and
cultural life along with a wealth of other valuable
information.
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Prep Easter Story
During the last week of the Lent term, the children of Forms 1-6 gave a moving
performance of the events of Holy Week before a packed congregation in the
College Chapel. Starting with the youngest, each year group told a different section
of the story through drama and prayer. Linking the sections, there were powerful
songs which the children sang with conviction, led by Head Choristers and other
Form 6 soloists.
Forms 1 and 2 presented the events of Palm Sunday and ‘Spy Wednesday’,
concluding with a rousing gospel song. Forms 3, 4 and 5 presented Holy Thursday,
from Jesus washing his disciples’ feet, and then his Last Supper to his arrest in the
Garden of Gethsemane. Form 5 continued the story into Good Friday with Jesus
appearing before the high priest. Form 6S focused on the Crucifixion, imaginatively
told from the viewpoint of various witnesses, followed by Form 6C depicting the
appearances of Jesus to his followers after the Resurrection.
A striking collage of a raised cross
against a background of the golden
rays of the sun, created by the
children of Nursery and Reception,
was displayed on the high altar
throughout and adorned the
programme cover.

Lessons from Auschwitz
This year Louis Mowbray and Hamish Steed from Rhetoric I represented the College on
the ‘Lessons from Auschwitz’ project.
The project consisted of three parts: two seminars and a day visit. Our pupils attended a
conference in which a Holocaust survivor talked about his early life in Poland before the war,
life in the ghettos and the time he spent at Auschwitz prior to liberation. The second part of
the project involved a day trip to Poland to visit a Jewish cemetery which had been
desecrated, and then to Auschwitz and then onto the death camp at Birkenau. There was
then a final seminar to consolidate the experience.
The students were then asked to put together a few words for the Mercury newspaper:

During my visit to Auschwitz I learnt that the people who committed these crimes were
not monsters but normal people who had families and normal lives; there is a blurred
line between perpetrators and bystanders. It is important that we do not sit back and
do nothing, anti-Semitism is still alive and needs to be dealt with.
Hamish Steed

I was surprised by the scale and depth of the Nazi persecution: the use of seven tonnes of
human hair in clothing for example. Someone had to have the idea of using hair; of
using the prisoners as farm animals. I have a better understanding of what happened
and saw that many of the culprits were regular people too before the Nazi regime.
Louis Mowbray

Flame 2 was organised by the Catholic Youth Ministry
Federation (CYMFED). Held at Wembley Arena, it was the
largest Catholic youth gathering in England in 2015 with
approximately 9000 young people attending. The day was
a mix of key speakers, music and drama. At lunchtime
there was also an opportunity to visit lots of stalls and
Catholic organisations. The event finished with Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament led by Cardinal Vincent Nichols.
This was a wonderful experience for all concerned and was
made all the more special for the students by having an
opportunity to chat to the Cardinal (our College President) and have a photo taken with him.
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Lent - the period of six weeks, 40 days
(excluding Sundays) leading up to Easter
is the most important festival
in the Christian calendar,
and a busy time for all at
St Edmund’s
Students were invited to wear a purple
ribbon, the symbolic colour used
throughout Lent. Purple is used
for two reasons: firstly because it
is associated with mourning and
so anticipates the pain and suffering of the crucifixion, and
secondly because purple is the colour associated with
royalty, and celebrates Christ's resurrection and sovereignty.
We held a Stations of the Cross service every Friday
lunchtime when we reflected on the passion and death of
Jesus. Lots of students attended this time of meditation
and prayer.

Tenebrae
This year the College broke up in Holy Week and
therefore we held two Tenebrae services on the last
day of term. “Tenebrae” means darkness or shadows.
It is a time at the end of Lent that we pray and
accompany Jesus in his last hours. On the sanctuary
seven large candles were lit, with the Paschal candle
at the centre. The services began with Edward
Marshall, Thomas Ruiz (Bounds) and Kathryn Salter
Kaye (first division) singing Where you there when they
crucified my Lord as Fr Peter processed into the
Chapel. After the opening prayer the students read a
series of Gospel readings and meditations on Jesus’
final days before his crucifixion. At the end of each
reading one candle was extinguished to emphasise
the gradual torture and death of Jesus the light of the
world. The final candle, the Paschal candle was hidden
by Fr Peter behind the high altar as a reminder of the
resurrection to come.

fortnight
On average, in the UK, we each eat around 11kg of chocolate per year
- so it is not surprising that the focus of the St Edmund’s FAIRTRADE fortnight was on chocolate.
Students found out about benefits of buying products with the FAIRTRADE Mark and how that small purchasing
decision can help support farmers and workers as they work to improve their lives and their communities. The Mark
also means that the Fairtrade ingredients in the product have been produced by small-scale farmer organisations or
plantations that meet Fairtrade social, economic and environmental standards.
Students also took part in a chocolate tombola where they discovered more facts about Fairtrade; others took part
in a quiz testing their knowledge of Fairtrade products - and we are sure some chocolate tasting went on too!

Charity Week
Lent term saw our attention turn to our annual Charity Week. This year we focussed on St Elizabeth’s which
offers care and support for 5-19 year olds who have epilepsy, learning difficulties and other complex needs.
Sister Patricia Ainsworth visited the College to explain the work of St Elizabeth’s. She was an inspirational
speaker and left us determined to do all we could to raise money to help and support these vulnerable people.
The week was the usual whirl of activity, ingenuity and sponsored events, some of the highlights included cake and
sweet stalls and a stall run by Chinese students, where you could pay to have your name or a message written in
traditional Chinese. A member of our boarding community, Maggie Wong, produced three wonderful pictures which
were auctioned raising over £200. Staff played in football and netball matches, heads were shaved, legs were waxed,
pupils were ‘gunged’ and a student band performed in the Ambulacrum. Under strict supervision, students were also
allowed to pay and try their hand at shooting. There was also the, now traditional, ‘own clothes day’ and a rather
diverse talent show.

All of this frantic, selfless activity from the College students and staff raised a tremendous total of £14,000
with Pole House coming first in the inter house competition to raise the most money. More information on the
valuable work of St Elizabeth’s is available at www.stelizabeths.org.uk

At the end of May we held a special leavers’ Mass
for our Rhetoric II students.

Community Service
Each week during our extended activities session
a group of students from Syntax to Rhetoric II
visit a number of residential care homes for the
elderly. It is lovely to hear the residents’ stories
and there tends to be a lot of laughter and
teasing, generally at the expense of the students!

It was an opportunity to thank God for their time at
the College and pray for them as they leave the
College. It was also a final opportunity for the
students as a year group to sing our great
Edmundian hymns.
At the end of the moving service the Headmaster
gave each student a copy of the College prayer book.
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Celebrating

Books&thewritten word

World Book Day is a day set aside in March each year
to celebrate books and promote reading, in a day and age where it’s
all too easy to pick up a phone or a tablet, it can be a real treat to get lost in a good book.

The St Edmund’s Library celebrated the event by organising
an action-packed month where wonderful authors were
invited to talk to students, discuss their books and give an
insight into the life of an author. The Library also hosted a
successful World Book Day ‘Pop-Up Bookshop’, with a wide
range of titles provided by Books@Hoddesdon.
On World Book Day itself, Thursday 5th March, we were
delighted to welcome author, Allan Boroughs, to talk to our
Elements students. Allan is a traveller and a writer with a
passion for adventure stories. His debut novel, Ironheart
was inspired by his travels in Siberia, while his second novel,
Bloodstone took him to Antarctica. Elements students and
teachers alike were enthralled and amused by stories of the
strange and wonderful things that have happened to him
on his travels.
We were also excited to welcome the acclaimed, awardwinning author, Marcus Sedgwick. Marcus is a very wellknown and respected author for teens, and a sought-after
speaker. He gave an entertaining and thought-provoking
talk to the whole of Rudiments and Grammar. Students

were particularly taken by the story behind his recent book,
She is Not Invisible, which allowed the author to write
about his obsession with coincidences. Students were very
interested to hear about the numerous coincidences in his
life involving a certain 3 digit number, and later, students
were eagerly thumbing through his book to find page 354!
Book Club students had the added treat of meeting Marcus
at a special lunchtime talk in the Library.
The third author to visit us was Chris Priestley. Chris is
another award-winning author with books such as Uncle
Montague’s Tales of Terror, Mister Creecher and his latest
novel, Through Dead Eyes. Chris gave a talk for Grammar
and Syntax. He talked about his early career as a talented
artist and illustrator. His cartoons have featured in the
Independent and other national newspapers. Chris read an
extract from one of his stories which inspired many of the
students to buy signed copies of his books at the end.
Chris also ran a creative writing session with two sets of
Rudiments students and a special lunchtime talk with Book
Club students.

Our last (but certainly not least) visiting author was Dan
Freedman and he gave a captivating talk for students in
Elements and Rudiments. Dan is the author of the very
popular Jamie Johnson series of football-themed books.
Dan captivated our Elements and Rudiments students with
tales of his teenage dreams of playing football
professionally and how he ended up working as a football
journalist for the Football Association. He travelled to the
World Cup in 2002 with the England football team and he
has interviewed all the top international football players
like Beckham, Rooney and Ronaldo. The students were
completely enthralled by his amazing stories and he gave
them lots of time to ask questions, giving away a signed
football to the student with the most interesting question!
Dan also did a special lunchtime talk with Book Club
students in the Library. Since Dan’s visit, students have
been flocking to the Library to borrow his series of books.
A special thank you goes to our local independent book
shop, Books@Hoddesdon, for supporting our events and
making a huge range of titles available for students to buy.

On Sunday 21st June over 120 people were in attendance in the St Edmund’s Chapel to
witness Fabrizio Ciraolo, Malachy Crane and Harry Smith receive their First Holy Communion.
This was a special occasion and the children had their families and friends with them to help
them celebrate this wonderful day. The event was made even more special by the
contribution of the School choir whose beautiful singing added to the sense of reverence.
Notable solo performances came from Matthew Parker, Alessandro Ciraolo and Daisy
Morrison. Many thanks must go to Dr McLauchlan for preparing the choir and the soloists so
well, to Mr Benham who played the organ and to all the children who gave up their Sunday
morning to come to the Mass. As ever we are indebted to Father Peter for his continued
support and guidance as the children were prepared for this important Sacrament.
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In April the Business Studies and
Media Studies Department joined
together to enter the Nationwide
Building Society Big Money Movie
Pitch Competition.
The aim of the
competition was to
bring financial
education to life and
give students the
chance to pitch a short
film idea about
managing money – a
film by young people,
for young people.

Prep School Bookworms
The Prep School also celebrated an exciting and enjoyable World Book Week. It was great to
witness such enthusiasm for books and to see the children reading with such enjoyment.
The Travelling Book fair proved to be very
popular, they provide an excellent range of
literature for the children to buy. The Prep school
was also able to add over £500 worth of new
books and literature to the library and class
libraries for children to enjoy throughout the
year.
Buddy reading was also a great success, with
older pupils paired with younger children to
enjoy their favourite books together and share
their love of reading. It was lovely to hear
children reading aloud to each other and
enthusiastically discussing their favourite books.
On World Book Day itself, the popular children’s
authors, Jan Burchett and Sara Vogler visited us
and ran an inspiring assembly together with
exciting workshops based on their series of
books: Sam Silver Undercover Pirate and Pets from
Space. The authors read extracts from their
books which gripped the audience. After each
session the authors offered signed books for sale,
which the children couldn’t wait to get hold of
to continue reading!
The main highlights of the children’s Book Week
took place on Friday 6th March. Pupils and staff
came to school dressed up as their favourite
book character, it was wonderful to see the
amazing effort everyone had gone to with their
costumes. There were several Where’s Wally,
James Bond and Alice in Wonderland characters
wondering around, to name but a few!
In the afternoon we held the ever popular
competitive Poetry Competition, children in all
classes carefully learnt a favourite poem and
individually recited their poem to the school and

our judges, Mr Cartwright and Miss James. The
standard of entries was incredibly high and the
children all performed with great composure and
confidence. In the Pre Prep competition Pippa
Webster won first prize, whilst Matthew Parker
was the winner in the Prep Competition, both
children were awarded a poetry cup for their
achievement.
A new house event for this year was the Poem
Recital, where each house recited the poem, The
Garden Year by Sara Coleridge, as ever there was
fierce competition between the houses to find a
winner, but congratulations go to Mayne House
for performing the winning recital. This event, like
the others during the week, sparked great interest
in literature, thank you to everyone for your
great efforts and support.

Six Syntax students,
namely, Laura Madden,
Brendan Carnell, Croia
McDermott, Alice
Martin, Aimee Carhart and James Healey worked as a team
to present their idea of “Budgetopoly” to the judges. The
students produced a game entitled “Budgetopoly”, with the
key focus of promoting the concept of the importance of
budgeting for 11-14 year olds. They also produced a
storyboard and a 30 second teaser clip, to provide the judges
with an insight into what the finished movie would look like.
As well as developing financial capability skills, the students
involved developed skills of discussion, presentation,
creativity, critical thinking and team working skills. This
opportunity also allowed for cross curricular links between
two departments and provided the students with an insight
into topics studied at both GCSE and A-Level.
Miss McShane and Mr Woodward worked with the students
involved at lunchtimes and after school and are delighted
that the students made it through three rounds of judging to
the final shortlist of 8 out of 200 entries. A fantastic
achievement for all involved.

Readathon 2015
During the Easter holidays and as part of our
Book Week Celebrations the children in the Prep
School took part in a Readathon. The event was
to raise money for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust, the
charity Campion House supported during the
Lent term.
Readathon is a sponsored reading event which
encourages children to read for pleasure and for
purpose. It motivates even the reluctant reader
to read more books as they know they are raising
money for seriously ill children. It helps to
improve reading throughout the school.
By choosing to read a wide variety of literature
the children raised just over £800. Thank you to
all of those pupils who took part and for the kind
donations in supporting such a worthy cause.
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Excellence in Arts
St Edmund’s Prep was awarded the Artsmark by the
Arts Council earlier this year in recognition of
excellence in both the visual and performing arts.
We were delighted to be given this award as the arts are
an important part of the development of our pupils as well
rounded citizens: in particular the development of sensitivity,
perseverance and the appreciation of difference.

Time to leave ‘home’
In May, the boarding community held their annual ‘leavers’ dinner’
for Rhetoric II. Within boarding, both students and staff build up
strong relationships and this is always a wonderful opportunity to
celebrate and reflect on the years gone by and to congratulate the
students on all they have achieved.
Speeches were given by Mr. Durán, Miss Cobb, Donna Maria
Georgieva and Joshua Nlewedum. It was wonderful to see so
many staff from different aspects of College life present.

The assessor commented that pupils here were confident, assertive and thoughtful and praised how our
Arts programme at the Prep develops our students self esteem so effectively.
Well done to Dr Mclauchlan and Mrs Roper for coordinating the application and especially to the
children, who continue to work so hard, providing great inspiration for us all.

Down on the farm
Back in May, Form 4 visited Ardeley Farm as part of their science work on habitats and to understand
more about where food comes from. Everyone had an interesting day out and really enjoyed exploring
a working farm to discover first-hand how it operates.

With 42 Rhetoric II students in boarding, the great variety of
characters will be missed next year, but we wish all of them the
very best for the future and hope they will stay in touch.

County Shield winnners
Whilst we were there the children were given the opportunity to go into the hen house and collect
fresh eggs. These eggs were all laid by free-range laying hens, and afterwards the children helped to
weigh and grade the 100 individual eggs they had gathered.
As we explored the farm the children held very
young chicks, saw pigs bathing in mud and learnt
more about Red Poll Cattle, but the highlight of the
day for most of us was feeding the new born lambs.
The lambs were only a few weeks old and were very,
very hungry! Each of us fed the lambs, as they
sucked strongly on their milk bottles. Afterwards the
children stroked and petted these tame animals,
and found out more about the life of young lambs.
Thank you to Mr Goodfellow for arranging such a
successful, interesting and educational day out.
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Lydia Sanders (with shield) earnt the honour of being joint Captain for
Hertfordshire U15 Hockey team in the County final tournament in May.
The opening match against last years winners, Essex, saw Hertfordshire
take the lead only to let this lead slip away losing the match by one goal.
They did though go onto win their matches against Suffolk,
Cambridgeshire, Lincolnshire, Bedfordshire and Norfolk (last year’s U14’s
winners) which meant that Lydia and the rest of the Hertfordshire team
won the County Shield. Well done to Lydia and all the girls.

Into the Blue

Men behaving ‘Bardly’

The months leading up to the Easter holiday we
were busy putting together and practicing all the
required levels of training in readiness for our
diving trip to the Red Sea, Egypt.
This year I was our instructor after sitting my
instructor’s exams in November 2014. For me
this was a very different experience from other
years’ dive trips, but such a privilege to be able to
teach young people to dive and to enjoy the
hobby that gives me such pleasure.
We were exceptionally lucky on our first dive as
we had a pod of over twenty dolphins join us, a
truly magical encounter that will stay in our
memories for years to come.

Shakespeare Day has become an annual event at the
College for Elements students, celebrating our greatest
national poet.
The whole of Elements was involved, watching and
participating in a day of Shakespearian fun, led by Sky Blue
Theatre Company, three talented young actors, who treated our
students to a lively and entertaining performance of scenes from
some of Shakespeare’s greatest plays.
But it wasn’t all about watching, as members of the audience were called up to
play the various parts in a retelling of Romeo and Juliet that, well, didn’t go quite as Shakespeare intended!
After the performance the students split into three groups for a carousel of performance workshops that brought out
their acting skills like never before, including some very realistic stage fighting that one of their teachers found so
convincing, he thought a real fight had broken out!
Many thanks once again to the Sky Blue Theatre Company for an inspiring and enjoyable day that showed us how
relevant and exciting The Bard of Avon still is.
ADAM SIMMONDS

Seaing is believing

Our good fortune continued throughout the rest
of our trip, as we explored the underwater world,
with regular visits from turtles and even a
passing Manta Ray.

As part of our topic “Our Island Home”, Prep Form 2 went on an
exploratory trip to Southend Aquarium.
The children had a fantastic day, learning about some of the
creatures that live along our shores and even had the chance to
touch a starfish and an edible crab. Pupils were told some interesting
and disgusting facts by the aquarium staff and thoroughly enjoyed
seeing sea life from our coast and around the globe.
After an exciting and tiring day, we arrived back at the Prep School
with goodies from the gift shop and lots of happy memories of a
lovely day of practical learning.
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PSHE celebration

Spellbinding Beauty and the Beast

The PSHE (Personal Social Health & Economic
Education) and Mentoring Programme has gone from
strength to strength within our boarding community
and is now entering its third successful year.
The PSHE programme is a planned programme of learning through which
children and young people acquire the knowledge, understanding and skills
they need to manage their lives. As part of our whole school approach,
PSHE develops the qualities and attributes students need to thrive as
individuals, family members and members of society.
The structured programme has a designated theme attached to each half
term for different year groups and works on a rotation basis. Alongside the
termly programme, the mentoring scheme has been designed to be as
flexible as possible and has concentrated on areas that are related to every
boarding experience.
Each boarder has an individual mentor who acts as another support network
within the College, they listen to concerns and help explore opportunities
for the students and aim to monitor the progress of each individual boarder
both pastorally and academically.
Throughout the year each year group had the opportunity to work as a
team to organise an event within the boarding community. Some events
raised money for charity, whilst others including “Who wants to be a
Boarding Extraordinaire” and “The Dark Side of the Moon evening” ensured
the boarders had lots of fun!
A presentation evening was held in June to celebrate the fact that all the
boarders who were involved in the scheme passed successfully. The evening
began with students from the three different year groups discussing their
experiences. This ranged from Elements who had talks on “Internet Safety”
to Rhetoric II who had talks and discussions on “Life after St Edmund’s” and
“Budgeting for the Future whilst preparing for university”. The success of
our students was then celebrated with a special meal in the refectory. It was
a lovely event that the boarding staff and students had worked so hard to
achieve their awards enjoyed thoroughly.

A beauty, rather than a beast of a performance, summed up how all felt as the
curtain came down on the evening and matinée performances of the Prep School’s
most challenging production in recent years.
The children coped well learning their lines and with the intensive period of rehearsal
leading up to the first night’s performance and everyone appeared to be enjoying
themselves on stage, many having overcome their nerves of speaking in public.
Form 6 played the main characters with impressive maturity, bringing out the humour
of the script and raising frequent laughter from the audience, but they also managed to
achieve the pathos required from the roles, almost reducing audience members to tears.
Forms 3-5, dressed as villagers and provided enthusiastic support during the chorus
numbers. The lively music, the artistically painted set, the characterful and colourful
costumes and props all played their part in making this such an entertaining show.
Thank you to the Prep staff who contributed in so many different ways to the success
of this most enjoyable production.
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Paris 2015
Just before the May half-term, twenty four students and three
teachers embarked on a homestay trip to Paris. Everyone was
excited to experience all that the French capital had to offer and
the educational trip certainly did not disappoint.
Having travelled across
the English Channel, the
students met their
French hosts for the first
time; some were a little
nervous initially, but the
families quickly made
them feel welcome and
not one student felt
homesick.
The next morning, all our
students were full of
stories about how lovely
the food was, how kind the people were, what the house was like etc. It was wonderful to witness our pupils
getting a real insight into French culture.
The next two days were spent in the centre of Paris practicing our French and visiting all the famous sights: the
Louvre Museum (where we were able to see the world famous Mona Lisa), the Tuileries Gardens, the impressive
Eiffel Tower, the Arc de Triomphe, Notre-Dame Cathedral, Sacré-Coeur, with its superb panoramic views of the
city, and Monmartre with its street artists and caricaturists.
We also went to Mass on the Saturday evening. Unbeknown to us, it was a special Mass during which some
French children celebrated their First Holy Communion. What a privilege it was to be part of their special day!
It was the perfect opportunity for the students to take part in a French Mass, particularly at the moment of the
Hail Mary as they practise it so often in class.
Our fourth day was spent at Parc Astérix. Initially, students were a little disappointed not be going to
Disneyland but they were soon converted to the French theme park and very much enjoyed meeting Obélix,
Astérix and Idéfix (Dogmatic’s real name) They all appreciated the rides, the Dolphin show and all the games.
After saying goodbye and thank you to the French families on the last day, we started our journey back, a little
sad to be leaving but full of happy memories from our trip.

Definitely not judging
a book by it’s cover
During Trinity term, St Edmund’s Book Club members took
part in the national shadowing scheme for the CILIP Carnegie
Medal. The award is given each year for the most
outstanding book for children and young people published in
the previous year.
Schools across the country read the shortlist of books at the
same time as the real judges and the members of St Edmund’s
Book Club were happy to accept the challenge. A shortlist of
eight books was announced in March and since then, our Book
Club members have been frantically reading as many of the
books as they could, before the winner was announced in June.
The highlight of taking part in the Carnegie shadowing scheme
is the huge book discussion with Book Club students from other
schools in the East Herts area. This year, St Edmund’s hosted
the event for the first time, and were delighted to welcome five
other schools; Bishop’s Stortford College, Simon Ball, Herts and
Essex, Bishop’s Stortford High School and Leventhorpe.
The students selected to represent St Edmund’s were; Anna
Goodes and Aimee Carhart (both Syntax), Aryaman Solanki and
Tim Wai (both Grammar), Cerys O’Connor and Michael
Rutherford (Rudiments) and Sophia Price-Ross (Elements). The
students were placed into mixed groups so they had the
opportunity to meet students from other schools and gain new
insights into the books they had been reading. It was a great
occasion and amazing to watch the students getting into lively
debates within their groups. After the book discussion, each
student voted for their favourite book. Drinks and St Edmund’s
special chocolate brownies were supplied while the votes were
counted! The day was ended with a rousing game of Carnegie
Quingo – a cross between a quiz and bingo!
The official Carnegie medal winner, which was announced a few
days later, turned out be Buffalo Soldier by Tanya Landman, a
worthy choice. Set in the American Civil War, it throws new
light on the meaning of slavery and freedom. The book that
received the most votes on the day was More than this by
Patrick Ness. Book Club members agreed that it had been a
valuable experience to discover works from some different
authors and read books they might not normally choose.
We look forward to participating again next year!

New school leaders commissioned
Our Heads of School, House Captains and Deputies are an important part of the leadership of the
school. Not only do they help with the day-to-day running of the College and organise inter-house
events but also act as important role models for our younger students.
This year congratulate the following pupils for being chosen for these key roles:
Head Boy Christopher Larkin-Collins, Deputies Kishan Patel and Joseph Cutteridge
Head Girl Holly Wise, Deputies Katie Foscoe and Jessica Menezes
Head of Boys’ Boarding Danat Tungushbayev, Head of Girls’ Boarding Mia Medic
House Captains: Challoner George Theoharous and Amy Braun, Douglass Liam Gamble and Eleanor Wells
Pole Sean Russell and Stefania Cuffaro, Poynter Louis Mowbray and Annie Orla Mulroney
Talbot Tom Collett and Stefanie Bongiorno.
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Incredible India

L AMDA News
It has been a very productive couple of months for our LAMDA
(London Academy of Music & Dramatic Art) students.

Students and staff alike had a very early wake up call to be ready to leave for our trip to
India at 5am from the College one Friday morning in early July. After an international flight
to Mumbai, a domestic flight to Bengaluru and a coach ride everyone arrived at the
guesthouse of St John’s Medical College at 7am local time the next day. Everyone agreed
that what was to follow was well worth the long journey to get there.
This unique country gave us the opportunity to delve into a culture, religion and way of
life that were completely alien to our group of westernised students, providing
moments that we will never forget.
The principal aim of our visit was to meet and help young children in poverty stricken
schools and villages and to experience just a taste of their lives, which are so vastly different
to our own. Students spent time sorting and distributing gifts and toys for various local
primary school children and visiting and spending time with pupils from Bishop Cotton Boys
School, Privadarshini School and MLE Public School.
Some highlights of the ten day trip included immersing ourselves in the local culture and
viewing the wildlife; a visit to Janapadaloka, a cultural village established by the Government
of Karnataka to exhibit the rich cultural heritage of the state; the group enjoyed time at
Bannerghatta National park and Ranganathittu bird sanctuary to see various migratory
birds; there was also a popular visit to the Big Bull temple and Tippu Sultan’s Palace.
We must say that the Indian hospitality shown to us throughout out trip was incredible,
everywhere we went we felt very welcomed. We would also like to thank the members of
staff who accompanied us, especially Mr Mohanna, for his detailed local knowledge. After a
jam packed trip we all arrived home tired but with memories to last us a lifetime.

Our last examination session saw over thirty students from the Prep
School and the College take a variety of performance and
communication exams. Our highest achievers were Caspian Plummer
from the College with 92% Distinction for Acting Grade 2 and Evie
Gostling and Theodora Michaelides with 88% Distinction for Acting
Duo Grade 3. From the Prep School, Ayla Moore was awarded 90%
Distinction for Acting Entry Level and Max Amos gained 82%
Distinction for Speaking in Public Grade 2. All of the students were
able to celebrate their work by performing their pieces to their parents
and peers in their LAMDA Recitals.
Students have the choice of taking a variety of subjects including
Acting, Devised, Verse & Prose, Reading for Performance, Speaking in
Public and Musical Theatre. Every student develops new
communication and performance skills which enhance their learning
and confidence.
The London Academy of Music & Dramatic Art syllabus is becoming
increasingly popular with all ages at St Edmund’s College and Prep
School. Forms 1 and 2 now have a very popular group Speech &
Drama activity every Thursday and will be taking their first
communication exams in March 2016. Mrs Sarah Cruise will be
joining Miss James to prepare the children. There has been an influx of
new students joining the College Speech & Drama lessons in
September, so we are delighted to welcome Mrs Alison Phillips to help
the LAMDA team this term.

Athletics Round Up
The summer term has seen some successful performances by
the budding young athletes of St Edmund’s College.
The College has performed exceptionally well in this season's
Hertfordshire Athletics League despite the difficult windy conditions.
Our athletes showed commitment and all have made significant
improvements in their track and field events. In the meetings, all
students performed to the best of their ability - managing to raise
their game to suit the occasion and several of our athletes were
consistently successful against schools in the area.
The spirit of the College has been exemplified by Jake Sherlock
who won his 1500m race despite being a year younger than most
of his opposition. He has worked tirelessly to improve his running
technique and tactics, managing to achieve an impressive personal
best of 4 minutes 37 seconds this season.

Girls’ Football
This year saw the girls at St Edmund’s tackling football and what
a year for it with our England “Lionesses” coming third at the recent FIFA
Women’s World Cup. Ladies’ football is on the rise and there was definitely
football fever at St Edmund’s this year with our U13, U14 and U15 teams
already achieving some fantastic results!
Any girls interested in joining in the fun should speak to Miss Regan (who currently plays with
a Hertfordshire ladies team) or Anna Re. Make new friends, develop your skills, get fit and be
part of this ever-growing, fantastic sport… let’s show the boys how it should be done!
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Ella Wansell demonstrated her prowess by winning all of her races
in the 200m. This season, she ran a personal best of 25.7 seconds
and has another year to progress against her opposition. Her
efforts this season have been commendable. Tim Worsley has also
demonstrated his effort and determination this season, by
recovering from injury, to win his races with confidence.
In the Javelin, Mia Kersey and Oliver Luck have demonstrated their
power and both have broken the 30m mark. Both athletes have
given outstanding performances across the season in the field
event.
The St Edmund's pupils have all worked hard to achieve some
outstanding results in their individual events. Many thanks to all
the parents who supported at all the events this season, as well as
all the staff who have helped in the after school practices.

Duke of Edinburgh
Award Expeditions
In March we had around 200 students
participate in the training day in preparation for
their practice expeditions.
The College continues to run Bronze, Silver and
Gold Walking and Canoeing expeditions. During
the course of April and May all students
participated in their practice expeditions. Despite
facing some challenges along the way, all students
worked with great enthusiasm and determination
in their teams to complete their routes. For many
it was their first time being completely selfsufficient in the wilderness.
In June the Silver canoeing group successfully
completed their assessed expedition on the River
Ouse and the walking group in the Peak District.
During Activities Week, Bronze students completed
their Award on the River Thames and in the New
Forest. The Gold groups walked in Thailand and
canoed on the River Wye over the summer break.
A big thank you to the large number of staff who
volunteer to help with the Award and most
importantly thank you to the students for their
enthusiasm for the Award.

Activities Week
Our annual Activities Week saw a number of exciting and mind-broadening residential visits taking place, including a Hockey
tour to Holland, a Cricket tour to Lancashire, an Adventure trip to Spain, a Cultural visit to Germany, a Golf tour to Douai,
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Canoeing and Walking assessed expeditions and even a trip to Thailand where students helped to
lay a new floor in a village canteen that had been damaged by a recent earthquake!
Those students not away on the residential visits took part in a range of programmes based nearer home. Pupils tried and
took part in Ultimate Adventure, Zoo Keeper Experience, Sport and Outdoor Fanatic, Watersports, On Her Majesty’s Service,
Movie Star Experience, Photography and Exploring Science. Students enjoyed some great activities on-site as well as a
variety of visits off-site. These included the Snow Centre, Paradise Wildlife park, Quad Biking, Canoeing, Wake Boarding, the
Science Museum and the Natural History Museum.
These activities and experiences all form part of our mission to provide a rounded education for the whole person. Our
students were fantastic throughout the week and a big thank you goes to all the staff involved in making the week such a
success.

Senior Vocal Recital
We were treated to some beautiful performances at the vocal recital back in March. Most of the students were performing
exam repertoire, either for their music GCSEs or A levels, or for the ABRSM and LCM Music Theatre examinations.
The recital was opened with a confident performance of a duet by Catherine New and Croia McDermott singing the
Canadian folksong She’s Like the Swallow. Other Syntax students also performing were Christina Thorneycroft, Alice Martin,
Felicity Bourdillon, Lily Hawthorne, Ike Ezeji, Daniel Ruiz. Alfie Rice and James Hanley went on to perform solos.
Poetry students Katya Kosheleva, Marina Leonard, Augusta Thorneycroft, Kathryn Salter-Kay and Michael Stephens-Jones
performed some beautiful pieces from their recent GCSE examination performances. Newcomer Austin Arnold gave a
delightful performance of Falling Slowly accompanied by himself on the guitar. Also performing for the first time was
Jessica Westbrook-Clyne singing an Ellie Goulding arrangement of Elton John’s Your Song. Particular highlights of the
evening were Kathyrn Salter-Kay’s Poor Wandering One a comic song from Pirates of Penzance, Augusta Thorneycroft and
Marina Leonard’s beautiful duet Autumn Leaves by Eva Cassidy, and finishing off in style was James Hanley’s performance
of Me and My Shadow with Mr Royall. Thanks go to to accompanists Mr Benham, Miss Taylor, Mr Royall and Mrs Hanley for
their excellent playing, support and encouragement.

Running well
On Wednesday 18th March St Edmund’s
College welcomed 190 pupils from 11
different schools to compete in our third
annual Cross Country Competition. The
event is going from strength to strength and
it testament to its popularity that so many
pupils from so many schools now take part.
There was fierce competition in every race
with the standard of running exceptionally high.
During the afternoon there were competitors
from year 5 up to Rhetoric II with race
distances starting at 2K and increasing to 5K.
The year 5 and 6 girls’ race was won in a time
of 8 minutes 23 seconds, closely followed in
second place by Georgia Davis of the Prep
School. The boys’ race was won in a time of 7
minutes 55 seconds by Tom Christie from the
Prep School. This stood the Prep School in a
great position and they won both the year 5
and 6 girls’ and boys’ competition.
Beth Gardner and Ella Taylor were second in
the their respective races with St Edmund’s
finishing in second place in both age groups.
Thomas MacDougall finished third in his race
which allowed St Edmund’s to finish second
overall. In the girls’ senior race Philippa
O’Bryan finished third which meant that
St Edmund’s claimed the overall victory.
Well done to everyone that competed or
helped to make the event such a success.
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Challenge and Stretch
It has been a very productive Trinity term for students
participating in the Challenge and Stretch programme.
Highlights have included:
Rudiments Ashleigh Cook, Beth Gardner, Cerys O' Connell,
Oliver Martin, Daniel Garvin and Ed Hartley finishing a close 2nd
at the IET Faraday Challenge Day. They designed a road safety
beacon for cyclists which was activated by low light levels,
produced a prototype and pitched their idea in the style of
Dragons' Den to a panel of judges.

•

In May Prep’s Form 5 enjoyed a
glorious week near the beautiful
seaside town of Westward Ho on the
North Devon coastline on their
annual residential trip to PGL.

We had fantastic weather for almost the entire week,
and this made the activities even more enjoyable.
Pupils took part in a wide range of challenging
activities designed to develop confidence and to
encourage teamwork such as High Ropes, Zip Wire,
Abseiling, Climbing, Trapeze, Wacky Races, Aeroball,
Challenge Course which involved getting very wet and
muddy and Body Boarding in the lovely warm sea!
Our thanks go to
Mrs Drabwell,
Miss Warnes and
Miss Ingrao for
accompanying
us on the trip
and for helping
to make it such
an enjoyable
experience.

Elements and Rudiments students participated in the Lego
•Mindstorms
Space Challenge Workshop at LEGOLAND.
Confronted with a desolate moonscape the students programmed
and controlled robots to remotely carry out tasks from mission
control. A full and thorough exploration of LEGOLAND was also
undertaken with many amusement rides double and triple
checked for maximum entertainment.
of thirty students accompanied Mrs Salter-Kay and Dr
•EvesA group
to the Barbican to participate in the Barbican Big Workshop.
Hosted for the day by professional musicians, artists, dancers and
film directors the students created soundscapes, sculptures, plays
and stop motion animations to depict dystopian worlds their
somewhat twisted imaginations conjured up - Burger World with
bouncing sporks, Corrupted Narnia ruled by a gremlin queen,
Fanta-sea a playground for narcissistic mermaid and Music Island
featuring living instruments governed by a tyrranical conductor.
Prof John Barrow from the University of Cambridge visited St
•Edmund's
to discuss the links between Mathematics and Art. He
also elaborated on the patterned nature of things we call random.
Syntax students Catherine New, Meera Pusprajah, Irene Jackson
•Sillah
and Sicily Scrimali participated in the Eastern Region French
Debating competition. Showing great dexterity with their
language skills the girls argued for and against the motions that
"the city is better than the countryside", " friends are better than
family" and "celebrities are good role models for the young". A
special mention goes to Catherine and Meera who just missed out
on making the semi finals of the competition.

•

Music to young ears
Mrs Slade’s Monday lunchtime Junior String Group gave a spirited performance of Mock Morris by
P Grainger to a very appreciative Prep School audience who particularly loved the double bass as
played by Alexander Cass.
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We have two teams working on entries for the Google Science
Fair. First prize in this worldwide competition is a $50,000
university scholarship. Charlie Ponting, Mark D'Cruz and Ben Hart
are designing a solar furnace as investigation into an alternative
heating source for boarders' whilst Alvaro Sanchez Martinez,
Charlie Vassila and Luke Seabrook are investigating the behaviour
of Slime Mould.

New societies provide academic and leadership
opportunities for ambitious students
An important aspect of students preparing for university is a keen focus and wider appreciation of their subject
area and career interest. St Edmund's College is proud to support this thirst for knowledge with specialist
Engineering, History and Medic Societies, led by students, with the support of knowledgable staff.

Girls’
AEGON
Tennis

The Medic Society is open to any student from Syntax upwards who have a specific interest in medicine as a
career. They meet once a fortnight to discuss a range of relevant issues, review articles and support each other in
the preparation for UKCAT and BMAT
tests, as well as discuss topics which
might come up in an interview. Notes are
taken on the content of the meeting and
focus for the next session.
The Engineering Society offers another
opportunity for students with an interest
in any form of engineering to present a
topic or investigate new or recent
engineering projects. Students can also
seek support in finding work experience
from specialist staff and school contacts.

St Edmund’s College entered the AEGON schools tennis
competition in both the U13 and U15 age groups.
The U13 team was Lara Chick, Millie Flannagan,
Mabelle Stringer and Mairead Sheehy. The girls faced
Queenswood and Haileybury in what were well fought
matches. Millie Flannagan won her singles match
against Queenswood 6-0 and then played a doubles
game with Lara Chick where they also won 6-0.
Mairead Sheehy and Mabelle Stringer played some
exceptionally good winning ground strokes of both
their backhands and forehands but were both
unfortunate and lost their games 3-6.

Please contact Mrs Noble if you are
interested in joining any of these societies
or even setting up a new one!

The U15 squad boasts some strong tennis players
which meant a rotation had to be played in order for all
the girls to represent the College. The girls were Sicily
Scrimali, Monet Scirmali, Mia Kersey, Georgina Johnson,
Tara Lane and Eleonore Chauvois. The girls faced tough
competition but they did not let this daunt them. The
team faced Bishop’s Stortford College first in a nail
biting match. After all the singles had been played both
teams were level on points. This led to tense doubles
matches being played which resulted in Bishop’s
Stortford College winning one and St Edmund’s winning
one. This meant a shoot-out had to be played, with
Monet Scrimali and Eleonore Chauvois taking on the
challenge. Both teams fought to wire and St Edmund’s
was the eventual winner: 10-8.

Forest Olympics
The Prep School’s U11 and U9 athletics squad were in fine form and finished in second place at the annual
Forest Olympics athletics event, with some excellent individual and team performances. Alexander Shenouda
finished 1st in the U11 Boys’ Long Jump, Mimi Uzoka finished 1st in the U9 Girls’ 600m, Georgia Davies finished
2nd in the U11 Girls’ Long Jump and Ben Feltham finished 3rd in the U11 Boys’ Ball Throw. In the relays, our U9
girls’ and U11 girls’ teams both claimed second place and silver medals. A super performance by all: with 32
competitors in each section, the achievements by our team were very impressive. Well done!

The girls faced Queenswood next and we found
ourselves in the same situation, facing a shoot-out. This
time Monet Scrimali paired with Tara Lane. The girls
played some impressive ground strokes which resulted
in a 10-5 win and another win in the group stages.
The final match was against Haileybury and a victory
would lead to a place in the quarter finals.
Unfortunately, the girls came up against strong
opposition and were unable to produce another win.
All our girls played exceptional tennis and should be
very proud of their achievements.

5th GSK National Science Week Challenge
A group of six Syntax students (Maggie Wang, Karim Tadros, Polly
Stateva, Alvaro Sanchez Martinez, Mark D’Cruz and Meera
Pusparajah) took part in the GSK Science Week Challenge this
year. A total of fourteen local schools took part, with each school
team set a forensic challenge and a ballistic challenge to
complete, before the teams took part in a quiz.
The St Edmund’s team was a credit to the school, both in their
demeanour and inventiveness and did us proud by coming a
creditable 6th overall, with Presdales being the winning team.
All teams received an oak tree, as part of GSK’s celebrations,
which has been planted in the school grounds.
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