


 

 

The speaking examination lasts  

11-14 minutes, and is divided 

into three parts. It is taken with 

one student and one examiner. 

The listening examination lasts 

for 40 minutes. It is divided into 4 

parts, and involves listening to 

lectures and conversations. 

The reading examination takes 

one hour. It involves reading and 

answering questions about 3 

different texts. 

The writing examination takes 

one hour. It involves two pieces 

of writing; one is descriptive, and 

the other argumentative. 







 

 

 

 

 

Mobile Apps  

IELTS Word Power  

100 questions testing vocabulary in 11 categories ranging from science and technology to work and 

business. 

 

1001 Ways 

1001 Ways is a fun and educative mobile app that allows you to learn English accents from all over the 

world. Watch a video of a person speaking and guess where the person is from. Tests listening skills and 

become an accent expert!  

 

IELTS Tips!  

Familiarise yourself with English accents from all over the world. All you have to do is watch a video of a 

person speaking and guess where the person is from. Test your listening skills and become an accent 

expert!  

 

Quizlet 

An app for learning vocabulary for IELTS. Both you and your teacher can upload vocabulary sets. A great 

tool for making sure you spend time expanding your vocabulary as, with the app on your device, you can 

access it anytime.  

Online Resources  

 

www.takeielts.org– Useful resources and examples of past papers to help you revise  

www.ielts.org—Find out all the information you need about the exam 

www.britishcouncil.org/learning-ielts-success-tips—IELTS Tips for success in Reading, Writing, Speaking 

and Listening  

www.learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/ielts-practice/don’t-get-over-emotional—IELTS interview skills 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watching Speaking Test Videos: 

You can go onto YouTube and watch sample speak-

ing test videos. Be sure to watch the different 

bands (from 5 to 9) - try to learn from the mistakes 

of the low-level examples and pick up useful 

phrases from the higher level ones. 

Betsis, A. & Mamas, L. (2011). Succeed in IELTS. Global ELT. 

9 complete practice tests. Buy this with the Teacher’s Book which has answers and mod-

el writing texts. 

McCarthy, M. & O’Dell, F. (2013). English Vocabulary in Use Advanced. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 

Over 100 units of advanced vocabulary. Each unit has explanations and exercises so is 

well-suited to self-study. 

Hewings, M. (2013). Advanced Grammar in Use. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press 

A self-study book for high level grammar. 



 

 

 

 

For both sections you need to answer at least 30 out of 40 questions correctly. 

Q. Do I have to do IELTS for 2 years? 

A. No, you do it until you score a 7.0 (or 7.5 in some cases). Once you have that, you do not need to do IELTS classes any more 

Q. How much does the examination cost? 

A. The price is £180. We add £10-£15 for transport and administration. The cost will be added to your parents’ end of term bill. 

Q. Do I need to do IELTS if I have another English examination, such as IGCSE Language and Literature or CAE? 

A. No. All universities recognise and accept IELTS, but they also recognise other English examinations too. You will need to talk 

to your teachers about this and carefully research the entry requirements for your chosen universities and courses when you 

make a decision about what examination you would like to take.  

Q. Is IELTS helpful for universities outside the UK? 

A. Yes, in most countries—although it is possible that universities in the United States will want a ‘TOEFL’ examination certifi-

cate. 

Q. Do all international students need to do IELTS? 

A. Yes, although if you come from an English-speaking country there is a possibility that universities will not require it. 

Q. Can I take the examination myself during school holidays? 

A. Yes; if you take it and score your target grade then we will recognise that and you will not need to continue the classes with 

us. 



All teaching at St Edmund’s is rooted in Christ and is taught with regard to Catholic tradition with all 

departments expected to be faithful to our Mission.  Sensitive cultural and social issues are discussed 

appropriately and we believe that the syllabus chosen provides a suitable vehicle for the introduction of 

this subject in a Catholic school and, whilst encouraging critical thinking, takes care to avoid bias. 


