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Celebrating all
achievements

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you all back to
the College at the start of this new academic year.  

I especially offer a warm welcome to our new Elements
cohort and to all other students joining the College and
Prep this September – I hope you are settling in well and
your tutors and peers have helped ease you into
Edmundian life.  I also welcome new staff members and
look forward to the great contribution you will make to
the College and Prep’s on-going success.

We are fast approaching a significant year for the College:
our 450th anniversary will be celebrated in 2018 and we
will celebrate this milestone with a number of events
throughout the year with the entire Edmundian
community.  More details will follow, but we also want to
use this anniversary for reflection,
as a reminder of our heritage and
where we came from.  

It has been said that St Edmund’s
has been fundamental in keeping
the Catholic faith alive in England
and for that we must be proud,
but not forget our role in keeping
the faith for another 450 years.  
I do hope that you will get
involved with the celebrations
and make it a year to remember!

With so much to look forward to over the coming year we
must not forget our priority, which is our students and
their welfare and education.  It is time for all to face the
task in hand and work hard to achieve our God-given
potential.   Avita Pro Fide!

PAULO DURÁN, HEADMASTER 
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Preparing for Science 
Form 5 enjoyed a taster Science lesson over in the College
laboratories.  It was a chance for pupils to don the white coats
and safety goggles and get stuck into some exciting experiments
to get a feel of what it would be like to be a College student.  The
children thoroughly enjoyed themselves, learnt important
techniques and mixed up some colourful rainbow potions. 

A group of eighteen students, identified through our tracking systems and
processes, sat the Further Mathematics GCSE a year early and achieved an
outstanding success with seven A* grades, with two of these being
awarded a distinction and no grade lower than a B.

What a treat it was to sit down this week with our accelerated Mathematics group and enjoy a lunch to
celebrate their achievements this summer.  Looking round the table I saw not just a group of committed
academics but also members of our senior sports teams, outstanding musicians and so much more:
proof of what we aim for here in developing the whole person, to the very highest standards, in mind,
body and spirit.  

There is no let up for them either - they are now covering material that leads directly into, and in some
cases covered by, the A Level syllabus, giving them every advantage in making the right choices for them
at Sixth Form level and beyond.  

Whilst it wasn't a ‘record’ summer of A Level results we congratulate our Rhetoric II cohort of 2016/17
on securing excellent destinations and courses.  Of all entries, 31% were grades A* or A.  Despite reports
of fewer acceptances by universities, nearly all of our
students have secured places at universities of their
choice, with one successful Cambridge acceptance and
38% at the prestigious Russell Group. 

Our GCSE results were impressive and bode very well
indeed for future A Level success from this cohort, the
vast majority of which chose to stay at the College to
continue their studies.  A*/A (including 7 or above)
grades increased by over 6% to 43% with 90% of all
grades achieving A*-C awards.

I thank again all the staff for their dedication to our
students’ academic success; it is particularly pleasing to be seeing the ‘first fruits’ of all the improvements
we have made over the last few years: clearer systems to assist in the tracking of our students’ academic
progress and new posts created to offer a sharper focus on teaching and learning.  

It is a lovely coincidence that Mr Fulford-Brown’s tutor group led Chapel prayer this week with their take
on the parable of the Talents, the passage we also use for our scholars’ service, a great reminder to our
students that our God given gifts are not to be hidden, For the one who has will be given more…     Paulo Durán

Charlie Ponting receiving his AS Results on top of Mont Blanc
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Headmaster’s Book
Congratulations to the following pupils who
were selected to sign the Headmaster’s Book as
recognition for their outstanding work:

Abbie-May Jones EDT

Alice King English

Alicia Chugh Singing Recital

Anita Negbenebor French & Spanish

Benjamin Gikuma Art

Betty Liu EDT

Bosco Juliussen De La Mata Art

Chloe Hoban EDT

Edward Hanley Science

Edward Marshall French & EDT

Ethan MacKenzie - Yapa EDT

Evie Gostling Singing Recital

Francis Butterworth EDT

Georgia Davies English

Isabel Cresci Art

Jasper Mattison EDT

Jessica-Angel McAleese Rhetoric Leavers' Yearbook

Jodie Bailey-Ho Art

Joseph Yagudaev IT

Lily Hawthorne English

Lucy Edmunds French & EDT

Marcus Constantinou Helpfulness

Natasha Polling English

Niamh Hayes IT

Olivia Leftwich English

Oscar MacDonald Biology

Sam Willoughby Library

Sophia Price Ross EDT

Tiffany Hartley Singing Recital

Whitney Udigwe IT

William Taylor Drama

Yossaphol Songsri Spanish & EDT

Our Heads of School, House Captains and Deputies are an important part of the leadership of the
school, not only do they act as important role models for our younger students, they also help with
the day-to-day running and organisation of inter-house events. 

Our congratulatulations go to the following students for being selected for these key roles for the 2017-18
academic year:

Head Boy – James Hanley, Deputies – Marcus Drabwell and Charlie Ponting

Head Girl – Alice Martin, Deputies - Aimee Carhart and Meera Pusparajah

Joint Heads of Boarding – Alfredo Verastegui Davila and Polly Stateva

House Captains – Challoner – Richard Stewart and Louie Seers

Douglass – Karim Tadros and Sicily Scrimali, Pole – Harry Clubley and Mia Kersey,

Poynter – Joseph Roberts and Felicity Bourdillon, Talbot – Benjamin Hart and Christina Thorneycroft.

Heads of School appointed for 2017-18 

Animal Farm
The whole of the EYFS took a fun-filled trip to Willows Farm.  
They enjoyed a tour of the farm, watching a duck show, riding
Tristan the Tractor, holding guinea pigs and feeding some of the
farm animals with the children asking some very good questions. 

We managed to stay reasonably dry and then had lots of fun in
the soft play area.  It was a wonderful day and we broke the Early
Years’ sleepers record, having a total of 15 children having a nap
on the way home!  Thank you to the parents who accompanied
us on this trip. 

Booker Prize 
Each year the CILIP Carnegie Medal is awarded to the most outstanding book for children and young people.
Schools across the country read the shortlist of books, at the same time as the real judges, voting for their own
winner.  The St Edmund’s Book Club members were keen to take the challenge on, reading as many of the books
as possible and then posting their reviews on our special page on the Carnegie website.

The highlight of taking part is a trip to participate in a huge book discussion with students from other schools’
Book Clubs in the East Herts area.  The students selected to represent the College were Sophia Price Ross, Alice
King, Daisy Toruń-Shaw, Mayura Pusparajah, Misha Amin, Molly Gaughan and Sarah Bonnell.  The students were
mixed into groups so they had the opportunity to meet students from other schools and gain new insights on
the books they had been reading, before voting for their favourite book.  The students’ favourite on the day was
Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys, a good choice as this book turned out to be the official winner.   A chance
meeting for our librarian, Mrs Tyne, with Ruta Sepetys saw the girls receive a special signed copy of the winning
book as a well done for their efforts.
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LAMDA Recitals and Exam Successes 
During the week of the LAMDA exams we held two recitals, one for 34 Prep and the other for 18 Pre-Prep children.  
The performers presented selections from their exam pieces to supportive audiences of parents, staff and fellow
performers.  There was a mix of solo and group renditions, comprising poetry and prose pieces, on an interesting and
often entertaining range of subjects.  Several Pre-Prep children answered questions in front of the audience about a
favourite toy or picture, with Miss James (suitably dressed as an examiner, in a pair of Harry Potter glasses) leading the
conversation.  The children impressed with their confident, enthusiastic and expressive delivery – and all from memory. 

Thank you to Miss James, Mrs Easton and Mr Purves who prepared the performers during the popular after-school
Speech and Drama activity sessions.

Congratulations to the fifty-two children who took LAMDA exams this term on their impressive set of results: 
34 Distinctions and 18 Merits.  Form 3’s Megan Crook and Theodora Davis each achieved an incredible 100%.  

Marking our 450th Year
The 450th anniversary of our foundation is now very nearly upon us.  To mark this significant
moment in St Edmund’s history we have launched a commemorative logo.  The logo incorporates
our foundation year, 1568, at its centre that is a direct copy of a transcription from the Douai
Dairies, housed in the College Museum, as written by a priest at the English College in Douai 450
years ago.

You will see this new logo adorning various pieces of College stationery and publicity material over the next year as
well as a number of items of specially commissioned merchandise that will be available in 2018. 

The College will also host a number of celebratory events over 2018 beginning with a Thanksgiving Mass in
Westminster Cathedral on 12th January for the whole school community including staff, students, parents and Old
Edmundians.  More details on this and other events will follow. 

We hope that you will join with us in celebrating this unique point in our history.

SCIENCE ROUND UP

Ciaran Mooney became St Edmund's first applicant 
for this prestigious Engineering Scholarship scheme.  

Following a difficult examination, Ciaran was invited for
interview to elaborate on an engineering project he had
investigated concerning wind farms.  Application for this
scholarship scheme will be open to all Poets in September
2017 who have an interest in studying Engineering at
university.  For application details please contact Dr Eves.

GSK Go4Set Challenge
Two teams of Grammar students entered GSK’s Go4Set
Challenge producing two excellent projects examining
energy usage at school.  Both teams had mentors from
GSK who visited them weekly to check on progress and
assist with their projects. 

Team ‘Brilliance’ focused their project on developing a
prototype dynamo to be attached to the stationary bikes in
the Butler Hall, the goal being to harness the energy
dissipated and meet the power requirements of the hall.

Team ‘Excellence’ tackled the challenge on three fronts.
They investigated if energy saving light bulbs were as
efficient as they claim to be (they are), developed a
programme which could be deployed to shut down school
computers automatically during periods of inactivity and
lastly they designed and built a prototype floor tile,
mounted on springs which generates electricity as you walk
over it.

At the end of the challenge, both teams presented their
finished work to a panel of judges at GSK for which they
received praise for the quality of research, presentations
and their innovative designs.  Both projects are now in line
for submission to the British Festival of Science next year.

Marine Technology Course
Francis Butterworth and Ethan MacKenzie-Yapa both took
part in a Marine Technology course organised by the
Smallpiece Trust who dare young people to think big and
change the world. 

The two boys enjoyed a four-day course at Portsmouth
University where they were introduced to subjects such as
boat design and buoyancy whilst being given the task to
design boats that were fast but would not sink.  They built
their designs and tested their vessels in the local swimming
pool. On the final day, they took part in a competition to
test speed, weight carrying ability and manoeuvrability and
we are pleased to report their boat came second. 

Francis said, “Each day was packed with lectures, trips,
demonstrations and practical work.  We had talks on
boatbuilding, engineering, power and the Navy.  We visited
the historic dockyard in Portsmouth and went aboard HMS
Victory and saw the Mary Rose”.
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Always Striving to Improve 
The summer holidays are always a busy time at the College with
many building development works taking place whilst students and
staff were away for the summer break. 

Our Technical Projects Director, Mr Stuart Winfield, works hard
throughout the year organising the building improvements across the
campus, securing appropriate planning
permissions and project managing works
in term time and holidays.  Our thanks go
to him and all the staff that work hard
over the summer delivering the works
before term starts. 

An electrical upgrade took place in our
kitchens to meet the demands of a
modern kitchen and to ensure that our
catering staff have a safe environment to
work in, whilst serving up the wonderful
food they prepare for the students.  

New sofas and armchairs have been installed in boarding areas along
with new TVs and blu-ray players - all of which help to provide an even
more comfortable living room style feel to our boarding houses. 

A new tannoy bell system has been installed to ensure that the College
and Prep are prepared for any emergency - the new system can be
heard throughout the College and outside.  A new video intercom unit
has also been installed on the main entrance door to Reception to
further enhance security.  There have also been a number of classroom
refurbishments and new interactive whiteboards installed throughout
the building.

As part of the ongoing building development project Stuart Winfield’s
team have converted space within the Music School into a recording
studio and vocal booth.  This exciting new facility has been made
possible with funds raised by the ‘Friends’ of St Edmund’s College. 

We would like to introduce you to the new volunteers on the Friends
Committee: Jayne Howell (Creative Role), Debbie Cooper (Treasurer),
Penny Warburton (Chairperson), Helen Crook (Secretary), Siobhan
Devonald-Smith (2nd hand uniform).  The Friends play an important
role helping to run a number of events in the school calendar and we
thank them all for their time, commitment and enthusiasm to the
Committee and the College and Prep and hope that you will give them
your full support in their fund raising initiatives over the next year. 

Good Sports Day
The Prep enjoyed a wonderfully sunny afternoon for their Sports Day.  Although competition was fierce
between Houses there was lots of good sportsmanship and opportunity for everyone to excel.  There were
many smiles and plenty of support for all the competitors from all the children, parents and staff watching. 

Mayne were the winners of the Grand House Relay with Southworth as overall Sports Day champions.  
Well done everyone! 

Festivals of Science 
A team of Rudiment students took home 1st place in a
forensic challenge at the Salters’ Institute ‘Festivals of
Science’ at London Southbank University.  

There were a number of chemistry challenges during the day, the first was forensics and the team really
enjoyed putting their powers of deduction to the test. There was a chromatography task and a chance to
test chemical reactions - the judges commended the team’s chromatograph work. 
The second challenge was a chemical clock: by mixing sodium thiosulphate and hydrochloric acid, they
had to make the solution fully opaque in two minutes. The day finished with a science demonstration on

chemical reactions,
changes of state and acids
and alkali with many
colour changes and
explosions! 
The team had a fun day
out and were proud to
come back to school as
winners!
Team members: Isabel
Gardner, Alessandro
Ciraolo, Ogorchukwu Ozor
and Jodie Bailey-Ho.
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St Edmund the Scholar

MONITOR TEACHING 
AND LEARNING and

SHARING GOOD
PRACTICE

This VLE based system
focuses on these two areas
and is a means of recording

our strengths and
weaknesses in practice

through peer observation and
feedback, learning walks and

work scrutiny.  

School Leaders need to be
able to evaluate evidence of
practice to ensure a culture

of improvement. 

Teaching and Learning

TEACHING AND
LEARNING

CHAMPIONS

Will be working in 
every department across 

the College.  

These teachers lead in
practice, research and 
review of pedagogy, 

as well as enabling others 
to improve. 

FOCUS ON
PEDAGOGY

Every half term there is a
different pedagogical focus 

for teaching staff to practice.
Peer observations will enable

staff to give and receive
feedback, and review strengths

and weaknesses.  

The pedagogical foci are
Explanations and Modelling, 

Pace and Challenge,
Questioning, Assessment and
Feedback, and Reflective and

Independent Learning.

ENGAGE IN
RESEARCH,

DISCUSSION AND
REVIEW

Teachers will meet more
formally to engage in

research and to review new
teaching techniques, they

will be sharing experiences of
what does and does not work

in a positive and non-
judgmental environment,

where everyone is seeking for
the best in education. 

STUDENT AND STAFF
LEADERSHIP IN

LEARNING

Every department will have
their own Student Leaders in
Learning.  These students will

have the opportunity to
mentor other students,

feedback on curriculum and
represent their subject when

the opportunity arises. 

15-minute lunchtime forums:
A student can be selected to

share a project or piece of work
or a member of staff can share
a method, tool or starter with

other teaching staff. 

In a newly developed role of Assistant Head, Teaching
and Learning, Mrs Catherine Noble will be working with
the Senior Deputy Head, Mrs Kate MacDonald, as part of
an academic team, dedicated to putting the scholarship
of St Edmund at the forefront of everything we do.

Mrs Noble says, “The life of St Edmund is one of scholarship
and is truly outward facing.  St Edmund’s College as a place
of academic pursuit is one he would recognise if he were to
come back today.  A Christ Centred Education is an
incredible challenge and one we set for ourselves every day.
However, it is uncompromising.  We want students to
become who they are and this requires a vision for the
whole person.  

As James Dyson says, “You are just as likely to solve a problem
by being unconventional and determined as by being brilliant”.  

The over-riding aim is to achieve consistency of excellence
in teaching and learning, every day; not something gained
by rote but through developing good habits.  

We aim to foster a culture of researching and practice in
the best methods, through observing, sharing and learning
from each other.  We are role models for our students and
must strive to be the best we can be.”

A number of new initiatives have already been rolled out
this term to ensure that St Edmund’s continues to be at
the forefront of new teaching practice and research.

Already we have established new Teaching and Learning
Champions in every department and forums have been set
up for discussion and debate on new ideas in teaching
along with systems that enable staff to log what works and
what does not.  Students have also been included and are
able to become Student Leaders in Learning and can
feedback on curriculum and represent their subject when
occasions arise. 

His academic leadership and story is empowering our teachers and
students to love learning now and become the best we can be. 



COLLEGE LIFE AUTUMN 20176

Confirmation
We welcomed The Right Reverend Paul McAleenan
to the College to celebrate the Sacrament of
Confirmation.  This year we had three boarders
celebrating this sacrament, Bosco Juliussen De La
Mata, John Chikoye Kasolo and Nana Adjei. 

The students, who had attended weekly
preparation classes with Mrs Peirce, showed a
deep desire to know more about their faith
combined with a true sense of the spiritual.  The
candidates read and led the bidding prayers and
took part in the offertory procession.  Each
candidate was joined by family or friends and
were supported by students and staff in the
boarding community.

Pilgrimage to 
Walsingham

A group of students, parents and staff went on pilgrimage to Walsingham 
in Norfolk, which in medieval times was one of the Great European Pilgrimages.

The Shrine of Our Lady at Walsingham was established in
1061 when Richeldis de Faverches prayed that she might
undertake some special work in honour of Our Lady.  In
answer to her prayer, the Virgin Mary led her in spirit to
Nazareth, showed her the house where the Annunciation
occurred and asked her to build a replica in Walsingham to
serve as a perpetual memorial of the Annunciation.

In 1538, the Reformation led to the Priory property to be
handed over to the King's Commissioners and the famous
statue of Our Lady of Walsingham was taken to London
and burnt.  Nothing remains today of the original shrine,
but its site is marked on the lawn in the Abbey Grounds 
in the village. 

After the destruction of the Shrine, Walsingham ceased to
be a place of pilgrimage.  Devotion was necessarily in secret
until after Catholic Emancipation, in 1829, when public
expressions of faith were allowed. 

For our trip, Fr Peter prepared for us a brief history of the
Slipper Chapel and the Catholic Shrine of Our Lady, located
at a stopping place one mile from Walsingham.  This was
where pilgrims traditionally stopped off to remove their
shoes to walk the last mile bare-foot.  

At noon, we joined several other pilgrim groups of Catholics
for Mass at the modern minor Basilica of Our Lady at
Walsingham.   

After a picnic lunch, we walked the Holy Mile 
whilst praying the rosary.  Arriving at the Anglican Shrine we
took part in the sprinkling service which consisted of some
prayers and then the opportunity to be blessed, drink the
water and have it poured over our hands.

To finish our trip we visited the Orthodox shrine.  It was a
wonderful day and lovely to spend time together whilst
contemplating on the incarnation.
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Stronger Ties with Spain
We are delighted to continue building links with Stella Maris, a Catholic
school in Madrid, by welcoming our new religious volunteer Br Rafael Palos
Hidalgo.  Br Rafael will be assisting with religious life as well as helping out in
other areas of the school such as sport and boarding during his year with us. 

Rhetorician, Fionnuala Marshall spent two weeks over the summer
volunteering in Stella Maris:  “This was a wonderful opportunity for me to
practice and improve my Spanish speaking skills and to learn more about the
culture before starting A Level Spanish in Rhetoric I. 

I worked in the school helping the younger children with different activities and
was able to practise my language skills more intensely with the teachers.  I must
admit that at first, it was a scary experience; however, it was not long until I
could start to enjoy my time, understanding more of what was going on.  It was
also wonderful to meet Brother Rafael before he arrived at the College. I would
like to thank Fr Alvaro and everyone at Stella Maris for the amazing experience.”

Our annual Sleep Out event in aid of the homeless, raised
£1,059.  On the evening itself, staff and students spent time
exploring some of the issues facing children living with the
threat of eviction and constantly moving around temporary
accommodation.  We also had a time of prayer reflecting on
the concept that we are made in God’s image and are all
brothers and sisters in Christ.  The evening ended with some
singing before we settled down on the cold, hard floor of the
Galilee Chapel to sleep.  

The money raised is used to buy ‘Vinnie Packs’ which are
distributed by the St Vincent de Paul Society to the homeless.
The packs consist of a hat, gloves, thermal blanket, socks and
basic toiletries.

The evening gave all concerned the opportunity to thank God
for the many blessings we have whilst also finding a concrete
way to put love into action.

Facing Cold, Hard Reality

New Faces
at St Ed’s 
We are delighted to welcome new teaching
staff to St Edmund’s team this year.  We wish
them all well and look forward to their
contributions to Edmundian life. 

Mr Charles Upton
Head of Business Studies and Economics 

Mrs Nicola Schiff
Head of Drama

Mr Mohammad Arif
Teacher of ICT and Mathematics

Mr Nicholas Eliasson
Subject Leader, Teacher of Psychology

Mr Christopher Holt
Teacher of Latin

Mrs Julie Fletcher-Dyer
Head of Boarding 

Miss Jennifer Warnes
KS2 Class Teacher in the Prep
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Junior Vocal Recital 
The Music School’s last recital of year took place with Bounds
students, and two Prep pupils, doing a wonderful job of keeping
everyone entertained with a mix of classical, folk and pop songs.

Edward Marshall opened the evening with a fabulous rendition
of Fly Me to the Moon followed by Hester Evans, who despite
being amongst many older students, held her own and gave an
enchanting performance of She’s Like the Swallow, an old
Canadian folk song. 

Other highlights from the evening were Honeysuckle Plummer,
singing Banks of Allen Water, performing with real conviction.
Lisa Oguto gave a delightful & engaging rendition of Bali High
from South Pacific as did Caspian Plummer with his lively
performance of Luck Be A Lady.  Rory Chick sang beautifully with
his version of When You Say Nothing At All, as did Esther Burton
performing My Heart Will Go On. Lucia Martin & Jessie Roberts,
who both gave excellent performances of pop songs by Rhianna
and Duffy, rounded off the evening in style.   

Virtual World Tour
Google Expeditions visited the College to give some of
our Geography students a virtual trip around the world
from the comfort of their own classrooms. 

Google Expeditions brought all the technology needed 
and taught Miss Heinrich and Mrs Pitman how to guide the

students on virtual trips to places such as the Great Barrier Reef, the Great Wall of China and even into outer
space.  The expeditions are collections of linked virtual reality content, specifically virtual reality panoramas -
360° panoramas and 3D images - annotated with details and points of interest that make them easy to
integrate into the curriculum. 

The students were amazed at how real their experience was with many moving about trying to touch the virtual
landscapes they had been transported to.  

Rhetorician 
for a Day 
Each year the College runs a taster day where Syntax students are
able to immerse themselves in Rhetoric life to give them a first-hand
understanding of the St Edmund’s Sixth Form experience. 

Daniel Garvin reports on his day:

There was a sense of excitement as everyone came into school wearing
business attire as a Rhetorician usually would. 

I ventured, for the first time, into the King Room, where we were
introduced to the Unifrog website by Mr Powell, Co-Director of
Rhetoric. 
Having seen older students go through what can seem a complicated
process of searching for universities, we are definitely fortunate to have
such an easy-to-use system at our disposal.  After this, I had an A Level
taster lesson in Music, where we were given briefs to compose over, as
an A Level class would. 

During break, we were allowed into the Rhetoricians’ Coffee Shop to
buy refreshments.  After break, I attended an English Literature and an
Economic A Level taster class.  Both lessons were thought-provoking
and gave valuable insight into the A Level courses.  During the lunch
break, students returned to the Coffee Shop and we were treated to a
'Live Lounge' musical performance that we all enjoyed. 

The final session of the day was again in the King Room, where Mr
Powell spoke to us about Rhetoric life and the opportunities open to us
during our two years in Sixth Form.  Overall, I really enjoyed the day and
found it useful to have such a great insight into the world of Rhetoric
study and life. 

Prep’s Big
Camp Out!
The children in Form 2 spent the night
camping out on the Prep School field.  They
were helped by their Mums and Dads in the
morning to put up their tents and then, after
school, they changed into their own clothes
to enjoy the evening together.  The children
loved setting up their beds and playing
games around the campsite and rounders
down on the front fields.  After an outdoors
dinner, with the children doing their own
washing up and more games, they got ready
for bed and settled down for some sleep. 

We were all up very early in the morning
and enjoyed a hearty breakfast of sausages,
beans, croissants and cereal before packing
up our tents and heading home.

The children thoroughly enjoyed themselves
and their behaviour was excellent; the staff
that had volunteered to stay had great fun
with them too.



THE NEWSLETTER OF ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE & PREP SCHOOL 9

Prep Pupils Enjoy Experiencing
a Whole New World!

What a wonderful and enjoyable adventure our Prep staff and children experienced in back in
June, transported by bus (rather than flying carpet) from the Prep to Hertford Theatre to perform
their splendid, shining, shimmering version of Disney’s Aladdin - an upbeat musical with its exotic
setting, vivid characters and memorable songs.

The choice of Aladdin presented several interesting challenges to exercise the creative imagination
of the show’s director, Mr Purves. The genuine flying carpet, pyrotechnics to announce the arrival
of ‘Genie’ and a ‘magic’ box hiding a confetti cannon which particularly appealed to the children.  

Form 6, in a dazzling array of costumes, excelled themselves in their lead roles, some of which
involved long sections of solo singing - even from the dizzying heights of the flying carpet.  The
children portrayed their characters with conviction, bringing out the humour and wit in the script.
Form 6 were supported by an enthusiastic chorus of Form 3 to 5 children, dressed in brightly
coloured tops and harem pants (kindly provided by parents).   The chorus enjoyed their singing and
dancing roles, which culminated in the show-stopping encore A Friend Like Me.  The frequently
changing atmospheric sets and lighting, the variety of striking props (including two remarkable
elephant heads created by Mrs Roper, Miss Dee and the Prep ‘Props Club’) all contributed to the
marvellous spectacle.  

Prep staff played crucial roles during rehearsals and performances, ably assisted by a team of
Rhetoric students.  We were fortunate to be led and guided by the professional sound, lighting and
stage team used to putting on shows at Hertford Theatre. 

This was a stunning production for all to witness and take part in, with many an individual
performance to be proud of  – congratulations to all! 

Playing with Words
St Edmund’s had the pleasure of welcoming, Dan Freedman,
the author of the popular Jamie Johnson series of football-
themed books and the new Jamie Johnson TV series on CBBC.  

Dan enthralled our Elements and Rudiments students, talking
about his love of football and how this led to his work as a
journalist for the Football Association and travelling the world
with the England football team.  

Dan proved very popular with the students with many
queueing up to get a signed copy of one of his books. 

Thought Provoking
Speeches
The standard for this year’s Public Speaking Competitions
were extremely high prompting the English Department to
arrange for some of the finalists to deliver their speeches to
Elements and Rudiments to promote critical thinking.

Edward Marshall and Vitoria Filkova both spoke movingly about
the effect bullying has on its victims; Amaani Khan had
researched the harmful effects of smoking; Daniel Garvin took
a more humorous approach and discussed how pointless the
penny has become; Sophia Price Ross questioned the morality
of being able to create ‘designer babies’; Abbie-May Jones gave
a touching account of
what it means to be a
young carer; Tobi
Unuefa questioned
whether blood is
thicker than water; and
Antonella Pittaluga
conveyed her sadness
at the political disaster
that has befallen her
home country,
Venezuela.

Elements and
Rudiments listened
with interest and then
had the opportunity to ask questions.  The questions were not
only about the chosen topics but how speakers had tackled
research, how long it took to write a speech and how they
had felt standing in front of an audience.  All of this will be
valuable information when these younger students move into
Grammar and take part in the competition themselves.
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Artistic Talents
on Display

The College was delighted to welcome parents and
friends to view the A Level Art Exhibition. 

A variety of media had
been utilised to create
the artworks, with an
impressive range of
styles on display.
From the eye-catching
dress made from
paper to modern art
interpretations and
everything in between,
the students had
worked hard on
creating interesting
and thoughtful pieces to impress the examiners.  Once again,
the students did themselves proud with their work and the
exhibition displayed great maturity and creativity.

The New Marquee Club
In Trinity term there was a new addition to the Quad - a ‘Gig Tent’ was
set up for Grammar and Rudiments, giving them the fabulous
opportunity to perform live music in a relaxed environment and get a
taste of what it is like to play in front of a live audience.

Students including Theodora Michaelides, Evie Gostling, Olivia Douglass,
Lucy Edmunds and Anita Negbenebor have already performed a range of
songs from Riptide to Wonderwall playing their acoustic guitars and
keyboards.  A performance from Caspian Plummer on guitar and Edward
Marshall accompanying him on the piano went down a storm.  

Students have been able to show off their musical abilities in front of 
their peers, gradually gaining confidence and getting over their nerves.  
The first couple of performances have been so successful that we 
already have budding musicians lined up, rehearsing and ready to go 
for the next sessions!

Famous Five Go Mad in Devon 

The children had a wonderful time challenging
themselves at PGL this year, there was something for
everyone, ranging from quad biking, archery and zip
wiring to the terrifying 'leap of faith' trapeze and high
ropes challenge.  The glorious local beach also proved a hit
with the children as they learnt how to surf the waves on
body boards and enjoyed team beach games on the sand.

More madcap fun followed in the evenings in the form of
'Wacky Races', 'Robot Wars' and campfire singalongs
complete with toasted marshmallows.  
Sadly, the week whizzed by all too quickly and the
children had to head home and say goodbye to Beam
House for another year... 
just enough time to regain our voices ready for next May!

This time it wasn’t the children from an Enid Blyton book, but Prep’s Form 5 who travelled five hours to Devon, to
be greeted by glorious weather and then immediately threw themselves into all the activities on offer. 

Tree’s the Magic Number
We are all keen to reduce our impact on the
environment and ten of our Rhetoricians taking
their public examinations were happy to do their bit
in Trinity term.  Students, with the help of Mr Wrega
and his team, planted ten trees along the drive in
front of the College to replace the trees that would
be cut down to produce the paper that they use
during their A Level examinations.  Planting these
trees is not only environmentally friendly, they also
increase the natural beauty of the grounds as well
as being a lasting memory for students who, by the
time they read this, will have left the College for
pastures new. 
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The Trinity term was a busy one for
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
participants from the College. 

The Bronze groups completed both
their Practice and Assessed Expeditions
in the New Forest.  For many this was
the first time being completely self-

sufficient whilst map reading, navigating and walking across
unfamiliar terrain.  

We also had our first ever group complete their Bronze
Expedition by bicycle and they thoroughly enjoyed the
whole experience.  They all worked extremely well in teams
and we look forward to seeing many students progress onto
their Silver Awards. 

The Silver students completed a challenging Assessed
Expedition in the Peak District where they encountered all
sorts of weather to test their resolve and keep them on
their toes!

Extending Himself
With the support of the College, Rhetorician Luke
Seabrook is currently undertaking his Extended
Project Qualification.  The EPQ is a student led
project that equates to half an A Level’s worth of
UCAS points.  The qualification helps students
develop and demonstrate their project
management skills and provides opportunities for
extended writing, both of which are highly valued
for progression to higher education and
eventually employment.

The EPQ is a stand-alone qualification and is
often taken by students to in addition to their A
Level studies.  The outcome of the project can be
a design, performance, report, dissertation or
artefact.  Luke describes his chosen project: 

“For my EPQ I am building a cloud chamber.  A
cloud chamber allows you to see the path of
ionising radiation as a small vapour trail in the
chamber.  I am going to try to deflect them using
magnetic fields.  The base of the chamber has to
be kept very cold for it to work, around -26ºC at
most.  Cloud chambers were a common tool
between the 1920s and 1950s but were replaced
with more useful and accurate tools.”

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

Boarders Leavers’ Dinner 
At the end of last term, Rhetoric II boarders and members of staff came together for the Leavers’ Dinner.  This was a very
special event with beautiful speeches made by our Heads and Deputies of Boarding.  They spoke of their experience in
boarding, within the College and living in another country.  This was also the perfect occasion to thank Mr Barber for his
wonderful contribution to the boarding community.  Since he arrived at the College six years ago, he has been an enthusiastic
supporter of boarding and a great presence, we all wish him the very best in his retirement. 

Trinity term has been extremely busy with Poets and Rhetoricians focused on their exams, the King Room has been a hive of
studious activity in the evenings and at weekends, with boarding staff on hand offering considerable amounts of support in
numerous subjects.

Aside from study, the students have also enjoyed a wide variety of weekend visits including Thorpe Park, St Albans, wake
boarding, Cambridge, the cinema, paintballing and go karting. 

Biology Olympiad  
A Level students took part in the British Biology
Olympiad challenge with the aim of allowing
them to demonstrate their biology knowledge
and expand and extend their talents.  

Alvaro Sanchez Martinez and Alex Cass
achieved Silver and Bronze medals respectively,
both only missing the level above by the
smallest of margins.  This is a challenging
competition and all the participants are to be
commended for taking part. 

Alvaro, pictured here in the lab, helping to
inspire the next generation of biology students.
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Healthy Competition

Unusually we were blessed with sunshine throughout the day which gave the students perfect conditions to
show off their sporting talents.  The morning was dedicated to field events such as javelin, shot putt, high jump
and long jump; with the afternoon taken over by an array of track events.  Everyone was keen to represent their
House to the best of their ability and there was some fierce competition.  Amongst the friendly House rivalry,
students could be heard cheering on their friends from the side line and showing great support for all. 

Congratulations to all those who trained hard, took part and gave their all on the day!  Our thanks also goes to
everyone who worked so hard to make the day such a success.

On a sunny day in May the students from the College came together to
compete in the annual Track and Field event better known as Sports Day! 

Preps’ Netballing Stars
The U11A netball team took 2nd place in a recent Netball Rally.
They were in magnificent form as they played amazingly well to
win six out of their seven games.  Congratulations for taking the
silver medal place!

The U11B team also took part in the Netball Rally.  They played
really well throughout the morning, their performances improved
and they looked very strong in some of their games, winning
one and drawing two. Their effort was rewarded with 5th place.         

The U11A Hi-5 netball team were delighted to take 1st place in
the Netball County Finals.  They won all of their group games
convincingly as they looked strong and well prepared for their
County Finals day.  Once more, the opposition were finding it
difficult to keep up with the speed of our players’ passing and
movement with some games being won by large margins.  In the
final, the match was a nail-biter as both teams scored one after
another.  However, we scored in the final minute to take the lead.
St Edmund’s Prep ‘A’ have now been crowned as County
Champions for the third successive year!

When the times had been checked, distances measured and the final scores counted,
Douglass House was declared the overall winner for the day!

Individual winners were:

Boys’ Intermediate Victor Ludorum – Oliver Martin

Boys’ Junior Victor Ludorum –  George Thompson

Girls’ Intermediate Victrix Ludorum – Antonella Pittaluga

Girls’ Junior Victrix  Ludorum – Shannon Hunt
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Page Turners for Prep 
The Rudiments English class have completed a project
to create individual storybooks for children in the Prep. 

Each student was assigned a ‘buddy’ in the Prep and went
to meet them to gather information to help them write a
story their buddy would love.  Vocabulary choices were
considered and judgements made about the number of
words to include on each page.  The next stage was to
decide what illustrations to include and whether to
attempt a pop-up page. 

The results were impressive as the students had gone to
great lengths to ensure that the books were something
that their buddy would enjoy.   The Rudiment students
then sat with their buddy, read their book to them and
presented the completed book as a gift.  Excitement filled
the room as the Prep children clearly enjoyed hearing the
personalised stories and receiving their unexpected gift.  

It was a celebration of
the children’s wonderful
creativity and hard work.
The exhibits ranged from
drawings and paintings
to clay work and large
scale sculptures.  

Art Exhibition 
Prep School

We were delighted to host our Annual Prep
School Art Exhibition in June for parents, staff

and College students to view the children’s
artistic efforts over the academic year.  

We were delighted that such a large number of family
and friends came to support the event - the feedback
from all visitors was fantastic and really encouraging for 
our young artists.

Musical Success
The Music School has had an extremely
busy and successful year holding
Examination Days for three different
Boards with over 85 students sitting Voice
& Instrumental exams.  The standard has
been very high and the students have
achieved a fantastic set of results. 

Our London College of Music Musical Theatre
Examinations were a particular success with
nineteen Distinctions and eleven Merits
awarded with the highest marks awarded to
Lily Hawthorne, Rhetoric and Lucia Martin,
Rudiments.  

Thank you to our Peripatetic teachers,
Margaret Taylor and Tom Veasey, for all their
hard work in preparing the students for their
exams.

The ABRSM and Trinity Practical Examinations
were very positive with a large number of
Distinctions and Merits awarded for singing,
violin, classical guitar, clarinet and saxophone.  
Congratulations to all the students on a
wonderful set of results. 

For those students learning instruments
outside school, we are an Examination
Centre running exams twice a year in the
Michaelmas and Lent terms.  You are
welcome to come and sit your
examinations here in the Music School. 
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Boys’ Athletics
The U13 and U15 boys competed in all areas of Track and
Field events in the Hertfordshire District League with
success.  In the Track events Tobenna Abana and Oliver
Martin have demonstrated their quickness and speed and
won several races.  Oliver also qualified for the County
Championships where he made the finals in his age group.
In the long distance races, Bryce Johnson and Zach
Sherlock performed well against some tough runners.
Bryce took gold in the 800m Ware match.  In the jumping,
Alasdair Hunt and
Oliver Martin
competed very well in
the triple jump and
both continue to
challenge for medals in
all fixtures.  Oliver
continued his success
by finishing 2nd in the
County Championships
in the Triple Jump.
Athletes have
competed in matches
across the county this
season and have
demonstrated an
outstanding work ethic
in all events. 

Girls’ Athletics
The Hertfordshire County Athletics League saw excellent
performances from Antonella Pittaluga in the 800m and
discus, Toni Akinola in the 100m and Shannon Hunt in the
200m. Notable mentions also go to Isabel Gardner in the
high jump and Georgia Davies in the 800m. 

Ella Wansel has
continued her
success on the track
by taking part in her
biggest competition
of the season at the
National
Championships held
at Bedford
International
Stadium in August.
She qualified for the
finals of the 200m
with a new PB of
24.51.  She
continued her excellent form running a fantastic bend and
in contention for the silver medal right to the line just
being pipped by thousands of a second, however she ran a
further improved time and a new PB of 24.42.   To add to
her success, Ella has also recently picked up Young Sports
Performer of the Year at the East Herts Sports Awards.
Congratulations Ella, keep up the good work!

Sport for all

Cricket 
The Elements side made a very positive start to the
season winning their first two matches against Chigwell
and St Albans in convincing fashion.  In the County Cup
against Bishop’s Stortford High School, Charlie Keeley
and Harris Khan produced a fine batting display to
snatch a well-deserved victory. 

Early on in the season the Rudiments boys won by 71
runs against Chigwell School with some good displays in
batting by Joshua Sowter, Thomas Lewy and Finlay Kelly.
From a fielding perspective, the boys have made good
progress on their accuracy of their bowling; this has
resulted in some excellent bowling statistics with Myles
George recording 1-2 and Ronan Padhair recording 1-1. 

A notable Grammar performances at Chigwell, where
the boys bowled the opposition out for 62.  Everyone
chipped in but the particular highlight was Oliver
Dervish who got three wickets in four balls.  Special
mention goes to Tobe who in his first ever innings in a
cricket match managed to hit their best bowler for three
consecutive 4’s off of his first three balls.  The boys got
back to winning ways against Sele with an impressive
batting performance, scoring 150 with the big hits
coming from Jonathan Fry, Rory Chick and Ronnie
Stephens.  Tidy bowling meant we managed to bowl
them all out for 60.  Some great overall progress this
season.

The Syntax boys have performed well this season and
won at home to Chigwell and St Albans.  The team has
some strong batsmen in Oliver Luck and Ed Hanley who
have contributed well and accelerated the run rate in
matches.  Freddie Knight and Oliver Luck bowled
exceptionally well in the fixture against Dame Alice 

Owen’s in the County Cup Final only to be defeated in
the last few overs.  

With three of the five scheduled 1st XI matches
cancelled due to the weather and opposition being
unable to field teams the boys were restricted to just
two matches this year.  The first pitted them against
Forest and they suffered a 41 run defeat, despite a good
bowling display wickets were given away far too easily
resulting in a heavy defeat.  The second match saw the
College side take on an Old Edmundian side in a 35 over
contest.  The OE side posted a challenging total of 194
but strong batting performances from both James
Hanley and Oliver Luck was enough to secure the win
with three overs to spare.  A fine victory for the College.

Boys’ Tennis
The Tennis teams have performed exceptionally well this term
and won their respective County Leagues.  The Aegon
Championships have been a great success over the last three
years and the College has maintained its consistency.  The
junior side had two fixtures against John Warner and St John’s
School, which they won successfully.  Leonardo Rumalean,
Oliver Welsby, Joseph Shenouda, Connor Roche and Myles
George are a talented group of players.  All players are dynamic
on the court and have exceptional tactical knowledge.  The
U15 side also won their county league.  Max Davies, Leon
George, Justin Igarde and Leo Carr played wonderful tennis
against Bishop’s Stortford College and won in straight sets
against John Warner School.

Girls’ Tennis
Congratulations to the girls who were in the U15 and U13
Aegon tennis teams who both made it out of the group stages
for the first time.

Girls’ Football 
Congratulations to the U13 football team who were
winners of the annual Haileybury Tournament beating
Chigwell 2-0 in the final.  The team were dominant from
the start with excellent football being played. Georgia
Davies was excellent in centre midfield.  She distributed
the ball with ease around the pitch to the left and right
midfielders of Shannon Hunt, Remy Hudson-Clements
and Freya Kavanagh, who kept their width and exploited  
the space available.  Centre forward, Mia Lucas played
well, creating several chances on goal and scoring some
brilliant goals. Natalia Negri made excellent saves and
kept a clean sheet for the tournament, well done.  This
was aided by well-timed tackles made by the defensive
players of Brooke John, Libby Tyrrell  and Ayla Heslop-
Moore. 

We are also proud to
report that Natalia
Negri has been
signed to Arsenal’s
U14 XI side!  Natalia
has been training
with the team since
August and has
played a few games,
one being against LA
Galaxy.  Good luck
for the new season!
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Netball 
Sportswear company Mizuno has appointed
Courtney Fern as their first junior netball
ambassador.  They describe Courtney as a ‘multi-
talented athlete’ with her rapid netball
progression catching their eye.  She has also been
selected to play for Wasps U17 netball team - well
done Courtney!

Dance 
As part of her dance school, Bella Uzoka
represented England in the U14 tap group section
of the Dance World Cup held in Offenburg,
Germany.  She was part of a tap group that came
2nd, securing a silver medal for England.  England
then went on to win the competition overall.
Great job Bella!

The trip to India this summer was life
changing.  We were so lucky to have Mr
Mohana as our guide, meaning that we
were able to see Bangalore in a different
light to the thousands of other tourists
that might also be lucky enough to visit
India.

To choose one event that stood out would
be impossible, as every experience
unearthed new sights, sounds, smells and
emotions, but for me, having the chance to
meet so many of the local people was
definitely a highlight.  From the children in
the village schools of Kanamalapalli and
Gangasandra, to the Sixth Form students of
Bishop Cotton, they all welcomed us with
smiles and were proud to show us their
schools.  Whilst many were only able to
speak limited English, and none of us fluent
in the local dialect Kanada, this did not
stop us connecting and enjoying each
other’s company. 

Money raised prior to the trip meant we
were able to buy sandals, toys, rucksacks,
stationery, sweets and ice cream for the
children in the village schools.  I will never
forget the excited and sometimes
bewildered looks on their faces receiving
the gifts.  It was such a humbling
experience to see happiness in children
that have so little. 

We also had the opportunity to take part
in cultural activities including, visiting
Hindu temples, the National Park (along
with elephants, tigers and black bears!) the
Mysore Palace Illuminations and a road trip
on a Tuk Tuk.  

However, no trip to India whould be
complete without a mention of the food.
With the local cuisine available for
breakfast, lunch and dinner, we all tried a
variety of curried dishes, homemade breads
and Southern Indian snacks. 

With so much to see and do no write-up
could possibly do the trip justice.  There
were so many experiences that I have not
been able to mention, and the ones
included certainly lack all the little details,
but come and speak to any of us, and we
would be more than happy to talk to you
about it.  I would strongly advise, if you are
lucky enough to have to chance to go on
this trip.  I know that as a group, we would
all recommend it and we will never forget
the experience.

Bangalore 
Experiences galore

exploring

Head Girl, Alice Martin, recalls her experiences...
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Here are some of the Activities that our students took part in: 

Food Mad at The Cookery in Hoddesdon. Three days were
spent baking a wide range of products from crusty bread
to Chelsea buns to apple turnovers with homemade puff
pastry.  Students made and decorated gateaux, made
chocolate ganache, truffles and were then introduced to
the joys of Thai cookery.  A very yummy experience!

The Zoo Keeper Experience at Paradise Wildlife Park.
After learning about conservation issues and how zoos
help to increase populations of endangered species our
students got to explore the Park.  They encountered many
animals including penguins, tigers and various species of
monkeys.  The highlight was definitely the ‘up-close-and-
personal meeting’ with the meerkats, some of whom used
our students as ideal vantage posts!

An exciting day was had at the English School of
Falconry, Bird of Prey Centre near Bedford.  Students
were able to see many birds of prey up close including
owls, eagles and falcons and watched some amazing flying
demonstrations and were enthralled to witness these
magnificent birds landing within a metre of their seats!
They were also able to hold a bald eagle on their arms!
Falconry skills were tested on the flying field as each
student got to fly a barn owl around the area.

The animal theme continued with a visit to Woburn
Safari Park where students met lemurs, penguins,
monkeys, giraffes and zebras to name but a few.  They
observed some of the smaller animals being fed then had
the opportunity to venture out onto the lake in pedalos.
In the afternoon, on a guided safari, they encountered the
larger animals such as lions, rhinoceroses and elephants.
Luckily, this time, no monkeys managed to climb onto the
coach to pull the windscreen wipers off! 

The Ultimate Adventure trip lived up to its name!  On
arrival at the Snow Centre in Hemel Hempstead the
students chose to either snowboard or ski.  From first
timers to the pros, they all enjoyed the day out on the
slopes.  Day two, was the dizzy heights of the high ropes in
Milton Keynes with Matthew Kiwanuka leading the way to
finish the course in a record time.  The ‘best day’ according
to most of the students was wakeboarding on Willen Lake
in Milton Keynes.  26 degrees, wakeboarding, sunshine and
ice cream – you can’t go wrong!

A number of our RAF cadets visited RAF High Wycombe
where they were treated to a tour of the base and learnt
about its history including its famous Air Chief Marshall, 
A T Harris.

Activities
Week

Our annual Activities Week had no problem living up to it’s name - as it was as action packed
and diverse as ever, with several residential visits including a hockey tour to Holland, a
football tour to Manchester, a German cultural trip and the Elements adventure trip to Italy.
Adventure also awaited those students who stayed closer to home for the week including
Zoo Keeper Experience, Ultimate Adventure Day, Sport and Outdoor Fanatic, Photography,
Exploring Science, Creative Bug, Water and Outdoor Sports, Food Mad and CCF Camps –
there was something definitely for everyone...

UEA Trip

“As part of our Higher Education Activities Week, Rhetoric I spent the day at
the University of East Anglia to look around a university campus and gain
guidance on writing personal statements for our applications.

The day began with a guidance lecture on structuring and writing UCAS
personal statements, something each student must write and submit to the
universities of our choice very soon.

Splitting up into smaller groups, we toured the campus viewing the sports
centre, the student union hub and some of the subject departments. 
Sitting on the steps overlooking the student square and eating lunch gave
us a real feel of what life as a student could be like.  In the afternoon we
had the chance to ask questions to the student ambassadors from the
University – this was a brilliant chance to get the inside story on life as a
student, from subject choice to student loans.  A day well spent and a great
experience for us all.”                                                

Rhetoric Enterprise Day at Artshed studios 

As part of Activities Week, Rhetoric students spent the day at Artshed
studios, working in teams to create a product using recycled or upcycled
materials.  Advance preparation helped to develop a group identity, product
ideas and source materials.

On the day, students assigned themselves particular roles within the group,
including Product Designer and Design Assistants, Project Manager, Financial
Manager and Marketing, Sales and Digital media.  A wide range of
professionals including accountants, business people and artists were on
hand to advise and support them through the day. 

Students gave a short presentation on their product and received useful
feedback from the team of professionals.  Product designs included a clock
made from clients’ favourite records, a website to exhibit and promote
recycled cans made into beautiful gifts for storage and an extendable table
made from recycled wood.  The winning team designed and made a
prototype of a waterproof mattress to use following flooding.  The mattress
was filled with a mixture of waterproof and recycled materials.  It was an
exciting project which met a
global need and made excellent
use of materials normally put 
to waste.

The Rhetoric students were a
credit to the school, fully
embracing the project and its 
eco-friendly brief.
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Prep Footballing Feats
After winning the South Central Regional Qualifiers the
Prep U11A Girls’ Football squad went on to play at St
George’s Park in the ISFA National Girls’ Football Finals. 

During the trip, the girls were lucky enough to watch the
England Ladies team training, going through their paces in
preparation for the European Championships.  This was an
amazing opportunity to get close to the superstars of the
women’s game, a real inspiration.   The girls played their
hearts out throughout the day and the matches were
closely contested. Our defensive record was impressive
with five of the matches ending in a 0-0 draw.  The team
finished with a play-off game for 7th/8th place and again
the end score was 0-0 but this time it went to penalties.
Our opposition scored two to our one from the spot that
left us in eighth place overall.  This brought a fantastic day
to a close, with the girls playing some excellent football
and competing very well against all of the other schools.
Well done everyone!

The U11A football team have secured a place in the
County Finals by winning the Wix Quarter Finals round.
Playing against three other district winners in one of two
groups, we needed to finish in the top two to progress
through to the County Finals.  The team secured victory in
the first two matches ensuring our place in the Finals. Father’s Day Celebration

The children in the Pre Prep welcomed their Dads, and other male role models, into their classrooms to
celebrate Father’s Day with them.  Our guests had tea and coffee, along with biscuits that had been specially
decorated for them. 

The children had also made cards
and gifts and read some of their
work out to the visitors.  Each class
had also prepared a song to share
and these were a lovely tribute to
all the things that their Dads have
done for them.

It was a lovely celebration enjoyed
by both the children and their
special guests.

Prizeworthy Performances
The Prep children gave a wonderful Performing Arts interlude at Prize Giving.  

Forms 3-4 Speech and Drama Club gave a rendition of the entertaining Supply Teacher by Allan Ahlberg.  They
were followed by Forms 5-6 Club with a lively account of Spike Milligan’s The ABC.  The Young Voices Choir
performed You’re the Voice with impressive feeling and focus.  Next, confident and polished solo performances
by Form 6 musicians: Hester Evans and Ben Thomas sang traditional songs and Freya Lund a flute arrangement
of Smoke Gets in Your Eye.  Finally, Form 6, led by the Choristers, reminded us all of the recent success of
Aladdin with a heartfelt performance of A Whole New World.

Continuing the Performing Arts theme the children from Forms 1 and 2 gave a wonderful Music, Drama and
Dance Performance to a delighted audience of parents, grandparents and staff.  We were treated to solos on
the piano, cello and guitar along with poems, songs and dance numbers.  The children showed great
determination and focus and entertained us all!


