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What a wonderful way to mark the beginning of 
our 450th year with a thanksgiving Mass celebrated
at Westminster Cathedral by our Priest in Residence, 
Fr Peter Lyness.  Old Edmundians joined the whole
College, along with Year 5 and 6 from the Prep, for
this unique occasion.  There was not a spare seat to
be had as OEs travelled from far and wide on a fresh
January afternoon to worship together. 

During his homily, Fr Lyness reminded the
congregation how important St Edmund’s College 
has been to the Catholic faith in England.  “Without

the unshakeable faith of our founding fathers and 
the dogged determination of those who followed 
in their footsteps, it is quite probable that the light 
of the Catholic faith, revealed by God and given by
Christ to his Apostles and handed on by their
successors, would have been extinguished in this
country – this land of saints - forever.”

OE Paul Evernden (91-97), now a composer and
clarinetist, kindly composed a piece of music for the
Mass Ego Veni Loqui.  This was a moving piece based 

A letter from the Headmaster
Dear Edmundians,

We are well into our 450th anniversary year
and what a wonderful time it has been so far!
Our thanksgiving Mass was a magnificent
occasion and it was a pleasure to see so
many of you there.  The New Orleans US
Reunion was a whistle stop tour but great fun
from beginning to end with many new faces
from around the world joining us! 

Old Edmundians have a lot to look forward to
in the coming months with a large reunion in
Bulgaria in May, the annual 40s 50s 60s dinner
also in May, #StEdsFest in June and the trip to
Douai in September (now full).  You will be able
to read about all the events for 2018 in this
issue.  We have also opened a register of
interest for St Edmund’s Sunday this year, as we
believe this will be a popular event for many to
attend, get in touch soon to reserve your place!

It is a privilege to be part of St Edmund’s during
our 450th year and heartening to see the
wonderful support from all Old Edmundians.
You have come out in force and we are all truly
grateful for your support and general good
wishes during this year.  I hope that you also
share this feeling of network and community
and the strength it gives us all.  

To end, a short note on the There But Not There
WWI art installation: the College, with the help
of the Edmundian Association, is delighted to be
part of this special national art installation
marking the centenary of the end of the Great
War.  Through this unique project, money raised
will go to Remembered, a new charity that will
distribute money to other charities that are
working with ex-servicemen and women to
help rebuild their lives in so many ways.
Remembered aims to Commemorate the Fallen,
Educate all generations on the impacts of WWI
and Heal those suffering the impacts, hidden
and otherwise, of war.  I hope that you will
support this initiative.  A full article is contained

within this
issue and
more 
details on the
installation in
the Chapel will
follow shortly.

Avita Pro Fide!

Paulo Durán,
HEADMASTER 

450th Mass
at Westminster Cathedral
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Welcome to the
2018 Spring Edition
of Avita Pro Fide! 
It is an exciting time to be part of the Edmundian
community during the College and Prep’s 450th
anniversary year.  We’ve been overwhelmed by
the enthusiasm and support for this very special
time for the College and the Association. 

We saw a great number of new faces at
Westminster and we were delighted that so many
Old Edmundians were able to make the journey to
celebrate with the wider Edmundian community.
There are two more events in the calendar for Old
Edmundians to join in the celebrations: #StEdsFest
in June and the trip to Douai in September.  Tickets
are available now for #StEdsFest on 23rd June (see
inside this issue for more details), a great day out
for all.  The Association trip to Douai is now full.
However if you can make your own way there you
are welcome to join the Mass that will take place
at the Collegial Church of St Pierre, Douai.  Please
contact me for more information.  We are making
history – be part of it!

Part of my Alumni Officer role is to try to provide
opportunities for OEs to support our current
students on their career path and therefore not
only share their knowledge/experience but ‘shore up’
the future generations of OEs.  I want students to
leave with intentions of returning to support future
generations of Edmundians; this cycle contributes
enormously to making us a strong network.  The
annual Careers Fair is one such opportunity and
now we are branching out to bring OEs together
with the various societies that exist within the
College.  More can be read about both in this issue
but please get in touch if you think you can help. 

It is always wonderful to hear from OEs.  The
Alumni Office’s
door is always open
so do get in touch
with your news,
your ideas and
queries.  It is what
we are here for! 

Avita Pro Fide!

Jo Beatty (88-93)
ALUMNI OFFICER 

The Alumni Office has opened a register of interest for 2018’s St Edmund’s
Sunday so we can gauge numbers – we are expecting a larger than usual crowd
during our 450th anniversary year.  

If you are planning to attend the celebrations on 18th November please register
your interest, letting us know whether you plan to attend the Mass only or Mass
and lunch.  Early registration will allow us to manage the day accordingly and build a
schedule that will cater for all who would like to attend.  Please register your interest
now by email or telephone on alumni@stedmundscollege.org / 01920 824 358 

Please register
your interest

today. St Edmund’s
Sunday, 2018
Registrations
Open Now

around the last words of St John Southworth, sung
beautifully by our Schola Cantorum who rose to the
challeng of filling the space of the Cathedral and
impressing all with the quality of their singing.

At the end of the Mass wreaths were laid at Bishop
Challoner’s tomb by the Head of Houses from the
College and Prep to mark the occasion. 

Once the formal proceedings were concluded, Old
Edmundians found their way to The Windsor Castle
public house to enjoy a drink and catch up with friends.
The Edmundian Association kindly bought all who
attended a drink that was very welcomed as the
afternoon turned into evening. 

We were delighted to see the regular faces in the crowd

with many OEs travelling quite a distance to attend.
Brian Slade (50-56) attended with his family, the first time
he had joined an alumni activity.  He was pleased to see
old friends including John Crowley (49-56) and Sam
Service (47-58).  The three of them were the back row of
the very successful 1st XV 1955-56, with John as Captain.  

Sarah Olley (née Graves) (81-83) was a first timer at an
alumni event, attending with her husband Jonathan.  We
also met up with some more recent OEs, Yasmin
Omotosho (01-08), Farrah Omotosho (05-12) and Kimi
Kawahigashi (02-05). 

We hope to see many new faces at the various events
that are running over this special 450th year.  

A warm welcome awaits all!

450th Mass
at Westminster Cathedral

You may be aware of a new piece of legislation coming
into force at the end of May, the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR).  This new law
is intended to strengthen and unify data protection for
all individuals within the European Union and it will
affect the data that St Edmund’s College and the
Edmundian Association holds on its members. 

To ensure that we comply with the new rulings we will be
contacting all our members to ensure that we have the
most up to date contact details and that 

we have the right permissions to hold and use that data.

Please do look out for further communication from the
Alumni Office regarding GDPR and the data we have for
you and how we can use that data in the future.  Please
respond accordingly so we can continue to provide you
with the newsletter, emails and updates from the College.

If you have any queries in the meantime, please do
contact the Alumni Office for more information.
alumni@stedmundscollege.org / 01920 824358

Data Protection – New Laws 
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We gathered together on Sunday
19th November 2017 to mark St
Edmund’s Sunday once more.
Edmundians young and old, along
with family and friends, celebrated
Mass in the Chapel led by our Priest
in Residence, Fr Peter Lyness.  Our
own Schola Cantorum’s beautiful
voices lifted the roof and the spirits
of the congregation on this grey
November day.  OEs gladly sang By
English Hearts and O Beate Mi
Edmunde taking them back to
bygone days. 

After Mass a drinks reception was held
in the Ambulacrum.  Friends met and
new acquaintances were made.  Guests
enjoyed a glass of wine and chatted
amiably followed by a speech given 
by the Headmaster, Mr Paulo Durán.
The speech gave an update on the
College, the Anniversary fundraising
campaign and future OE events
coming up to mark the 450th
anniversary of the College.

The Edmundian Association ran a
merchandise stand selling OE ties,
books, cufflinks and other Edmundian
items – these can still be purchased at
the online shop on the alumni pages of
the College’s website.  The College also
launched its 450th commemorative
candle: the idea of the candle came
from a current student and we were
lucky enough to have the candle’s

‘bespoke’ scent created especially for
us.  The scent has undertones of the iris
flower, which is the national flower of
France to reflect our origins in Douai.
These candles come in a beautiful jar
with lid and make a wonderful gift.
There are some still some available now
– contact Jo in the Alumni Office for
details alumni@stedmundscollege.org 

Lunch as always was superb!  The
catering team did a wonderful job,
serving 120 people a grand meal in the
refectory.  Many of the older OEs could
not believe how good the meal was
considering their experience of food at
the College in times gone by! 

Amongst the guests, we were 
delighted to welcome the Class of 
’92.  Zofia Torûn-Shaw (86-92) acted 
as the year group rep and gathered
together a group of old school friends
to share Mass and lunch together – for
some it was their first time back at the
College since departing in 1992.
Michael Mason (66-70), an active
supporter of alumni events, brought
three generations of his family to 
share the day. 

Each year we are delighted with the
number of OEs who make the trip to
the College, to keep alive their
connection with old school friends and
the school.  The day is a great tradition
and long may it continue to be so. 

St Edmund’s Sunday 2017 

There But Not There, the large scale art installation to mark 100 years since the end
of WWI, was launched to the public in February, backed by General the Lord
Dannatt, in the national news. 

In the last issue of the newsletter we announced that the College would be a
founding partner of this very special art installation to commemorate the

fallen; the Edmundian Association is fully backing this
project to remember the 82 fallen Old Edmundians. 

As part of the public launch, Perspex Tommies (measuring
25cm) are now available for the public to buy to help raise

funds for various charities that help support ex-service
men and women such as Help for Heroes, Heads

Together and Combat Stress.  In the first three hours of
the launch, some 10,000 Tommies had been sold. 

The Edmundian Association has now purchased a 6ft aluminium
Tommy to be displayed on the College grounds as part of the

project.  Martin Barraud, the founder of TBNT and great great
grandson of Henry Barraud, the artist responsible for the mural that
runs the length of the Ambulacrum, visited the College to officially unveil

our 6ft Tommy in May.

More information on the installation of the 82 Perspex figures in the Chapel
will be released in the run up to November.  In the meantime, if you
would like to purchase your own mini Tommy or want to find

out more about this incredible project 
please visit: www.therebutnotthere.org.uk

There But Not There – 2018 Armistice Project is Launched
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This magnificent room, steeped in
history, was formerly the main
courtroom of Westminster County
Court where debtors and bankrupts
were tried.  The focal point of the room
is the original Judge’s bench and it was
from here that convicted defendants
were sent down to the detention cells
that now serve as the wine cellars.
With its high ceilings, grand décor and
history this was the perfect place for
us to meet and celebrate all things
Edmundian.

The dinner grows larger every year and
welcomes new and younger OEs every
time.  The class of ’82 made up a very
international table with OEs making the
trip from Hong Kong and India amongst
other places to meet with friends they
had not seen in a long time – safe to say
the party was in full swing on this table!

A number of younger OEs took up the
subsidised tickets for students and those
aged under 30 (thank you to the
Edmundian Association!) and had a great
time meeting up with their friends. 

There was of course the customary
speech by the Headmaster, delivered
from the Judge’s bench, updating guests
on the College, the 450th anniversary
calendar, the Anniversary fundraising
campaign and the limited edition 450th
merchandise.  Mr Durán was modelling
the latest 1568 tie, which is available to
buy, when a member of the crowd
shouted out “I’ll give you £50 for your
tie.”  Thus ensued an impromptu auction
with said tie going for the princely sum
of £150 (going towards the fund raising
campaign) – thank you Jennifer
Mernagh (88-93)!

Mr Howard (69-09), a former Director of
Music, stood up at the end of the speech
and led the room in a rousing rendition
of O Beate Mi Edmunde! 

The evening was a huge success with
many guests staying long after the
dinner had been cleared away to chat
and finish the wine.  A smaller group
from the 1990s headed out to a nearby
pub to continue the party well into the
night.  We cannot wait to do it all again
next year!

Guest list: Matthew Bayliss (08-15), 
Andrew Pagram (04-15), Toby Hart (08-15),
Farah Omotosho (05-12), Yasmin Omotosho
(01-08), Eleanor Gribben (98-2011), Bradley
Hudson (Guest), Annika Haslett-Symonds
(88-93), David Kay (75-82), Melissa Bach
(Guest), Tim Fuller (67-72), David Kandalaft
(70-72), Michael Mason (66-70), John Perry
(73-92), Ken Hall (70-2010), Carol Lewis
(76-2003), John Lewis (Guest), Nigel
Howard (69-2009), David Peel (51-59),
Jolyon Baldwin (53-59), Ronald Gladman
(54-59), Colin Jones (49-58), John Crowley
(49-56), Ivor O'Mahony (45-53), Ken Allen
(51-56), Charles Carey (46-55), Averil Sinnot
(87-93), Jennifer Mernagh (88-93), Rebecca
Collett (90-93), Katie Banatvala (88-93),
Thomas Gillham (88-95), Richard Gillham
(90-97), Geoffrey Karikari (90-97), Nonso
Ibeto (86-95), Simon Leggett (88-97),
Richard Vass (73-83), Mark Staton (78-80),
Michael Holland (75-82), Stefano Fabrizi
(76-77), Chris Witte (75-82), Dominic Irwin
(77-80), John Bryant (62-71), Michael
Maslinski (62-70), Alice Merino (Guest),
Jeremy Gillham (63-69), Stephen O'Connor
(62-69), Frank Jones (60-66), Michael Jones
(61-66), Zofia Torun-Shaw (86-92),
Matthew Campbell (87-92), Roger James
(85-92), Andrew Brooks (85-92), Martin
Docherty (92-98), Linda Ibeto (90-98), Ben
Manzi (89-98), Peter Jarvis (94-98), Francis
Nwokedi (75-82)

This year we gathered at Browns Restaurant, Covent Garden, in 
the Judge’s Court Room for the annual London Dinner in February.

The London Dinner

A key aim of the Alumni Office is to bring Old Edmundians
and current students together to allow OEs to share their
knowledge and experience and support students in their
decision making regarding future careers. 

In an event, the first of its kind, arranged by the Alumni
Office and kindly subsidised by the Edmundian Association,
OEs turned out to support our Law Society students.  We
are ever grateful to John Bryant (62-71), a practising
Barrister, for his time touring the students round Inner and
Middle Temple in heart of London.  This unique visit
allowed students an insight into where they could be
working and training if they continue on the path towards
a legal career.  John spoke about the history of the Temples
and the competition for pupillages offered.  It was a
fascinating tour and the students were very lucky to have
John, who works there, as their expert guide.

We then went on to meet a number of OEs at The 
Lansdowne Club for a networking dinner.  We were
delighted that John was able to stay with us for dinner as

well as welcoming Jeremy
Gillham (63-69) a retired
Property Solicitor, Mark Chick
(80-87) a partner in a West End
firm, Yasmin Omotosho (01-08)
a trainee about to embark on her
pupillage placement and College
parent Sarah Hunt who trained and worked in a big City
law firm but eventually chose a different path. 

During dinner, the guests were asked to give a brief
synopsis of their path to their legal career.  We learnt that
it is not always as straight forward as a Law degree and
then you are there, as each of them had taken a different
path to get where they are now. Guests gave advice on the
cost of training and what kind of work was needed to get
into the various aspects of Law.  There were several debates
on the merits of Law degrees, how to begin in a legal
career and the competition and hard work required.  The
students were incredibly lucky to be part of this dynamic

legal conversation between professionals gaining insight
that is not available in books or websites. 

In the week after the dinner, we were delighted to hear
that one student has gained a work experience placement
and another has continued the conversation about legal
training with the guests.  

Our heartfelt thanks to our guests who helped make 
this a special event for the Law Society.  We hope to run
events like this for all our societies so we ask OEs to get 
in touch about careers support, we look forward to 
hearing from you. alumni@stedmundscollege.org or 
call 01920 824 358.

Old Edmundians Support the Law Society
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Welcome back...

3

54

We are always delighted to welcome back Old Edmundians to the College to
have a look around. If you would like to visit, please do contact the Alumni
Office to arrange a date. Although please do stop by if you happen to be
passing, we will always do our best to accommodate you!

1 Massimo Lavagno (86-91), a former Deputy Head Boy, came back to visit us
whilst on business in London.  He brought his university friend Benito Capellupo
to show him round the College.  Massimo is hoping to extend his business from
Italy and spend more time in England.  It was great to see you Massimo – we
hope to see you again soon!

2 Patrick Ryan (67-74) dropped in to see us by chance in early October.  He
now lives in Canada but was visiting the area with his wife and decided to pop by
to see if he could show his friend the Chapel.  Patrick has great memories of the
school and told us a few stories of the dance evenings with the girls from Poles
Convent!  It was wonderful to re-connect with Patrick. 

3 Emily Chappell (07-14) came to visit and brought her American cousin,
Elizabeth Cush, along to take a look at the school.  Emily enjoyed the trip down
memory lane and Elizabeth was ‘wowed’ by the building and history.

4 Lucas Carrasco Romero (88-90) popped in on his way from Stansted Airport
whilst he was here on business.  It was a flying visit and the first time Lucas had
been back to the College since 1990. 

5 Qianran ‘Ashley’ Zhao (11-13) and Lingjinxiu ‘Molly’ Miao (12-14) came in
to see a couple of their old teachers before they flew back to China.  They
especially wanted to see Mrs Salter-Kay who was delighted to see two of her 
old students.

1 2

Friends Reunited!
Calling the Class of ’98!
Tom Koe (90-98), Alice Hulett née Gribbin (93-98), Eliane Young (91-98)
and Clare Borrill (96-98) are leading the way on a reunion for the Class
of 1998.   Current plans are for an informal get together in a London
Park in June/July making it family friendly and as easy as possible for
people to get there.  They also hope to get a group together for St
Edmund’s Sunday on 18th November. If you would like more details,
please do get in touch with Jo in the Alumni Office who will put you in
contact with Tom et al.  Please spread the word – all welcome!

Calling the Class of ’68 (and ’67 and ’69!)
Mike Stone (62-68) is spearheading a reunion for the Class of 1968, celebrating 50 years
since leaving the College in our 450th year!  Keen to have a big turnout Mike is opening
this reunion up to the Class of 1967, 1968 and 1969.  There has been a fantastic response
from Mike’s initial invitation and we are hoping more people will get in touch to boost
numbers even further.  The plan is to meet locally on the Saturday evening of 17th
November for dinner and then celebrate Mass in the College Chapel on St Edmund’s
Sunday the next day.  Please contact Jo in the Alumni Office who will put you in contact
with Mike.  Again, please spread the word – all welcome!

If you would also like to arrange a reunion for your year and need help in tracking
people down or assistance with planning please do contact the Alumni Office – we
would be happy to help you!  alumni@stedmundscollege.org or call 01920 824 358.
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World War One Project
Late last year, David Kay, President Emeritus & Archivist of The Edmundian Association, and Headmaster Paulo
Durán located the grave of Edward Dillon (OE 1903-08) at Kensal Green (St Mary’s) Roman Catholic Cemetery in
west London.

Edward Dillon - on leaving the
College he embarked upon a
commercial career with an
insurance company.  In August
1914, immediately on the outbreak
of war, he joined the Royal Army
Medical Corps and went to France
in January 1915.  He was awarded
the Military Medal for bravery in
the second battle of Ypres.  At the
end of 1915 his Division was
transferred to Salonica, Greece, and
in March 1917 he returned to
England.  After four months he was gazetted to the Royal Flying Corps. After obtaining his wings Edward went to
France, coming back soon after to be trained as an instructor.  On 12 April 1918 he was flying at the Feltwell
Aerodrome, Norfolk, when his plane’s engine stalled, and it nose-dived to the ground killing Edward instantly.

In initial enquires at Kensal Green, the cemetery authorities advised that the grave had been covered over.
However, following an investigation requested by The Edmundian Association with the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission, Edward’s grave was finally located.

Whilst at Kensal Green, the opportunity was taken to visit
the nearby grave of Cyril Whelan (né Waxman) (OE 1914-
15) which sadly is now in a very dilapidated state.  Intricate
carved stone wings have been broken from the headstone
and now lie forlornly on the ground.  A“replacement”
headstone has been erected immediately in front of the
original grave.  Cyril was the son of famous entertainer
Albert Whelan.  It is believed that there are now no more
living relatives alive and it is proposed to make an
approach to the cemetery to see whether the College can
take custody of the broken parts of the gravestone.

During the last three years we have been visiting the graves or memorials of the 82 Edmundians known to have
perished in the First World War.  So far we have managed to visit 71 of them, with just 11 to go.

Thanks to all who have so far contributed to this
enormous task. We are now looking forward to the
final “push” to visit the remaining 11 sites which are:

In England:

Athole E Gudgeon
Winchester (St James’s Hill) RC Cemetery, 
Winchester, Hampshire

Bertram C St C Miller
Lydd Cemetery, Lydd, Kent

In France:

Hubert J Shea
Thiepval Memorial, Thiepval

In Turkey:

A Thomas Bantock 
Hill 10 Cemetery, Gallipoli

Francis R Ryan
Pink Farm Cemetery, Helles

In Egypt:

John E Foreman
Alexandria (Hadra) War Memorial Cemetery, 
Alexandria

Joseph A Morgan
Kantara War Memorial Cemetery, El-Quantara

Godwin J A S O'Fflahertie
Cairo War Memorial Cemetery, Cairo

In Malawi:

Henry R Cruise
Karonga War Cemetery, Karonga

In Tanzania:

Henry C Gouldsbury
Tanga European Cemetery,
Tanga

Unknown location:

Francis Hughes

Lester Fernandes (OE 1978-85) has visited the grave of
Clifford Farrow (OE 1912-14) in Ramleh War Cemetery at
Ramla in Israel.  Clifford was the elder of two brothers at St
Edmunds.  He left only a few months before the war and
gave his attention to farming with some success.  In
December 1916 he joined the Inns of Court Officers
Training Corps, in 1917 he was gazetted to the Special
Reserve of the Dorset Regiment, and in October that year
he sailed for Egypt.  He had often expressed a wish to visit
the Holy Land and was privileged to make the Stations of
the Cross in the Garden of Gethsemane.  Clifford died of
wounds received in action on 9 April 1918.  He was initially
buried, with a cross to mark the spot, on the hill in Palestine where he died.  His remains were later transferred to
Ramleh War Cemetery, the largest site for Commonwealth forces in Israel.

Where available and as close as possible to the centenaries of their deaths, the obituaries of the former students
and staff of St Edmund's College who fell in this conflict are being published online at
http://edmundianswwi.blogspot.co.uk/  So far about 73 names have been listed on the blog. 

A full list by date of death can be seen at http://archives.edmundianassociation.org.uk/WWI_Project_by_date.pdf 
and a full list alphabetically by surname can be seen at
http://archives.edmundianassociation.org.uk/WWI_Project_by_surname.pdf

There will be another update about this project in the next edition of Avita Pro Fide.
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New Orleans
Laissez Les Bon Temps Rouler!
What a city and what a weekend! The 450th anniversary was marked
in style at the Edmundian US Reunion that took place in New Orleans
in February. It was a truly international affair with guests from the UK,
Ireland, South Africa, Mexico and of course, the good old U.S. of A!

It was non-stop from beginning to end. The early arrivals met in the cool Court of
Two Sisters restaurant for a creole inspired lunch and to get to know each other.
Some of the group then started the party early and went off to explore Canal
Street and Bourbon Street while others took in a few of the other sites.

Everyone made it for dinner on Friday evening at Cavan Restaurant, a beautifully
deteriorating mansion built in 1883 – although it describes itself as deteriorating it
also says it has been ‘honestly salvaged’ so although some guests were worried
about falling plasterboard the group dined in authentic yet luxurious surroundings!
On Saturday, the group met for a ‘jazz cruise’ on a steamboat along the
Mississippi, generously funded by the Edmundian Association.  The beauty of the
New Orleans skyline drifted by accompanied by the sound of live jazz music, a
most relaxing afternoon for the group.

Saturday evening saw the main event with dinner at the
famous Antoine’s Restaurant. Some local OEs were able
to join us for dinner; we welcomed Dave Soulier (81-82)
and Peter Clift (77-84) for the evening’s celebrations.
The Proteus Room had been booked for the group and
provided a beautiful setting to eat fine Southern food
with the extra treat of an after dinner talk made by John
Boshell (57-64), an award winning after dinner speaker.
He told tales of his time at the College taking us on a
trip down memory lane and providing laughs a plenty.

And then it was time to make our way home.  We can
safely say we had a blast in NOLA, made new friends
and have memories to last us a lifetime.  New Orleans is up there with the best of
the US Reunions – we had so much fun that we want to get the date for the next
one in everyone’s diary soon.

We asked and you responded!  We were delighted to welcome Old Edmundians to
our annual Careers Fair in January.  The benefit that our students receive from
events like these, supported by Old Edmundians, is truly great and can, in some
instances, be life changing. 

OEs made up nearly a third of our participants this year, displaying a wealth of
experience in a wide range of professionals sectors.  We welcomed Victoria Pipe (08-
13) who showed off her talents as a make-up artist along with Sarah-Jane Platt (93-
98) who was delighted to make it to the Fair this year to share her experiences as an
academic publisher.  Robert Dodds (91-02) is a regular supporter of the Fair and
managed to catch up with some of his old teachers whilst here.  Stefi Cuffaro (08-16),
a recent leaver, now firmly established as a science apprentice at GSK, staffed a
popular table with many students recognising her and wanting to know about her
progression since leaving the College.  Ramsey Barreto (82-86) saw our shout out for
volunteers and ended up volunteering his wife, Tracey Hughes-Barreto, who is a life
coach – we were delighted to welcome them both.  Regulars to the Fair included Piers
Chipperfield (90-97) ably promoting IT Support careers, Peter Blackman (64-72)
representing Media and PR with his trusty guide dog in training companion, Watson
and Matthew Campbell (87-92) representing Banking and Commodity Trading. 

We are very grateful to all the OEs who took time out of their busy schedules to
come and support the current students at the Fair – we hope to see you again next
year.  The Alumni Office is always looking for ways to connect OEs in all aspects of
professional sectors with the current students, to offer them professional insights 
that may not be generally available to the public and give them the advantage 
when applying for work experience or courses.  If you think you might be able to 
join in and support please do contact Jo on alumni@stedmundscollege.org for 
more information.  The wider our careers resources, the more our students stand 
to benefit, so please do get in touch. 

Old Edmundians 
Support the Careers Fair

List of attendees: Zoe Kirton (89-96) Primary 
Education; Anthony Parisi (54-60) Building 
Management and Surveying; Chris Wade (03-10) 
Engineering & Manufacturing; Grant Edwards (04-11) Acting, 
Producing and Directing; Joseph Haji-Hannas (78-84) Catering
Management; Lucy Ball (02-11) Marketing and Events; 
Mark King (79-86) Construction; Matthew Campbell 
(87-92) Banking and Commodity Trading; Patrick Nunn 
(73-78) Broadcast Sound Supervisor; Peter 
Blackman (64-72) Media and Public Relations; 
Piers Chipperfield (90-97) IT; Sarah-Jane Platt 
(93-98) Academic Publishing; Ramsey Barreto 
(82-86); Robert Dodds (91-02) Accountancy; 
Rick Shaw (77-84) Legal and Construction; Stefi Cuffaro (08-16) 
GSK Science Apprentice; Tom Collett (73-80) Travel and Tourism; 
Victoria Pipe (08-13) Make Up Artist 



keeping you up-to-date with the latest
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If you have some exciting news, whether it be a
wedding or birth announcement, an exciting career
move or even an impromptu get together with 
other OEs we would love to hear about it, please 
send details through to:

Jo Beatty, Alumni Officer
St Edmund's College, 
Old Hall Green, Ware, Herts SG11 1DS

Telephone: 01920 824358
Email: alumni@stedmundscollege.org

Massimo Lavangno (86-91), Bryan d'Arcy (84-91),
Cristian Pini (84-91) and Mike Pargeter (86-91) met up
in Chelsea for beers and dinner in September.  Massimo,
who lives in Italy, was visiting London on business so it was
a rare chance for him to see his old friends. Cheers guys!

Briana Cumberbatch (09-16) writes, “Currently in my
second year of university, studying Law at Nottingham.  I
am looking to apply for vacation schemes this year at
various Law firms and I have taken up learning a language
separately from my degree.” 

Congratulations to James
Wansell (12-14) who has
graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts (BA) in Business and
Marketing with first class
honours from the University
of Hertfordshire.

Paul Evernden (91-97) popped in
to practice his specially
composed song, Ego Veni Loqui
for the 450th Mass, with the
Senior Schola students and Mrs
Salter-Kay. 

Jim Aram (87-94) writes, “I recently trekked from the
scary airport in Lukla to Everest Base Camp, an altitude of
over 17,598ft (5,364m) in aid of The British Heart
Foundation. It nearly killed me (!) but it was an immense
privilege to witness the world’s highest mountain and the
most magnificent views.” 

If you would like to support Jim’s climb and the BHF please
visit his sponsorship page to donate: https://goo.gl/giSa82
Congratulations Jim on your wonderful achievement. 

Siobhán Daly (96-98) has been nominated for the second
consecutive year for a BAFTA.
Winning Best British Short
Film in 2017 with Home
starring Jack O’Connell, the
team were nominated again
in 2018 in the same category
for Work, a film about a young
woman finding her place in
the world.  Unfortunately,
Siobhán did not win.  To be
nominated two years in a row
and to win one BAFTA is an
amazing achievement.
Congratulations!

Christopher Britt-Compton (59-68) writes to say, “As it
happens we have moved back from Yorkshire, where I was
Head of Ashville College Prep School for 25 years, to near
where I used to teach at King's School Worcester, (King's
Hawford).  Therefore, we are back to old haunts, old
friends, the rugby club in Droitwich that I helped to found
and near to our youngest daughter and our beautiful
three-year-old grandchild, Jessica.  We have found a lovely
bungalow in the small village of Upton Snodsbury, with
half an acre of beautiful garden looking out across fields to
the Malvern Hills in the distance.  Finally, we are largely
self-sufficient in terms of fruit and vegetables and the pub
next door is to die for!”

William Humphreys (56-61), better known as Liam
Humphreys, has written with some news.  Liam served in
the US Army 62-64, serving in Germany after the Berlin
wall went up and during the tense times of the Cuban
Missile Crisis and JFK assassination.  He then went on to
work at the IMF.  He took a two-year drive across Africa in
a Land Rover (one year as a part-time Safari guide in
Kenya/Tanzania) then back to the USA and finally passing
the Foreign Service Exam for a 27 year career with the
Department of State.  Liam married a Thai Diplomat in
2006 after meeting her at a security conference.  He is
keen to point out that his love of rugby has always been
paramount!  In fact, Liam played rugby for George
Washington University and during 1968 happened to play
a game against Yale with a Center (playing Full Back for
this match), only a certain George W. Bush. GWB scored a
try but GWU won the game 11-21!

Congratulations to Richard Wood (69-74) who wrote in
to tell us he married Sandra Francis-Love in 2015 and
subsequently moved to Plymouth in 2016.  He continues
to run his business Gemstock Chartered Surveyors in
Plymouth and his former home in Norfolk has become a
holiday cottage – check out plumtreesholidaycottage.co.uk
for more details!  Richard is a keen skier leading several
holidays for the Ski Club of Great Britain.

Jasmine Smith (96-11) is working at Aves Optometrists 
in Ware as well as undertaking a doctorate with Aston
University. She
was recently
nominated for
the prestigious
national award,
Newly Qualified
Optometrist of
the Year 2018
and we are
delighted to let
you know that Jasmine won! Congratulations on this
wonderful award and good luck for the rest of your career. 

Peter Nicholson (72-88) was a teacher at St Hugh’s and a
Housemaster from 1981.  His wife Sarah taught violin at
St Edmund’s initially as Miss Moles from 1979 and they
married in 1981.  They are both retiring in July and there is
to be a celebration Mass at 7pm in Brentwood Cathedral
on Friday July 6th.  All Old Edmundians/Hugonians are
welcome to attend.

Shaun Murphy (70-76):
“I have been ‘retired’ for
nine years now.  My last
real job was working at
Lutine Assurance (Lloyd's
of London Syndicate
779 and others) for 12
years as their Sales and
Marketing Manager.
Prior to that, I worked
for several firms including Nat West, Norwich Union,
General Accident and the Scottish Widows Fund.  I have
been married to my wife Ann for 34 years and we have
two grown up kids, Erin & Neil.  Currently living in Chester
running a small rental business and I am also a part time
Open Top Bus Tour Guide in the summer.  I play for the
World Bagatelle Champions, St Werburgh's Club in Chester
(there is only one Bagatelle league left in the world).  I also
play guitar and follow West Ham.”

OE News

Jim Aram pictured far left
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Michael Maslinski
OE (62-70)
challenges the BBC
over their portrayal
of Fr John Gerard. 

It is disappointing
that the BBC 
chose the eve of the
450th anniversary
year of the origin of
the English College
in Douai to implicate one of its most noted former
students in what so nearly became the most devastating
terrorist outrage of the last 500 years. 

For centuries, historians have raked over Fr John Gerard’s
connections with the plotters in an effort to prove his
involvement in the notorious Gunpowder Plot but they
have failed to uncover any convincing evidence.  Last
autumn, however, the BBC broadcast two quite different
series strongly suggesting, without any supporting
evidence, that he was closely in league with the plotters in
planning their revolution.

Gunpowder was a three part ‘historical drama’ about the
Gunpowder Plot, which several reviewers have observed,
was more drama than history.  In showing a priest called
Father Gerard regularly in the company of the plotters, he
was portrayed as being ‘one of them’.  He was shown
being arrested when the authorities discovered one of
their meetings and was tortured in the Tower of London
until rescued by Catesby, the leader of the plot.

Although it is true that the real Father Gerard famously
escaped from the Tower of London, this had nothing
whatsoever to do with the Gunpowder Plot and took
place seven years earlier (listed by Times Magazine as one
of the ten greatest prison escapes of all time!).

The BBC do not argue with my assertion that the
portrayal of Father Gerard is a gross distortion of reality
but claim a degree of ‘artistic licence’ for this sort of
programme.  They are so far unable to justify using the
name of a real person for an almost entirely fictitious
character and in so doing associating that person with a
major criminal act. 

The misrepresentation in Elizabeth I’s Secret Agents is even
more serious because the programme claimed to be
factual history, including extensive quotations from a
number of eminent historians, which lend it credibility. In
some respects, the portrayal of Father Gerard in this series
is far more in keeping with contemporary accounts that
he was an outstandingly gifted, resourceful, courageous
and charismatic individual who developed an incredible
following in and beyond the beleaguered Catholic
community.  However, in the third and final episode, the
impression given is that Father Gerard is also the leader of
a terrorist network giving God’s blessing to the
Gunpowder Plot at a Mass following the first meeting of
the plotters in May 1604.

The BBC now accept my assertion that   there is no
evidence of Father Gerard being involved in the plot.  
They argue that the purpose of the programme was to
put across the perspective of Elizabeth’s ‘spymaster’
Robert Cecil who wished Gerard
to be seen as the lynchpin of the
plot to help raise public anger
against the Catholic Church. 

In focusing on Cecil’s view, the
programme almost completely
omitted Gerard’s perspective,
which we are fortunate enough
to know from numerous
contemporary accounts and, in
particular, from his own autobiography, The Hunted Priest,
which is widely regarded as the best contemporary
account of the life of Catholics in Elizabethan England.

His perspective was that he was actively
going about his work as a priest, servicing the
needs of oppressed Catholics and seeking to
convert others to the faith.  He was opposed
to violence and had no desire to get
involved with politics or revolution which all
Jesuits were explicitly forbidden to do.  He
denies being the priest who said the alleged
Mass at the meeting of the plotters and had
no prior knowledge of the Gunpowder Plot,
except that he had become slightly
suspicious of the unusual behaviour and
movements of one of the plotters.

Dates for your Diary
Sunday 13th May 
Old Edmundians vs College 1st IX cricket match
All welcome!

Saturday 19th May 
Bulgarian Reunion in Sofia
All welcome!

Saturday 2nd June
Edmundian Afternoon at the Polo
All welcome!

Saturday 23rd June
#StEdsFest
All welcome!

28th – 30th September 2018 
Trip to Douai for the 450th, Douai, France 
(SOLD OUT)

Sunday 18th November
St Edmund’s Sunday (registration open now) 
All welcome!

Further details for all the events can be found in 
this issue.   All Edmundians are welcome to attend
any of these events; it is important to book your
place so please contact Jo Beatty in the Alumni
Office for reservations or more details.

Jo Beatty, Alumni Officer
St Edmund's College, Old Hall Green, Herts SG111DS

Telephone: 01920 824358
Email: alumni@stedmundscollege.org
www.edmundianassociation.org.uk

To back this up, the only two surviving plotters (the rest
had been shot dead), even under the pressure of
interrogation and torture, continued to insist Father
Gerard knew nothing.  The written records of a third
suggest they had deliberately kept him in the dark for fear
he would talk them out of it – he had indeed informed the
authorities of a prior plot which had come to his notice.

Most of the remarks associating Father Gerard with
terrorism came in the programme narrative rather than
directly from the contributing historians.  I have been in
correspondence with one of the historians who was clearly
uncomfortable with the narrative and was “somewhat
surprised by the commanding role given to John Gerard in
relation to the Gunpowder Plot”. 

The reason for my particular interest in this story is that
Father Gerard was my ‘ten greats’ uncle and is much
revered in my family.  The Gerards were a large Lancashire
family which, during those times, included numerous
priests, several of whom studied at Douai and several of
whom were executed, including his cousins Blessed Miles
Gerard and St Edmund Arrowsmith.

I have for several months been trying to get the BBC to
acknowledge the lack of balance in both these
programmes and to issue a correction and/or apology.  I
have made some progress but they don’t make it easy!

Priest orTerrorist?

He was opposed to violence, and had
no desire to get involved with politics or
revolution which all Jesuits were
explicitly forbidden to do.

Father John Gerard S.J. and the Gunpowder Plot of 1605
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2017-2018 Committee
President Emeritus David Kay
President Vacant
Chair Vacant
Treasurer Henryk Klocek
Secretary Annika Haslett-Symonds
Communications Tim Fuller
Alumni Officer Jo Beatty
College Liaison Officer Melanie Burke
Representatives Hiran Weereratne 

Michael Mason
Eleanor Gribben

Headmaster Paulo Durán
Head Boy James Hanley
Head Girl Alice Martin

Representatives
40s-50s-60s Mike Elgood
Hong Kong George Sobek
New Zealand Alex Binnie
Singapore Terry Nӧe  
Spain Victor Tarruella
USA Vincent Fitzgerald

We are delighted to welcome new Committee
members and volunteers. 

We are 
proud to 
bring you a
special Life After 
the College and
share with you all
Tommy Browne’s
(04-07) amazing
achievement as
part of the
Relentless Crew.
They raced across
the Atlantic over
December 2017
to January 2018,
spending
Christmas Day 

at sea, setting a new record for a transatlantic row for a
Republic of Ireland crew.  The Talisker Whiskey Atlantic
Challenge begins in La Gomera in the Canaries and covers
5000km finishing in Antigua. The crew finished the race in
32 days and 22 hours.  It is known as one of the toughest
races on earth so much so that only 500 people have
completed it, more people have reached the top of 
Mount Everest!

We are delighted that Tommy found the time to talk to use
about his Life After the College:

St Edmund’s history: 
As a weekly boarder, I was a proud member of Poynter,
although we never so much as came close to winning
Sports Day while I was there!  I attended the College
Rudiments to Poetry and I loved every second of it! 

Favourite teacher: 
My favourite teacher hands down was Fr Pinot.  To this day,
I am yet to meet a more patient generous kind-hearted
individual, with a wicked sense of humour! 

Most memorable moment at St Edmund’s:
I have so many fond memories of St Edmund’s, especially
boarding.  I remember water fights in the dorms and
sneaking out to raid the fridge at night (don’t tell matron!).

Anything special you learnt here that has stayed with you?
It is hard to put into words what I learned when growing up
at that age.  Obviously the schooling factor, the social side
and the international element of boarding.  However, as the
years go by I appreciate how much my Mum and Dad
always put me first.  Sending me to a fantastic school like 
St Edmund’s and letting me board was just one of the many
sacrifices they made for me. 

How did you get into the team to row across the
Atlantic? 
It has actually been a dream of mine to row across the
Atlantic for some years.  I asked all my immediate friends if
they would be interested.  Naturally, they told me under no
circumstances would they even entertain the idea!
However, unexpectedly, a mutual friend put me in contact
with three lads from Cork who wanted in on the adventure.
I went down that weekend and immediately hit it off with
them.  The rest is history! 

How tough was the challenge?
This was a major subject on the row.  How could we possibly
put into words how tough this challenge was?  The

magnitude of distance, the constant fatigue, the
hallucinations, the sharks and the storm that capsized us in
the middle of the night of the 23rd of December throwing
Pat and myself into the water were all very harrowing
experiences!  However, the sunsets and sunrises, the stars
and the spine-shivering relief of seeing land after 32 days, 
22 hours and 4 minutes are memories I will never forget. 

What charities benefitted from your challenge?
There were two charities involved, the main being the
children’s unit in Cork University Hospital.  We raised enough
funds to buy two ventilators for children with cystic fibrosis.
The second, Pieta House, which is a non-profit organization
providing a specialised treatment programme for people
who have suicidal ideation or who participate in self-
harming behaviours.   This was close to my heart as someone
who has been through a pretty tough time with depression. 

What are you up to now?
I helped set up a tech company over the last three years,
and have since taken a step back. Currently, I am
interviewing for large household name tech companies (and
enjoying the unemployed life for the next couple of weeks).

If you would like to find out more about Tommy and his
team’s race across the Atlantic or if you would like to donate
to either charity, please visit the website: www.Relentless.ie
Congratulations Tommy and the rest of the crew, Eoin

O’Farrell, Pat
O’Connor and Sean
Underwood on this
fantastic
achievement from
all at the College!
We hope this story
will inspire you all to
take on the
adventures that life
has on offer! 

College...after theLife

Anyone for Cricket?
The highly anticipated annual College versus Old Edmundian cricket
match will be taking place on Sunday 13th May. 
All OEs and their families are invited to join us to watch the match.  The OEs, captained by Jeremy Gillham,
will be putting on their very finest performance to try to win back the coveted trophy! 

The College catering staff put on a wonderful cricket
tea for players and spectators – we would love to see
you there. 

Please register your interest to watch or to play
with the Alumni Office as soon as possible:
alumni@stedmundscollege.org / 01920 824358



In Memoriam

We have learned of the deaths of the following Edmundians:

Fr Norman Brown 
(Allen Hall & Academic Staff 1957-66) 
died on 13 October 2017 aged 87

Mrs Bridget Tasker (Infirmary Sister 1981-93)
died on 9 October 2017 aged 79

Philip Gallagher (St Hugh’s & Talbot 1970-81)
died on 14 October 2017 aged 55

Canon Louis Thomas (Allen Hall 1937-43)
died on 20 November 2017 aged 100

Sacha Wilkinson (St Edmund’s Prep 2013-17) 
died on 15 December 2017 aged 7

Hugh Thomas 
(St Hugh’s, Junior House & Talbot 1946-54) 
died on 24 December 2017 aged 81

John O’Brien (Douglass 1939-41)
died on 9 January 2018 aged 94

John Kelly (Douglass 1937-42)
died on 17 January 2018 aged 95

Mrs Jennifer Izzard (Infirmary Sister 2000-07) 
died on 28 January 2018 aged 73

Canon Digby Samuels (Allen Hall 1970-72)
died on 17 March 2018 aged 69

Michael Burgess (Junior House & Challoner 1945-51,
Governor 1995-2003)
died on 9 January 2018 aged 94

Canon Bernard MacDonald (Allen Hall 1945-48)
died on 4 April 2018 aged 93

May they rest in peace.
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Two Edmundians who were close friends throughout their
entire adult lives have passed away just eight days apart.

John Kelly came to St Edmund’s in 1937 aged 14 and was
in Douglass until May 1942.  John O’Brien arrived in 1939
aged 16 and was in Douglass until December 1941.  John O
was in the Rugby 1st XV whereas John K played in the
Cricket XI.  Both undertook National Service after leaving
the College. John K joined the Middlesex Regiment and later

transferred to the Royal Army Service Corps, part of the
army that was responsible for land, coastal and lake
transport, air despatch and barracks administration.  He
spent two and a half years in Germany, and while in the
army he took a course at the University of Göttingen.  John
O joined the Royal Air Force and, as an aircraftsman, served
in India and Singapore, where he frequently met other Old
Edmundians who were stationed there.

On his demobilisation, John K obtained a teaching post at a
senior mixed school near his home in Hanwell, Middlesex.
He married Margaret Cochrane in April 1950, later having a
daughter.  His long career led him to become headmaster
of a school in Middleton, Manchester. He was widowed in
1991 and retired shortly afterwards.

John O worked for seven years as the private secretary to
two successive Administrators of Westminster Cathedral.
He married Joan Goodson in June 1948 and they went on
to have two sons.  After leaving his secretarial position at
Westminster, he joined the British American Glass
Company as their Midlands representative, and rose to
become its managing director until his retirement in 1983. 

Both Johns were staunch supporters of The Edmundian
Association for many decades.  Sporting their distinctive
Edmundian blazer badges, they routinely made the long
journey to St Edmund’s Sunday together each year until
advancing years prevented them from doing so.  They also
enjoyed private visits to Rome and quite by chance we
bumped into them twice in the same street during
Edmundian pilgrimages in 1993 and 2001.

John James O’Brien was on born 28 January 1923 and died
on 9 January 2018 aged 94.  John Edward Kelly was born on
4 October 1922 and died on 17 January 2018 aged 95.

May they rest in peace.John O’Brien (left) & John Kelly

We are delighted to announce we are returning to Silver Leys Polo Club, Little Hadham for
the 3rd annual Edmundian Afternoon at the Polo on Saturday 2nd June.

Join us at this wonderful social and sporting occasion beginning with a welcome Prosecco
reception and a sumptuous 3-course lunch in the pitch side marquee. Arrival 12.30pm.

There will be exhilarating games of polo to enjoy, wooden polo ‘ponies’ to have a go on and try
your hand at the game (all stationary of course!) and a chance to meet some of the players and
the ponies. You will even be able to join in the time honoured tradition of treading in the divots
at half time (champers glass in hand optional!). 

You can book a table of ten or come and join a table and make new friends whilst watching the
games. Tickets priced at £65 per head, booking is essential. 

Bring your family and friends to enjoy this great occasion. Please contact the Alumni 
Office to book your place, numbers are strictly limited.  All enquiries should be 
made to Jo Beatty on alumni@stedmundscollege.org or call 01920 824358

All Old Edmundians are
warmly invited to join us...

The Two Johns


