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Religious Theme                Headmaster's Message 

 
Head's Commendations 

Mr Cartwright's quiz
Q: What is the highest mountain in Great Britain?
A: In the next newsletter
Last week's answer
Q: What was the first song ever played in
space?
A: Jingle Bells

Joke of the week
Who is Santa’s favourite singer?

Elf-is Presley!

Dear Parents and Guardians,
 
Whilst the clamour for materialistic gains can be difficult to resist,
especially in the face of skilful media manipulation, Advent is a time
that thankfully provides the clear, counterbalancing themes of hope,
peace, joy and love. We read and hear so often that any thirst for
more is ultimately unquenchable, be it wealth, success on education.
True happiness can instead be derived from outward facing gains such
as kindness, compassion and generosity. 
 
On Christmas Day, we will pray and sing together in celebration of the
birth of Christ our saviour, who brought joy to the world. United
behind this sentiment, we also pray in complete thanks for our
children and families around us and also for those who are sadly so
less fortunate than ourselves. 

On behalf of Mr Mostyn and the Governors, my thanks for your
continued support and encouragement, for your attendance at our
moving Carol Service and Nativity and for your generous gifts, cards
and well wishes this Christmas time.

My oh my, is it all going on here!

Wishing you a holy, healthy and happy Christmas and may God bless
you, everyone.
 
AVP
 
Mr S Cartwright, Headmaster
St Edmund’s Prep

Preparation for the coming of Christ

Grace Brown - Kindness to others
Harvey Kelly - Nativity
Lucy Berkley - Art
AJ Fynn - Reading 
Edith Heppell - Art
George Stainer - Maths 
Samuel Belsey - RE
Isabelle Olowookere - RE
Sienna Grange - Maths
Hudson Guinchard - RE
Eme Udom - RE
Huxley Trist - RE
Phoebe Wild - RE
Ethan Ajagbe - Creative Writing
Amelie Coomes - History and RE
GF (Form 6) - English
Tiana John-Rose - Maths
Sophie Lund - History 
Patrick Radford - RE
Liam Scott - History 
Francesca Seagrott - Maths
Gamu Sibanda - RE



Eco ideas by Batisse, Temidire, Catherine, Scarlett
and Ruby

Upcoming Dates January 

Wednesday 5th  
Friday 7th

Tuesday 11th

Wednesday 12th
Friday 14th 

E-Safety Corner 

Where possible please try to recycle the wrapping paper from all of your wonderful Christmas presents.

Two tips on helping your child play online games responsibly
Ian Wright shares his tips on gaming responsibly, including playing games with your kids:

https://youtu.be/pnWionq9C4c.

You can also visit Internet Matter’s Online Gaming hub which provides advice on how to keep your family safe:

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/online-gaming-advice/

8.30am - Lent Term Begins
U11 A & B Hockey v Forest (Away)
U10 A Rugby v Loyola (Home)
11+ Mock Examinations
College Sport Scholarship Assessment
College Music Scholarship Assessment
Southworth charity cake sale



This week in the Prep 

The children in Form 5 Vaughan have been reflecting on
Advent in their religious education lessons. They have
shared their prayers in circle time this week, sending
wishes of goodwill and joy to their families, our school
and the whole world.

Shared Prayers

Finger knitting activity
The children have been busy during finger knitting club
making hearts to take home and hang on their
Christmas tree.  

Pony Club

The St Edmund's Pony Patrol would like to wish you all
peace, love and joy for the festive season. 



Santa Run
This year’s Santa Run took place on the St Edmund’s Prep front field on Thursday 9th December. Running past the school goats
and through a woodland area adorned with balloons, the children got in the festive spirit running alongside Santas, Elves and
Reindeer.



A Heartfelt Thank You
Thank you to all of the Prep Parents who are so supportive of The Friends activities and from running stalls at the Welcome
Back Fete, buying Christmas cards, buying second hand uniform, wrapping presents for the Christmas Fayre, buying raffle
tickets, offering your time and your support. It has been a very busy term and so lovely to get back to Friend-raising and
Fundraising.

Christmas Fayre Goody Bags
Thank you so much to everyone who bought a Goody Bag. It was really kind of you to support The Friends in that way. The
goody bags covered the cost of the items bought for the Fayre and also raised £170, and it was fabulous that Santa was still able
to visit with the younger years to help give out the bags to everyone.

St. Edmund's Festive Gin
As you will have read in the recent parentmail, we have been working with a local distillery, Spirit of Herts, to launch a St
Edmund's Festive Gin, just in time for this year's festive season and the end of term. For every bottle sold, The Friends of St
Edmund's will earn a commission which will be added to our fundraising pot. Please do visit the Spirit of Herts website by using
this link and see what you think.
 
https://spiritofherts.co.uk/product/st-edmunds-college-and-prep-school-festive-gin/

Christmas Raffle
By the time you read this the Christmas Raffle will have been drawn and I do hope that there are many winners from The Prep,
all of whom will have been contacted regarding their win.

Merry Christmas, stay safe and well and thank you all again.

The Friends Committee x

Message from the Friends



Performing Arts 
‘The Big Little Nativity’
What a magnificent start to our Christmas celebrations - a heart-warming and joyous performance of the Nativity story from
the children of Nursery, Reception, Form 1 and Form 2 to an appreciative audience of parents and grandparents, delighted to be
able to attend in person this year. The children’s enthusiastic delivery of the catchy songs and witty script, which included a
cameo role for a teacher (Mr Cartwright), and their impressive dance moves, elicited much heartfelt laughter. Joining the
colourfully dressed main characters and narrators (Forms 1 and 2) was a cast of fluffy sheep (Nursery) and excited shepherds
(Reception). A huge thank you to the EYFS and Pre-Prep team for bringing us so much joy. It was a treat for the children and
staff of Forms 3 to 6 to watch the filmed performance on the preceding afternoon.

Service of Carols and Readings
It was wonderful to be together again in the College Chapel on Monday afternoon for our first live Carol Service in two years.
The children in Forms 3 to 6 sang their hearts out in a variety of favourite traditional carols, carols for each year group and the
Form 6 Choir, and carols in French, German and Spanish. The Form 6 Choristers sang their solo and duo verses of carols
beautifully and the readers from Forms 3 to 6 delivered the Nativity readings with clarity and reverence. Christmas card
pictures created by children in each year group adorned the Order of Service. Thank you to Mr Benham for his superb organ
playing and to Mr Soler who accompanied the Form 6 Spanish carol on his guitar.

Drama Club performance of ‘A Christmas Carol’
On the morning of the Nativity, Mrs Fox's after-school Drama Club filmed their performance of ‘A Christmas Carol’. Despite the
unfortunate necessity of two children having to perform their parts remotely from home, the children had a fun experience
acting on camera. The production, edited by Mr Fox, has been sent to parents of performers and to Form Tutors for viewing in
class. Well done to Batisse (Form 6), Emilia-Jane, Kavian, George and Phoebe W (Form 5), Eme, Ollie, Oscar S-A and Zina (Form
4), and Laurens and Ruby (Form 3).
And in the words of Tiny Tim: ‘God Bless Us. Everyone!’.

Music exam successes
Many congratulations to the following children who have been successful in ABRSM music exams taken in November: 
 Heidi Barnard – Prep Test singing
 Izzy Barnard – Grade 2 singing
 Sophie Brennan - Prep Test singing
 Daisy Byrne – Grade 3 singing
 Emilia-Jane Noble – Grade 3 cello
 Siena Pearcy – Grade 1 singing
 Leonardo Salinas – Grade 1 violin
 Huxley Trist – Grade 1 singing
 Eme Udom – Grade 1 cello and Grade 2 piano

Choristers and Form 6 Choir
Well done to all the Form 6 children who bravely auditioned in front of their peers, singing solo verses of Christmas carols. The
standard was high and enthusiasm abundant, and so this year we have formed a Form 6 Choir, who make a great sound together as
heard for the first time at the Carol Service. The following children were recently presented with their Chorister badges: Daisy, Izzy,
Liam, Annabelle, Ava, Batisse, Éire, Finn, Francesca, Gamu and Marissa – and the following with their Choir badges: Alice, Amelie,
Andreas, Charlotte, Georg, Isabella, Kiki, Maisie, Max, Sophie and Tiana.

Form 1 & 2 Ballet Club
There are still some spaces in the Breaktime Ballet Club on Thursday mornings if anyone wishes to start in the New Year. If
interested, please email the Buntingford School of Dance Administration Manager, Zoë Eaglesfield, at
admin@buntingfordschoolofdance.co.uk 



Our second LAMDA STAR of the week is ALEXANDER PETCH,
for listening carefully to and following directions, and joining
in with a positive attitude.



Photograph of the Week
Light Graffiti Photography Project

By Sophie Brennan, Amelie Coomes, GF (Form 6) and Tiana John Rose


