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Oom-pah-pah, oom-pah-pah, that’s how it goes!

I welcome you to St Edmund’s at the start of another
academic year, particularly welcoming new families to
the Prep or College, as you begin your lives as part of
the Edmundian community.
I hope that you managed to
catch some of the sporting
achievements by Team GB at the
Olympics and Paralympics as I
believe that we can all take
inspiration from their personal
achievements, dedication and
hard work. As we begin a new
academic year we should all keep
this inspiration close to our hearts
as we all strive to achieve our
God-given potential in all we do.
Our Mission at St Edmund’s is to educate the whole child
and this edition of College Life includes so many of the
exciting challenges and experiences our students have
encountered. What it cannot highlight is that every day
over 800 students take part in curriculum lessons, be it
our youngest students at just three, learning to simply
hold a pencil and form letters to our Rhetoricians learning
complex equations. As a school and community we are
proud of all that our students achieved last term, but we
do not stand still to reflect on this for long, as the term
starts we have new goals and targets to achieve and
continue to drive forward in all areas of life at St Edmund’s

‘There is always the danger that we may just do the
work for the sake of the work. This is where the respect
and the love and the devotion come in - that we do it to
God, to Christ, and that's why we try to do it as
beautifully as possible’.
Happy reading and a great term to all!
Avita Pro Fide!
PAULO DURÁN, HEADMASTER

After weeks of eager
anticipation, culminating in a
few days of intensive rehearsal,
Prep Forms 3 to 6 excelled
themselves in their matinée
and evening performances of
the much-loved musical
Oliver! in Hertford Theatre.
Over 140 children, plus Form Tutors, several
other Prep staff and students from
Rhetoric, spent an exciting two days at the
theatre, getting to grips with the various
challenges of putting on a production in a
professional setting. Form 6 portrayed the
familiar principal characters with aplomb
and some impressive singing of the
challenging musical numbers.
They were enthusiastically supported by a
singing and dancing chorus of Forms 3 to 5
children, clad in distinctive Victorian
costumes (thank you to parents). Almost
stealing the show, however, was Bullseye
the dog, played by Maggie May Drabwell,
who clearly felt totally at ease on stage.
We were very grateful for the expert
guidance of Hertford Theatre staff on various
aspects of the production as well as to the
many members of the Prep and College who
worked together to ensure the success of
our first venture into a public theatre. Many
parents remarked how professional the
production was and they were very
impressed with all the performances.
Well done to all those who took part and
thank you to everyone who helped make
this fabulous production happen.
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Outstanding Examination Results

St Edmund's Rhetoric students achieved fantastic grades in their examinations this year; Rhetoric II achieved our best ever set of
A level results, with 75% achieving A* - B grades and 46% of all grades awarded being either A* or A.
We are delighted to report that most
students achieved their first choice
university with a high number
securing places at a Russell Group
university.
A number of students gained straight
As or A/ A* grades. Joseph Cutteridge
gained a place at Oxford University to
study Medicine and Emmanuella Jude
Asiegbu will also study Medicine at
Leicester University. Notably, other
students will go on to study
Engineering and Computing at
Imperial University, Mechanical
Engineering at UCL, Law at
Nottingham University and
Mathematics at King’s College
London. Other courses chosen by
students include Primary Education,
International Management, Ancient
History, Geography, Philosophy and
Accountancy.

75% of A levels achieved
this year by St Ed’s students
were A* A or B grades

A* to B grades

46%

Rhetoric have demonstrated
an excellent work ethic
in their study area this year,
enabling all students to
focus and study without
interruption during the
school day. They have
responded positively to
strategies such as Elevate,
engaging students in
improving their study skills.
Rhetoric II followed the
Pre-University Skills course,
giving them a clear idea of
the standards and methods
of working at a university
level in their different
disciplines.

Students have also set up
various societies which have
This year nearly half of all the
promoted a sharing of ideas
A levels achieved by Rhetoric II,
and experience within a
were either A*or A grades
particular area, this allowed
The UCAS process at St Edmund’s
College is thorough, ensuring students
students to widen their
are confident throughout and have the one to one
interests and network with our own alumni and other
contacts. The Medical Society attended a course on the
attention needed in developing their personal statements
process of applying for a medical course and Rhetoric II
and interview technique. A wide enrichment programme
students were able to share their experiences of the UKCAT
enables every student to develop individually and provides
examination for Med. and Vet. applicants and their work
opportunities for leadership and ways to develop resilience
experience with students from lower years.
and resourcefulness. This personalised programme gives
strength and integrity to their university applications.
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Rhetoric have demonstrated clearly that hard work and an
enriched life are key to examination achievement. We wish
them all continued success.

Our first cohort of International Baccalaureate students
completed their studies and their results were very pleasing
with an average score of 33 points which, if put in terms of
A Level grades, would be an average of one A and two B
grades per pupil. GCSE results were again strong with an
increase in A*- A grades to 36% and A*- B grades were at
65%. There were many wonderful personal achievements
from our students; we congratulate them all along with the
staff and families who worked in partnership throughout
their time at the College to ensure they achieved above
their own personal expectations.
Many of our Poets are moving into Rhetoric having laid an
excellent foundation for all to launch themselves onto the
next stage of their educational careers. We continue to
push forward in all areas to ensure that each and every
student, no matter of ability, achieves their best.

Ella’s fast
track to
success
In early September
Ella Wansell competed in
the UK School Games held
at Loughborough University.
The event has been one of the highlights of the
season. It has been a fantastic event for elite
school athletes fully funded by the UK Lottery
and it was fully televised throughout the UK.
We are delighted to report that Ella picked up a
gold medal in the 4 x 100m relay for England
‘South East’ in a time of 46.76 (2nd fastest in the
UK this year) and 11th overall including seniors
and the Olympic 4 x 100m bronze medal time.
Congratulations Ella!

2016 -17 Heads of School appointed
An important part of the leadership of the school are our Heads of School, House Captains and
Deputies. Not only do they act as important role models for our younger students, they also help
with the day-to-day running and organisation of inter-house events etc.
We congratulate the following pupils for being chosen for these key roles for the 2016 -17 academic year:
Head Boy – Blake Hallo, Deputies – Michael Stephens-Jones and Fraser Bolton
Head Girl – Augusta Thorneycroft, Deputies - Jessica-Angel McAleese and Ifeoma Ozor
Head of Boys’ Boarding – Hristo Vangelov. Head of Girls’ Boarding – Xiaoqi Chen
House Captains – Challoner – Austin Arnold and Kathryn Salter-Kay
Douglass – Andrew Cernicky and Madeleine Robinson, Poynter – Megan Shoeman and Douglas Sayers
Pole – William Turley and Pa-Reis McAllister, Talbot – Alice Beadle and Alexander James.

Rugby News
Rudiments student Tom
Head has recently been
selected for the Saracens
Herts Developing Player
Pathway after being put
forward by his PE
teachers. This will involve
eight training sessions
over the next year and
the chance to play for
Herts U13s at three
festivals. Good luck Tom!

Headmaster’s Book
Congratulations to the following pupils who
were selected to sign the Headmaster’s Book as
recognition for their outstanding work:
Abbie-May Jones
Alicia Chugh
Anita Negbenebor
Ashley Kwok
Austin Arnold
Ava Lawrence
Ayla Huseyin
Belinda Carini-Nunn
Denzell Mayor
Dominic Negri
Dream Ruksujarit
Eabha Rainey
Edward Marshall
Eliabella Tennant
Elizabeth Scrutton
Eliz Ramadan
Emily Thomas
Erin Kavanagh
Francis Butterworth
Jacky Man
James Hanley
Jodie Bailey-Ho
Joseph O'Sullivan
Josie McGurk
Kathryn Salter-Kay
Katherine Scott
Louis Cutteridge
Lucy Boyling
Madeleine Purser
Maria Gual
Marley Cooper
Martina Giordano
Megan Schoeman
Miriam Rico
Natasha Polling
Nina Bayford
Ogorchukwu Ozor
Olivia Leftwich
Olya Linkina
Saskia Nanasbaum
Sophia Price Ross
Teddy Sumsion
Zak Martin

Science
English
Library
Biology
English
Science
Review
Drama
History
Music
Journal
Music
Science
History
History
Science
Library
Drama
Science
Helpfulness
Music
Science & Website
Science
National Citizenship Service
Music
Drama
English
Music
English
Tennis
Drama
Playscript
National Citizenship Service
Tennis
Playscript
Science
English
English
Biology
English
Science
Music
English
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New Heads of Rhetoric
We are pleased to announce a restructure to the management of our Rhetoric leadership team. Mrs Cathy
Noble and Mr Benjamin Powell will now take the roles of Co-Directors of Rhetoric, each leading one year
group and following them through the two years that they are in Sixth Form. This ensures that the
students will have personal guidance from one dedicated member of staff throughout their Rhetoric
studies, the UCAS process and of course the examination period.

New teaching staff join
the St Edmund’s team
We are pleased to introduce a number of inspirational teaching
staff and assistants to help teach, guide and motivate our students.
Mr Michael Belt

Teacher of French

Mrs Fabiana Di Carlo

Teacher of Latin and Italian

Mr David Essien (maternity cover)

Teacher of Science

Mrs Kerry Evans

Teacher of English

Mr Raymond Ireson

Teacher of Design and Technology

Miss Naomy Larkin

Teacher of English and Drama

Mrs Donna Stringer

Teacher of Art

Ms Elizabeth Tucker

Head of Geography

Mrs Tania York

Teacher of Geography

Mrs Nichola King

Music Administrator

Miss Rachael Murley

GAP Assistant

Mr Francisco Domenech Nodrid

GAP Assistant

Mr Benito Villegas Perez

GAP Assistant

Miss Mirian Leticia Ramos

Spanish Language Assistant

Brother Ignacio Golmayo Pardo de Santayana
Religious Volunteer

Prep’s Academic Accolades
The 11+ Entrance standard was high this year with all pupils
achieving well, but Oliver Edmunds, Harry Pearcy, Thomas Starr and
Isabella Uzoka achieved standards sufficiently high enough to each be
awarded an Academic Scholarship.

Coffee Shop Live Lounge sessions

In Performing Arts, Honeysuckle Plummer excelled achieving a
Music Scholarship. Representing sport to the highest order was
Jessica Tupman, who was the proud recipient of a Sports Scholarship.
Not content with just his academic success, Thomas Starr also
displayed enough skill and talent to be awarded a Full Music
Exhibition Award. Congratulations, one and all.

In June we saw the first of our Coffee Shop Live
Lounge sessions; members of the St Edmund’s
community, staff and students were able to relax
and listen, over a lunchtime, to some great live
music from our students.
First up was singer and guitarist Freya Burke who
performed a range of songs from Ed Sheeran to
Adele; she made the songs her own and responded
brilliantly to a happy and engaged audience. Louis
Seers and Oliver Martin then joined Freya for a
couple of songs providing confident rhythm and
solo guitar work to accompany her. The boys went
on to perform together, with some fantastic lead
guitar from Oliver and great vocals and rhythm

4

COLLEGE LIFE AUTUMN 2016

from Louis. The students gave professional
and thoroughly entertaining performances
and we cannot wait for more. Any other students
or staff interested in performing in a future Live
Lounge session should let Mrs Noble know.
Our thanks go to guitar teacher Mr Mike Coombs
for helping set up the sound and Rhetorician Alex
James for support. A note that Alex’s own band are
now performing regularly at venues in Cambridge
after winning The Junction’s annual Battle of the
Bands.
We hope that our future Coffee Shop Live Lounge
sessions will help raise funds towards the Rhetoric
Charity for 2016/2017 ‘Restart Africa’.

New Amphitheatre for the Prep
We thank the Friends for their gift of the Amphitheatre to the Prep School. This newly landscaped space nestles
beautifully into Bounds Field and has already been used to present a performance by the Pre-Prep - an
entertaining presentation of Roald Dahl’s Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf by Form 2. Pictured here in their
entirety are the 141 children of the Prep School following a rehearsal of Oliver! at Hertford Theatre. We eagerly
await the opportunity to celebrate Mass together at the Amphitheatre at its official opening in the new
academic year.

Hitting a high note
On a beautiful summer evening in June the Music
School played host to a delightful evening of singing
from our Bounds (junior) singers.
Propping both doors open to allow a cooling breeze
through the packed recital room, Daisy Morrison began
the concert with a poignant rendition of Part of Your
World from the Disney film, ‘The Little Mermaid’. A
highlight of the evening was hearing eleven Elements
students singing, most of whom were making their
debut performance. A first time singing performance in
such a concert takes a lot of courage and we
congratulate all those that took part.
Other highlights included Matthew Parker singing Half
a World Away by Oasis in a newly-minted tenor voice;
Jessie Roberts gave a captivating performance of Why
am I Always the Bridesmaid? Lucia Martin was
outstanding giving a very mature performance of We’ll
Meet Again. Ed Marshall was excellent singing Stars
from ‘Les Misérables’ in a fine tenor voice. Chloe Shaw
and Tiffany Hartley gave a most entertaining
performance of the duet What is this Feeling? from the
musical ‘Wicked’.

Boarding - an international slice of life at St Edmund’s
The boarding community have enjoyed a fantastic year. With 150 boarders, aged 11-18 and from twenty
different countries, it truly is a wonderful place for students and staff alike.
The boarders have supported one another in all that they have done and the Rhetoric II Heads and Deputies of
boarding have truly led by example. Over the past year the boarders have enjoyed many events in the College
including a Spanish themed evening, Chinese New Year, Burns’ Night, St Patrick’s Day celebrations and Diwali to
name but a few. At the end of Trinity term, we finished with the annual Boarders’ Rhetoric II Leavers’ Dinner which
was a lovely occasion. Although it is always sad to say goodbye to members of our Edmundian family we are
looking forward to welcoming new faces in Michaelmas term. Miss Cobb, Head of Boarding, would like to say a
big thank you all the boarding staff and students for all they do to make the boarding community what it is.

A great performance that everyone can be proud of,
well done!
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Year of Mercy
In April, a group of students and staff took part
in our charity sleep out. This was a sponsored
event as part of our celebration of our Year of
Mercy, where we slept as if we were homeless
for the night. We raised money to buy ‘Vinnie
Packs’, provided by the St Vincent de Paul
Society, which contain a thermal hat, gloves and
socks, a toothbrush and toothpaste, a pen and
information card. It was a very moving
experience that we all learned something from.
During the evening we watched a documentary about two families who were
homeless and the impact this had on their children. Reflecting on how
fortunate we were, we held a special candlelit prayer service on how we
had a responsibility to our brothers and sisters in Christ.
We settled down to try and sleep
on the hard ground, in the cold. Not
many people were able to get much
sleep but it enabled us to gain some
understanding of the lives of the homeless. In the
morning we gathered for Morning Prayer and an
opportunity to reflect on our experiences.
We were pleased to raise £1,270 for Vinnie packs.

Some of the participating sleep out students.

Prep - Musical Celebration of
First Holy Communion Mass

In May we focused on clothing the naked. We ran a clothing collection gathering unwanted
clothes for the Red Cross to distribute to those most in need. The response was amazing and
we thank you all for your kind generosity.
In June the pupils focussed on giving drink to the thirsty and sold drinks in order to raise £750
pounds, to help buy a much needed water pump for a rural village in Uganda.

A sixteen-strong choir of Forms 3 to 6 children, Mrs Cutler, Mrs Kirton and Mrs
Murphy, led the singing with admirable confidence at this joyful and well
attended celebration of the Mass.
As well as enthusiastically singing the four hymns, the Choir provided strong
leadership in the Winchester Mass setting and also performed for the first time a
lively children’s Gloria. Form 6 chorister Molly Gaughan sang beautifully three
verses of the Psalm, while groups of Form 5 and 6 pupils performed verses of the
Communion hymn.
The Choir enjoyed the opportunity to join the First Communicants and their
families for refreshments after the Mass. This was a delightful way to help
celebrate this most wonderful occasion.
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Good Samaritan Mass
In June representatives of the College attended the
“Good Samaritan “Mass celebrated by Cardinal Vincent
Nichols at Westminster Cathedral.
This Mass was organised by the Catholic Children’s
Society which was our chosen charity this year for charity
week. It was a joyful occasion, celebrating the work of
the charity whilst also praying for the needs of those it
serves. Erin Kavanagh (Elements) read one of the bidding
prayers during the Mass and was a credit to the College.
Beth Sherlock and Francis Butterworth took part in the
offertory procession and received our Year of Mercy
candle blessed by the Cardinal. After Mass, we visited the
John Southworth side chapel where the students were
reminded of his story and his link with our College. We
then had the opportunity to have a photograph taken
with the Cardinal.

Visit to
On a Saturday in April a small group of staff,
pupils and parents from the College went on a
trip to Harvington Hall near Kidderminster.
Harvington Hall is an unaltered structure
which gives a true picture of what a Tudor
House would have been like, with authentic
Elizabethan wall paintings and the best
surviving series of priests’ hiding places in
the country.
Despite the early start, the horrible weather
and the long traffic jam, we arrived in good
spirits ready to explore and see if we could
find some of their many priest holes. It was a
lovely day beginning with Mass in the
Georgian Chapel. We then had a tour of the
house and were shown the secret priest hides.
We even had the opportunity to go into one
hide in the library.
The trip brought to life the fascinating history
of the survival of Roman Catholic families and
clergymen during the Reformation of the late
sixteenth century. It was an amazing
experience and made us very thankful that we
can freely practise our faith today.

New Religious Volunteer
from Stella Maris
We are delighted to be continuing our links
with Stella Maris, a Catholic school in
Madrid, by welcoming our new religious
volunteer Br Ignacio Golmayo.
Br Ignacio will be assisting with religious
life as well as helping out in other areas of
the school such as sport and boarding
during his year with us.

Captains for the Prep appointed

Above, from left to right:
Megan Sime, Grace Warburton,
Toby Davies, Jed Chick, Joshua Guy
and Abigail Hallam.
On the Right, Prep Sports Captains:
Roman Healy & Yvie Kelly.
We congratulate our young leaders
and wish them well with their
important new responsibilities.
THE NEWSLETTER OF ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE & PREP SCHOOL
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‘Eggcitement’ in the
Science Department
For ten days in June the Science Department became home to eight chicks and
six ducklings, quickly becoming the most popular place for students to be
during lunch time and break!
The chicks and ducklings were part of an innovative project
to encourage and enthuse our students about science.
Many pupils were lucky enough to witness some of the
chicks and ducklings actually hatching out of their shells.
Students displayed their caring sides as they
played with the chicks and took the
ducklings swimming in their very
own paddling pool! Lots of
students took part in
our ‘Name the Chicks
and Ducklings’
competition and
quiz.
The event provided students
with lots of inspiration to
produce excellent posters and
projects about the biology of the
hatching process and first few days of
life for these delightful fluffy creatures.

Prep displays its artistic flair!
On Thursday 16 June we held our
Annual Prep School Art Exhibition.
It was a celebration of the children’s wonderful
creativity and hard work in Art this year. Each
child had made a contribution from drawings
and paintings to clay work and large scale
sculptures. We were delighted that such a
large number of family and friends came to
support the art show, and encouraged that the
feedback from all the visitors was so positive.
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Book Club pick a
Carnegie winner
During Trinity term, Book Club members took part in the
national “shadowing scheme” for the CILIP Carnegie Medal.
This award is given each year for ‘the most outstanding book
for children and young people’ published in the previous year.
Students in schools across the country were reading the
shortlist of books at the same time as the real judges and
St Edmund’s Book Club took the challenge on!
The shortlist of eight books was announced in March. The
Book Club members then frantically read as many of the
books as possible before the winner was announced by the
judges in June.
The highlight of the Carnegie shadowing scheme is our
annual trip to take part in a huge book discussion with
students from other schools in the East Herts area. This year,
we went to Leventhorpe School and the students selected to
represent the College were Aryaman Solanki, Cerys O’Connell,
Sophia Price Ross, Jodie Bailey-Ho, Ogorchukwu Ozor,
Adeoluwa Okufuwa, Joy Osei-Anane and Sam Willoughby.
The pupils were mixed up into groups which gave them the
opportunity to meet students from other schools and gain
new insights into the books they had been reading. After the
book discussion, students enjoyed drinks and giant cookies
while they voted for their favourite book. This was followed
by a fun game of Carnegie Quingo, a cross between a quiz
and bingo, while the votes were counted.

Devon knows they’re good!
In June the Prep’s Form 5 embarked on their annual residential
trip to Beam House near Bideford in Devon. When the children
boarded the coach on Monday morning they were full of
excitement and wonder of what they might encounter on their
week ahead and when they returned on Friday they were tired,
muddy, filled with ice cream and treats but most importantly
they were bursting with new stories and memories with new
friendships that will last a lifetime.
Many fears, phobias and anxieties were put aside as the
children supported each other through the various activities
during the week. Those who were frightened of heights found
themselves jumping off zip wires and trapeze poles. Those who
were not confident in water thrived in the cold sea water and
soon found themselves splashing around and building rafts to
jump off. The Challenge Course, or ‘TEACHER’S REVENGE’ as it
is now called, again proved to be a massive favourite. Well for
the teachers it was anyway!!! Mud, water and grass to name
but a few were thrown, kicked, splashed and applied liberally to
faces, heads and hands. All the children and staff members
agreed this was a tremendous trip.

The students’ favourite book on the day was One by Sarah Crossan and amazingly, this turned out to
be the official winner too!

Back at school, we had a Carnegie celebration for our last Book Club meeting and for the
announcement of the official winner.
Book Club members agreed that it had been a valuable experience to read some different authors and
try books they might not normally choose.
As the event was such a success, we will definitely be taking part again next year.
THE NEWSLETTER OF ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE & PREP SCHOOL
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Schola trip of a lifetime
Students had the opportunity over the summer holidays to
participate in a truly once in a lifetime experience. Our College
Schola joined with St Edmund’s College, Cambridge, St Edmund’s
School, Canterbury and St Edmund Hall, Oxford for a unique
opportunity to sing as one choir at Pontigny Abbey where the
tomb of St Edmund can be found.
This was a project that took two years to put together, initiated by Chris Watson, the Director
of Music at St Edmund Hall, Oxford. Our Schola had the opportunity to travel to St Edmund
Hall to experience life with the Hall’s choir for an evening before going on tour with them to
this very special resting place of St Edmund. Here they experienced a rehearsal and had the
opportunity to discuss university life with the students and Chris Watson.
The group set off to Pontigny with a stop off along the way at Douai (where our College
was founded) which included a tour of Saint-Pierre where students were able to see the relic
of St John Southworth and see famous Edmundian names, such as Bishop Challoner,
displayed. On the second day students enjoyed looking around Auxerre before rehearsals
began that evening. It was a very busy schedule. On Saturday afternoon students coped
remarkably well with a three-hour rehearsal in preparation for the concert in the evening.
The setting in the Abbey was unbelievably beautiful and the acoustics were amazing, which
all helped to make the concert a great success and an evening to remember for all involved.
Kathryn Salter-Kay, James Hanley and Michael Stephen-Jones gave very accomplished
soloist performances.

A medical
career is put
under the
stethoscope.
Saturday 25th June saw the Medical Society venturing to Eton College
for a Medical Careers Day.
It was a packed day covering many aspects of what is required first to
complete a successful application for Medicine at university and then to
succeed on the course and as a junior doctor.
There were highly informative sessions about the admissions tests for the
BMAT and UKCAT and then about personal statements and appropriate
work experience. The working doctors who spoke after lunch were
entertaining and inspirational. The students got a lot out of the day and
we are planning our first PBL session at the Medical Society next term.
Students in Syntax and above who have an interest in Medicine or
related careers are welcome to join us Thursdays (Week B) in S15
at 12.40pm.

On Sunday morning, the students all came together again to celebrate Mass which included
an outstanding performance of Beauty of the Earth. It was a very moving experience to sit in
front of the tomb of St Edmund with our College singing so proudly. Mr Durán and Kishan
Patel addressed the congregation with both highlighting the significance of this event.
In the evening, the group came together for one last time for Evensong and then for a
barbeque to celebrate the weekend and everything that had been achieved by all. The
students were great ambassadors for the College throughout and were a credit to themselves
and the school.
Thank you to Mr Durán, Father Lyness, Mrs Salter-Kay, Mrs Noble, Mr Benham, Mrs Tinner, Miss
Barreda, Mr Webster and Mr Piper for all their hard work both leading up to and during the trip.

A fine dramatic performance!
Belinda Carini-Nunn has been attending drama lessons with Miss James
since she was four years old and has been a regular participant in LAMDA
(London Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts) lessons since she was
eight. Such is her talent, Belinda has recently completed her gold Grade
8 LAMDA for Acting and received a Distinction.
We are delighted to report that Belinda has now won an award for
Drama. She tells us a little about it:

GSK Poster
Competition
We are delighted to report that Lewis Jarvis, Rudiments,
gained 2nd place in the GSK Frank Ellis Memorial Poster
competition, 2016.
Lewis' poster on Genetics has been on display in the
Science block for all to see. As part of the win, the College
received a voucher to be used for scientific equipment and
Lewis now has a trophy to proudly display as a memento.
Well done Lewis, keep up the excellent work!
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“I have recently won an acting competition where I was asked to produce a
film of myself reciting one of my recent LAMDA acting pieces. The prize for
winning this competition was a weekend away in Birmingham where I and
seven other students were
trained by professional actors.
We then put on a showcase for
our family and friends. There
were over 200 people in the
audience and although I was a
little nervous, the experience
was amazing and I learnt so
much. I am hoping to carry on
with my acting and in September
I am starting a 2-year Diploma
course at the College.”
Well done Belinda – keep up
the good work.

UPDATE

Bonjour Adventure!

The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award
Trinity term has been a busy one for those
participating in this challenging Award. Over a
May bank holiday weekend, a large group of
Syntax students travelled to the New Forest for
their Bronze Practice expedition. For many of the
group, this was their first experience of ‘expedition
life’. The students did extremely well and in
particular the navigation skills they displayed were
strong. They coped very well with a variety of
weather conditions and worked extremely well
within their groups, finding out about each other’s
strengths and weaknesses.
The Gold Canoeing group travelled to the River
Severn area and completed a very successful
training day on the canal. Unfortunately, on the
second day, river levels were just too high for the
expedition to continue safely so they had to return
home. The group were disappointed but very
patient and understanding. The expedition was
rescheduled to after their AS exams where the
students spent three days on a very successful
expedition on the River Wye.

The Prep’s Form 6 proudly left English
shores via the Eurotunnel for France to
embark on an adventure filled trip.
They all enjoyed various outdoor
activities from raft building to obstacle
courses and archery to abseiling… not
to mention the campfire with
accompanying thunder and lightning
and the disco to remember.
The children had recently been
studying World War I so took the
opportunity to visit some of the
trenches and battlefields in the area as
well as The Albert Museum
and Thiepval Memorial. This was an
important and a very thought
provoking part of our trip. The children
enjoyed a bit of independence and all
France had to offer, especially the
markets where many trinkets were
bought for family back home!

Game, set and tennis match!
The Trinity term saw great success for our boys’ tennis team: the boys’ U15 tennis squad played
away against a strong Haileybury side and came home with an outstanding win! Oliver Corley,
Max Davies, Ciaran Mooney and Louis Le Gandre, in his debut match, all played extremely well
in their singles and doubles matches and ensured a wonderful victory over Haileybury.
Our girls’ tennis team also had a great training day at Queenswood, where the coaches were especially
impressed with their team work and dedication to the day. The girls themselves enjoyed the day
and learnt much to help improve their games. Well done everyone!
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Information Technology
events at St Edmund’s
Minecraft EDU Festival

Driving all the
way to the top!
Rachel Milton, Poetry student, has had a busy summer this year
winning Junior Driving Champion at the British Driving Society's Annual
Show held at Smiths Lawn, Great Windsor Park.

St Edmund’s partnered with the
Tablet Academy and Hewlett
Packard to provide an exciting and
innovative Minecraft EDU Festival
for schools in the area.
Running two sessions during the
day the students and teachers
explored Minecraft EDU using
tablets. What is Minecraft? - It is
described by many as a first-person
'sandbox game' - meaning it is
literally a virtual landscape where
people dig holes and build with
blocks (think of a child in a sandpit).
It's all about the blocks and what
your imagination can do and build
with them, this is where ideas are
the key as you can create anything
from scratch. Minecraft as a game
has endless possibilities and with
more than 33 million users
worldwide it provides the ideal
virtual landscape for many students
to express themselves.
The event was a real success, students
had an enjoyable time and teachers
learnt a great deal about how to
integrate this valuable resource into their
teaching. Many of the teachers and
students stayed on, or arrived early, so
everyone could have lunch at College, the
students mixed well together creating a
fantastic and dynamic learning
environment.

Computing Festival
St Edmund’s were delighted to host another Computing Festival later
in the term - similar in format to the Minecraft Festival but this time
teaming up with the Tablet Academy, Gaia Technologies and Acer
to provide an exciting and innovative Computing Festival for
local schools.

Rachel was delighted to be presented the Winner’s Rosette by Her Majesty
the Queen and Prince Philip. Rachel has also been crowned Supreme
Champion at the Royal Norfolk Show which means she has qualified for
Horse of the Year Show, taking place in Birmingham in October - the
youngest person to ever qualify.
A fantastic achievement, best of luck with HOYS Rachel!

The students tackled different computing problems and challenges
during the workshop. The tasks included:
Dash robots: Program robots to complete the maze
Robotic Arm: Remove the ‘nuclear waste’ using the
robotic arm
Minecraft: Collaborate to programme a lighthouse
Hour of Code: Develop your own
online game
Lego Wedo: Build and program your own machine
Lightbot: Use logical thinking to program a virtual robot.
The festivals were excellent ways of stimulating young
brains with fun and engaging conundrums to solve.
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Entertaining Interlude at Prep Prize Giving
A number of the Form 3-6 children contributed to a Performing Arts
interlude at the Prep Prize Giving. Miss James’ Forms 3-6 Speech
and Drama Club took to the stage for a lively performances of
Please Mrs Butler and Complaint by Alan Ahlberg. Next, the Form 6
Music Scholars, Honeysuckle Plummer and Thomas Starr, impressed
the audience with their assured solo performances on piano and
trumpet. Finally, the children of Form 6 delivered a rousing rendition
of a traditional Gospel Medley, in which each of the three classes
presented their own song separately before all three were
combined. Well done to all those who took part!

Elements Adopt
an Elephant!

Queen Elizabeth II's 90th
To celebrate Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II's 90th birthday, the Prep children were treated to a session of
wonderful, royal themed activities in the Prep Hall. They had a fabulous time decorating biscuits, making flags,
glasses, crowns, plates, mugs and contributing their handprints to a large birthday card to send to the Queen.
The children and staff of the Prep would very much like to thank the group of enthusiastic, motivated parents
who so kindly helped organised all of these special celebratory activities for the children.

Elements students have been at the forefront of the adoption of
a baby elephant named Roi. She was found in Olare Orok
Conservancy, Masai Mara, Kenya, next to her dead mother by the
Mara Elephant Project last year and is now in an elephant
nursery in Nairobi National Park.
Roi has her own dedicated keeper who looks after her, teaching
her survival skills and the company of older elephants. The
children will keep up to date with her progress, with interest, as
she grows up.

Early Maths Success
We are incredibly proud of our Grammar (Year 9) Accelerated Maths set
for their achievements this year.
It can be daunting for pupils to sit an examination two years early,
however, our students dealt with the process maturely and managed
not to panic too much!
The students enjoyed the challenges they faced and put 100 percent
effort into all the work completed. Across the group we achieved
12 A* grades, 5 As and 1 B; with many of them only being a few marks
off the next grade up. Mrs Dunhill, who taught the group, is looking
forward to working with them again over the next couple of years as
they tackle the Further Mathematics GCSE qualification together.
Kate Lane, Grammar, says: Taking my Maths GCSE was a great
experience; it was challenging but in the end all the hard work paid off
and Mrs Dunhill taught us extremely well - she couldn't have been more
supportive of us. I am so pleased with myself for achieving an A* two
years early and I am sure all of my class are too!
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Students rise to the
sporting challenge

Healthy Living Week
The final week of the Trinity term has saw the Prep School focus
on Healthy Living.
We explored what eating healthily looked like with presentations,
quizzes and cooking in abundance. Nursery to Form 2 went to the
refectory to sample unusual fruit and vegetables before making their
own fruit kebabs. Forms 3 to 6 made their own healthy dishes too,
using the Prep kitchen to prepare their fare and the day culminated
with a picnic in the afternoon.
The week continued with a focus on healthy minds with the
children playing memory games and enjoying meditation,
mindfulness, nature walks and art therapy. The children really
embraced all of these activities wholeheartedly.
Healthy Bodies Day gave the children the opportunity to try fitness
training, yoga, street dance, rugby and take part in a mini Olympics.
A visit from a dentist who explained to the younger children the
benefits of keeping their teeth clean and healthy.
Thursday was Healthy School Day and, despite the grey skies,
children explored the school grounds, making suggestions as to how
we could become a more eco-friendly environment. Form 2
explored the importance of trees in our environment while the older
children suggested ways the school could save energy and water.
"I loved painting to music, it was relaxing and so cool," remarked
Isabel, Form 6. "I found the rugby fun," Ellie, Form 3, told her teacher.
"There were so many different things this week but my favourite
experience was making healthy food and everyone working as a
team," said Grace, Form 6.

May saw the whole College come together for our
annual Sports Day; this year the weather was kind
to us, so everyone enjoyed being out on the sports
fields whether taking part or spectating and
enthusiastically supporting!
Pride in their Houses was evident with students
wearing their colour-coded House t-shirts and a
few even displaying matching House colours on
their faces as well!
The morning saw students taking part in field
games such as javelin, shot putt, high jump and
long jump; the afternoon was taken over by fierce
competition in the track events.
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When the times had been checked, distances
measured and the final scores counted, Douglass
House was declared the overall winner for the day!
Individual winners were:
Boys’ Intermediate Victor Ludorum – Jake Sherlock
Boys’ Junior Victor Ludorum – Tobi Abana and
Jacob Coburn (Joint winners)
Girls’ Intermediate Victrix Ludorum – Ella Taylor
Girls’ Junior Victrix Ludorum – Antonella Pittaluga

Throughout the week, the children discovered that each of these
aspects of healthy living are important but in unison they help us
to be truly happy, healthy individuals.

Congratulations to all those who took part and
thanks go to everyone who worked so hard to
make the day such a success.

The Prep had many visitors and helpers during Healthy Living Week
and we thank them all for the gift of their time and energy, helping
this to be a wonderfully inspiring celebration of healthy living.

An Indian
Summer

On the 1st of July, a group of Rhetoric I students embarked on an
eye-opening and life-changing trip to India.
Jessica-Angel McAleese, picks up the story....

Science is all around!
Salters Festival of Chemistry
Dr Heslin accompanied Rudiments Abbie Jones, Sophia Price
Ross, Francis Butterworth and Edward Marshall to a day of
Chemistry challenges as part of Salters Festival of Chemistry at
the University of East London, Stratford. Competing against
other schools and working as a team they managed to win the
prize in the morning session's challenge.

EDT Go4Set Challenge
Grammarians Edward Hanley, Edward Hartley, Oliver Martin,
Daniel Garvin, Kiran Sanganee and led by Kara Michealson, have
been working on a project for the EDT Go4Set Challenge,
entitled Your Healthy School. The students collected data from
peers to assess their meal choices and how closely they
compare to the Eat Well Plate. They presented their results to a
panel of judges at GSK, Ware, in June, who highly commended
them for their presentation. From the sample data they used
for their project, they found that 78 per cent of students
improved the quality of their meal choices in the refectory to
be more in line with the Eat Well Guidelines.

As a group, we expected that the trip’s schedule would be
demanding but we all found the whole experience thoroughly
exhilarating and fulfilling.
During the trip we stayed at St John’s Hostel located in the city
of Bangalore where we witnessed firsthand the hectic Indian
roads at rush hour. On our first day we gave gifts to local
school children: toys, books, Fruit Pastilles, mirrors and
kaleidoscopes. This made us extremely grateful for what we
take for granted at home, and the opportunities we are given.
These simple and everyday objects in our lives became the best
gift ever to some of these children.
There were many highlights on the trip but the most valuable
and moving were the times we spent with the children in the
schools. Words cannot describe the joy you feel in your heart
when you know that you have brought so much happiness
to a child.
One day we travelled over 130km by bus, train and traditional
tuk tuks to the village of Kanamanapalli to visit the local
school. The money we had raised through activities at school
contributed to the funding of supplying each child with a pair
of flip flops to wear. We were lucky enough to have a
traditional Hindu ceremony performed in front of us while we
were in the village. In comparison, we visited Bishop Cotton
Boys’ School after some of their students had recently travelled
to St Edmund’s College. We were individually greeted with
traditional flower garlands in front of an assembly watched by
the school’s 5000 students. It was amazing to think that all of
these students were there to welcome us.
Our schedule also included a trip to the National Park, The Big
Banyan Tree and several temples. We embraced as much of the
local culture as possible, often trying the traditional South Indian
food sometimes served on a banana leaf.
The opportunity to encounter the difference in culture firsthand was a once in a lifetime experience; the life lessons
learned and the memories made will stay with us forever. On
behalf of everyone on the trip I can safely say it was one of the
best experiences of our lives.

The students now plan to expand their project and hope to
have a positive impact on the wider school community through
further research and suggestions to the school council. A big
thank you to the mentors Matt Peacock and Vinunti Trivedi
from GlaxoSmithKline.

Music, Drama & Dance
For well over an hour on a sunny May morning, the
Pre-Prep children entertained a packed hall of parents and
friends with their joyful performance of songs, instrumental
items, and drama and dance pieces.
Opening the performance, the girls of Miss Christina’s
lunchtime ballet club told in dance the captivating story of
a ‘Walk in the Woods’. A variety of instrumental pieces
followed, for piano, violin, recorder and ukulele, all
concluded with stylish bows.
Form 2 took to the stage for a boisterous rendition of Roald
Dahl’s Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf from his Revolting
Rhymes, culminating in the girls (Red Riding Hood) shooting
the boys (the wolf)!
Form 1 clearly enjoyed their time in the spotlight, dancing
enthusiastically to the song Breaking Free. All children
participated in singing two popular Disney songs, Winnie the
Pooh and The Wonderful Thing about Tiggers.
Finally, Form 2 presented two magic carpet dances in which
they transported us to six countries, giving us a taste of the
different dance styles of each. Altogether an uplifting
performance, greatly enjoyed by audience and performers
alike.
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Activities Week
Our annual Activities Week was as action-packed and diverse as ever, with several
residential visits including a netball tour to Marbella, a football tour to Manchester, a
diving trip to Malta, a German cultural visit, The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Bronze
expeditions, an RAF summer camp and the Elements Adventure Trip to France.

For those students not involved in the residential visits there were a wide range of exciting programmes
both in and outside the College. These included On Her Majesty’s Secret Service: Movie Star Experience,
Zoo Keeper Experience, Creative Bug, Sport and Outdoor Fanatic, Ultimate Adventure, Tech Fantastic,
Photography and Water Sports. Students also enjoyed several day trips including visits to Paradise Wildlife
Park, Mercedes World, the Snow Centre, Highgate Cemetery, the Herts Young Mariners Base, the XC Centre,
the James Bond Exhibition and they even got the chance to try their hand at wakeboarding.
All the students had a fantastic time throughout the week, really getting involved to make the most of
these wonderful experiences.

Netball Tour to Marbella
A group of Rudiments and Grammar students made the trip to Marbella
for a jam-packed netball tour. There were five training sessions along
with evening and early morning fixtures to fit into the schedule. After a
6am flight the girls had their first training session in the afternoon.
On the second day, after training, the girls enjoyed a trip to Gibraltar for a
dolphin safari and in the evening we played our first fixture against local
school Brooke Weston. The girls played well in new combinations and
St Edmund’s were strong, taking an early 7 goal lead by half time. Isobel
Birchall and Maddie Hudson-Clements linked well together in the
shooting circle and moved the ball between each other with ease.
Mabelle Stringer, Elizabeth Sherlock and Ellis Taverner-Burns worked
tirelessly in the centre court to not only turn over the ball but to
effectively work the ball to our attacking circle edge. The final score was
14-7 to St Edmund’s College.

Manchester Football Tour
The second football tour of the year took boys
from Rudiments and Grammar to Manchester for
four action-packed days.
Departing the College we made the long journey
north to the National Football Museum in the heart
of Manchester city centre. A whistle-stop tour of
the exhibits was had before heading off to the City
Academy, home of Manchester City. Referred to by
some as ‘the best football academy in the world’, it
certainly lives up to its billing: a sprawling
metropolis of perfectly manicured grass and clean
lines providing a great base for the
St Edmund’s boys to work on their ball skills.
Students took part in a total of four training
sessions spread over four days; all designed to work
on ball mastery, skill development and decision
making before putting what they had learnt into
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match situations. The coaching staff at the
academy were very friendly, enthusiastic and
welcoming, enabling all the boys to develop their
own individual performances.
The tour included two friendlies against Congleton
High School. The St Edmund’s boys started brightly
in the first match and led 2-1 at half time but
unfortunately succumbed to a 2-6 defeat. In the
second match the boys struggled to come to terms
with the fresh legs of the opposition but sadly also
lost this match.
Evening entertainment included bowling, laser tag
and viewing the disappointing England v Iceland
match. We ended the trip on a high note, visiting
Alton Towers on the way home for some thrill
seeking before heading back to the College. Well
done to all the boys.

We played a strong team from Marbella Netball Club. However, this did
not faze the girls and they took the game in their stride and fought hard.
Nada Tadros and Mairead Sheehy quickly settled into their rhythm in the
shooting circle and coupled with the defensive pressure of Tobi Unuefa
and Ashleigh Cook meant St Edmund’s took an early lead in the first
quarter, with the final score ending up 35-29 to St Edmund’s College –
well played everyone!
The third day we were up early to play a match at 8am and again we
came out victorious so the girls definitely deserved a bit of fun: a day at
the local water park was enjoyed by all. The penultimate day saw the
final training session as well as some fun in the pool with the girls trying
their hand at aqua aerobics and water polo. In the evening we played
Marbella Netball Club again and our students were equally as impressive
as before and sealed another victory winning 41-29.
The final morning saw a versatility match against Brooke Weston where
students from both schools combined and played in positions new to
them, which was great way to end the tour. Well done to all the girls, you
were a credit to the College.

Hockey County Finals

Happy campers!
The Prep School Form 2 pupils spent a lovely night camping out on the school field in June. The whole year
group came together to enjoy the experience of sleeping under canvas and eating in the great outdoors.
The children had been buddied up in groups of two or three with their friends and they were all very excited!
After they had set up the camp (with help from parents), they took part in a range of outdoor games. Having
worked up an appetite, it was time for dinner with the children on washing up duty! With the chores
completed, we played cricket and rounders and then enjoyed a story together as the sun began to set.
Once the children had got ready for bed and settled into their tents, the teaching staff took it in turns to stay
awake throughout the night to ensure that all was well and that the children always had someone to come to if
they needed anything. The next morning we all had a lovely breakfast in the fresh air and did our washing up
before the parents arrived to help take the tents down. A thoroughly enjoyable time was had by all and the
children all went home having had a great experience of camping.

After winning the North East Herts District
Competition in April, our U11A Quicksticks Hockey
team travelled to Oaklands College in St Albans to
participate in the Hertfordshire County Finals. The
team played a number of group games against the
eleven other district winners from Hertfordshire to
reach the semi-finals which was played against Ashfield.
Unfortunately they proved too strong and we lost 2-7.
The team quickly picked themselves up and were
determined to leave the competition with a medal. In a
thrilling 3rd/4th place play-off against The Grove, we
went behind by three goals but came back into the
game and scored four goals in the last seven minutes to
win the match and earn bronze medals. Well played all!

U11 Hi-5 Netball
County Champions!
Dive trip to Malta
In June a group of students were lucky enough to travel to Malta to further their diving education. The fiveday trip saw a whole host of diving courses tackled by the students with five completing their PADI Open
Water certificate and one Advanced Open Water qualification with speciality certificates awarded for Enriched
Air and Digital Underwater Photography. The group were able to dive all around the island.
The Advanced Open Water group went to a dive site famous for its underwater rock features which included a
small shrine with a Madonna. During the trip the group dived on a number of wrecks mainly from WWII and
explored the beautiful rock features of Malta that make it so famous. The highlight of the trip was a morning
spent on a boat going to the more isolated dive sites around the island.
Everyone had a brilliant time under the water, learning a lot of new skills and taking home memories that will
last a lifetime. Well done to all the students and staff who took part.

Our U11A Hi-5 Netball team travelled to the
Hertfordshire Sports Village, in Hatfield, to participate in
the Hertfordshire County Finals. The team played well
in the group games with their devastatingly quick
attacking plays and excellent teamwork reaching the
semi-finals. It was a nail-biting affair, playing against a
very strong Sheredes School. Our side scored first but
then went down by two goals. However, they clawed
their way back into the game to draw 3-3 at the end of
normal time. Two minutes of extra time were added
and our team were ecstatic as they scored the winning
goal to earn a 4-3 victory and a place in the final.
The final was a fast-paced game played against
Rickmansworth. St Edmund’s Prep won this game 6-3
to earn gold medals, a shiny trophy and the title of
Herts County Hi-5 Netball Champions. Congratulations!
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College Developments Update

Prep Athletics @
Forest Olympic
The U11A Athletics Squad was in magnificent form
to be awarded second place at the Forest Olympics
out of eight schools.
On a lovely sunny day, all 16 of our U9 and U11 teams
competed in a long distance run, a ball throw and a
long jump event. Each event was contested by 32
different athletes from all of the schools taking part, with
the top three getting medals. St Edmund’s Prep
managed to achieve lots of medals and our U11 boys’
and U11 girls’ teams both managed to win their
sections, with the U9 boys finishing up as runners-up.

Our medal winners were:

It’s been an incredibly busy summer for the College seeing building works
happening across the campus.
Although much of the work, such as roof renovations
and window replacements, is not immediately
apparent the combined impact and benefit to our
students in enormous. One of the biggest
transformations has been the completion of the
final phase of the £2.5 million Science Block
renovation seeing the three Biology laboratories
completely refurbished. The Science department
now is a wonderful area for our students to thrive in
their learning and a wonderful place to teach and
work for the dedicated staff.
Challoner House has been the third area to be
renovated as part of the ongoing House Area
programme. This work included the installation of
new LED lighting, replacement ceiling tiles, Altro
hard wearing flooring, full redecoration, fitted
lockers and a new office area for Mr Hounsell, Head
of House. Through our continued fundraising
efforts plans are being developed for the final two
Houses which we are sure will be welcome news to
all associated with Douglass and Poynter.
As part of the programme to upgrade classrooms
within the College and Prep, a large classroom
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within the College Languages Department and the
adjoining office area, have been completed featuring
an ’iWall’ which is an integrated storage wall with a
large, interactive screen.
The Rhetoric/Boarders common room has seen a
total refurbishment and now is a wonderful space
for all to use in their free time. All furniture for this
space was kindly purchase by the Friends’ through
their annual fundraising efforts.
The Music school has seen redecoration throughout,
making this area a smart, pleasant area for students
from the College and Prep to continue to develop
their musical talents.
These building developments are only the highlights
of the works carried out over the summer ensuring
that whilst we all learn and work in these historic
buildings all will benefit from modern facilities.
All work has been made possible through our school
finances and funds raised from the Friends and
Anniversary Campaign. We thank the huge team
that has worked to tirelessly to ensure everything
was completed for the start of the academic year.

U11A Girls’ 600m
U11A Girls’ Long Jump
U11A Girls’ Ball Throw
U11A Girls’ Ball Throw

2nd Place Jessica Tupman
1st Place Jessica Tupman
1st Place Jessica Tupman
2nd Place Niamh Hayes

U11A Boys’ 600m
U11A Boys’ 600m
U11A Boys’ Ball Throw
U11A Boys’ Long Jump
U11A Boys’ Long Jump
U9A Boys’ Long Jump

2nd Place Leonardo Rumalean
3rd Place Joseph Shenouda
2nd Place Joseph Shenouda
2nd Place Joseph Shenouda
3rd Place Oliver Edmunds
2nd Place Zane Spring

A fantastic sporting performance by all!

Tell us your news!
We hope you have enjoyed this edition of College Life.
If you have any news stories that you feel could be
included in future editions of the publication please
contact Mrs Burke mburke@stedmundscollege.org
or Mrs Beatty alumni@stedmundscollege.org

Old Hall Green, Ware, Hertfordshire SG11 1DS
Telephone 01920 821504
www.stedmundscollege.org

