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The Edmundian London Dinner

The 2015 Edmundian London Dinner took place on a balmy summer’s
evening in June at a French restaurant in Mayfair, Truc Vert. This was the
location for a previous Edmundian Dinner and has also had rave reviews
in media such as Tatler, The Times and The London Evening Standard so
expectations were high.
Guests were welcomed with a drinks reception and soon
the room was full of lively conversation and laughter.
When it was time to be seated for dinner guests were
pleased to see that the table plan ensured that Old
Edmundians were seated with friends and in appropriate
year groups, ensuring guests were sat with others with a
shared College and Prep history.
The food was of course fantastic, the conversation
flowing and the mood warm and positive.
There was a welcoming
speech by Canon
Michael Brockie, the
newly elected President
of the Edmundian
Association, who asked
the Edmundians present
to keep up their contact
with the College and
encourage their fellow
OE friends to rekindle
their connection. He
asked for continued
support for the Edmundian Association by attending
events and getting involved in any way they could. He
noted that there was a breadth of age groups
represented at this year’s dinner and hoped that this
could be increased for next year’s event.
We welcomed a table of Edmundians from the 1960s,
some of whom had not seen each other in 20 years or
more. Tales from the rugby pitch were re-told with much
laughter; the 1990s were represented with a table of
their own, boasting some fine young professionals at the
top of their game; and we were pleased to see some

former staff attend: Carol Lewis, John Perry, Ken Hall,
Nigel Howard and current staff member and Chairwoman
of the Association, Maggie McCann. We were also
delighted to welcome Alexei Kabanov (98-01) who lives
in Russia but was on holiday in the UK at the time so was
able to join us (see ‘Welcome Back’ page 5).
When the meal and speeches were over that wasn’t the
end of the night for some, most notably the chaps
representing the 90s were off out to continue the party!
We welcome all Old Edmundians and their partners to
the London Dinner and we would be pleased to see more
of you for next year’s event. You only need to gather a
couple of OE friends to make a table and relive the good
old days – watch out for next year’s date and location.
Attendees: Martin Docherty (92-98), James Weaver
(92-98), Simon Rogers (92-98), Ben Manzi (91-98),
Paul Adshead (91-98), Mark Williamson (91-98), Simon
Camilleri (03-10), Claire Rose (guest), James Stockman
(03-10), Billy Ford (03-10), Josh Thomas (03-09),Robin
Bieber (63-72), Tim Fuller (67-72), Terry Noe (66-72),
Sergio Solari (69-72), Nigel Fenner-Fownes (67-71), Nick
Wynne-Morgan (68-72), Adrian Wynne-Morgan (69-72),
Henryk Klocek (60-70), David Kandalaft (70-72), Dr John
Lewis (guest), Carol Lewis (former staff), Ivor O’Mahony
(45-53), Fred Offer (46-51), Ken Allen (51-56), John
Crowley (49-56), John Perry (former staff), Nigel Howard
(former staff), Maggie McCann (current staff and
Chairwoman), Ken Hall (former staff), John Bryant (6271), Michael Maslinski (62-70), Tom Hannah (70-75),
Francis Jones (60-66), Canon Michael Brockie (54-67 and
President), Melanie Burke (Marketing Manager), Paulo
Durán (Headmaster), Alexei Kabanov (98-01), Stephen
O’Connor (62-69), Jo Beatty (88-93 and Alumni Officier).

An OE of interest…
Mervyn O’Gorman
Mervyn O'Gorman (or 'O.G.' as he was
affectionately known) was an early British
aeronautical engineer and a pioneer of
colour photography. He was one of four
brothers who were all at St Edmund’s
between 1881 and 1885.
He was a keen early motorist, being an
active member of the Automobile Club of
Great Britain and Ireland, and in 1904 he
published a book on the subject entitled
O'Gorman's Motoring Pocket Book. He
also wrote articles on motoring for The
Times newspaper.
After training and working as an electrical
engineer, in 1909 he was appointed
Superintendent of what became the Royal
Aircraft Factory at Farnborough in
Hampshire. The title of the place is
misleading since it was never the intention
to mass produce aircraft, but to research
designs which would be manufactured by
private companies.
...continued on page 4.
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From the President
It gives me pleasure to be writing this in my new capacity of President of the Edmundian
Association and to welcome new members. I do hope that this year’s leavers will take the
opportunity to join the Association.
I belong to a generation of Old Edmundians who, for one reason or another, fell below the radar for the
greater part of our professional careers following our departure from St Edmund’s in the late
1950s/early 1960s. We were represented for a while by a small group of enthusiasts whose members
returned for Cricket Week following the end of the summer term, or for rugger matches when The Old
Edmundians played against the College and the occasional St Edmund’s Day. Then a period of silence
descended until Michael Jenner wondered where we’d all got to and made his determined attempt
sometime in the early 2000s to track many of us down and institute an annual get-together. This has
proved successful and lasting with duplicate meetings overseas. As I said in my short speech at the
annual London Dinner this year, life at the College in the early 1950s was spartan to say the least.
The staff did their best for us, so it is a matter of wonder to me that our present day successors enjoy
such a better way of life with so many facilities that we could only have dreamed about in our day.
Many years later whilst serving as a governor of the College it gave me great pleasure to hear of all the
improvements and upgrading that constantly appeared on the agenda.
During this time when the Nation commemorates the Fallen of the First World War it is pleasing to note
the efforts of the College, in particular David Kay, Association Archivist and Paulo Durán, Headmaster, in
tracking down the graves of Old Edmundians who fell ‘in the fields of Flanders’. I was moved, on a trip
with Mr Durán to Douai in January 2015, to see him set off on his way through the snow to take
photographs of known graves of OEs in the cemeteries thereabouts. He is very proud of our roots that
date back to the presence of a school and seminary at Douai in northern France that existed there for
over 200 years until The Great Return in 1793. On a recent visit to Douai with other canons of the
Chapter of Westminster Cathedral, a group that included three old boys of the School, we stood in front
of a wall tablet in the former university church in the town, and read off the names of a number of
familiar characters from Edmundian history, viz Cardinal William Allen, Dr Richard Challoner and Dr
Gregory Stapleton who became the first President of St Edmund’s. A wealth of Edmundian history can
be found in A History of St Edmund’s College by Fr Nicholas Schofield published last year.
When the school and seminary returned to England in the 1790s they faced an uncertain future. Many
friendships had been forged at Douai and in the dangerous times that accompanied the seizure of the
College and on the dangerous flight of the collegians back to England.
Many of those friendships survived as they have done to this day
amongst succeeding generations and it is for this that the Edmundian
Association primarily exists. I do encourage OEs, both young men and
women, to keep in touch and contribute to the meetings of the
Association. The Committee of the Association continues its efforts to
keep us all together and members of the Association have also
participated in various initiatives to help today’s students prepare for
their future in the world of work.
I look forward to seeing many of you at the College later this year.

A letter from the Headmaster
Dear Edmundians,
When we sent out the previous newsletter in February,
on a new format and in combination with College Life,
we thought it was going to be a one-off special.
However, I am pleased to report that we received such
positive feedback that we have decided to make the
new format permanent. Many of you have got in touch
to say how wonderful it is not only to be able to keep up
with old school friends and relive your College and Prep
days but now also to be able to see what a thriving and
vibrant place St Edmund’s is today. You can now read
about the exciting new building developments that
have sprung up throughout the College and Prep over
the summer in College Life and contrast these pictures
with the oldest known photograph of our most precious
building, the Chapel, in Avita Pro Fide. Remembering
our history, of which you are a part, and celebrating
our future in which we hope you will take part is key to
our success.
When I look back on the previous year I can recall how I
have had the pleasure of meeting so many of you, faces
old and faces new, at the various Old Edmundian events.
The message that I hear clearly is that you want more
opportunity to meet with fellow OEs and stay
connected with the school. I am as keen as you are to
ensure that connections are made, rekindled and kept
alive for many years to come and as such we are looking
to increase the number and variety of OE meetings that
the College runs. Already we have run a new event in last
year’s calendar, the 1990s reunion in London and we
have supported a host of other events organised
independently by OEs. If you have an OE event in mind
please do contact Jo Beatty in the Alumni Office who
can assist you with
promotion.
I look forward to seeing you
at St Edmund’s Sunday.

Paulo Durán, HEADMASTER

CANON MICHAEL BROCKIE
PRESIDENT OF THE EDMUNDIAN ASSOCIATION

Where are they now?

St Edmund’s
Sunday 2015
We are fast approaching that time again when we come together to
celebrate St Edmund’s Sunday here at the College. The date this
year is 15 November and as always we will begin the day with Mass
which will be followed by lunch in the Refectory.
For details or to reserve your place please contact Jo Beatty in the
Alumni Office on alumni@stedmundscollege.org or 01920 824358.
Alternatively you will find an invitation and booking form enclosed
with this issue of Avita Pro Fide.
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Donald Ross (46-47)
Louis Montegriffo (45-47) is looking for
information on Donald Ross. They were at St
Edmund’s at the same time and were in the same
class. Donald invited Louis to spend a holiday with
him in Paris and after this visit Louis then returned
home to Gibraltar. Louis never returned to St
Edmund’s after this although he is sure that Donald
did go back for a time. It’s been sixty years since the
two last bade each other farewell. Can you help
locate Donald? Please contact the Alumni Office if
you can help: alumni@stedmundscollege.org
If you are searching for an Old Edmundian please
do contact the Alumni Office and if she does not
have the details we may print a plea for
information in the next newsletter to help you
find your long lost friends.

Early 90s
Reunion Drinks

It wasn’t with a small amount of nerves that this particular event was
organised! The College has never run a reunion for this particular
generation of Old Edmundians so we weren’t quite sure
what to expect – would anyone even turn up?!
With a sigh of relief we are pleased to report that the evening was a roaring success!
To make it as easy as possible for people to attend we held the drinks in a pub in King’s
Cross station on a Friday evening in June. The pub, The Parcel Yard, was the perfect place
for people to stop off for a drink on their way home since the station’s refurbishment. We
had our own room, the Station Master’s Office, and a couple of large ice buckets with
drinks in, kindly donated by the Edmundian Association.
People started to arrive from 6pm and by 7.30pm there were twenty five Old Edmundians
chatting away, laughs abound and smiles everywhere. In the most part these were OEs who had
not had contact with the College since their school days so in some cases nerves were high but as
Amy Peake (née Jameson) remarked “I don’t know what I was nervous about, nothing changes!”
College representatives included Paulo Durán, Headmaster, who made a very short but
welcoming speech to those there. Other than that it was an informal affair as the guests got
down to the business of digging up memories of twenty years ago and catching up on what
had happened to each other in the time since.
By the end of the night there was a clear feeling of warmth and friendship, connections made
and rekindled. Many OEs are now back in touch with each other and plans have been made for
visits and get togethers.
Such was the success that the Alumni Office is now working on ideas for another reunion for
this generation of OEs. If you were at the College in the 70s, 80s, 90s, 00s and would like to
have a similar event organised please get in touch, we would be glad to help.

Oldest known
photograph of the
Chapel comes to light
A lady in Cheshire was clearing out some old family
papers and came across some old photographs
which, after a little detective work, she believed to
be connected to St Edmund’s.
Her family had no connection with the College and
does not know how they came by these photos. Eleven
of the photographs were of no interest but two were of
great importance. One was a photograph of the front
of the main College building taken in about 1869
depicting many students in cassocks. The other was the
photograph reproduced here which shows the interior
of the Chapel, pre-1870.
We can identify the approximate date because, when
Mgr James Laird Patterson arrived as President in 1870,
many changes were made in the Chapel of a drastic
nature. In order to overcome a general appearance of
bareness, a scheme of decoration was devised which
the President in his own words described as “medieval
polychrome”. A pattern on the walls between the
windows were divided into squares with a small
decoration in each, and imitation red and gold curtains
were painted on to the walls of the sanctuary. The
raised area to the left of the sanctuary is where a
bishop’s throne would be positioned. This was removed
at the same time, because permanent platforms for
bishops’ thrones were only allowed in cathedrals.
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...continued, from front cover.

Mervyn O’Gorman devised a system of categorising aircraft according to their layout.
In 1916, following a scandal over the quality of the aircraft used by the Royal Flying
Corps, he was removed from this post but continued to act in an advisory capacity
After the war he concentrated his energies on motoring issues, particularly road safety
and traffic management. He served as chairman of the Royal Aeronautical Society in
1921–22 and also, among many other appointments, as chairman of the Accident
Investigation and Civil Air Transport committee of the Air Ministry. He was vicechairman of the Royal Automobile Club (RAC) between 1928 and 1931, and vicepresident in 1952. In 1930, in response to the recently passed Road Traffic Act he was
instrumental in the RAC's publication of a simple guide for all road users, containing
essential do's and don'ts: this idea was taken up by the Government,
resulting in the first version of the Highway Code, published in 1931.
As well as being an engineer, Mervyn O'Gorman was an artist,
concentrating on etching and lacquer-work, and a talented photographer.
He was a pioneer of colour photography using the Autochrome Lumière
process, and his photographs to this day still feature in exhibitions of
early colour photography.
An example of his early work entitled ‘Christina by the boat’ depicts a
girl dressed in red on the beach at Durdle Door in Dorset in 1913. This
is one of the earliest known colour photographs still in existence. The
image is one of a series of pictures taken at around that time depicting
the same subject. ‘Christina’ is believed to be one of Mervyn’s nieces who had a
different real name.
From 1930 he was a member of the Art Workers Guild, and in 1933 he published a book
of poetry called Verses Gloomy & Gay.
Mervyn Archdall Joseph Pius O’Gorman was born in Ireland on 19 December 1871. He
was very wealthy when he died aged 87 on 16 March 1958, his estate being valued at
£163,224 (over £3.5m in today’s money). His obituary in The Times summed him up as
“a man of agile mind and Hibernian eloquence”.

2014 Leavers

In the last week of Trinity term the Edmundian Association held a barbecue in St Edmund’s
Quad for those most recent Old Edmundians. It only seemed like yesterday that the Class
of 2014 left the building, off to seek their bright new futures beyond the College walls.
With the help of Tara Castiglioni (00-14) and George Salmon (12-14) we were able to gather
twenty five of St Edmund’s finest most recent OEs to find out what they had been up to in
the past year. The young OEs enjoyed being back in their old stomping ground and being able
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to meet up with friends who they hadn’t seen for a while. There were fantastic stories about
the first year at university and much excitement about plans for the summer and beyond.
The guests had particularly requested a number of staff members join the party and it was
wonderful to see them chatting freely away with their former tutors with pride at their
accomplishments so far.
We hope that this is the first of many reunions with the Class of 2014!

Welcome back...
We have been delighted to welcome back a
number of Edmundians over the past few
months:

WWI project
At the start of 2014 we announced
plans to visit every one of the known
graves or memorials of the 79
Edmundians known to have perished in
the First World War.

Anthony Parisi
(54-60) popped in
to see us and show
his work colleague
Wendy Goodinson
his old College.
Anthony had been
on business close
by and stopped off
on the way back to
the office.
Alexei Kabanov (98-01) also came to visit with
his younger brother Nickolai. Alexei is living
back home in Russia, running a successful
catering
business
and has
just
welcomed
his third
daughter.
Alexei
toured
round the
whole of
the school,
meeting
some of
his old
teachers
who are still working here, and what’s more,
they remembered him! He spent a good deal of
time in the Chapel quietly reflecting the time
he had spent here at the College.
Emeritus Professor Colin Jones (49-58) also
stopped by as he had been in Cambridge on
business and decided to make a detour to visit
the College. It was on 1 July, the hottest day of
the year so
far (at time of
writing) but
there was a
cooling
breeze that
accompanied
us as we
walked and
talked about
the College.
Colin
remarked at how the College had improved
since he attended as a boy.
Sir John Bonnett (57-61) and his wife Linda
popped in to see the College in June. John had
not been back for many years, so it was wonderful
to welcome him back and be able to show him
how much the College has changed in fifty years.
We are always delighted to welcome back Old
Edmundians so please do come back and see us
if you are in the area!

Since the last edition of Avita Pro Fide we have uncovered
another OE whose name we must add to our roll.

Map showing all Edmundian First World War graves and memorials

The original list was published in our newsletter 114 on
pages 16 & 17 and can be viewed at
www.stedmundscollege.org/assets/newsletter114-2.pdf.
A full list is also available on request.

During the early spring the Headmaster, Paulo Durán, and David Kay, President Emeritus of The Edmundian
Association, travelled out to France on two occasions to visit graves and memorials in the Douai area. Some of these
we will be visiting during our battlefields trip at the end of October 2015.
Mr & Mrs Vanderson of Puckeridge, parents of the late Jay Vanderson (OE 1993-96), made the two outstanding visits
in France, which means we have now been to all the graves and memorials in that country. They also managed to
trace the location of the grave we were missing - that of Philip E Ward (OE 1901-02) of the 10th Liverpool Scottish,
who died in Belgium on 26 February 1915.
Belgium is also the location of the grave of the recently-discovered additional OE James Bonney (OE 1904-06).
Bernard Hannah (OE 1972-77)
visited his local church of Our Lady
Help of Christians at Westcliff-onSea, Essex, where there is a window
commemorating Louis Isnardi-Bruno
(OE 1907-11) who died serving with
the Italian Army on 24 May 1917.
To date we have now managed to
visit sixty sites, leaving a total of
twenty remaining to be seen, as
listed below.

In Belgium:
James P Bonney
Duhallow ADS Cemetery, Boezinge
Philip E Ward
Loker Churchyard, Loker
Leslie N Watney
Hooge Crater Cemetery, Ypres Salient

In Turkey:
A Thomas Bantock
Hill 10 Cemetery, Gallipoli
Cecil J Boyes-Varley
Lancashire Landing Cemetery, Gallipoli
Francis R Ryan
Pink Farm Cemetery, Helles

In England:
Thomas Brownrigg
Southampton Old Cemetery, Southampton
Athole E Gudgeon
Winchester (St James’s Hill) RC Cemetery,
Winchester, Hampshire
Bertram C St C Miller
Lydd Cemetery, Lydd, Kent
Mark L O Nugent
Portsmouth Naval Memorial, Portsmouth
G Huntley C Philip
Ryde Borough Cemetery, Ryde, Isle of Wight
Merrick O Prismall
Isleworth Cemetery, Isleworth, Middlesex

In Egypt:
John E Foreman
Alexandria (Hadra) War Memorial Cemetery,
Alexandria
Joseph A Morgan
Kantara War Memorial Cemetery, El-Quantara
Godwin J A S O'Fflahertie
Cairo War Memorial Cemetery, Cairo

In Israel:
Clifford W Farrow
Ramleh War Cemetery, Ramla

In Malawi:
Henry R Cruise
Karonga War Cemetery, Karonga
In Tanzania:
Henry C Gouldsbury
Tanga European Cemetery, Tanga
Unknown locations:
Francis Hughes
Louis Tysmans
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Life
after the

College...
Stephanie Willimott (2002-10)
We were pleased to welcome back
Stephanie to the College and offer her a
week’s
worth of
work
experience
which has
helped her
gain a place
at Warwick
University
to complete
her PGCE.
Once this
course is
complete
Stephanie will be teaching Biology to
secondary school children.

After Stephanie left the College she attended
Liverpool John Moore’s University where she
studied Zoology. As part of this course
Stephanie specialised in lions and their social
hierarchy and was invited to Dublin Zoo to
give a presentation on safari lions’ social
systems. Whilst on her course, Stephanie

gained a placement at the local Knowsley
Safari Park and after finishing her Zoology
degree she took a job there full time as
Carnivore Keeper.
I spoke to her about her experience at St
Edmund’s and this is what she had to say:
“I loved being at St Ed’s – I liked the freedom
of it. That might sound strange but when I say
freedom I think it was the rural location that
felt like we had space and freedom. We were
all pretty well behaved so it was a happy place
to be.
I started in Year 6 and still have friends from
then – I am in contact with a lot of my old
school friends. We also had smaller classes
which meant the teachers had the chance to
teach more and look after you – it was a real
learning environment. Obviously I loved
science and some of the teachers were really
inspirational but I also remember weirdly
liking Politics class with Mr Petty!”
We wish Stephanie all the best with her
further training and you never know, we may
see her back here teaching one day!

Bulgarian Reunion Weekend and
Gala Dinner in Sofia, March 2015
It was not the first time that the College has held a Bulgarian OE reunion
and each time we go out there we are overwhelmed by the support and
dedication to the College from Bulgarian OEs and their families.
The gala dinner was held at the Kempinski Hotel, Sofia (recently renamed as
the Hotel Marinela) on a Saturday evening. Representing the College were
Paulo Durán, Headmaster; Caroline Hugo, (International Director); Maggie
McCann (Chairwoman of the Edmundian Association); and Melanie Burke
(UK Marketing Manager).
We were very pleased to see such a strong contingent of OEs from Bulgaria
who were delighted that the College had been able to put on an event for
them in their home country – they were also excited to see Caroline Hugo
who seemed to be part of everyone’s extended family!
Some Bulgarian OEs are enjoying marked success overseas so were unable to
join us for the evening – however, such is the pride in the College that several
sets of parents of OEs, unable to be there in person, attended on their behalf.
It was humbling to see the dedication to the College amongst our guests –
we will always hold a special place in our hearts for our Bulgarian OEs.
Special thanks must go to Diana Ivanova (98-00) who was instrumental in
organising the event and also to Bogomil Alexandrov (96-98) who manages
the Bulgarian Alumni Facebook group and helped gather the troops.

Old Hugonian Reunion inspired by book
Inspired by the book A Prep School Second
to None by Mike Jenner

Office Adrian was able to contact several Old
Hugonians to invite them to the event.

After reading Mike Jenner’s book on
St Hugh’s, Adrian Reading, who usually
resides in Australia, decided to organise an
Old Hugonian event when he visited the
UK in August. With the help of the Alumni

Spencer Hamill says: “many thanks to
Adrian for organising this most enjoyable
event. Also to Mike for writing the excellent
book that inspired it (a huge task), and to
David Kay for helping Mike in all kinds of
ways. I’m sure we could have gone on
talking all afternoon at the Star Tavern, and
probably would have done were it not for
the imminent tube strike!”
Attendees:
Adrian Reading (1957-66), Jeremy Janion
(1957-64), Patrick Carmody (1956-63), Paul
Carmody (1956-66), Peter “Olie” O’Connor
(1946-57), Spencer Hamill (1956-65)
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A Prep School Second
to None by Mike Jenner
A wonderful trip down
memory lane for those who
attended St Hugh’s from
1939 to 1964.
Order your copy from Amazon
now – search Mike Jenner and click
on A Prep School Second to None.
You can order from the
Edmundian website
www.stedmundscollege.org/
edmundian-association or
enquire with the Alumni Office.

Interview:

Annie Richardson née Mullineaux (74-76),
one of the first girls at the College
How did you become one of the first girls at St Eds?
The sixth form at Poles Convent closed down so three of us,
Mary-Anne Jones (now Clark), Corinna Wood (now Gow)
and myself went to St Eds. The other two were Marianne
Orchard who I had previously been at school with at
St Mary's in Bishop's Stortford and Katie Thick who was a
year older than the four of us and only did one year.

And the least?
Being objects of curiosity as we were not a confident bunch
and were always being stared at - nobody really knew how
to treat us. We didn't have any female teachers and the only
female we really came into contact with was the matron
who was very kind to us as our study room, for the first year,
was opposite her area.

How did the boys react?
The younger ones ignored us and I think our contemporaries
initially regarded us with a degree of curiosity. We, I think
I can speak for all of us, were terrified!

Was a girl's uniform ready for you when you joined?
Not in the first year - we continued to wear our Poles
uniform. In the second year we got a bit more organised and
had ghastly navy shift dresses for the summer! We were
always quite envious of the boys' jacket, especially in the
winter as it really was very cold.

Did you have any female teachers or staff members?
Not for the first year. In the second year, there were really
nice individual rooms at the top of the building with a
laundry room, showers and a common room at the end of
the hall. We then had a housemistress and a few more
girls joined us, mainly from Poles, Maartje Joyce being
one of them.
With no female staff present what happened with
regards to sport?
No sport as there just weren't enough of us although we did
get involved in things like the cross country and we were very
vocal supporters of the first XV rugby team.
Did you make friends with the boys?
Definitely, and I am still in touch with a handful or so.
What did you most enjoy about your St Eds experience?
I enjoyed being in a bigger environment than the one we had
come from and enjoyed the lasting friendships that I made.

Any lasting memories?
I loved the Ambulacrum and reading the newspapers that
were laid out each day which always sticks in my mind
although I have no idea why! I particularly value the
friendships I made and overall, I had a good time. On my
18th birthday in my last term I got thrown into the pool, fully
clothed, and as a result missed chapel! When things like that
happened, it was always noticed as there were so few of us.
Also doing our A levels in the summer of 1976, it was so hot
that the boys literally had their shirts unbuttoned and
obviously the same luxury could not be afforded to us!! I
used to love St Edmund's Day and singing the school song in
the Chapel.

the same man. After we married, I moved to France and then
we went to the USA for six years where our two children were
born. In 1987 we returned to the UK when our youngest
child was just thirty days old and have remained in the same
house and job ever since. My husband, Chris, is MD of a
horse breeding and racing operation called Cheveley Park
Stud and I work in the office.
Best achievement of your life so far?
Corny I know but my family is my greatest joy although sadly,
our second child, Alex, died aged 21, whilst at the University
of St Andrews in 2009. I have been lucky enough to do and see
many exciting things: travel on Concorde, go around the world,
be in the Royal Procession at Ascot last year. I feel truly lucky
that my school days were, for the most part, a lot of fun and I
definitely look back on my time at St Eds with affection.

What did you go on to do?
Six months after leaving St Eds I somehow got a job as PA to
the personal director to a Greek shipping billionaire and this
led to me meeting my husband, in France, who worked for

Natalie Wade Excels in the
Royal Marines Band Service
After leaving St. Edmund’s College in summer 2008, Natalie successfully auditioned to join the Royal
Marines Band Service and began training the following year as a flute and tenor saxophone player, the
latter of which she was required to learn from scratch.
Based at the Royal Marines School of Music, in Portsmouth, the first ten weeks comprised intensive military
training, including field exercises, weapons handling, drill and fitness training. She then progressed onto a further
two years of musical training, which incorporated instrumental and theory lessons as well as rehearsals in
various ensembles, including marching band.
Natalie completed her Musician Level 3 exams and passed out from training in December 2011, being assigned
to the Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines Portsmouth (Royal Band), where she continues to serve today.
Highlights of her career so far include performances at the London 2012 Olympic Games, the première of the
film Skyfall in London and as a soloist on stage at the Royal Albert Hall in the annual Mountbatten Festival of
Music. She has been lucky enough to travel to tattoos in Edinburgh, Basel and Rotterdam and has participated
in adventurous training in Bavaria.
Natalie also enjoys representing the Royal Navy and Royal Marines in badminton tournaments and she has
recently had the opportunity to volunteer as a Service Steward for The Championships at the All England Lawn
Tennis and Croquet Club in Wimbledon.
All photos are Crown Copyright

For more information about a career in the Royal Marines Band Service visit www.royalnavy.mod.uk/rmbs

The Newsletter of the Edmundian Association

7

keeping you up-to-date with the latest

OE News

Vanessa Banz (91-95): I still work as a surgeon in the
Department of Visceral and Transplant Surgery in the
University Hospital in Bern. I am currently on maternity
leave, as Ben Arthur was born on the 1 of July 2015. That
makes me a proud mum of three boys (Loris, 4 years old,
Cedric, 2 years old and baby Ben)- lots of toy cars,
aeroplanes and diggers in our house!

Yara Banz (91-95): I am still working as a pathologist at
the University of Bern in Switzerland - but like my twin
sister Vanessa (you could think we had this planned!) - am
currently on maternity leave during the summer as I just
had a baby girl, Elise, on the 17 of June - little sister to her
2 year old brother Alexis. I haven't been over to St. Ed's for
a while and whilst coming to the yearly reunion in
November this year is not likely, I will try and see if I can
make it next year and catch up with OEs of my time.

William ‘Bill’ Holloway (61-68): Gillian and I recently
enjoyed reminiscing with John and Denise Vaughan-Shaw,
Paul and Angela Rossi, and Kathryn and Leslie Judd, when
we gathered on a sunny Sunday for lunch at the Hoops.
Michael PirhonenCutter (00-08)
recently got
married and wore
a rather special tie
for this special
occasion! Other
OEs who attended
the wedding were:
Ben Hanson Sam Quartey and William Halsey.
Andrew Taylor (93-00) writes to say that he was recently
married to Dr Alexandra Fragniére, a research scientist
(Parkinson ’s disease) at Addenbrooks Hospital, Cambridge.
Andrew is now a senior planner with Kier Construction.

Geraldine Downer (91-95): I am based in Mexico City
where I have been working at Reuters news agency as a
television producer covering Latin American general and
breaking news stories for the past eight years. Married
four years ago and have a three year old little boy called
Dominic Bradley and a little baby girl called Mia Scarlett,
who has just turned one. She was baptised on 18 July, in a
Roman Catholic church located to the south of the city.
They are both my greatest joy in life. Very much looking
forward to travelling to the UK in November later this
year where I plan visit family and friends and attend
St. Edmund's Sunday.
Francis ‘Frank’ Jones (60-66): I recently had a pleasant
afternoon visiting an old school master, Hugh Strode.
Although I had not seen him in many years he was quickly
recognisable. A bit stooped, white haired, short of breath
and not very mobile but not bad for 90 and still so much
of the master from school days. He was unloading his
ancient Mercedes when I arrived - he's still driving and
would be lost without a car.... I then had to extricate the
key from the ignition, as it had come apart and carry his
shopping up to his flat. We shared a can of lager and he
told some very amusing stories. He seemed pleased that I
had come and thanked me several times, he seemed very
glad of the visit - he has really fond memories of the
College and of his colleagues.
Richard Wood (69-74) has been in touch saying: I am
pleased to give you details of my marriage to Sandra
Francis – Love at Thornham All Saints Church on Friday 15
May 2015. OE’s Tom Collect and Chris Witte and spouses
were among the guests. Congratulations!
Rocío Coletes-Laspra (94-95) successfully submitted her
PhD thesis on Spanish Orientalist Painting in June.
She was nominated for highest honours award.
Congratulations!
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Richard Artesani-Lyons (46-49): worked for Mobil Oil for
40 years in Morocco, Congo, Zambia, Canary Islands, New
York, Ethiopia (Red Sea), Colombia, Mexico and retired in
1992 as a manager in Spain. He now resides in Gibraltar.
Prisca Hefti (96-99): After finishing graduate school I
worked in a tiny village in Alaska. I have since moved
closer to family on the east coast of the USA. This past
summer I was married to my husband surrounded by
friends and family.
Peter Blackman (64-72) is running the Save Our BBC
independent national campaign and encourages all lovers
of the BBC to join at www.saveourbbc.net . He’s now a
league cricket umpire and organiser, and continues many
other voluntary
activities including
relationship
counselling with
Catholic Marriage
Care and training
puppies for Guide
Dogs for the Blind.
Roma (golden) and
Uri (black) are the
Labrador x Retrievers
in the photo. Roma is
now working with a
blind lady in north
east London. Uri will
start the next stage of
his training soon.
Abbey has just had
her first litter (top
photo) and one of
those should arrive with Peter at the end of September
2015 for training. All these pups have accompanied Peter
to the annual Careers Fair and other College events.

Joseph Artesani-Lyons (52-56): Has worked in insurance
until he retired in 2008. He has worked in various
countries: Morocco, Spain, Portugal, the UK, USA, Italy,
Belgium, Holland, Argentina and Brazil. He was also a keen
rugby player, playing notably in Spain from 1964 to 1984
(retired from rugby aged 45!). He is in touch with other
OEs: Ken Allen, Fred Bowen, Mike Elgood, Juan Fernandez
Bobadilla and Victor Tarruella.
Paul Evernden (91-97): in 2006 Paul was awarded BMUS
in Composition from the Royal College of Music. In 2008
he was awarded MMUS in Composition from the Royal
Academy of Music. He married Angela Najaryan, a violinist,
in 2009 and welcomed a daughter, Mari-Thalia, in 2014.
Paul has also been awarded a PhD in Music from King’s
College, London, in 2013.
Steve Baker
(75-82) writes:
we were married
4 September at
the Sugarman
Estate on Maui
with 26 of our
friends and
family plus those
that watched on
skype. We then
stayed in Hawaii
for our
honeymoon.
Luis Coletes-Laspra (95-96), is an SAS captain now and
was wounded in combat in Central Africa with 12 shrapnel
impacts. He is fully recovered and has been awarded the
Red Cross, the highest military decoration.
Marina Coletes-Laspra (01-02) took her degree in
Medicine and has now started her third internship year as
part of her specialization in anaesthetics and resuscitation.
Huge congratulations go to Charlotte Cade (90-95) who
married Andrew
Larcombe on 25
July at Weald and
Downland Open
Air Museum.
Amongst
Charlotte’s
bridesmaids was
OE, Ciara O’Shea
(89-95).

If you have some exciting news, whether it be a wedding
or birth announcement, an exciting career move or even
an impromptu get together with other OE’s we would love
to hear about it, please send details through to:
Jo Beatty, Alumni Officer
St Edmund's College,
Old Hall Green,
Ware, Herts SG11 1DS
Telephone: 01920 824358
Email: alumni@stedmundscollege.org

In Memoriam
We have learned of the deaths of the following Edmundians:
Christopher Aylott (Junior House & Challoner 1972-79)
died on 10 May 2015 aged 54
Mrs Maureen Barlow (Academic Staff 1974-78 & 1989)
Bernard Dupuch (Douglas 1949-51)
died on 13 June 2014 aged 81
died on 4 January 2015 aged 83
Timothy Firth (Academic Staff 1970-75)
died on 19 May 2014 aged 75
Tomas Gibian (Challoner 1939-40)
died on 28 February 2015 aged 92
John Hegarty (Academic Staff 1968-91)
died on 14 February 2015 aged 82
Fr Roger Lesser (Allen Hall 1949-55)
died on 25 March 2015 aged 86
Joseph Mulcahy (Douglass 1956-58)
died on 15 August 2015 aged 73
Séan Murphy (St Hugh’s & Griffiths 1974-84)
died on 7 May 2015 aged 49
Fr Michael Murray (Allen Hall 1971-75)
died on 10 March 2015 aged 83
Patrick Nash (Douglass 1940-42)
died on 7 March 2015 aged 88
Robert Rees (St Hugh’s & Douglass 1946-53)
died on 6 February 2015 aged 79
Fr Anthony Sacré (Allen Hall 1949-55)
died on 6 August 2015 aged 84
Dom Columba (Selwyn) Thorne (Allen Hall 1945-51)
died on 24 August 2015 aged 101

May they rest in peace.

2015-2016 Committee
President
Chairwoman
Treasurer
Secretary
Alumni Officer
Communications
Representatives
Headmaster
Head Boy
Head Girl

Canon Michael Brockie
Maggie McCann
Henryk Klocek
Mike Elgood
Jo Beatty
Tim Fuller
Peter Brabazon
Simon Camilleri
Paulo Durán
Christopher Larkin-Collins
Holly Wise

40s 50s 60s Star Dinner
by Mike Elgood (50-58)
We were thirty people who sat down to supper
in the Star Tavern on 12 May; twenty six former
students spanning the years 1942 through
1970, our guest of honour and former staff
member Father Austin Garvey, and three
members of today's College staff, including
Headmaster Paulo Durán.
This was the ninth year we have met at the Star
for the annual supper, started by Mike Jenner, to
bring together people who were at the College in
the 1950s. We call it the 40s 50s 60s supper
because many people overlap the decades but in
practice all Old Edmundians are welcome, subject
to our being able to seat them. The upstairs room
at the Star can only seat thirty four, although on
one memorable night we had thirty six including
two standing.
We are grateful to the Headmaster and his
colleagues for joining us because their presence
keeps in mind the tremendous changes which
have occurred in the College since our era. In our
day the College total was 150 boarders and half
of the space of the main building was taken up by
the Allen Hall seminary, now located in Chelsea.
We noted that our guest Father Austin Garvey
had a mere four students in his 1956 O-Level
Greek class, who all passed, and three of these
students were present at this supper. We recalled
a great Edmundian victory when the CCF
triumphed over the opposing cadets of a nearby
College during manouevres in Hatfield Forest,
which went rapidly out of control - veterans of
this battle raised a glass in the Star. We recalled

the unbeaten 1955/6 First Fifteen and their coach
Fr Fred Miles who has always attended the 40s
50s 60s supper, but to our regret, was unable to
come to the Star on this occasion. We wished
him well.
It being fifty to sixty years since we left the
College, it was a time to count our blessings and
to recall and toast absent friends.
The College buildings are timeless but many
changes have been made inside and we debated
the whereabouts of rooms which have
disappeared since the many internal structural
improvements which have taken place. We
admired many changes, especially the greater
emphasis on the history of the College and its
origins in Douai, a background which in our time
was rarely discussed.
And so we headed for home, pleased with our
association with the College and pleased to have
seen so many familiar faces. Please do join us
next year – date to be announced.

President Emeritus & Archivist David Kay

Representatives
40s-50s-60s
Hong Kong
New Zealand
Singapore
Spain
USA

Anyone for Polo?
Mike Elgood
George Sobek
Alex Binnie
Terry Nӧe
Victor Tarruella
Vincent Fitzgerald

Do you play polo? If so, and you are local to
the College, then we need you! Michael
Maslinski (62-70) is looking to get an OE
team together for some fun and perhaps a
little competition. If you are interested please
contact the Alumni Office for further details.
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Life at the College nearly 100 years ago...
Justice Peter Biscoe, son of OE Dudley Hugh Biscoe, recently got in touch with us to
share extracts from his father’s memoirs concerning his time at St Edmund’s from
1923 to 1927. Here we have reproduced some of these extracts to give you a
glimpse into life at the College nearly 100 years ago:
I went to St Edmund’s in April 1923, the year that I became 14. I went straight into
Grammar and was usually in the first three of the top of each class. I took to rugby
football, and to the OTC (Officers’ Training Corps) with great enthusiasm; in the
summer I played cricket without ever being any good at it; and in the inter-House
sports I went in for everything,
again, without being much good
at anything! My old programme
for 1927 shows that I came
second in the Dux Ludorum
simply because I appeared in so
many events.
I have many very pleasant
memories of my four years at
St Edmund's. School work I
enjoyed, perhaps because it
never taxed me very much; it
might have made me use myself
more if it had. The actual living was not enjoyable because we never seemed to have
enough blankets on our beds, it was unpleasant rising before the sun was up to wash,
stripped to the waist, in icy cold water, and the food was meagre and very badly cooked.
There really was no excuse for this; especially as the masters sat at the table with us
and were served good, well-cooked meals – and on the feast of St Edmund the entire
College dined together in a big hall and we had a wonderful dinner, complete with nuts
and a glass of sherry apiece. Yet on the whole we kept good health. When the
periodical epidemics of influenza hit us we were given a ‘walk day’ – this was a holiday
when we could go for any walk we wished, subject to approval of our route, and not
less than five miles out. In practice, most of us went to Ware and had a good feed,
usually at one of the cafes which bore the sign of the Cycling Union; this ensured a
hearty snack for about 1/6 or something fairly solid for 2/6. I am not sure of the
effect of a long day in the open with plenty of exercise but it certainly did us no harm
and probably some good.

“...on the feast of St Edmund the entire College
dined together in a big hall and we had a wonderful dinner,
complete with nuts and a glass of sherry apiece”.
Besides our study we practiced our religion: mass each morning for the two lay houses in
our own lay chapel (the Douglass boys rose earlier and had their own religious exercises),
prayers at night and Rosary said in pairs after supper as we walked up and down the
Ambulacrum; and on Sundays Low Mass as usual, High Mass in the main chapel with the
boys from Douglass and the seminarians from Allen Hall, with Vespers and Benediction in
the evenings. It was a wonderful personal experience of the liturgy as it should be
performed, with seminarians fulfilling their correct functions as Cantor, Thurifer,
Sub-deacon and Deacon; and St John Brougham hard at it on the huge pipe organ to
which senior lay boys supplied the air from a large leather bellows. It was hard work
keeping the indicator weight up
when St John was using the grand
organ with full swell. At High
Mass and Vespers we used the
Gregorian chant, singing in choir,
i.e., half on each side facing
inward to the nave – and often
we really got it swinging from
one side to the other, each trying
to outdo the other in volume!
But lest it be thought that we
lived in an atmosphere of
religiosity, I would stress that this
was not so. Besides classes we had training in the gym twice a week and games were not
only compulsory but they were played seven days a week. Everybody took part except on
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Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday when the 1st and
2nd teams played outside opponents from schools
and clubs, and the rest of the school were there to
cheer them on. In the season 1925/26 I first got into
the 1st XV with Roger Quin as captain and Tom
Martin as vice-captain. Tom had been in Australia
and had learned the swimming stroke then known as
the Australian crawl, which I learnt from him. Now it
is in general use but then people used mostly breaststroke or side-stroke; the first is still used in
competitions but I have never seen or heard of the
side-stroke for many years. We had quite a good
swimming bath at St Edmund’s and from then on I really enjoyed swimming.
The next season came around, 1926/27, and it was announced that I was to be
captain of the rugby team. I settled down to make this the best season that the school
had ever had, and by dint of hard training and great fitness all round we managed to
end up with 11 wins to 2 draws and 5 losses, quite the best season for many a year.
This year too I became Company Sergeant Major of our small O.T.C. contingent, the
highest rank we had. We went to camp on Salisbury Plain with some ten thousand
other cadets, which was quite an experience. We all wore khaki except Eton, the only
unit with over five hundred members and thus entitled to wear blue. We lived in the
old bell tents – round with one pole in the centre; the occupants slept with their heads
out and feet in. It was no doubt economical in tentage but rather messy, especially
when the ground outside was muddy and much of it was trampled across everyone’s
space. There was a certain amount of horse play such as letting down tents and
raiding other units and so on.
Eventually 1927 came to an end, quite the happiest, most exciting and successful of
my years at school.

Class of1994 Reunion

The Unforgettable… John Hegarty

Items made under John’s tutelage:
a coffee table, book rack, hammer, vice,
key fob, chestnut-roaster & pencil case.

John Hegarty was a fine craftsman who imparted his skills to the students of St Edmund’s for
twenty-two years. After National Service, John was involved in an array of work including with the
Forestry Commission and as a bus ticket inspector. In 1954 he went to Shoreditch College to
complete a Certificate in Education accredited by the University of London. As a student, his great
passions - which were to remain with him throughout his life - were football and music. He later
gained a Certificate in Religious Education from St Mary’s College, Twickenham, and taught the
guitar in a school for the blind.
He married Gloria in 1963 and they were to have two children: Patrick and Jane. Patrick was later to be a
student in Junior House between 1975 and 1977. They settled in Stanstead Abbotts and in 1968 John
was appointed to teach at St Edmund’s. Fr Michael Garvey had just become headmaster and John was
one of a number of new recruits to the staff who would have a significant influence on the College in the
years ahead. The College was going through a period of considerable expansion of its curriculum and
John was the first teacher of Handicrafts, based in a shed on the outskirts of the campus. Items that
students made under John’s tutelage included turned bowls, chess tables, metal tools,
book racks, key fobs, wooden pencil cases, furniture, wrought iron plant stands,
a crossbow, a rowing boat and - perhaps the most unusual item of all - a
chestnut roaster! Some forty years on, many Old Edmundians still
possess the items that John taught them to make.
In retirement John took organ lessons, indulged his passion for trains,
constructed and played guitars and had an eclectic taste in music. He
played a very active
part in his parish and in an ecumenical Bible study, prayer and social group.

This event was arranged by George Sobek (87-94) who
now lives in Hong Kong. George knew he would be in
London over the summer so decided to try and find as
many people as he could from his year at school and
meet up after 21 years!
He started a Facebook group and got the old school friends
he was in touch with to join and asked if they had
connections to other Old Edmundians via Facebook and, if
so, get them to join too: the group now has 38 members.
George posted a date and a location and then got in touch
with the Alumni Office and asked for further help
promoting the event. The event took place in July at the Old
Bengal Bar, in London. By all accounts it was great fun seeing
old faces again. There were a number of OEs who couldn’t
make it as they are living abroad now but they are in contact
with the group via the Facebook page. If you are from the
Class of 1994 the group is still on Facebook, search ‘St Ed’s
Class of 1994’.
Attendees: George Sobek (87-94), George Saleh (87-94),
Jim Aram(87-94), Ben Vass(87-94), Michelle Kelly (87-94),
Annabel Gillham(87-94), Robert Dineen (87-94), Thomas
Whitney (87-94), Nonso Ibeto (86-95 – a welcomed gate
crasher!)
If you want to organise a school year reunion or a similar
event and would like some help please do contact the
Alumni Office who will be able to support.

John Patrick Ramon Hegarty was born in Barcelona, Spain, on 18 April 1932 and taught Handicraft,
Design and Technology between 1968 and 1990. He died of cancer on 14 February 2015.
May he rest in peace.

Dates for your Diary

Edmundian Trip to
WWI Battlefields
As you may know the Edmundian Association has
organised a trip to visit some of the WWI grave
sites for OEs and their comrades who fell in
battle. The trip will be running from 30th October
to 1st November - the write up for this trip will
be posted in the next edition of the newsletter.

Friday 30th October to Sunday 1st November
Edmundian trip to WWI Battlefields
All welcome!
Sunday 15th November
St Edmund’s Sunday
Begins with Mass followed by luncheon in the
Refectory. All Edmundians welcome – please
book your space for lunch via the Alumni Office
Monday 14th December
Advent Service in the Chapel at 7pm
All welcome!
All Edmundians are welcome to attend any of
these events; it is important to book your place
so please contact Jo Beatty in the Alumni Office
for reservations.
Jo Beatty, Alumni Officer
St Edmund's College,
Old Hall Green,
Ware, Herts SG11 1DS
Telephone: 01920 824358
Email: alumni@stedmundscollege.org
www.edmundianassociation.org.uk

The Newsletter of the Edmundian Association

11

