
Avita Pro Fide
SPRING 2019                                            THE NEWSLETTER OF THE EDMUNDIAN ASSOCIATION  No.124

The Newsletter of the Edmundian Association

Last year’s celebration of our Patron Saint was an
extra special one to say the very least! We welcomed
250 Old Edmundians and guests to the College for an
afternoon of joy and reflection. Many had flown in
from far flung places to be there and to help us
celebrate a most special day.

We were blessed with the presence of The Most
Reverend George Stack, Archbishop of Cardiff, who was
the Principal celebrant for our Edmundian Association
Mass. We thank him for his time and enthusiasm, and as
an Old Edmundian himself, coming back to visit us.
Schola Cantorum sang beautifully throughout the 
Mass, recitals included, Sing England’s Sons and of
course, O Beate Mi Edmunde.  

After Mass there was a drinks reception in the
Ambulacrum which was then followed by a wonderful
roast beef lunch with all the trimmings. This was a great
opportunity to meet up with old friends and familiar
faces over a glass of wine or two. It was extremely
uplifting to see how quickly friendships were rekindled
and familiarity with old classmates restored. There were
speeches from Mr Durán and the Most Reverend George
Stack and a toast was made using the President’s Cup,
on loan fron Ushaw. The first time in many years it had
been used and was very fitting.

Thus followed an afternoon of activities for our guests
to participate in, should they have wished to do so. 

A letter from the Headmaster
Dear Edmundians,

A happy and blessed Easter to you all,
wherever you may be reading Avita Pro Fide
and my thanks, as always, for keeping us
updated with your news and thinking of the
College and Prep.  

It means a
huge amount
to know that
the school
remains the
hub of a
community
spread across
the world and
to be able to
inspire current
students with your achievements and journeys
is a real gift.

Many of you have already been in touch
with Linsey Edmunds, our new Alumni Officer,
and know for yourselves what a positive impact
she is having; I thank her and our new
President, Annika, for taking on these
responsibilites with such enthusiasm and
dedication and thank all the Association
members for their devotion.

The support of the Old Edmundian community
that I have experienced in my time at the
College and Prep has been an enormous
blessing, personally and professionally, and I
know that Matthew Mostyn will enjoy the
same welcome when he takes over at the helm
of this truly unique institution.

Please keep in touch and visit!  School days are
numbered but you are an Edmundian for life!

Avita Pro Fide!

Paulo Durán, HEADMASTER 

St Edmund’s Sunday
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Welcome to the
Spring Edition of
Avita Pro Fide!
What a whirlwind the beginning of this year has
been! As if the news of our Headmaster moving
on did not have a big enough impact on the
Edmundian community, we received the news
that Jo Beatty was also leaving us.  Jo was with us
as a member of staff for just over four and a half
years, and was also a pupil here for five years; she
will be greatly missed and is leaving behind rather
large boots to fill.  We wish her every success as
she returns to the world of media and we do hope
to keep in touch and see here at future events.

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce
myself as your new Alumni Officer.  I have worked at
the College for eighteen months and I have three
children currently at the school, therefore Edmundia
is truly already in my veins! 

I will endeavour to meet as many of you as I
possibly can and I am therefore thinking of different
opportunities to enable this.  I would like to ask for
your input in this area: do you have any events that
you would like to see take place?  Any particular
passions that you think would make a great social
occasion to share with others?  Please do email me
at the Alumni Office email address below and let me
know your ideas.

The wondrous events of last year to celebrate our
College and its founders seem but a distant memory.
The Westminster Mass in January, the 5k / 10k run in
the College grounds, #stedsfest, the trip to Douai
and an extra special St Edmund’s Sunday Mass all
confirmed what an enthusiastic, patriotic and special
community we have here at St Edmund’s.  The
event  s continue this year, we have already hosted
the London Dinner and a reunion for students who
attended in the 40s, 50s and 60s took place in
Mayfair. 

Looking ahead, we would like to invite Old
Edmundians to get in touch and get involved with
the Careers Fair or perhaps a society dinner.  Do you
work in a sector where you could offer help and
advice for any student wishing to pursue a career in
a particular industry?  If you are able to help, I would
be most grateful if you would contact me.

If you would like to
discuss any of the above,
or you have any news
that you would like to
share, please get in touch. 

Avita Pro Fide!

Linsey Edmunds
ALUMNI OFFICER 

alumni@stedmundscollege.org

Many OEs took part in tours of the College, and
they saw an awful lot of change since their studies
here.  Tours included a visit to the Divines’
Refectory, now the Music school; the old School
Block, now the Science Block and also a visit to 
the McEwan wing, which is now the ICT Suite.

Father Peter Harris kindly gave a talk on the Douai
Silver and College artefacts in the Museum and
there was the opportunity to view the College
installation of ‘There But Not There’ in the Chapel,
which, marked 100 years since the end of the
Great War.  In addition, there were screenings of
‘Quarry’, a play performed by our students.  As
you may recall, Quarry is based on the life of an
Old Edmundian, Andreas Fröhlich, who was killed
whilst he was a prisoner of war in Mauthausen. 

There was also an opportunity to purchase College
memorabilia from the Edmundian Association
shop, which was situated in the newly refurbished
Douglass House common room.  We are
enormously grateful for the generous donation
from the Edmundian Association that enabled
both Douglass and Challoner house areas to be
refurbished last year. 

It was a wonderful occasion, and we were
delighted to see so many friends, old and new,
who were able to join us.  We are blessed to have
such a committed and caring community.  We
very much look forward to seeing as many of you
as possible at this year St Edmund’s Sunday
celebration, and indeed all 2019 events. 

Avita Pro Fide! 

St Edmund’s Sunday 2018
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A message from our President
Throughout my time at St. Edmund’s in the late 1980s
and early 1990s, I managed exceptionally well to avoid all
positions of responsibility so no one is more surprised
than me to have been asked to take on the privilege of
becoming the President of the Old Edmundian Association
Committee!  I am very grateful to our out-going President,
Hiran Weereratne for his leadership over the past year and
delighted that he will continue as Treasurer on the
Committee going forward.

After leaving the College, I lost connection with my fellow
class-mates and the school pretty much entirely, as I am sure
many OEs have.  The wonder that is Facebook meant that I
slowly began a very light-touch interaction with a few old
friends and back in 2016, this led to me deciding to attend a
‘reunion’ of my year at the London dinner organised by the
Association.  It was with a fair degree of trepidation that I
went along to this – it had been nearly 25 years since I had
seen anybody!  I needn’t have worried.  From the moment I
arrived, it was like coming home and this is the feeling that
encompasses all my interactions with the College, the
headmaster, alumni  across the years: the feeling of family.
No matter what era the OEs I meet are from, we all have a
shared history: of the Refectory and food fights, of inspiring
and frightening teachers, of the highs and lows of boarding,
of freezing in the swimming pool/classrooms/dormitories/
sports fields* (delete as appropriate!).

We are lucky to have this and I am delighted to be able to
play a role in safeguarding this for OEs, both present and
future, through the work that the Association and
Committee do to support and build connections with OEs.

The College and it’s buildings are part of the fabric of our
memories and it is exciting for the Association to be able to
offer direct support for the ongoing enhancement of the
College so that our OEs and the current students can
continue to benefit.  I would hugely encourage anyone who
is interested in reconnecting with the College or taking a
more active role through the Committee to come along to
an OE event and try it out.  We’d love to have you!

2019 is a year of significant change for the College as the
current Headmaster, Paulo Durán, will be leaving at the end
of the academic year.  Paulo has brought the same drive and
commitment to his involvement with the OE Association as
he did to the College and the Committee and I are hugely
thankful for this.  We were also sad to say goodbye to Jo
Beatty as Alumni Officer earlier in the year.  I was lucky
enough to be at the College with Jo and it was great to be
reunited with her in support of the OEs, even if it was for a
short time.  Jo did a fantastic job and she is the reason I am
writing this today!  Whilst we are sad to see Paulo and Jo

move on, we are delighted
to welcome our new
Headmaster, Matthew
Mostyn, and Linsey
Edmunds, our new alumni
officer.  I look forward to
continuing this rewarding
work with them.

Best Wishes
Annika Haslett-Symonds
1988 - 1993   

Bob Tayor (Junior House, Douglass 1969 – 1976) has
very kindly written about a piece of Edmundia that is
very dear to his heart!

I doubt many OEs remember the John Brinsmead grand
piano (JB) that first caught my eye in Fr. Daniel Higgins’
office on the second floor of the main building, above the
Headmaster’s office.  I forget the year but I was probably
in Syntax or Poetry and Fr. Daniel was the music teacher.
It later moved to the old Junior house building when Fr.
Daniel changed his office and held music lessons as part
of General Studies when I was in Rhetoric 1 in ‘74.   

Years later the piano was rediscovered when I was a lay
student staying at the Allen Hall seminary in Chelsea from
‘76 to ‘78. Thanks to Nigel Howard, he tells me that JB
probably moved out in ’75 when the Divines moved 
out of St. Edmund’s which is the same year Fr. Daniel left. 

JB was housed in a room on the first or second floor,
which my memory tells me was lined with bookshelves.
This same room was used for small musical shows put on
by the Divines. At one concert, I recall one Divine at the
key board and another singing a good rendition of “Come
into the garden, Maude.” I would practice regularly on this
piano as I was taking piano lessons with Liviu Galbinski,
my former teacher at St Eds. 

During my stay at Allen Hall, the piano was moved
downstairs in an open space outside the refectory.  I
decided to buy this grand old grand piano and sought
permission from Fr. John Coghlan, the rector.  The price was
either 80 or 100 pounds, which was a tidy sum in 1978
for a student, even one lucky enough to be on a good
grant!  Liviu came down to tinkle a few notes and declared
the sale sound.  The piano was duly purchased and, some
time later, was moved to a basement flat in Islington. 

With my leaving London in the early 80s, the piano
needed a new home and my parents stepped in and the
piano was hauled up to Shrewsbury and ended up 
staying some 18 years!  With finally a house of my own,
JB would have a more stable life and he was gently and
skilfully manoeuvred into a converted garage in my 
30’s semi.  

JB underwent reconditioning twice – first in the 1980s to
restore and repolish the woodwork and replace the keys
and then in 2013, the key board mechanism was
overhauled.  The serial number dates the piano’s creation
to between 1911 and 1920, making John at least 98 
years old.  He still plays well but is not as nimble or as
soulful in the bass clef compared to his ‘youth’ back in 
the 1980s.  Nevertheless, the treble notes are still sharp
and crisp and regular tunings keep the piano in good trim. 

I discovered last year that JB has a relative in Rawalpindi,
this relative stands proud in the lobby of the Pearl
Continental hotel and fills its lobby with graceful music. 

Still tinkling the ivories of an old classic...

Mr Mohana Meet Up
After 15 years of employment at St
Edmund’s College, Mr Mohana is retiring as
a teacher of Mathematics at St Edmund’s
College, and is moving to India.

Whilst making his journey towards home, he
would like to take the opportunity to meet
up with his past pupils who are currently
residing in China, Hong Kong and Thailand.

He will be in Bangkok on 24th July, Hong
Kong 25th – 26th July, Shanghai 27th – 29th
July and Guangzhou from 30th – 31st July.  

Should you wish to meet up with him, and
other Old Edmundians, please do get in
touch with the Alumni Office on
alumni@stedmundscollege.org and I will
forward any enquiries on. 
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Welcome back...
We are always delighted to welcome back Old Edmundians to the College to
have a look around.  If you would like to visit, please do contact the Alumni
Office to arrange a visit - alumni@stedmundscollege.org

Ben Carter-
Mouat (1989-
1999) and his
family visited us in
September 2018.
Ben visited us for
the first time and
his wife, son and
stepson
accompanied him.
It was lovely to
see them all.

It was lovely to see Bond Lo (2008 -2014).
Bond came back to visit the Headmaster and
several of his former teachers.  Bond currently
lives in Hong Kong but still keeps in touch
with the College.

We also welcomed back Charles
Hempsted, Fiachra Sweeney and
Amir Shamsubarov for a visit to
the College.  They had the
opportunity to catch up with lots
of former teachers and take a
tour of the College to see whats
changed.

Once again, the College hosted its annual Careers Fair in the Butler Hall this 
January.  We rely on volunteers from all professions to come and speak with our
current students and give inspiration of various career paths, and what options are
open to them. 

We had over fifty exhibitors who were kind enough to give up their time this year; many of
these were Old Edmundians.  It is very heartening to see ex-pupils coming back to the
College and imparting their experience and knowledge to current pupils, who may well
follow in their footsteps one day. 

This years Old Edmundians who attended the fair were:
Joseph Haji-Hannas (78-84) Andre Annison (01-07) Anthony Parisi (54-60) Chris Wade (03-
10) David Meyer (91-97) Edward O’Bryan (05-12) Gemma Cooper (92-99) Nick Bannister
(60-64) Peter Blackman (64-72) Piers Chipperfield (90-97) Rick Shaw (77-84) Robert Dodds
(91-02) Sergey Kornev (99-04) Sean O’Connor OBE(76-86) Sergey Kornev ( 99-04) Tim
Mays (76-81) Vince Owen (90-97) Adrian Kimber (79-84) Stephen Kimber (68-75) 

If you think that you could possibly spare some time to attend next year’s Careers Fair,
please do get in touch – whatever your professional field, we want to hear from you. 

Careers Fair 2019

We are pleased to announce that our new website has been
launched. The new site allows you to reconnect with old friends,
view (and in the near future book online) Old Edmundian
events, view photo galleries of all the events and keep up to
date with all the news form the College and Alumni Office.

You are able to find us by clicking on the Alumni button on the College’s
website: www.stedmundscollege.org or you can visit us directly at
www.stedmundscollegealumni.org - come and join our community.

You can manage your own profile, message and invite friends to join up too
and even post your own bits of news. 

New Alumni website launched!
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There was a reunion of friends at 
The Feathers pub, Wadesmill just
before St Edmund’s Sunday.  There was
a great turn out; it is always good to
meet up with old friends and it didn’t
take long to roll back those 50 plus
years since they last met. 

Apologies were sent fom David Rozalla
and Roger Reading who were unable to
make the evening. 

Bottom photo from left to right: 

Peter Singleton (1960 -1968),

Michael Maslinski (1962 -1970), 

Tim O’Regan (1957 – 1966), 

Michael McCrory (1957 – 1966),

Andrew Lloyd (1958 – 1965), 

Bill Holloway (1961 – 1968), 

Phil Collins (1961 – 1968), 

Mike Stone (1962 – 1968), 

Kevin Broughan (1962 – 1968) and

John Bannister (1960-1968). 

Rolling back the years at the Feathers

We were fortunate enough to be able to host the evening
in the Judge’s Courtroom, a private dining area on the
second floor with its own bar area. 

A welcome glass of Prosecco greeted guests whilst name
badges were distributed and familiar faces were found.
Once all the guests had gathered, we were called in for
dinner, and, after Grace, we took our seats.  Groups of
friends had reserved a number of tables, whilst others
were made up of OEs who attended the College in the
same era.  It was a fantastic opportunity to meet with
both old and new acquaintances.  There were many
familiar faces and a number of people had travelled quite
a distance to attend.  Others had not had so far to travel,
but all were given a very warm welcome.  

The food was excellent and the waiting staff were most
attentive and efficient, we were very well looked after.
Melanie Burke gave a short speech saying farewell to our
Alumni Officer, Jo Beatty, and thanked her for the

dedication and commitment that she has given the role
over the years.  The Headmaster also gave a speech to
welcome everyone and to update them with the latest
news from the College.  He talked of his departure from
the College and welcomed the new Alumni Officer, Linsey
Edmunds to the role.

The evening was as usual a huge success, and this is due
to the unique foundation of friendships that were made
and cemented at our remarkable School.

We welcome all old Edmundians and their partners to 
the London Dinner and we would be pleased to see 
more of you at next year’s event.  There is lots of fun to 
be had by all.

Attendees: Michael Mason (66-70) Tim Fuller (67-72) David
Kay (75-82) Melissa Bach (Guest) John Vaughan-Shaw (Former
Academic Staff) Peter Antram (63-72) Hiran Weeraratne (68-
75) Bob Taylor (69-76) Aidan Anglin (79-84) David Hewitt (77-
83) Ashley Cooper (77-84) Jeremy Gillham (63-69) Chris

Gillham (58-64) Adrian Gillham (60-65) Michael Hutchison (56-
65) Christopher Hutchison (56-63) Paulo Durán (Headmaster)
Alice Merino (Guest) Michael Maslinski (62-70) John Bryant
(62-71) Jennifer Mernagh (88-93) Becky Collett (90-93) Katie
Banatvala (88-93) Amy Peake (88-92) Kelly King (89-93) Annika
Haslett-Symonds (88-93) Rowena Haslett (89-93) Jo Beatty
(88-93) Ivor O’Mahony (45-53) John Crowley (49-56) Chris
Reed (47-57) John Crowley (49-56) Sam Langham-Service (47-
58) Pat Langham-Service (Guest) Beryl Keenan (Guest) Andrew
Keenan (52-60) Len Santorelli (54-60) Margaret Santorelli
(Guest) Tony Conway (42-49) David Peel (51-59) Ronald
Gladman (54-59) Jolyon Baldwin (53-59) Chris Knight (51-61)
Peter Knight (54-65) Melanie Burke (Director of External
Relations) Linsey Edmunds (Alumni Officer) Colin Jones (49-58)
Charlotte Olliver (01-16) Robert Ryan (08-15) Roger James (85-
95) Matt Campbell (87-92) Carol Lewis ( Former Academic
Staff) John Lewis (Guest) John Perry (Former Academic Staff)
Nigel Howard (Former Academic Staff) Ken Hall (Former
Academic Staff) Shirley Leyen (Guest) Tom Hannah (70-75)
Roland Wilding (63-74). Paul Keenan (49-57) sent his apologies
at being unable to attend. He was there with us in spirit!

For the second year running, the London Dinner was held at Browns in Covent Garden. It was wonderful to welcome Edmundians
who have attended the College over many different generations, from the 1940s, right up to some that left only a few of years ago. 

The London Dinner
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Name: Sean O’Connor OBE
House: Junior House and Douglass
When were you at St Edmund’s: 1978 - 1985

We were fortunate
enough to have Sean
attend our student
Careers Fair in January.
Here we learnt a little of
his time in the RAF and
thought it would make a
great interview.

What’s your most vivid
memory of your time at
St Ed’s?
Probably the termly
parent - teachers’

meetings which followed the usual flow of generally good
reports with the… “but we know Sean can do so much better
– we think he is just coasting most of the time”.  It never
ceased to amaze me that the teachers always seemed to
know when I was putting in just the minimum effort needed
to pass the next exam or essay so I could save my time for
anything that involved the outdoors. 

Did you have a favourite teacher?
That’s a hard one.  I can’t think that I disliked any but the one
I liked the most was probably Father Pinot, but by far and
away the one I respected most was Mr Gallie.  He was harsh
but fair and definitely adept at getting the best out of me.  

Were there any life lessons learnt at the College which
helped in later years?  
I think it’s difficult to quantify the many life skills and
attributes you get during your time at St Edmunds and, from
my brief return in January this year, it is clear that the
College’s ethos and values that I remember, endure today.  I
think if I could draw out a few, first would be a strong moral
compass.   There is no doubt that in my service career I have
had to make some very tough decisions, some with the
potential for the gravest of outcomes.  I think the strong social
fabric and moral cohesion of the College, grounded in the
Catholic faith, equip one very well for the hard road ahead. 

Next would be self-belief and confidence.  The work ethic,
dedication of the teaching staff and the culture of getting the
best out of every student, combined with wider
opportunities such as the Debating Society, really set me on
a solid path both in my career and also in my personal life  .  

Lastly it would be self-reliance and discipline.  I think whilst I
was at the College I knew I was building the former; but

looking back, it was the House structure and peer-to-peer
progression through Grammar, Syntax, Poetry and Rhetoric
with the associated hierarchy of seniority that build the
framework for personal discipline.

What was your career path from leaving school? 
I attended the RAF’s recruitment and Selection Centre at 17
ahead of my A level mocks.  Then at the same time as I was
applying for universities, I had a offer to join the RAF as an
officer on completion of my A level studies.  I then went on a
‘realistic job preview’ visit for 48 hours where I had the
opportunity to dip my toe in to what was potentially in store.
That sealed the decision to join the RAF as soon as
practicable.  Simply put I opted for a life of adventure and
excitement over yet more studies.  Looking back, it was
definitely the right choice, I now have 2 Masters level degrees
(King’s and Cambridge) and a succession of other
postgraduate qualifications, as well as being a Fellow of the
Chartered Management Institute.

What was your first rank and your first assignment?
My first rank on commissioning was ‘Acting Pilot Officer’; a
sort of probationary rank which I often feel is more for the
guidance of others to ensure you get the right levels of
coaching and mentoring early on before loading you up
progressively with responsibility and challenge. 

My first short assignment was at RAF Buchan (near
Peterhead, Scotland) where I finished my professional training
defending UK’s Airspace from daily Soviet probing sorties and
‘demonstrations of presence’.  But once certified as ‘combat
ready’, I went to RAF Lossiemouth and qualified as an
Airborne Early Warning Operator and Controller on Number
8 Squadron, flying the venerable Avro Shackleton AEW Mk2. 

What has been your toughest challenge yet?
That’s a tough question... so I’ll give a flavour of some of the
toughest. Personally and emotionally, it would be as a twenty
year old, breaking the news to my close friend’s fiancée that
he had sadly died in a flying accident and then attending
seven funerals of other friends who had died in five days.

Professionally, it would be being airborne over the Balkans on
10 July 1995 and receiving numerous requests for air support

from the Dutch peacekeepers but not being able to meet
them, as permission for us to do so needed to be granted
through the NATO chain of Command to the UN. 

The hardest physical challenge I had was when we were
running the evacuation of civilians from Libya in 2011. Here,
as the Operations Director, I barely slept for ten days straight,
but still had to be alert enough to make sensitive decisions
on whether or not to put UK service men and women in
harm’s way in order to carry out numerous rescue missions.

What can an RAF career offer any individuals currently
contemplating it? 
Genuine challenge (be that physical, mental or technical –
often all three at the same time), adventure, fun, excitement,
personal reward and a sense of belonging.  In sum, the
opportunity to be part of a team that makes a difference to
both our nation and also to countless individuals across the
world, my inner monologue also screams “you also get to do
some really cool stuff with science fiction type technologies
that most can only dream of”. 

When did you receive your OBE? How did it feel? Were
you apprehensive on the day?
I was awarded it in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list of
2013 and I managed to get back from an operational
deployment in Afghanistan to receive it from His Royal
Highness the Duke of Cambridge that October.   

I felt immensely proud and humbled at the same time.  It
was in recognition for the time I spent during the 2011 and
2012 ‘Arab Awakening’ in the Middle East for planning and
organising the safe evacuation of UK citizens and entitled
people who had found themselves in harms way as a result
of the instability across the region.    

I wasn’t particularly
nervous or apprehensive
on the day; I received my
award on the same day as
a good friend and I was
with my wife and parents
for the event.  The
ceremonial staff are also
exceptionally skilled at
putting anyone at their
ease so one gains the
most from the very
special day.

What advice would you give to yourself as a younger you
leaving St Edmund’s College?
Study hard and be the best you can be on any given day;
then reflect at the end of each day ‘how could I have been
better’.  But don’t forget you are only young once so
remember to enjoy every fantastic opportunity that life can
offer. Lastly, don’t lose touch with your friends.

College...
after theLife

Alan Sleight was a well-liked teacher who passed away recently. 

Educated at Nottingham University, he came to St Edmund’s
after a period as a housemaster at the Licensed Victuallers' School
in Slough, and lived with his family on the College campus. 

He was Head of Physics between 1997 and 2010. A fellow
member of science staff once said “His usual morning greeting
would include the words, "Isn't this fun?", and to him it was.
Enthusiasm was never in short supply; he found it hard not to
bring this into the classroom and indeed into whatever he did.”

Alan was an angling enthusiast, organising fishing as an activity
for the students, and he served as a tutor for Poetry and Syntax in
Douglass for seven years. He was always there for his students
and many missed his larger-than-life presence when he took early
retirement and moved to live in the Fens. 

Alan John Sleight was born on 9 June 1952 and died after a long
period of declining health on 11 December 2018 aged 66.

May he rest in peace.

Remembering... Alan Sleight
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World War One Project
In December 2018, Mike Wicksteed (OE 1960-62) visited
the grave of Bertram Miller in Lydd Cemetery, Kent.

Bertram Charles Joseph St Clair Miller was at St
Edmund’s between 1904 and 1908, after which he went
to school in Bruges, Belgium, and then to Edinburgh
University, where he studied medicine for two years. In
September 1914, just one month after the outbreak of
war, he began his service as a trooper in the Scottish
Horse Yeomanry.  He then joined the Special Battalion of
the Royal Engineers as a corporal. After eighteen months
he was transferred to the Royal Flying Corps, and within

the short period of six weeks he
was qualified as an

observer. 

He met his death at
the age of 23 as the
result of an accident
while flying in Kent
on 29 November

1917, when his plane
stalled and spun out of

control in low cloud.  He
is buried next to his pilot.  

In March 2019, Mike Wicksteed visited the grave of Athole
Gudgeon in Winchester (St James’s Hill) RC Cemetery,
Winchester, Hampshire.

Athole Edwin Gudgeon was at St Edmund’s between 1894
and 1899.  For some eighteen months, early in the war, he
was lieutenant on board HM Destroyer Quail, and then took
command of HMS Ettrick.  This was a river class destroyer
with a complement of 70 men which was on anti-
submarine patrol in the English Channel where she also
escorted merchant ships and defended the Dover Barrage
between England and France.  On 7 July 1917 she was
torpedoed by a U Boat, UC 61, 15 miles south west of
Beachy Head with the loss of 49 officers and
men.  She lost her bow and had to be towed
back to port.  

Of those rescued, three later died of
their wounds, Athole of severe leg
injuries on 27 August 1917 in Haslar
Hospital at Gosport.  He was buried
with his parents with full military
honours, the cortege being watched
by large numbers of people as it passed
slowly up Winchester's High Street.

Since 2014 we have been trying to visit the graves or memorials of all the 82 Edmundians known to have perished
in the First World War.  We managed to visit 74 of the known sites with just seven to go.  There was one civilian
death whose grave location was unknown.

Perhaps not surprisingly the seven sites we did not
get the opportunity to visit are the most far-flung
and remote. 

If any Edmundian gets the chance in future to visit
these, we would be glad to hear from them:

In Turkey:

A Thomas Bantock 
Hill 10 Cemetery, Gallipoli

Francis R Ryan
Pink Farm Cemetery, Helles

In Egypt:

John E Foreman
Alexandria (Hadra) War Memorial Cemetery, 
Alexandria

Joseph A Morgan
Kantara War Memorial Cemetery, El-Quantara

Godwin J A S O'Fflahertie
Cairo War Memorial Cemetery, Cairo

In Malawi:

Henry R Cruise
Karonga War Cemetery, Karonga

In Tanzania:

Henry C Gouldsbury
Tanga European Cemetery, Tanga

Where available and as close as possible 
to the centenaries of their deaths, the

obituaries of the former students and staff 
of St Edmund's College who fell in this conflict

have been published online at
http://edmundianswwi.blogspot.co.uk/  

A full list by date of death can be seen at
http://archives.edmundianassociation.org.uk/WWI_Project_by_
date.pdf and a full list alphabetically by surname can be seen at
http://archives.edmundianassociation.org.uk/WWI_Project_by_
surname.pdf

As this project now officially draws to a close, we would like to thank all of those who visited the various
graves and memorials: Mike Barber, Steve Chambers, Paulo Durán, Lester Fernandes, Bernard Hannah,
Michael Hernu, Liam Humphreys, David Kay, Terry Noë, Adrian Petty, Chris Reed, Rob & Linda Taylor, 
Diana & Roger Vanderson, Mike Wicksteed, and all those who went on the Edmundian Association
battlefields trips in 2015 and 2018.
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If you have some exciting news, 
whether it be a wedding or birth 
announcement, an exciting career 
move or even an impromptu get 
together with other OEs we 
would love to hear about it, 
please send details through to:

Linsey Edmund, Alumni Officer
St Edmund's College, 
Old Hall Green, Ware, Herts SG11 1DS

Telephone: 01920 824358
Email: alumni@stedmundscollege.org

Yasmin Omotosho (Talbot House
2001-08) was called to the bar by
the Honourable Society of the
Middle Temple in October 2018
where she is now a Pupil Barrister
in Temple and is thoroughly
enjoying it.

Farah Omotosho (Talbot
House 2005–2012) appeared
on Question Time this month
and was in the studio
audience on the day that
Parliament had voted on the
Brexit extension. Farah posed
a question to Clive Lewis,
Labour MP, and challenged
the party’s criticism of the Conservative Party.  Farah
quoted that “it was a really great experience, especially on
such an important day”.

Paul Browning (St Hughs, Talbot House 1954-1963)
writes to tell us that after a long and successful career in
the hotel industry, managing and owning several hotels, he
has now retired to Torquay.  We wish him well in his
retirement. 

Sarah Platt (née Quirke, Pole
House 1993 – 1998) has
recently had a change of
vocation.  After ten years in
publishing, she is currently in
her first undergraduate year at
Bournemouth University as a
student nurse!  Such a total
career change and she could
not be happier. 

Simon Thompson (Junior House, Douglass House 1988 -
1995) has been in touch to update us on his career.
Having completed his training as a Surgeon specialising in
knee related problems in London, Singapore and Sydney,
Simon worked in elite rugby with the New South Wales
Warratahs and the Wallabies.  He has won numerous
International awards for his research in ACL injuries, and is
an Honorary Senior Clinical Lecturer at Imperial College.
He runs an international trauma fellowship out of London
and is the clinical lead for our ex-military personnel with
the veterans programme and
undergraduate and
postgraduate lead for
Orthopaedic Surgery at
Chelsea Westminster.  Simon
currently lives in Guildford
with his wife (they were
married in the College Chapel
and his two daughters and his
son, all of whom were
baptised in the College Chapel. 

Bob Taylor (Douglass 1969-1976) attended his first OE
dinner in London in February where he met several former
teachers and sat next to Hiran Weereratne.  Bob is still
based in Bangkok doing malaria research and would be
interested to link up with any OEs in Thailand and the OE
group in Singapore.  He remains in contact with Lindsey
Grant, currently living in New Zealand, and Garry Hlavaty,
who lives in Hong Kong.  Bob would like to trace Ian
Quinn, Tim Cushion and St J Mound.

Marek Dergiman (Douglass House 1959 -1966) Marek
lives in Harare, Zimbabwe.  Over the festive period, he acts
as Father Christmas to spread a little cheer and help to
raise spirits.  Santa also visited a paediatric ward for young
patients living with cancer.  What lucky children they are
to get a visit from this special guest!

Liam Humphreys (Douglass House 1956 – 1961) has
had a very busy time of late. His wife has been named as
Thailand’s new Ambassador to Bangladesh.  Her official
‘Letters of Credence’ were given to her by King Rama X.
The photograph shows her at her first intra – mural
function in Dhaka and took place at the Papal Nuncio’s
Residence; she is placed fifth from the left.  Whilst there,
Liam and the Nuncio’s deputy realised that they had
mutual acquaintances, and discussed a rugby match that
took place in Washington many years ago.  Coincidently,
Liam’s wife has also been named (non-resident)
Ambassador to the Kingdom of Bhutan.

James Boshell (Challoner 1961 -1968) lives in Cape Town
and this year, on 22nd March, he and his wife Helen
celebrated 44 years of marriage.  They share their
anniversary with a fellow classmate, David Rozalla, and his
wife, Belinda, who also married on exactly the same day!
They reunited 4 years ago in Cape Town and all celebrated
their Ruby wedding anniversaries together.  Huge
congratulations to you all!

Chris Disney
(St Hughs,
Talbot House
1963 – 1970)
is certainly a
man well-
travelled!  He
has recently
taken command of two very beautiful vessels.  The first
one is a 56m Charter Yacht. Chris joined her in Bora Bora
and completed three charters over the Christmas and New
Year period, before travelling 3,300 nautical miles to
Mexico where the yacht was taken out of the water for a
refit and a survey.  The other is a 47m private yacht, in
which Chris completed a summer season in the
Mediterranean before crossing the Atlantic, cruising the
Caribbean and arriving in Mexico, before returning back to
Europe via Bermuda, the Bahamas and the Azores.  Have
you got room for a few stowaways next time Chris please? 

Roger W.W.Baker ( Talbot
1958 – 1960) is certainly a
man worth knowing.  For
approximately three years he
has been the Bailli (local
President) of The Confrérie de
la Chaîne des Rôtisseurs, in
Naples, Florida.  It is a
worldwide gourmet food and
wine society founded in France
in 1248.  Today it has around
25,000 members worldwide.
In April Roger received the organistions Silver Star, the
second highest award, from the company’s Bailli Délégué
(national Chairman) Hal Small.

Jaime de Vicente
Rodríguez (Poynter 1996
– 1997) has had something
to celebrate.  He has a
beautiful daughter who
has just turned one!  The
photograph was taken
recently in Uruguay; you
must be a very proud
daddy Jaime.

Fraser Bolton (2002 -2017), Charlie Ponting (2002 –
2018), Megan Schoeman (2002 – 2017) and Jessica-
Angel McAleese (2002 – 2017) had a very important
appointment at St James’ Palace with HRH the Earl of
Wessex.  They were invited to receive their Gold Duke of
Edinburgh awards, along with 276 other young people.
Jilly McCartney, our Duke of Edinburgh co-ordinator
accompanied them on their visit and they all had the
opportunity to discuss their achievements with His Royal
Highness.  The certificates were awarded by Kiko
Matthews, the world record holder for a solo female
rowing across the Atlantic Ocean.  The day was a fantastic
opportunity to be inspired by the achievements of young
people from all over the country.

OE News
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2018-2019 Committee
President Annika Haslett-Symonds

Treasurer Hiran Weereratne

Secretary Eleanor Gribben

Communications Tim Fuller

Alumni Officer Linsey Edmunds

Representative Michael Mason

Headmaster Paulo Durán

Head Boy Taymen Sargusingh  

Head Girl Fionnuala Marshall

President Emeritus

and Archivist David Kay

Representatives
40s-50s-60s Mike Elgood

Hong Kong George Sobek / Bond Lo

New Zealand Alex Binnie

Singapore Terry Nӧe  

Spain Victor Tarruella

USA Vincent Fitzgerald

We are delighted to welcome new Committee
members and volunteers. 

In Memoriam

We have learned of the deaths of the following
Edmundians:

Andrew Frank Browning (St Hughs 1959 -64)
died on 5 June 2017 aged 66

Fr Robert Barry (Allen Hall 1970-75)
died on 15 December 2018 aged 73

Ian Brady (St Hugh’s & Talbot 1960-65)
died on 23 July 2018 aged 69

Fr George Dangerfield (Allen Hall 1950-56) 
died on 6 October 2018 aged 86

John de Haan (Talbot 1941-43)
died in January 2018 aged 92

Canon Angus MacQueen (Allen Hall 1948-51)
died on 9 February 2019 aged 95

Fr Timothy McCarthy (Allen Hall 1963-69)
died on 6 March 2018 aged 82

Fr Seamus Noctor (Allen Hall 1949-55)
died on 16 January 2019 aged 90

Fr Adrian Walker (Allen Hall 1956-60)
died on 24 January 2019 aged 87

Fr Gerard Burke (Douglass 1951-53)
died on 20 March 2019 aged 83

May they rest in peace.

Two Old Edmundians, Father Peter Chappell
(Douglas House 53-58) and Tony O’Mahoney
(Challoner House 54-59), reunited last year in
sunnier climes.  Tony attended the celebrations in
Douai with his wife and then went on to visit
Father Peter in Gozo, Malta.  It had been sixty years
since they last met and they had lots to catch up
on and reminisce over their College days.

Father Peter was a bell ringer whilst at the College
and a Sergeant in the Combined Cadet Force.  When
he left, he went directly to the Seminary of the
Pontifical English College in Lisbon and he became
ordained on 23rd May 1964.  He then undertook
numerous parish works and worked 12 years as a
hospital chaplain and 16 years as a prison chaplain, all

of which he enjoyed immensely.  Father Peter retired in 2009 and moved to Gozo where he is currently chaplain to the
local English speaking Catholics.

Tony Mahoney was a prefect and a Company Sergeant Major in the CCF whilst at the College.  On leaving the College,
he worked in the City for a few years and then went on to Brighton to work for the family business of wholesale and
retail.  In 1966 he emigrated to Australia and got a job in a large finance company and relocated within the company
many times.  In 1971 he married his wife, Geraldine and this year they will celebrate 47 years of matrimony.  In 1978
he returned to university and qualified with an accounting degree.  He is currently tutoring in Accounting and
International Business at Queensland University of Technology and has been there for twenty five years thus far!

  Hugh Thomas was born in 1936 to Alfred Llewellyn
Thomas, a fancy draper and Passchendaele veteran,
and Eileen Alice (née Healy).  He was the great
nephew of Fr Francis Healy, who was Headmaster of
St Edmund’s between 1926 and 1929.

Hugh grew up in Muswell Hill, north London, and
remembered being evacuated from Great Ormond
Street Hospital during a bombing raid during the
Second World War.  After attending a French convent
school in London, he was packed off to St Edmund’s
where he excelled in his studies.

He was one of the last generations to do national
service and served - reluctantly - as a second lieutenant
in the Royal Engineers.  He became proficient in Morse
Code and he and his friends would express their view of
National Service in their coded sign-offs.

He managed to get into St Catherine’s College,
Cambridge, through an entrance procedure slightly less
daunting than that faced by students today - an elderly
don established that he had been to public school and
asked him if he played rugby.  Knowing that St
Catherine’s had several England players, and that he
would never actually have to play, he said yes.  Once in,
he coxed for the rowing team; he was also involved in
the famous Footlights comedy troupe and counted the
comedian John Bird (later of Bird & Fortune fame)
among his friends.

Hugh subsequently trained as an architect at the urging
of his father and his first job was taking part in slum
clearances in the London borough of Haringey, an
experience he found eye-opening, not to say shocking.
While most people might take a critical view of the

concrete high-rise housing estates that went up in the
1950s and 60s, Hugh would often point out that they
were far preferable to the slums they had replaced.

Hugh sometimes questioned his career choice,
especially when it came to the epic battles he was
constantly engaged in with council planners - but he
was an excellent architect whose legacy includes
private houses, businesses, a doctor’s surgery and
several crematoria.  In fact, at one point he had designed
more crematoria than any other architect in Britain.

Hugh’s sense of humour also came out in his work -
you could always tell a Hugh Thomas design because
somewhere within the drawings, hidden away in a
corner or lurking under a column, would be a black cat.
His children used to pore over them trying to find
where he had put it.

In 1967 Hugh went on a blind date with a Czech-born
German with the unusual name of Anima - they
married and moved to Bury St Edmunds where they
raised two children, Katie and Philip.  The marriage
ended in the late 1980s and in 2001 Hugh married Jilly,
living in Felixstowe and then Ixworth.

He was sadly due to attend his daughter’s funeral when
Hugh suddenly and unexpectedly became unwell and
collapsed, having suffered a stroke.

Hugh Francis Thomas was born in Whitstable, Kent, on
20 March1936 and was in St Hugh’s, Junior House and
Talbot between1946 and1954.  He died after a short
illness on 24 December 2017 at the age of 81 having
been fortified by the Last Rites of the Church.

May he rest in peace.

An Overseas Reunion

Hugh Thomas 1936 - 2017
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William Bickford was a student in St Hugh’s and Talbot
between 1918 and 1923.  This was at a time of great
change at St Edmund’s College.  Electricity was installed,
the Galilee Chapel and School Block were built, the
House system was set up, and rugby football was
introduced as a sport.  He was a cousin of Mgr Francis
Bickford, 18th President of the College.

After a varied career which culminated in becoming
Senior Overseas Manager for British Overseas Airways
Corporation (now British Airways), he enjoyed a long
retirement and died in 2002.

Whilst having a recent clear out, his son Professor David
Bickford discovered the manuscript of his unpublished
autobiography.  Here are some extracts which reflect
life at St Edmund’s during his time here.

1918
The time eventually came for the next big change in my life -
St Edmund’s College, Old Hall, Ware, Herts.  Mother had a
large clothing list to contend with, which included two Eton
suits.  These comprised of striped trousers, black, a bum
freezer jacket with a large collar known as an Eton collar.
These were worn on Sundays.  I remember when I first put it
on, darling mother, who was very precise in what a young
gentleman had to wear, gave me shirts with starched fronts
and cuffs.  How I was ragged by the other boys who had
scruffy shirts! I even had a trouser press! 

Soon the great day arrived and I was escorted to Liverpool
Street station where I had a tearful farewell of uncle Jack 
and mother.  On my arrival I was assigned to the prep school
St Hugh’s under Mr “Icky” Staines.  There was a Miss Sullivan
(Sally bags), very strict, religious and very old. 

I became a fervent scout in the Panther Patrol led by
“Goggles” May and we did well against our rival Tiger Patrol.
I learnt knots, fret work and camping etc.  In fact it taught
me a lot of self reliance.  I became quite a fervent Catholic,
had my first confession and communion in the lovely little
chapel in St Hugh’s.  We used to go to St Edmund’s on
Sunday for the High Mass, it was most impressive. 

1919
St Edmund’s had a seminary for Divines who studied there
and were ordained priests.  Some famous priests came from
there.  On special feast days, sometimes Cardinal Bourne
would come over and officiate with Bishop Butt etc.  Oh
what a fantastic ceremony it was.  The procession would

outshine royalty. The choir, with Cross, candles etc. first,
then about 20 to 30 Divines, then the priests, then the
Canons in full dress, then the Monsignors in full dress, then
the Bishop with his acolytes, then the Cardinal with his long
scarlet train held by two acolytes, then the cantors, and then
the priest in superb cope with the Deacons and Sub-
Deacons in full robes. In front of which would be the master
of ceremonies. 

Dear old “Icky” Staines was a great flautist and taught us
singing using the flute. We learnt nearly all the songs from
the Student’s Song Book. 

1920
The time came after my usual abysmal scholastic
performance for me to go to St Edmund’s.  In those days,
you were never told what is to happen to you until the actual
moment.  It came as a shock to me to arrive at St Hugh's and
be told to move off to St Edmund’s. 

We had gas and oil lamps. The gas was made
in our own private plant. Lighting in the main
rooms was by acetylene gas. Chilblains and
colds were rampant. 

Food was very sparse and appalling. Breakfast porridge and
bread and butter rationed (it was war time).  Lunch very
little; meat, potatoes and overcooked cabbage, suet
pudding.  It was so bad, we staged a hunger strike at lunch. 

The Professors and President used to preside at the top table
raised on a platform overlooking our tables.  We set on a day
and at lunch in dead silence, refused all food.  This went on
for two days.  The President was livid and visited each class
and wiped the floor with us.  Needless to say we had a new
procurator and had eggs for breakfast etc.  He didn't last
long - he was too expensive.

1921
Life was as is in all public schools. During my first year rugger
was introduced instead of football. We had splendid sports
fields. When I left there was room for an 18 hole golf course.
We played tennis, cricket, rugby, swimming - superb
swimming baths for those days. We also played some old
fashioned games.  Racquets which was playing up against a
wall with a line across it to mark the height at which you
must play, the middle of the wall was a spare pillar built in,
you could angle your shots on to. 

Another was Tip Cat, a small stick pointed at each end, and
balanced over a small hole in the ground.  You had in your
hand a bigger stick which was pointed at one end.  You stood
in a small circle.  The game was to hit the pointed end of the
stick with the point end of your stick and as it sprang into the
air, you hit it as hard as you can.  The fielders, any number,
tried to stop the stick which is then thrown from where the
fielder stands and hopefully it lands in the circle.  If it does,
the player is out. If it does not, the fielder scores one.  The
game is individual, there are no teams. 

1920
I used to keep animals with a friend at the back of the College
chapel where no one could see.  We kept mice, rats which we
caught in the College with bird lime, (a lot of rats in the College)
and birds of all descriptions.  We spent a lot of time feeding
and watering them.  The head prefect eventually caught us.

1921
One of my disciplinary escapades brought Ronald Knox, the
translator, writer and scholar into my life.  It happened thus.
There was a maths master Mr Thomas who could not keep
discipline in our class and one of our number used to think of
all sorts of ideas to play havoc in the class.  This reached a
climax when he encouraged us to hum on either side of the
class.  He would put up a signal and one half would hum
while Thomas was at the blackboard.  He would look to that
side of the class and then the other would start and so on.
He reported it to the Prefect of Studies, Father Flynn, a very
much feared dragon.  He came down and called for the
ringleader.  No response.  He then threatened us with the
day of all days our St Edmund’s holiday and cricket match.
No reply.  Finally, yours truly who, by then, was thoroughly
frightened of what year old Fr Flynn would do, said, I was!
Father Flynn then started a skilful cross-examination and
then sent me back to get the truth from my classmates. 

1922
Anyway this scandal seemed to have been circulated
amongst the professors and came to the ears of Ronnie Knox
who named me "Splendide Mendax"!  I have put this in
because, when dear uncle Jim came home from India, he
could no longer pay my school fees.  Monsignor Ronnie Knox
came forward and offered to mother that he should do so.
Mother gladly accepted and so I had a further year at my
beloved St Edmund’s.

Pics top left to bottom right: School block 1922, William Bickford,

Galilee Chapel, Ronald Knox, Washblock 1922, Rugby Team 1921-22.

A snapshot of life at St Ed’s
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Dates for your Diary
Saturday 11th May 2019 
OE Cricket Match vs Current College
Timings TBC. All welcome!

Thursday 17th October 2019  
Reunion drinks
For those at the College in the 80s, 90s and 00s
Venue and timings TBC

Sunday 17th November 2019
St Edmund’s Sunday 
Please contact the Alumni Office to book tickets for lunch
All welcome! 

All Edmundians are welcome to attend any of these events; it is important to book
your place so please contact Linsey Edmunds in the Alumni Office for reservations or
more details.

Linsey Edmunds, Alumni Officer - St Edmund's College, Old Hall Green, Herts SG111DS

Telephone: 01920 824291 Email: alumni@stedmundscollege.org

Obituary - Michael Burgess
Born in Belgium before the Second World War,
Michael and his family were to travel around Europe
and America after having to flee the occupying
enemy forces.  Instead of a conventional tranquil
childhood, Michael witnessed the London Blitz and
the Battle of Britain in the skies over the city.  When
a bomb narrowly missed the house the family was
living in, the family decamped to the relatively safe
countryside. 

Michael and his younger brother Patrick were sent to 
St Edmund’s in 1945.  He survived the trauma of this
first separation from the family home and quickly
adapted to the routine of summer, winter and Easter
holidays, when they journeyed to and from Brussels
where the Burgess family had returned after the
liberation of Western Europe.

When Michael left St Edmund’s he went to lodge with
his aunt in Manchester and retook his A-levels at
Salford Technical College.  He went on to graduate with
a First Class Honours degree in Chemical Engineering
from Manchester University in 1955.

He undertook National Service in the Royal Army
Service Corps and was enrolled in the Officer Training
Corps.  In the army he did well and was admitted to the
Mons Officer Training programme.  By the time of his
demobilisation, he had risen to the rank of First
Lieutenant.

On rejoining civilian life, Michael joined Unilever as a
management trainee, at their subsidiaries British Oil &
Cake Mill in Bristol, and at Loders & Nucoline in east
London. 

Michael was by now living in a flat in Shooters Hill in
south east London, and met his future wife Eva
McCormick at a dance.  They were to be married in
Dublin in 1963.

Family tradition had it that it was Eva who persuaded

Michael to go for an interview with
DuPont, the large chemical
manufacturing company, which was
recruiting chemical engineers for
their first European plant at
Maydown in Northern Ireland. 

Michael quickly made his mark, and
for the next 34 years he steadily
rose through the ranks of the

DuPont Corporation as it
continued its expansion into
Europe.  In the following years he
lived and worked in Northern
Ireland, Switzerland, Luxembourg,
France and Hertfordshire.  The
move to Hertfordshire occurred
when he was appointed Director
of Human Resources and spent
six years in Stevenage and
London.  

Michael and Eva had four children,
Patricia, Kate, Susan and Daniel,
the youngest two of whom were
also to attend St Edmund’s during
the 1980s.

Michael was chosen to head up a
brand new industrial plant for
DuPont.  The project involved
building and commissioning a
factory to manufacture insecticide
chemicals at a site at Loon Plage
near Dunkirk in northern France.

The family moved once again, this time making their
home at the village of Téteghem in the Department
du Nord.

Throughout his life, Michael was a keen fisherman and
his love for the sport started when his own father first
introduced him to it at the outset of the occupation
of Europe.  He would indulge his hobby not only in
this continent, but on expeditions as far away as the
United States and Canada.

On
retirement
Michael and
Eva returned
to their house

at Weston in Hertfordshire, although he continued
to spend five years as a safety consultant for
DuPont companies and clients.

In 1995, Michael became a governor of St
Edmund’s, a position he held until he retired from
the board in 2003.  For his distinguished service in
this capacity, at the school prize giving in 2004
Michael was presented with the Papal medal Pro
Ecclesia et Pontifice by Bishop George Stack.

In 1999, Michael’s younger brother Edward, who
had also attended St Edmund’s, sadly passed away
at the age of 56.  Eva died peacefully in her sleep in
early 2016 after a long battle with dementia.

Henry Michael Burgess was born in Brussels,
Belgium, on 2 March 1934 and was in Junior House
and Challoner between 1945 and 1951.  He died of
a brain aneurism on 18 March 2018 at the age of
84.  He is survived by his four children, six
grandchildren, and three great grandchildren.

May he rest in peace.

Any News?
If you have some exciting news,
whether it be a wedding or a
birth announcement, an 
exciting career move or even 
an impromptu get together 
with other OEs we would 
love to hear about it so we can
publish it in the next edition of
Avita Pro Fide, please send
details through to:

Linsey Edmunds, Alumni Officer
St Edmund's College, 
Old Hall Green, 
Herts SG111DS

Tel: 01920 824291 
alumni@stedmundscollege.org


