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Departing the College early on the morning of Friday 30
October, the group travelled by coach via Eurotunnel to
reach the Belgian town of Ypres in time for lunch.  During
the First World War, Ypres was the centre of intense and
sustained battles between German and Allied forces.

Following lunch we made a visit to the Menin Gate
which is dedicated to the 54,896 British and
Commonwealth soldiers who were killed in the Ypres
Salient and whose graves are unknown.  The memorial is
located at the eastern exit of the town and marks the
starting point for one of the main roads out of the town
that led Allied soldiers to the front line.

Three OEs are commemorated on the Menin Gate:

• Charles E de la Pasture (1890-92), who died on 
29 October 1914, aged 35 (below left)

• Osmund H Lewis (1886-88), who died on 
16 June 1915, aged 40 (below centre)

• Henry A Hussey (1886-89), who died on 
13 June 1916, aged 43 (below right)

We laid commemorative crosses alongside their names.

Next we visited the In Flanders’ Fields Museum which is
devoted to the study of the First World War and occupies
the second floor of the Ypres Cloth Hall in the market
square in the centre of the town.  For the more energetic
members of the group there was the opportunity to
climb the steps to the top of the 70m high belfry.  The
building was virtually destroyed by artillery during the

First World War and has been reconstructed. 
Visitors to the museum will find no glorification of war;
instead the museum suggests the futility of war.

After dinner in an excellent local restaurant, we walked
to the Menin Gate where we took part in the daily
ceremony of remembrance.  The Last Post ceremony has
officially been conducted there every evening since 2
July 1928, apart from during the Second World War. Our
group was amongst hundreds of visitors who gathered
quietly to pay their respects and listen to the Last Post
being played; it was at this moment that
one of the group looked down and
noticed a brightly coloured St
Edmund’s College wrist band on
the floor.  These wrist bands are
mostly given out on Open Days to
children but no one on this trip had
one to lose. This coincidence of finding a little piece of
Edmundia at this moment was one that sent shivers
down the spine and cemented the feeling that our visit
was truly special.

The group’s accommodation for the trip was the Ibis
Hotel in the town of Douai, where our College was
founded in 1568.

On Saturday 31 October we had a packed itinerary.  Our
local guide was Valerie Bince-Stuart of the local Great
War charity, Le Coquelicot, accompanied by her husband
Bernard.  She was very knowledgeable and maintained
the pace of the day.

We began by visiting the Thiepval Memorial to the
Missing of the Somme, a war memorial to 72,195
missing British and South African men who died in the
Battles of the Somme between 1915 and 1918, with no
known grave.  

At the end of October 2015 a group of Edmundians and friends of the
College visited the battlefields of Ypres and the Somme.

...continued on page 2.

Battlefields Tour 2015

A letter from the Headmaster
Dear Edmundians, 

I am pleased to see that the Old Edmundian diary
is full to the brim this term and beyond with
events near and far.  There really is something for
everyone, young and old, close to home or further
afield.  I hope that you are able to attend an event
and support the Association in their work to keep
Edmundians together long after they have left us. 

I was privileged to be able to join a recent
Association event, the Battlefields trip (see
opposite) in October 2015.  It was a truly moving
experience to visit and mark the graves of
Edmundian men who fell in war.  It is remarkable
to think that some of these young men were
barely a few years older than our current
Rhetoricians when they made the ultimate
sacrifice for their country’s freedom, some only a
few miles from our ‘birthplace’ in Douai.  That we
were also able to call on the expertise of Valerie
Bince-Stuart of the William Allen Association and
celebrate Mass in Douai with our friends there
added an extra dimension to the visit.  I believe
once an Edmundian, always an Edmundian and
that it is right and proper for us to remember
them and hold them always in our prayers. 

In this edition I am pleased to see so many of our
OEs have visited us and what varied lives they
now lead.  I hope to see many more of you at the
events coming up or do pop by if you are in the

area – a warm
Edmundian welcome
awaits you!
Avita Pro Fide!

Paulo Durán,
HEADMASTER 



Designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, the memorial was built
between 1928 and 1932 and is the largest British battle
memorial in the world.

Two OEs are commemorated 
on the Thiepval Memorial:

•  Alfred I Frost (1895-97), who 
died on 1 July 1916, aged 34

•  Francis J Woods (1887-94), who 
died on 15 July 1916, aged 40 
(pictured left)

We laid roses alongside the names of these Edmundians
as well as the memorials and graves of others we were to
visit throughout the day.

Canon Michael Brockie led prayers for each Edmundian.

Following this we visited the Beaumont-Hamel
Newfoundland Memorial, a site dedicated to the Royal
Newfoundland Regiment.  On 1 July 1916 over 700 men
of the Regiment were killed by German soldiers when
they were ordered "over the top" by British officers.

We next visited the isolated country
graveyard, Gommecourt British
Cemetery No.2, where the first
Edmundian conscript is buried:

•   Joseph L Mann (1910-16), who 
died on 15 March 1917, aged 21

The first six Edmundian conscripts left the College on 19
January 1916.  Only five were to return home.

We had some free time for lunch and sightseeing in the
town of Arras, which is distinguished by its Flemish-
Baroque style townhouses.

Our first visit of the afternoon was to
Duisans British Cemetery, where
3,205 Commonwealth servicemen
are commemorated or buried,
including one OE:

•  Bernard P Cary (1892-94), who 
died on 10 May 1917, aged 38

Then we went to the vast Cabaret-Rouge British
Cemetery, where there are 7,655 burials, more than half
of them unidentified soldiers.  Amongst them is the final
resting place of one OE:

•  Herbert H J Collins, Chaplain to the Forces 

(1894-1901), who died on 9 April 1917, aged 35

During the trip we also saw French graves and we
stopped to look at a German war cemetery at Neuville-
St Vaast German War Cemetery. It is the largest German
cemetery in France, containing 44,833 burials.  This had
quite a different atmosphere to the British and
Commonwealth graveyards. The British cemeteries 
design is based on an English country garden and as 
such is a peaceful and beautiful final resting place. The
German cemetery has wrought iron crosses with each
grave being the final resting place to four soldiers.

Our final visit of the day was to the Canadian National
Vimy Memorial, a site dedicated to the memory of
Canadian soldiers killed or presumed dead in France who
have no known grave.  The monument is the centrepiece
of a 250 acre preserved battlefield park that encompasses
a portion of the ground over which the Canadian Corps
made their assault during the Battle of Vimy Ridge, a

military engagement fought as part of
the Battle of Arras.  We were taken on
a guided tour of the tunnels and
trenches before visiting the final OE
memorial of the trip:

•  John V McCarthy (1911-13), who 
died on 10 April 1917, aged 20

John McCarthy’s story is unusual in that he was born in
Ireland, studied at Old Hall Green in England, emigrated
to Canada, and fell serving his country just a few miles
from where the College was founded in 1568.

After laying the final rose, the group sang the chorus O
Beate mi Edmunde in memory of all fallen OEs.

On Sunday 1 November we started with a walking tour
around the town of Douai, looking at sites which would
have been familiar to William Allen back in 1568.
Unfortunately, there is now no trace of the English
College which was demolished in 1926 and the street
pattern subsequently changed.

Mass for All Saints’ Day was celebrated at the Collegiate
Church in Douai.  This was followed by a champagne
reception at which we had the opportunity to thank our
local guides and reflect on what had been a very thought
provoking trip.  There can be few places more sombre to
visit than the battlefields in Belgium and Northern
France.  The visit could not fail to leave a powerful
impression on all those who went. 

Battlefields Tour 2015
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...continued, from front cover.

Farewell to... Hugh Strode
Hugh Strode came to the College in 1950 to take up
his first teaching post and stayed until his retirement
in July 1986.  He came from a background of
schooling at Ampleforth, war service in the Royal Navy,
and a History degree from Oxford.  He effectively
became senior History master upon appointment and
continued to direct that department for 36 years. 

One of his Headmasters, Fr Michael Garvey, stated at
the time of Hugh’s retirement that “he was a most
thorough and painstaking teacher, who succeeded in
passing on his own enthusiasm for History and for
research to his pupils. Many of his pupils at university
paid tribute to the excellent preparation they had
received at his hands.”

From the start of his time at St Edmund’s, Hugh
coached the First XV.  He had played for the university
while at Oxford and brought a great deal of expertise
to the task.  He and Fr Freddie Miles produced some
fine teams from what were, at that time, very small
numbers of students.  For many years Hugh also
coached the Colts XI cricket team.

He was really much more interested in golf and, as
soon as resources permitted, he began to coach this
sport in earnest, continuing this right up until the end
of his career.  During the Christmas holidays for many
years Hugh also organised a skiing party to
Switzerland for staff, friends, and students. 

In retirement, Hugh divided his time between homes
in Sussex (in the winter and spring) and for the rest 
of the year in Sutherland in the north of Scotland,
shuttling between the two places in a series of sturdy
old Mercedes cars.  He enjoyed entertaining
Edmundian guests as well as his hobbies of skiing 
and playing golf.  

He was an honorary member of The Edmundian
Association. He finished ninth overall in a poll carried
out by the Association in 2002 in which OEs were
asked to nominate their favourite member of staff.

Hugh Francis Strode was born in Guildford, Surrey, on
24 May 1925.  He died after a period of declining
health on 2 October 2015 at the age of 90.

May he rest in peace.

The editor of The Edmundian would like to
hear from OEs with fond recollections or
anecdotes about the late Mr Hugh Strode so
that the next issue of the magazine may pay
fitting tribute to him. Please contact:
jhayes@stedmundscollege.org
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Choir School Boys at St Edmund’s in the 1950s
 Paul Flack (1953-57) looks back on his time at St
Edmund’s, coming to the College after his time at

Westminster Cathedral as a Choir
School boy. 

“When a Choir School boy’s voice broke
at Westminster Cathedral, he moved
onto another school to complete his
Catholic education - in the 1950s some
boys came to St Edmund’s.  They had
had up to eight years’ intense musical
education, singing daily High Mass,

Vespers, Compline and Benediction in the Cathedral.  Their
academic education was unstructured, even eccentric,
relying on untrained Cathedral priests indulging, through the
boys, their own individual interests e.g. ‘Advanced Euclidean
Geometry’ and ‘Chaucer in the Vernacular’.  This background
had its advantages and disadvantages when arriving at St
Edmund’s.

I was one of these boys and came to St Edmund’s in 1953
with John McHaffie and Paul Yates.  We had been close
friends at the Choir School which only had 36 boys.  We had
taken the Common Entrance with no preparation, had done
poorly and so were placed in lower classes: Grammar B,
Syntax B and Poetry B, thus separating us socially, lowering
our academic expectations and looking up to younger A
stream scholarship Hugonians who, in the prep school, had
been well prepared for their Common Entrance exam.

September was the term for rugby.  Football, which we
played at the Choir School, was forbidden.  Having played
no rugby, we were placed in the lowest groups, which meant
the boggy reaches of Front Field, coached by an energetic
Rev. Michael Garvey, who started as an assistant Master in
1953.  For us, it was very difficult to get into College teams,
as the skills of the Hugonians had been developed and were
already well recognised by College staff.

Cricket we had played, albeit on tarmac in the Choir School
playground, sandwiched between the Cathedral and the late
Victorian flats in Ashley Gardens, SW1.  We were forbidden
to hook the cricket ball as this would result in a broken
window in the overlooking flats at the cost of thirteen
shillings and six pence, which we had to pay.  All Choir
School boys lacked shots on the leg side but had expert leg

‘twiddles’ and glances.  Paul Yates was a very good batsman
but, as he sat cuckoo-like amongst younger boys in
Grammar, he was never accorded his true sporting status.
John McHaffie and I did however, make the 1st XI. McHaffie
was a successful opening batsman, unusual in style,
‘twiddling’ his way to lots of runs (which was also unusual).
I kept wicket for the 1st XI for three years.  In 1956, we were
members of the most successful cricket team ever.

Choir School boys did gain status and recognition through
their music and confidence in public performance.  They
took leading roles in the musical productions, notably the
Gilbert and Sullivan productions by Rev. Ollie Kelly and plays
produced by Rev. Austin Garvey.  John McHaffie, now a deep
bass, retained the ability to sing soprano.  His coloratura
rendering of ‘Poor Wandering One’ as Mable in the Pirates of
Penzance was accomplished and astonishing!

Choir School boys naturally took the lead in the school choir
under Rev. Alec Wells.  He appreciated whatever help he
could receive in plainsong and polyphony as, through daily
use, Choir School boys had become experts in church music.
The school choir often joined with the ‘Divines’, then
training for the priesthood in Allen Hall, so they too
benefitted from Choir School knowledge.  The
accompanying photo is of the Edmundian choir in 1956. 

This choir made a BBC broadcast with the famous
Northumbrian bass, Owen Brannigan, whose son attended
St Edmund’s.  You will notice Father Pinot de Moira, second
left at the back.  John McHaffie is next to him on the end.  I
am at the back, at the end on the right.  In the front row
another Cathedral boy, Rob Stephens, is second from the
right.  Andrew Keenan is next to him on the end.  I must say
they all look keen and eager! I can now only name twelve of
them (if anyone else can name more please do let me know).

Coming so late in school life to St Edmund’s, made it
difficult socially for ex-Choir School boys. Other boys had
known each other for years before and friendships had been
formed.  Academically we were placed in ‘B’ settings. It was
through cricket and especially music that we gained our
‘place in the sun’.

I enjoyed my four years at St Edmund’s.  After the strict,
hardworking regime at the Choir School, St Edmund’s
seemed liberal!  I often wonder what happened to the
others: David A?, John Edwards, James Barber, John Nichol,
Lawrence V?, Rob Stephens and especially Paul Yates.  John
McHaffie and I were best friends from 7 to 18 years old and
I still speak to him weekly on the telephone now.”

Kindly written by Paul Flack (1953-57)

The London Dinner at The Bleeding 
Heart Tavern on Thursday 9th June.

The evening commences with a welcome Prosecco reception,
followed by a superb three course meal. This dinner is a
wonderful opportunity to get your old school friends together
to eat, drink and be merry!

Guests can either book a table for their group of friends or
you can join another table and meet new Edmundian friends.
Numbers are strictly limited so early booking is advisable.

Tickets are priced at £50 per person and include the Prosecco
reception, three course meal and a half bottle of wine.  If you
are aged 25 or under on the day of the dinner, The Edmundian

Association is pleased to offer you a 50% discount on your
ticket cost.  All welcome!

Please reserve your place with the Alumni Office on
alumni@stedmundscollege.org or call 01920 824358. 

The London Dinner



St Edmund’s Sunday 2016

We were honoured to welcome Bishop Sherrington to
lead the Mass in the morning.  As always, Schola
Cantorum sang beautifully and the readings were
superbly navigated by Holly Wise (Head Girl) and
Christopher Larkin-Jones (Head Boy). 

A drinks reception in the Ambulacrum followed which gave
everyone a chance to find friends and catch up on news.
The room was filled with happy faces and lively chat.  Our
Headmaster spoke briefly and introduced the president of
The Edmundian Association, Canon Michael Brockie.
Canon Brockie delivered a thoughtful and humorous
speech in which he talked of the delight at remaining
connected with the College and his contemporaries, the
recent Edmundian Association Battlefields trip (see front
cover article for a full review in this issue) and the request
for more Edmundians to get involved with the Association
to ensure its work continues to grow and reach more old
boys and girls.

Lunch of course was a wonderful affair.  This year we
tested a new order for lunch and guests were served at
their table: this proved a real success for all.  A superb three
course Sunday lunch was provided, with a special St
Edmund’s roast dinner as the main course.  At the end of
the meal the Headmaster toasted The Edmundian
Association and all it does for the College and Mr David
Kay, on behalf of the Association, toasted the College - a
fitting end to a wonderful morning and meal with friends.
Many people had made special journeys to be with us.
Some are named below:

John Boshell (1957-62) travelled from South Africa with
his brother Charles (1973-81) as part of his 70th birthday
celebrations. Happy birthday John!
Diana Ivanova (1998-00), a most active supporter of the
College, was among a number of Edmundians to travel
from Bulgaria.
Vincent Fitzgerald (1956-66) never misses a St Edmund’s
Sunday celebration, coming from ‘across the pond’ to
celebrate with us.

It never ceases to amaze us that our old boys and girls
hold the College so dear in their hearts as to make the
journey to join with us.  Thank you to all who attended
wherever you travelled from to help us celebrate.

We would like to make a special mention of John Kelly
(1937-42).  John lives in Manchester and is unable to

make the journey to the College
these days to join in the
celebrations on St Edmund’s
Sunday.  He came religiously
every year until about 10 years
ago and he always wore an
Edmundian blazer badge.
Although unable to be here in
person, John calls the Alumni
Office every year to speak with

us; he sends everyone at the College his best wishes and
wanted to let us know he is thinking of us on this special
day.  Thanks for calling, John!

Edmundian Association Awards

Each year the Association gives out awards to a select
number of Edmundians who have just left the College 
from Rhetoric II – these awards have traditionally been
given out on St Edmund’s Sunday but this year heralds a
new format.  It has been felt that St Edmund’s Sunday is
not the most suitable time to give these awards out as some
winners are unable to attend on the day to collect their
award.  After much discussion it’s been decided to move
the presentation of the Association Awards to Prize Giving
day in June.  This will boost the profile of the Association
amongst students (and their parents) who are on the cusp
of leaving the College and who we so very much 
want to keep in contact with.  The Edmundian Association

Edmundians young and old gathered once more at the College for the celebration of the feast of St Edmund. 
In a change to tradition the weather held out and, although a little breezy, the day itself was dry.
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St Edmund’s Sunday 2016



A Distinguished OE...
Allan Wright
Group Captain Allan Wright was a veteran
of the Battle of Britain in 1940 and one of
its last three surviving ace fighter pilots.

He came to the College at the age of 14 and
reports in The Edmundian tell of his sporting
prowess on the rugby field and the cricket
pitch.  He was awarded a cadetship to the
RAF College, Cranwell, where he gained a
commendation before graduating as a pilot in
October 1939.

He joined No. 92 Squadron as it was re-
equipping with the Spitfire. Flying from
Northolt, Middlesex, the squadron was soon
in action over Dunkirk.  Allan flew his first
patrol on 23 May 1940, when he destroyed or
damaged several Luftwaffe planes.  During the
ensuing Battle of Britain (which took place
between July and October 1940) he was
responsible for downing a considerable
number of enemy aircraft.

In September 1940 his Spitfire was damaged
and he had to make a forced landing. He was
slightly wounded and this signalled the end of
his involvement in the battle. A month later he
was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
(DFC) “for displaying great determination and
skill”.  Allan saw considerable action over
northern France during the spring and summer
of 1941, when he was involved in shooting
down further enemy aircraft.

As a 23-year old wing
commander, he took
command of the Air
Fighting Development
Unit, his service
recognised by the
award of the Air Force
Cross (AFC).  He
remained with the
RAF in a number of

posts in the UK, Middle East and Far East.  He
was appointed to run the famous “Giant Golf
Balls” situated on the Yorkshire Moors at
Fylingdales, near Whitby, which provided early
warning of a ballistic missile attack. 

Allan left the RAF as a group captain in
February 1967 and he retired to North Devon
where he was to live for the rest of his life.

Allan Richard Wright was born in Devon on 
12 February 1920 and was in Talbot House
between 1934 and 1938. He died on 16
September 2015 aged 95.  May he rest 
in peace.
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committee members will be available after Prize Giving to
speak with prize winners, leavers and their parents. 

Therefore, for the academic year 2014-15, the awards were
sent in the post with a letter from Canon Brockie to three
students who had achieved fantastic results and also shown
superb Edmundian spirit whilst at the College.  Many
congratulations go to Francesca Haddon now studying
French and German at The University of Edinburgh, to
Jinhao Lou now studying Engineering at Queens’ College,
Cambridge and to Matthew Wilson now studying English
Literature at Downing College, Cambridge.

We will of course report on the 2015-16 awards presentation
on Prize Giving Day in the next edition of the newsletter.

Madrid

The St Edmund’s Day celebrations stretched across the
world this year with a big event held in Madrid.  Twenty
Edmundians came together to celebrate all things
Edmundian, meeting in an English bar in the centre of

Madrid.  College stories were swapped and new connections
made.  We thank Victor Tarruella (77-83) for his help with
organising this event and all his continuing hard work to
keep Edmundians together in Spain.

Thank yous...

We have received a number of wonderful cards and emails
from guests after the day, here is just a selection:

“Just a line to say thank you for the excellent day at Old Hall
Green last Sunday. Thanks to the College, the Alumni Office,
the caterers and all concerned for a most enjoyable time.”
Charles Carey (1946-55)

“Just a brief note to say how much I enjoyed the day. The
Service was moving and the Choir fantastic - lunch was
excellent.” Michael Mason (1966-70)

“I just wanted to thank the College for putting on an excellent
day.  Please pass on our thanks to the Prefects for their
support. The Mass was very well done and the choir

performed well - I thought the sermon
was good reflecting on the gentleness of
St Edmund and related to the College
ethos; the way the relic was shown was
done at the right time and well done. I
have to applaud the way lunch was done,
it was delicious and hope that this would
continue for next year.” Tim Fuller
(1967-72)

As always, we look forward to next year's
celebrations!



Each year OEs from all over the
United States, as well as some
from further afield, get together to
reminisce and share their St Edmund’s experiences and each year the
event gets bigger and better! San Francisco was no exception.

Spanish for Saint Francis, the city is a popular tourist destination, known for
its cool summers, fog, steep rolling hills, eclectic mix of architecture, and
landmarks including the Golden Gate Bridge, cable cars, the former Alcatraz
Federal Penitentiary, Fisherman’s Wharf and its Chinatown district. We were

confident we could put on a weekend of good food, fun, friendship and sightseeing that would
have something for everyone in this diverse city.

Edmundian Headquarters for the weekend was the Stanford Court Hotel, an elegant boutique
hotel centrally located with stunning views atop historic Nob Hill.  

The reunion took place during a long heat wave and period of drought in California.  Although
the temperature was almost overwhelming at times, this did ensure stunning clear views
across San Francisco Bay which is often shrouded in fog.

After a welcome drink in the Aurea Lounge of the hotel, the group had an informal Friday
evening meal at Trattoria Pinocchio, one of North Beach’s top Italian restaurants.

On the Saturday most of the group boarded a hop-on-hop-off bus for a guided tour of the
city’s centremost iconic landmarks.  The tour ended with wine tasting near Pier 39.  The group
then diversified, with some exploring the area around Fisherman’s Wharf, whilst others tried
out a newly-opened seafood restaurant owned by Richard Chan’s stepson.  We were treated to
complimentary oysters and Fr Schofield was invited to bless the kitchen!

The main event was a four course gourmet
dinner in the historic and beautiful
Waterfront Restaurant.  Converted from a
former longshoreman’s bar almost 50 years
ago, this famous eatery is the choice of

Presidents, royalty and celebrities who come to experience its superb food and
breathtaking views across the Bay. The food was fantastic and the wine flowed!

At the end of the meal the Headmaster, Paulo Durán, thanked everyone for their
support of the event and for their continuing interest in the fortunes of St Edmund’s College.

On Sunday Fr Schofield celebrated Mass in the boardroom of the hotel and this concluded
with an acappella close-harmony rendition of the chorus of O Beate mi
Edmunde (well, perhaps not that close!)

After the formal farewells, late morning saw the stalwarts of the group
enjoying an all-American style breakfast in a typical diner, replete with
jukebox and a complete 1950s Edsel Corsair.  There was then an opportunity
for further sightseeing and shopping before people went on their ways.

Plans are already afoot for 2016’s U.S. reunion which sees us return to
Washington DC in October this year.  All Edmundians are welcome!

Attending the reunion were: Karla Boyce-Awai (Margaret Pole 1985-87), Melanie Burke (UK
Marketing Manager & parent), Andrew Byrne (St Hugh’s 2006-11), Dean & Karen Byrne
(former parents), Thomas Byrne (St Hugh’s & Douglass 2006-13), Richard Chan (Poynter
1971-77) & Sharyn Chan, Paulo Durán (Headmaster), Vincent Fitzgerald (St Hugh’s &
Challoner 1956-66), James Frenzel (Junior House & Poynter 1979-86), Mike Jenner (St Hugh’s
& Challoner 1951-60) & Elaine Emling, David Kay (President Emeritus), Louis Montegriffo
(Douglass 1945-47), Mark Rodrigues (St Hugh’s & Challoner 1957-66) & Sandy Rodrigues,
Murray and Phyllis Rowden (former parents), and Chris Sanders (Junior House & Griffiths
1972-77) and Lisa Sanders. Our special guest was Fr Nicholas Schofield, author of The History
of St Edmund’s College.
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Would you like to promote your business while supporting
St Edmund's?  If so, place an advertisement for your company
in our annual College magazine, The Edmundian. Full, half and

quarter page ads available. Very competitive prices. 

For details, please contact the editor: jhayes@stedmundscollege.org

Classical Guitar Donation

The College has been delighted to receive a rather wonderful donation of
a Classical guitar from Martin Russell (69-76).  The guitar belonged to
Martin’s father who sadly passed away last year.  Martin decided to
give this exquisite instrument to the College in the hope that it
would be used and bring joy to those learning to play and delight
those who listen to its beautiful rich tone.

Oliver Martin, one of our most talented guitarists in the College,
was pleased to play this guitar
in a recent strings recital.  Its
rich tone contributed to
drawing a fine performance from
Oliver.  One could hear a pin drop as he gave a
committed, captivating and atmospheric
performance.  The piece featured harmonics in
the melody with a fast middle section with
position shifts made easier because of the good,
slim shape of the neck of the guitar.

We humbly thank Martin Russell for this kind
donation to the Music department. 

U.S. Reunion 2015
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We were pleased to 
hear from one of our OEs, 
Natalie Porter (neé Willimott,
99-04), who is now running an
award winning cake decoration
company.  We were keen to
find out how she made this
happen and how her time at 
St Ed’s might have helped her
along the way.

How do you remember your time at St Ed’s?
It was hard work as expectations were high, but the staff
and teachers were always willing and happy to help. Fr.
Pinot was always so kind... even when teaching us to ice
skate on St Edmund's Day - that I will never forget.

What did you take away with you from St Ed’s (besides
examination grades!)?
Confidence and a well-grounded self-belief that has
allowed me to move on and achieve both academically at
other institutions and generally in life. 

Did you have a favourite subject or teacher?
Yes - Julian Stypinski. I always loved history, still do, and at
the risk of making a terrible cliché, he brings the subject to
life and made it both interesting and relevant for us. I also
liked geography and couldn't answer this question without
reference to John Morley and his motivational sarcasm! 

What did you do after leaving St Ed’s?
I left St Ed’s at the end of Poetry and went to sixth form in
Cambridge and then onto University College, London,

where I graduated with a
First Class Hons in Egyptian
Archaeology. 

Can you tell us about 
your career?
I didn't so much choose
my career as fall into it... I
am a cake designer. I have
my own business,
Immaculate Confections, and
over the last four years have built
the business from scratch. In that time, I have won
numerous awards at international competitions and now
am a regular writer for Cake Craft and Decoration, the UK's
leading sugar craft magazine. I enjoy it as I get to meet a
lot of lovely people and be creative. The photo you see on
the left is me with a cake I was commissioned to make for
the Discworld Emporium – the cake is of the Death of
Rats/Grim Squeaker.

What about your life outside work?
I live in Stanstead Abbotts, just outside Ware... so I didn't
go far! I'm married to a wonderfully supportive man and
we have three cats - no kids yet!

Thanks to Natalie for taking the time to speak with us. If
you would like to talk to Natalie about making a special
cake for you please get in touch via her website:
www.immaculateconfections.co.uk

College...after theLife
The OE entangled in a
diplomatic scandal
Eric Page Bedford was born on 
12 October 1911 and was in St
Hugh’s between 1920 and 1924, and
then in Talbot for one term, leaving in
December 1924.  After leaving St
Edmund’s, he studied at Lycée
Condorcet in Paris, taking prizes for
English & Gymnastics.  In 1927 he
joined the White Star Line, returning
to England in the early 1930s to join
the Royal Artillery.  A keen sportsman,
he was capped twice for Leicestershire
at cricket and once for Kent at hockey.

By 1938 he was on the permanent
staff of the GPO in the continental
phone service.  He enlisted at the
beginning of the Second World War
and fought in Flanders, at Dunkirk, in
Italy and France, and rose to the rank
of Major.  In 1942 he married Rita
Brancatini in Fulham, London.

After the war Eric Bedford worked in
the passport office in the British

Embassy in Paris, and he was later posted to the
Embassy in Prague, Czechoslovakia, where he worked
as a visa examiner ranked as second secretary.  It was
in connection with this last posting that he was
involved in a serious diplomatic incident which
reached the international press.

On 3 April 1958, he was caught by the Czechoslovak
frontier guards trying to smuggle a Czech citizen,
Ladislaw Machacek, into West Germany.  The Foreign
Office said that he had been framed by the Czechs.  
The authorities expelled Eric Bedford on charges of
spying and accepting a bribe.  He and his wife were 
given 48 hours to leave the country.

The Czechs claimed that Machacek had been selling
military secrets to Bedford.  When suspicions were
aroused, Machacek was alleged to have paid Bedford 
the equivalent of £2,000 (the equivalent of over 
£40,000 today) to take him out of the country in the
luggage compartment of Bedford’s car.  Another 
£6,000 (about £125,000 today) was to have been 
paid if the attempt succeeded.

The Foreign Office admitted that Bedford had agreed,
without telling his superiors, to smuggling Machacek 
out the country, but it added “it is clear that this was 
a deliberate frame-up on the part of the Czech
authorities when Machacek was discovered.  He 
showed no sign of fright or distress.”

Eric Bedford said that Machacek had befriended him 
and then asked him to get him across the frontier.  
The border guard was heavier than normal and it was
said that Machacek made a loud noise from the boot 
of the car, apparently to attract attention.

The whole event was believed to be a tit-for-tat
measure following the British expulsion of Colonel
Oldrych Pribyl, a Czech military attaché, who was
discovered to have been buying military secrets 
from the RAF.  Eric Bedford subsequently quit the
Foreign Service and was quoted as denying that he
tried to smuggle out Machacek for money.

What happened later to Eric Bedford and his wife is
not known.  No trace of them can be found after the
early 1960s - they seem simply to have vanished.

5th Annual U.S. Reunion in Washington D.C.
14th & 15th October 2016

Come to the fifth annual U.S. Reunion, this year in Washington D.C.
– all Old Edmundians welcome! Each year this reunion gets bigger
and better – a weekend of fun with friends new and old awaits!

The fabulous compact city of Washington D.C., on the borders of
the states of Maryland and Virginia, offers visitors a wide range
of things to see and do: take a cruise on the Potomac 
river, visit The White House or the Lincoln memorial, 
wander around the museums or tour round the 
Pentagon plus so much more. Edmundian HQ for the 
weekend will be the Grand Hyatt, Washington. 

Friday night
Welcome Reception drinks 

Saturday daytime
The chance to go sightseeing for those who 
want to join the group

Saturday evening
The highlight of our weekend, 
the Gala Dinner

To register your interest or any queries please contact the Alumni Office: alumni@stedmundscollege.org



keeping you up-to-date with the latest

Beate Howitt (Staff,
1997-08): I thought you
might like to know that on
my retirement in 2009 I set
about writing my memoirs
and on completion of
that decided to embark on
an MA course, on A
Comparative Study of the
Abrahamic Religions in
Modern Times.  My choice
resulted from the many
discussions I had with my
boarding students while at

St. Edmund's.  I have recently heard that I have been
successful in my studies.  Having been told as an 18-year-
old that I was not university material, you can imagine I
am quite pleased to have proved my teachers wrong!

Charlotte Shaw, née Marter (1990-00) married
Christopher Shaw in the College Chapel on 23rd August
2015.  Charlotte says, “It was an honour to be married at
the College (by Fr John White), a place where I spent so
many happy years and of which I have such fond
memories.  What made it even more special was I got to
share the day with 
my mother, who I 
am sure many at 
the school will
remember (Sr Marter),
and another OE,
Rhianna Cole née
Townsend (1992-00)
who was one 
of my bridesmaids!”

Mike O’Connor (1976-87) and his wife Sarah O'Connor
(née Mann, 1986-87) have just returned from Barbados
where they had arranged to meet up with Robert Boos
(1982-87) in Bridgetown for a beer or three – the first
catch up since 1987!  Robert was in fine form bringing
with him his children to meet his old school friends.

Louis
Montegriffo
(1945-47)
caught up with
Richard Artesani
(1946-49) for
lunch in Gibraltar
recently and sent
us this wonderful
photo of the two
of them enjoying
their meal.

Juan Manuel Bobadilla (1952-53):  “After leaving 
St Edmund's I finished high school in Madrid and then
went on to enter the Spanish Naval Academy, graduating
in 1961.  I served on cruisers, frigates, destroyers
and submarines and achieved an Electronics Engineering
degree at the US Naval Postgraduate School, in Monterey,

California. I taught at the Spanish Navy's Electronics
School.  After serving in various posts I retired in 1997 as a
Captain (Engineering Corps).  I married my wife in 1963,
we have 6 children and 14 grandchildren! I keep in touch
with Richard (1946-49) & Joseph Artesani (1952-56),
Frederick Bowen (1947), Víctor Bowen (1977-81),
José Tarruella (1981-83), Jerónimo (1979-84) &
Leopoldo Ybarra (1985-90)”.  

Tom Hannah
(1970-75)
(left of picture)
leads a five-piece
band, Chico Chica
who perform
Latin jazz cabaret.
They recently
played at St
James Studio
Theatre for the launch of the
first in a series of 10’’ vinyl
albums: the first album titled
The Glow of Havana, is a
collection of Cuban-inspired
compositions.  Check them
out online for live dates and
more information.

Vanessa Banz (1991-95) welcomed her third son, Ben
Arthur in July. He joins 4 
year 
old Loris
and 2
year old
Cedric.
Vanessa
is now back at work as part of
a team of visceral surgeons.
Vanessa is doing a fine job of
juggling work and family whilst
trying her best not to step on
too much Lego!

Stuart
Amato
(1952-61)
tells us he
met with
Mike Jenner
(1951-56)
for the first
time in 50
years at the
Creel Café, Turangi New Zealand.  A great meeting and
sharing of old times.  He says, ‘we were sorry to part.
Words are not enough to describe the comradeship we still
felt after nearly half a century.  Thank you Mike for the
hard work you put into your book on St Hugh’s and of
course the lunch!!!  Ad Multos Annos’.

Chris Penn (2002-07): Currently works at Great Western
Railway in the Communications Team.  His team delivers
communications for the multi-billion-pound government
investment into the Great Western network, which
incorporates electrifying the lines to Oxford, Bristol and
South Wales, introducing the next generation of Intercity
trains and upgrading stations under the Crossrail

programme.  So far this year the team has won two top
industry awards including the Corporate Communications
award at the Rail Business Awards.  In the photo above,
Chris is second from the right along with the awards
presenter Nick Hewer (far left) from the BBC’s 
The Apprentice. 

Mgr Canon Miles
(1939-67) has
celebrated the 65th
anniversary of his
ordination to the
priesthood. Cardinal
Vincent was the
principal celebrant
for the Thanksgiving
Mass given to celebrate this wonderful achievement.
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OE News

If you have some exciting news, whether it be a
wedding or birth announcement, an exciting career
move or even an impromptu get together with other
OEs we would love to hear about it, please send
details through to:

Jo Beatty, Alumni Officer
St Edmund's College, 
Old Hall Green, Ware, Herts SG11 1DS

Telephone: 01920 824358
Email: alumni@stedmundscollege.org
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Geography Departures
Two long-serving members of the Geography
department, John Morley and Mike Lewis, will be
retiring this summer.

If you would like to pay tribute to them in the next issue
of The Edmundian, please contact the editor:
jhayes@stedmundscollege.org

We have been delighted to welcome back a number of Edmundians over the
past few months: 

Chris Gardiner (1965-72) visited the College in November with his wife.  Chris
had not been back to the College since his school days and, now retired from
his career in education, is keen to reconnect with old school friends.  We are
happy to report that we have since been able to put Chris in touch with a
number of old friends from St Ed’s. 

Hans Kraaijvanger (1946-48) visited the College in October with his
children Robert and Bernadette – it was 38 years since he last visited
and a little longer since he was a school boy here!  He wrote to us after
the visit: “I would like to recall the wonderful reception you gave to me
and my two children when we visited St Edmund’s College in October.
After we left, we went to Cambridge where we spent the night and the

following day we drove to Mill Hill where I lived for 18 years (1931-1949).  Having spent a number
of hours in the house we had to hurry back to Southend for the flight back to Holland.”

Alberto Moyano Bonel (1949-53) visited the College in February bringing with
him his daughter, María-Esperanza.  Alberto attended St Edmund’s with his twin
brother Tomás who was originally due to join the visit but had unfortunately
broken his leg the week prior- we wish him a speedy recovery.  In 1949 Alberto
and Tomás were the first Spanish children to come to the College.  It was a
wonderful morning of reminiscing around the old St Hugh’s and the Chapel.

Ian Bradley (1963-69) visited us with his wife Sylvie, a retired Physics
teacher from France. Ian enjoyed re-visiting his old school and was
surprised and delighted by the improvements to the College
(especially the wonderful food now on offer to current
students!).  We strolled around the Science Block (School
Block) and were able to speak to several current science

teachers and look in on a lesson – this gave Sylvie the opportunity to see how things
are done in the UK.  Everyone was suitably impressed. 

Ian also kindly brought with him a statue of Our Lady which had once belonged to
Canon William Heffernan.  Canon Heffernan was born in 1889 and was in the
College and Allen Hall between 1903 and 1916.  He was an army chaplain during
the First World War, before returning to the College to teach Classics until 1924.  He
then served at parishes in Marylebone, Baldock and finally Brook Green where he
remained for 30 years until his death on 25 January 1965.  He is buried in the crypt
and his name is inscribed on a memorial in Monument Lane on the way into the
Chapel.  Ian’s mother had come into possession of the statue after Canon Heffernan’s
death and later she had left it to Ian.  The College is delighted with this kind donation
especially one that has such a strong historical link.

We are always delighted to welcome back Old Edmundians so please do come and 
see us if you are in the area!

Welcome back...

On Saturday 1st October 2016 St Edmund’s
College Combined Cadet Forces will celebrate
its 100th anniversary. This event will be
combined with our Biennial General
Inspection, our reviewing officer is Air Vice
Marshall N Maddox CBE.

Our current CCF will be out in force and the
afternoon will have some fantastic and special
displays (to be announced).  We would like to

invite all Edmundians to come and join the
celebrations. More information to follow on
the website, Facebook and email.

To register interest please contact the Alumni
Office (alumni@stedmundscollege.org or
01920 824 358) and we will make sure that
you receive all the latest up to date
information on what promises to be a very
special and spectacular event. 

CCF Anniversary Event – Save the Date!

We are delighted to announce
the inaugural Edmundian Polo
Afternoon on Saturday 4th
June at The Silver Leys Polo
Club, Little Hadham.

Join us at this wonderful social
occasion beginning with a
welcome Prosecco reception
and a sumptuous 3-course lunch
in the pitchside marquee. Arrival
12.30pm.

There will be two exhilarating
games of polo to enjoy, the final
match being played for the
Edmundian Cup. 

There will be wooden polo
‘ponies’ to have a go on and try
your hand at the game (all stationary of course!)
and a chance to meet some of the players and the
ponies.  You will even be able to join in the time-
honoured tradition of treading in the divots at half
time (champers glass in hand optional!). 

You can book a table of ten (with a group booking
discount) or come and join a table and make new 
friends whilst watching the games.  Individual
tickets priced at £60.  

All welcome!

Please contact the Alumni Office to book your
place, numbers are strictly limited.  All enquiries 
should be made to Jo Beatty on 
alumni@stedmundscollege.org

The Inaugural 
Edmundian Polo
Afternoon
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2015-2016 Committee
President Canon Michael Brockie
Chairwoman Maggie McCann
Treasurer Henryk Klocek
Secretary Mike Elgood
Alumni Officer Jo Beatty
Communications Tim Fuller
College Liaison Officer Melanie Burke
Representatives Peter Brabazon

Simon Camilleri
Headmaster Paulo Durán
Head Boy Christopher Larkin-Collins
Head Girl Holly Wise

President Emeritus & Archivist David Kay

Representatives
40s-50s-60s Mike Elgood
Hong Kong George Sobek
New Zealand Alex Binnie
Singapore Terry Nӧe  
Spain Victor Tarruella
USA Vincent Fitzgerald

Boshell OEs Remembered
On St Edmund’s Sunday John Boshell (1957-62) and his brother Charles Boshell (1973-81) were able to inspect
their uncles’ names which are engraved on our Second World War memorial.  John Garland Boshell (1927-32),
the eldest of three Boshell brothers who all served in the War, was a Lieutenant in the Northamptonshire
Regiment.  He drowned on active service on 28 November 1942.  Edward Raymond Boshell (1927-34) was
Second Lieutenant in the Royal Artillery.  He was killed in the fighting in Normandy on 15 June 1944.

John kindly sent us this photo of their two uncles, and says: “Our grandfather Jack is on the left, next to him
Uncle Edward (known commonly by his middle name, Raymond) then our father, my grandmother Betty and
Uncle John next to her”.

John and Charles also have another brother, James Boshell (1961-68) (pictured far right), who was unable to
make it to the College to visit and see his uncles’ names on the memorial.  We hope to see James at another
Edmundian event soon.

David Fuller (1970-78)

In December last year the College
was pleased to welcome back David
Fuller (1970-78) who brought
education consultancy Tablet
Academy’s STEM Festival workshop
to the College.  STEM stands for
Science, Technology, Engineering and

Mathematics and the workshops bring these subjects to
children in a fun and engaging way using mobile devices as a
tool to facilitate learning.  The day covered a mixture of STEM
activities from CSI style investigations, using remote log-in
devices, building structures, and programming, all under the
watchful eye of David.

We caught up with him to ask some quick fire questions
about how the College has changed since his school days:

What are your best memories of St Ed’s?
So many!  Too difficult to describe one in detail so here’s a list:
the billiards table and the copse at St Hugh’s, the corduroy
uniform in my first year (indestructible!), introduction of girls
(we did notice them in Grammar!), Mr Cannon, Fr Garvey,
Bishop Butler just wondering around the middle floor and
bumping into him occasionally, watching Top of the Pops on
the common room TV, long hair and flares and  how cool
Rhetoric looked, the relic, the Chapel, the organ (I learnt to
play it), the grand piano that you had to reach Grade 5 in order
to play, the swimming pool with fungus everywhere, CCF, the
WW2 bomb crater in the front field, BUT NOT the school food! 

How has the school changed since you were here as a
student?
It has definitely changed but subtly so. Most of the buildings are
the same, but the interiors have improved. The dining room is
amazing (chairs!), the Ambulacrum is unique and improved
with the new material, 50-50 girls and boys, the coffee shop,
the food is amazing now you lucky things!

What did you go on to do after your time here at 
the College? 
Lots: Army, Royal Air Force, engineer, sales (communication
networks), teacher, IT trainer, Tablet expert and enthusiast,
consultant.

What is the Tablet Academy? 
Tablet Academy is the leading consultancy and training
organisation in the UK and internationally in developing and
helping schools with their CPD for implementing their tablet
strategy successfully. Trainers and consultants are former
teachers, and we are viewed as experts in this field
internationally. It was setup by Professor Steve Molyneux 
and Mark Yorke.

Plans for the future?
Enjoying myself and working with Tablet Academy and staying
with them for as long as I can work. I like to explore and so hope
to visit the USA with my son, and other parts of the world. 

[Photo STEM]

We are always delighted to welcome back OEs for a tour of the College but occasionally
it’s more than just a straightforward tour that brings them back!

Welcome back...
Special Edition

Ozuomba and Oseloka Mbadiwe (2000-05)

When the Mbadiwe brothers came to visit us in March
they caused quite a stir, mostly to do with the film crew
that followed their tour of the College – the students
thought they were celebrities!

We had been contacted by a film production company,
Minnow Films, earlier in the year to ask whether the twins
could come back to the College and have a look around
whilst being filmed for a Channel 4 documentary: Lagos to
London.

The film explores the
link between the two
cities, following a
number of Nigerians
who live their lives
between the two
countries. Ozuomba
and Oseloka have a
great affection for the College and wanted to come back to
see their old school and talk about their experiences here. 

Filming took a whole day with the boys visiting their first
rooms in boarding, the refectory, the Ambulacrum and
walking round the grounds. The twins were well
remembered by many staff in the College who were proud
to see their progression – they have now been called to the
Bar in Nigeria. 

The film is set to be shown on Channel 4 at some point in
June so keep your eye on the TV schedule to see if the
College makes it to the final edit!
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Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 10th May
40s 50s 60s Dinner at The Star Tavern
All welcome!

Saturday 14th May
Russian Edmundian Reunion, The British
Ambassador’s Residence, Moscow
All welcome!

Saturday 4th June
Edmundian Polo Afternoon at 
Silver Leys Polo Club, Little Hadham
All welcome!

Thursday 9th June
The London Dinner at 
The Bleeding Heart Tavern, London
All welcome!

14th – 15th October 
U.S. Reunion in Washington
All welcome!

Saturday 1st October
CCF 100th Anniversary event, Old Hall Green
All welcome!

Sunday 13th November
St Edmund’s Sunday
All welcome!

All Edmundians are welcome to attend any of these
events; it is important to book your space so please
contact Jo Beatty in the Alumni Office for reservations.

Jo Beatty, Alumni Officer
St Edmund's College, Old Hall Green, Herts SG11 1DS
Telephone: 01920 824358
Email: alumni@stedmundscollege.org
www.edmundianassociation.org.uk

Last call for the 40s 50s 60s dinner. 
The Star Tavern, Tuesday 10th May!
At time of writing there are a few remaining places available for this dinner - please contact
the Alumni Office to reserve your space ASAP! Come and relive the good old days! All
welcome!

The Star Tavern, 6 Belgrave Mews West, Belgravia, London, SW1X 8HT

Nearest tube stations: Knightsbridge or Hyde Park Corner on the Piccadilly Line; Sloane Square on
the District and Circle Lines; Victoria on the Victoria, Circle and District Lines and also over ground.

In Memoriam

We have learned of the deaths of the following Edmundians:

Miss Mary Code (Academic Staff 1981-94)
died on 18 March 2016 aged 84

Fr John Formby (Douglass 1943-49)
died on 25 November 2015 aged 83

Bishop John Kakubi (Allen Hall 1958-60) 
died on 11 February 2016 aged 85

Mrs Joan King (Bursarial Staff 1943-45)
died on 25 March 2016 aged 99

Fr Patrick Lyons (Allen Hall 1948-54)
died on 19 September 2015 aged 94

Ronald Potts (Academic Staff 1979-85) 
died on 7 January 2016 aged 81

Malcolm Stopani-Thomson (St Hugh’s 1945-45)
died on 2 January 2015 aged 77

Hugh Strode (Academic Staff 1950-86)
died on 2 October 2015 aged 90

Group Captain Allan Wright (Talbot 1934-38)
died on 16 September 2015 aged 95

Fr Norman Wrigley (Allen Hall 1973-75)
died on 27 August 2015 aged 79

May they rest in peace.

Joan King
As we were going to press we received the sad news that Joan King,
widow of the late Hal “Rex” King, former teacher, Headmaster and Bursar
(1930-76), passed away on Good Friday, 25 March 2016, at the age of 99.

Joan came to the College in 1943 to work as assistant matron in 
St Hugh’s and she remained a familiar figure on the College campus for a
record 72 years.  May she rest in peace.

A full article about Joan will appear in the next edition of Avita Pro Fide.

The Newsletter of the Edmundian Association

A wonderful trip down memory
lane for those who attended 
St Hugh’s from 1939 to 1964.

Order your
copy from
Amazon now
– just search
Mike Jenner and click on A Prep School 
Second to None.

You can order from the Edmundian website
www.stedmundscollege.org/edmundian-
association or enquire with the Alumni Office.

A Prep School Second
to None by Mike Jenner


