


Ever wondered if prison really does change criminal behaviour?  

Or why some people conform?  

Or perhaps if the experiences you had before the age of five really do shape 

the person you are today?  

 

Psychology has been defined as the science of 

mind and behaviour. Essentially, Psychology is all 

about people.  We are all amateur Psychologists, 

every time we try and work out why someone 

acted the way they did or try to predict how 

someone might behave or react.  Psychology tries 

to answer these questions.  By investigating them 

in a more scientific manner. 

Research methods are at the heart of the course and therefore strong levels 

in Mathematics (7/6) and Science (6 and above) are required to study this 

subject.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Text Books: 

 The Complete Companions: Psychology AS - The Complete Companion for AQA 'A' (Textbook) by Mike Cardwell and Cara 

Flanagan 

 The Complete Companions: A2 Student Book (2nd Edition) AQA A by Mike Cardwell and Cara Flanagan 

 Research Methods and Statistics in Psychology by Hugh Coolican 

 Psychology - Psychology AS for AQA A by Mike Cardwell, Liz Clark and Claire Meldrum 

 AQA Psychology A AS: Student's Book (Aqa AS Level) by Jane Willson, Rosie McGinley, Julia Willerton and Simon Green 

 A Dictionary of Psychology (Oxford Paperback Reference) by Andrew Colman 

 AQA Psychology A A2: Student's Book by James Bailey, Simon Green, Julia Willerton and Jane Willson 

 Psychology - Psychology for A2 Level for AQA (A) by Mike Cardwell, Liz Clark and Claire Meldrum 

 Introducing Psychology: A Graphic Guide to Your Mind and Behaviour by Nigel Benson 

 Psychology: The Science of Mind and Behaviour by Richard Gross 

Aside from the use of text books students are encouraged to engage in Wider reading on topics that interest them for example:  

 Lauren Slater Opening Skinner’s Box 

 Geoff Rolls ‘Classic case studies in Psychology’ 

 Stuart Sutherland ‘Rationality’ 

 Stuart Sutherland ‘Breakdown: A personal crisis and medical dilemma’ 

 Oliver Sacks The man who mistook his wife for a hat’ 

 Chris Sizemore ‘I’m Eve’ 

 Matt Jarvis ‘Sport Psychology’ 

 Putwain and Sammons ‘Psychology and Crime’ 

 Paul Britton ‘The Jigsaw Man’ 

 Sandra Aamodt & Sam Wang ‘Welcome to Your Brain’ 

 Judith Rapoport ‘The boy who couldn’t stop washing’ 

 Robert Akeret ‘The man who loved a polar bear & other psychotherapist’s tales’ 

 John Grisham ‘Innocent Man’ 

 Colin Wilson and Donald Seaman ‘The Serial Killers: A Study in the Psychology of Violence 

 



A Level Psychology will give you an understanding of the way people think and why 

people behave in certain ways. You will learn a variety of skills including analytical 

thinking, improved communication, problem solving and many more that will prepare 

you for an exciting future with the possibility of a range of rewarding careers.  

Studying psychology at university can give 

you a whole host of exciting career 

options, including: 

 Accountancy  

 Business development  

 Clinical psychology  

 Forensic psychology 

 Human resources 

 Marketing  

 Nursing 

 Occupational therapy 

Where will A Level Psychology take you? 

Possible degree options According to 

bestcourse4me.com the top seven degree 

courses taken by students who have an A 

Level in Psychology are:  

 Psychology  

 English studies  

 Sociology  

 Business studies  

 Teaching  

 Sport and exercise science  

 Law 



 

All teaching is rooted in Christ and is taught with regard to Catholic tradition.  The AQA board 

approach complements the ethos of the College and the course, whilst encouraging critical 

thinking, takes care to avoid bias.  Sensitive cultural and social issues are discussed appropriately 

and the syllabus provides a suitable vehicle for the introduction of the subject in a Catholic school.   

 

The academic aim of the specification encourages students to: 

 Stimulate and develop their enjoyment of, and enthusiasm for, the subject 

 Develop and demonstrate skills, including practical and research skills 

 Develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject and how 

they relate to each other 

 Appreciate how the subject develops and how its applications interact with changes in human 

attitudes, and with changes in society and technology 

 Recognise the value, use and misuse of the subject in society 

 

 



All teaching at St Edmund’s is rooted in Christ and is taught with regard to Catholic tradition with all 

departments expected to be faithful to our Mission.  Sensitive cultural and social issues are discussed 

appropriately and we believe that the syllabus chosen provides a suitable vehicle for the introduction of 

this subject in a Catholic school and, whilst encouraging critical thinking, takes care to avoid bias. 


