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A group of enthusiastic OEs met at the
College to board a Golden Boy coach for our
weekend trip.  We stopped to pick up a few
passengers along the way and then we were
off on our journey to Douai to celebrate our
450th anniversary.  A slight delay at the
tunnel left us only a short window to check in
and freshen up at our hotel and then we were
off to attend the first of the weekend’s
activities, an exhibition on Douai held at the
local library.  We were greeted by friendly
faces from L’Association William Allen, VIP
guests and more OEs who made the trip
independently.  On show were a number of
interesting historical artefacts and books all
with a connection to Douai.  

After viewing the artefacts and a quick drink we
were off to our next destination, Le Vintage
restaurant, for dinner with College guests.  It was
a packed room with lively chat and the wine
flowed.  It was a great chance for people to get
to know one another with connections being
made easily.  It was here that Michael Maslinski,
OE, met Valerie Bince-Stuart, who was to lead
our group on the war graves tour on Sunday.
Michael shared the story of his great uncle who
was buried close to Douai after falling in the
Great War.  With this new information, Valerie
was then able to incorporate a visit to the
gravesite into our itinerary for the Sunday tour
(see battlefields article on page 3), which meant
a great deal to Michael. 

When dinner was over we made our way 
to the Conservatoire in Douai to enjoy an
evening of music and song.  We were 

treated to a concert from an array of amazingly
talented students all whom performed with
aplomb and just the right amount of pizazz!

Saturday saw the main event of the weekend,
the Mass held in the Collégiale Saint-Pierre de
Douai.  What a chance to worship and give
thanks in the town of our foundation with the
College and special guests present – a unique
and moving experience for all.

From Mass we walked to the Town Hall where
a drinks reception was held for guests with
some celebratory fizz and a few canapés. The
hall was full of local VIPs as well as College
guests and it was a wonderful opportunity for
everyone to come together to reflect on a
superb day. Speeches were given by the Mayor
of Douai and Mr Durán and the College
presented the town of Douai with a beautiful
mosaic of the English College by one of our art
teachers, Mrs Stringer. 

Saturday night saw the group have a more
leisurely dinner at La Terrasse restaurant. Good
food and good wine were enjoyed and
convivial conversations had, even one or two
about Brexit! 

A letter from the Headmaster
Dear Edmundians,

What a delight to spend my weekend with a group of Old
Edmundians celebrating our significant anniversary in Douai.  
As always, I am heartened by your continued support and
enthusiasm for the school.  If you were unable to make it then 
you can read all about it here, maybe you will be enthused to
come on our next OE trip? 

Now the Douai trip has returned we are not resting on our laurels, 
it is full steam ahead with planning for a special 450th anniversary 
St Edmund’s Sunday. I am delighted to confirm that Archbishop
George Stack, OE, will be celebrating Mass for us in our Chapel and 
I thank him for making the journey from Cardiff, back to Old Hall
Green, to be with us. We are expecting a larger than usual crowd 
for St Edmund’s Sunday so please do contact Jo in the Alumni
Office soon to make your booking. 

Your support throughout the entire anniversary year has been duly
noted, I was glad to see many OE faces at our summer event,
#StEdsFest, and also at the polo. I hope to see many more of you at

St Edmund’s Sunday and also at 
the Careers Fair in January. 

I send my best wishes to you and
your families for the approaching
Advent and, let me be the first, to
wish you all a peaceful and joyous
Christmastide and New Year.

Avita Pro Fide!

Paulo Durán, HEADMASTER 

OEs visit Douai for 450th Mass
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Welcome to the
2018 Autumn
Edition of Avita
Pro Fide! 
We have just arrived back from a
wonderful trip to celebrate our 450th
anniversary in Douai on the very date and
at the site of our foundation.  I have not
travelled on an OE trip before so I was
very pleased that the first trip I was able
to attend was such a special one.  Our
group of OEs were from all corners of the
world (well, England, France and
Australia!) and although we did not all
know each other before, and represented
a broad range of ages, we made a merry
band of brothers and sisters enjoying our
few days away together.  

It was a whirlwind trip with dinners, the
special 450th Mass, a music concert and
rounded off with a tour of OE war graves
from WWI. The weekend trip was hard work
but very good fun and I was thrilled to be a
part of it. 

And it does not stop there, we have 
St Edmund’s Sunday to look forward to on
18th November.  It is sure to be a big event
so please do get in touch soon to book 
your lunch ticket, details can be found 
on page 5. 

Again, we are calling out to our Old
Edmundians to get in touch and get
involved with the Careers Fair.  It is a great
way to stay in touch with the College and
the students benefit greatly from talking to
those people who were once walking these
corridors and are now walking the corridors
of business and industry.  Whatever your
line of work we want to hear from you, see
page 11 for further details.  If you are
unable to attend the fair, can you get
involved with one of our societies or do you
have a specialism that would be of interest
to our students?  Drop me a line and get
involved!

As always we want you to get in touch with
us. Send us your news, your photos and let
us know what is going on in your lives. The
College is always here to support the
Edmundian community.

I look forward
to hearing
from you soon.

Avita Pro Fide!

Jo Beatty
(88-93)
ALUMNI
OFFICER 

The following OEs attended the Douai trip:  

Richard Beveridge (1981-88)
Canon Michael Brockie (1954-67)
Liz Cobb (2004-17)
Penny Dixon (1991-96)
Tim Fuller (1967-72)
Duncan Gallie (1976-2012)
Ronald Gladman (1954-59)
Martin Gratte (1957-60) and his wife Frankie
Paul Greensmith (1956-60) and his wife Maggie
Eleanor Gribben (1998-2011) and her fiancé Bradley
Hudson
Michael Gribben (1998-2012)
Pierce Gribben (1999-2012)
Christopher Jackson (1971-78) and his wife Anne 

David Kay (1975-82)
Henryk Klocek (1960-70)
Michael Maslinski (1962-70)
Tony O’Mahony (1954-59) and his wife Geraldine
David Peel (1951-59)
John Piper (1969-2000)
Peter Rowe (1959-64)
Robert Rowe (1960-65) and his wife Liz Rowe
Zofia Torun- Shaw (1986-92)
John Vaughan-Shaw (1964-2009) and his wife Denise
Mark Vaughan-Shaw (1989-97) and his wife Anouk
and son George
Farah Omotosho (2005-12)
Jo Beatty (1988-1992)

OEs visit Douai for 450th Mass
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Our local guide was Valerie Bince-Stuart, Director of the local

Great War charity Le Coquelicot, accompanied by her husband

Bernard.  We were also accompanied by members of the

William Allen Association.

We began by visiting the Dury Crucifix Cemetery in Pas de

Calais which was begun by Canadian units immediately after

the capture of the village, and it contained at the Armistice 72

graves.  It was then enlarged by the concentration of graves

from nearby battlefields and there are now 2,058 First World

War casualties buried in this site, of which 1,766 are

unidentified.

Here is buried Stuart Moore (1901-

03), MC & Bar, who served in the

50th Battalion of the Canadian

Infantry (Alberta Regiment).  His

Military Cross was awarded for

conspicuous gallantry and devotion to

duty whilst leading a bombing party

with great courage and initiative.  He

was killed in action on 2 September 1918 aged 32.  

Next we visited the Canadian National Vimy Memorial, a site

dedicated to the memory of Canadian soldiers killed or

presumed dead in France who have no known grave.  Along

the route we passed, but did not have time to stop at, the vast

Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery, the final resting place of Fr

Herbert Collins (1894-1901), an OE Chaplain to the Forces.

The Vimy Memorial is the centrepiece of a 250 acre preserved

battlefield park that encompasses a portion of the ground over

which the Canadian Corps made their assault during the Battle

of Vimy Ridge, a military engagement fought as part of the

Battle of Arras. Here is commemorated John McCarthy (1911-

13), who died on 10 April 1917, aged 20.  John’s story is

unusual in that he was born in Ireland, studied at Old Hall

Green in England, emigrated to Canada, and fell serving his

country just a few miles from where the College was founded

in 1568.  His body was never identified.

We laid wreaths alongside the memorials to these two Old

Edmundians. David Kay, President Emeritus & Archivist of The

Edmundian Association, read out a brief biography of each

soldier and Duncan Gallie, former Housemaster of Challoner,

led prayers followed by a minute’s silence.

Following this we visited the Ring of Remembrance at Notre-

Dame-de-Lorette, the largest military cemetery in France

located at Ablain-Saint-Nazaire near Arras.  This vast ellipse is

engraved with the names of nearly 600,000 soldiers, listed

alphabetically and without regard for nationality, religion or

rank. Here we were able to observe the names of 

• Bernard Cary (1892-94), who died 10 May 1917, aged 38

• Fr Herbert Collins (1894-1901), Chaplain to the Forces, who 

died 9 April 1917, aged 35

• Alfred Frost (1895-97), who died 1 July 1916, aged 34

• Joseph Mann (1910-16), who died 15 March 1917, aged 21

• John McCarthy (1911-13), who died 10 April 1917, aged 20

• Francis Woods (1887-94), who died 15 July 1916, aged 40

Joseph Mann was one of the first six Edmundian conscripts

who left the College on 19 January 1916.  Only five were to

return home.

During the trip we drove past dozens of Commonwealth War

Graves cemeteries, as well as those dedicated to other Allied

forces, distinctive by their long serried ranks of white

gravestones.

The tour ended with a stop at

Cuinchy Communal Cemetery where

there is buried the great uncle of

Michael Maslinski (1962-70), one of

our group. Alwyn Gosselin was the

son of Hellier Gosselin who donated

a large collection of books to the

College in 1924. Older OEs may still

remember the Gosselin Library in Allen Hall.

The trip back to Calais and to Eurotunnel was a chance to

reflect upon what had been a very thought-provoking day.

There can be few places more sombre to visit than the

battlefields of northern France.  

The Edmundian Association has made a donation to the

charity Le Coquelicot in gratitude for its work to preserve the

memory of those who fell during the Great War in the region

of Douai.

Douai Battlefields Tour
Mike Barber, former Deputy Head, decided
to cycle from the College to Douai to join
the celebrations and raise money for Aid to
the Church in Need.  He left the College on
the Sunday prior and made his way to
Folkestone over a number of days.  Mike
picks up his story half way through his
journey:

Wednesday involved an afternoon crossing to
Calais. Following which I made my way en
velo to Arques, near St Omer, where I stayed
the night. 

I re-planned my route for Thursday to avoid
major roads. It was another beautiful day; I
cycled the rest of the way to Douai, arriving at
the site of L’Ancienne eglise collégiale Saint-
Amé at about 1.45pm.  En route, there was an
incident.  I had stopped at a supermarket for
bananas and water.  As I left, two shop
assistants started shouting in my general
direction.  I thought, I had dropped something
and did not understand what was being said.
In the end, it transpired that because I was
wearing my rucksack, they wanted to search
it.  I was a little taken aback, but happy to
show them my spare inner tubes, tyre, tools
and other emergency supplies. 

More significantly, given that the Old
Edmundians would be undertaking a war
graves tour on the following Sunday (I would
travel home with the group by coach), I
passed a couple of Great War cemeteries on
Thursday.  The first was Rue des Berceaux
Military Cemetery on the D166 in Richebourg.
Then, upon joining the D947 toward La Basee,
I encountered the Cemitério Militar Português.
Although, to the best of my knowledge,
neither has any link to St Edmund’s, it was
good to be able to stop for a few moments
and contemplate the sacrifice of so many.

The whole experience was very satisfying and
I am glad to have been able to raise money for
Aid to the Church in Need, the College’s chosen
charity for the 450th anniversary, I would like
to thank all those who sponsored me.

To donate to Mike’s Just Giving page (which
will be open until St Edmund’s Sunday) visit: 
justgiving.com/fundraising/michael-barber5

Pedal Power
Old Hall to Douai The third and final day of the trip, Sunday 30 September, was entitled “Following in their

Footsteps”, an Old Edmundian battlefields tour. The area around Douai was subjected to

intense and sustained battles between German and Allied forces.
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A highlight in the calendar for the Alumni Office and for the staff and students is
the annual cricket match, Old Edmundians vs the College.  To mark the 450th
anniversary the Physical Education department suggested a special cap
presentation to all the players before the game.  The cap was designed with the
450th logo and the dates 1568-2018 printed on the side and were worn with pride
during the match. 

The match itself was hotly contested with the Old Edmundians determined on victory
to make up for the loss from the previous year.  Both sides saw good performances
from all players.  Special mention on the College team goes to James Hanley whose
batting display was excellent making 70 runs before being castled by a quick off-cutter
and Richard Stewart whose captaincy was described by Mr Plummer as “the pinnacle of
professionalism”.  For the OEs, Mark King was the top batsman making 60 
followed by Adam Dowling making 53.  Eventually, the OEs were 
victorious by just 6 runs! 

Along with the match there was a lunch provided for 
players and a traditional cricket tea for players and 
spectators.  We were delighted to see a number of Old Edmundians who 
came out to support including Sophie McGovern née Perry (89-96) who is 
married to Michael McGovern and brought along their delightful 
children to cheer on their dad! 

Well done to all who took part.  If you would like 
to play for the OE team in 2019 please do get in 
contact - all welcome!

Old Edmundian team: 
Jeremy Gillham (63-69), Michael Sharp (90-97),
Simon Tasker (81-88), Adam Dowling (93-98),
Mark King (79-86),Michael McGovern (89-96), 
Ben Bollig (88-95),Rob Sharp (90-96), 
Aidan Gribbin (81-89).

OEs Hit College for Six!

Welcome back...
We are always delighted to welcome back Old Edmundians to the College to
have a look around. If you would like to visit, please do contact the Alumni
Office to arrange a date.  Although please do stop by if you happen to be
passing, we will always do our best to accommodate you!

Robert Beckley (88-95) came into
see us in June during the heatwave
with his wife Una.  Robert now lives in
Melbourne, Australia, but comes back
to Standon to see his family regularly.
This visit he was able to pop in and
show his wife his old school.  There is
one teacher from Robert’s time still
teaching here today, Mr John Hayes.
We were lucky enough to find John
and he was delighted to see his old
pupil after nearly 25 years. 

Recent leaver, Blake Halo (14-17) came back to
give a presentation to the Rhetoricians during
Enrichment Week. Blake left St Edmund’s just over
a year ago to take up a place on an apprenticeship
at BT.  Blake told the students all about the pros
and cons of an apprenticeship – he is studying for
a degree whilst working for BT so he gets the best
of education and experience at the same time.
Thanks to Blake for taking time out to present to
the students and answer their questions. 

We were delighted to welcome Mrs Omotosho, current parent, and Farah
Omotosho (05-12) who attended 2018’s Prize Giving event.  Mrs Omotosho has
been a great friend to the Alumni Office, helping to organise 2015’s Russian
reunion and Farah has attended a number of alumni event with her sister Yasmin
Omotosho (01-08).  We were delighted to see them and catch up!

Hopefully by now you should have received your GDPR form from the College,
either by post or email, and sent it back with your updated contact details and 
your consent for the College to securely hold your data and how we may use it. 

If you would like a new form sent out to you please do contact Jo in the Alumni
Office who will be happy to assist you. 

We have been overwhelmed by the response from you all and it is going to take a
while for the office to process the huge number of forms received.  Please bear with
us whilst we update our systems with your newly confirmed consents.  All your data
is held securely on our Alumni Database and we will never share your data outside of
the College with third parties. 

Thank you for your continued support! 
alumni@stedmundscollege.org / 01920 824358

Data Protection – New Laws 

Dates for your Diary
Sunday 18th November  
St Edmund’s Sunday – tickets now available
All welcome!

Tuesday 11th December  
College Advent Service
All welcome!

February
The London Dinner
Exact date and location to be confirmed.

All Edmundians are welcome to attend any of these events; it is important to
book your place so please contact Jo Beatty in the Alumni Office for reservations
or more details.

Jo Beatty, Alumni Officer - St Edmund's College, Old Hall Green, Herts SG111DS

Telephone: 01920 824358 Email: alumni@stedmundscollege.org
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Name: Siobhán Daly
House: Poynter (the best House!)
When were you at St Edmund’s: 1996 - 1998

Favourite subject and teacher: 
I loved Mrs Parker (English) and her passion for literature. 
I remember her saying that one of her favourite poems was
Coleridge’s Frost at Midnight and I still love that poem
because of the excitement with which she discussed it. 
I think of her every time I read it and I still have a book of
poetry that she gave me.  Mr McNulty (History) was
fantastic.  His enthusiasm for his subject was so inspiring
and I remember getting 100% in one of my A-Level History
exams, which was absolutely down to his encouragement. 
I actually ended up studying joint honours BA (Hons)
English and History as my undergraduate degree and I am
sure that is because of the nurturing and joyful support 
that I received from those great teachers.

Funny or memorable moment at school?
So many, but I think looking back my most memorable
moment was my first trip to St Edmund’s, Junior House, to
see a family friend when I was about nine years old because
it was then that I decided I wanted to go too!  I had a lot of
fun and lifelong memories through CCF, House competitions,
rowing and boarding.  I heard that the A10 was once 
diverted up the school drive, that I wish I had seen!

Anything special you learnt at school that has stayed with
you or inspired you?
I think the Christian values that are part of the fabric of life
at St Ed’s are so wonderful and I love that it has framed my
worldview.  I find it is something quite rare and I am very
grateful for it.  It has certainly given me strength,
inspiration and encouragement.  I feel a sense of belonging
to the Edmundian family, who through their faith have
worked towards making the world a kinder place.  That’s a
great gift to have in life and I consider myself privileged to
be part of that community.

What did you do after leaving school?  
I went straight to university.  I was definitely equipped for
living away from home as I had been so well prepared by
boarding, another great gift from school!  Then I did my
Masters at King’s College and the Royal Academy of
Dramatic Art (RADA).  I did get offered a place at Cambridge
after that but by then I was keen to just start working! 

Are you still in touch with anyone from school? 
Yes, lots!  Some of the
people I love most and
in fact some of the
best people I have ever
met are from 
St Edmund’s.  It is so
wonderful to see 
how everyone’s lives
have been growing 
and flourishing! I’m
godmother to Tom
Koe’s (90-98) son Benjamin and that has been a great honour. 

How did you get into film production?
I started out as a runner, which is basically the entry level
role into the industry where you get to make lots of tea and
coffee!  Then I started looking after the talent and from

there I went to work at the BBC.  I had always enjoyed
organising shows, I even organised a talent show during my
Rhetoric II year.  I have worked in roles across the industry, in
film, West End theatre, commercials, music videos and
stadium concerts and my job has taken me across the world.
I started 2018 filming in Jamaica and I am about to go to
Venice.  I am grateful for all of God’s blessings.

Any tips for current students to get into the film industry?
Be humble, resilient, respectful and work hard.  It is a tough
industry to work in but if you want it enough, you will find a
way, and once you get there, never give up.  Believe in
yourself, pray for wisdom and keep going! 

Can you tell us about your interests/hobbies outside work?
After lots of travel and working on busy film sets, I love
getting into the countryside for some peace and quiet.  I find
horse riding very relaxing, long hikes, running and I work out
a lot.  I love going to the theatre and I have recently been an
Olivier Awards judge, which I assessed in my free time.  I
enjoy spending time with friends and a good afternoon tea.

What are you up to right now? 
At this very moment I’m working on a music video for Kylie
Minogue that is due to film in Venice, which the team is
really looking forward to.  It will be the second video I have
produced for Kylie, she is an incredibly inspirational woman,
professional, hardworking and positive.  It is amazing to be
producing videos for her when I grew up loving her work and 
I hope that is encouraging for anyone starting out on their
career.  You never know what is ahead.  Just keep going! 

The final word:
Going to St Edmund’s is without doubt one of the best
things that happened in my life path.  I am endlessly grateful
for all the wonderful experiences I have had through it and
continue to have as an OE.  I cannot speak highly enough of
what an amazing place it is and I am very proud to be part
of this incredible community.

College...after theLife

We are pleased to announce that this year’s St Edmund’s
Sunday will take place on Sunday 18th November. 

The day will proceed as follows:
9.30am Doors open 
10.30am Mass will be led by His Grace the Archbishop  

of Cardiff George Stack (OE 66-72) 
11.45am Drinks Reception and Speeches in the Ambulacrum
12.30pm A three-course lunch, including a sumptuous 

roast beef main
2.30pm Afternoon activities: tours of the school (booking 

essential); a screening of the Quarry documentary 
and play; exhibition of the Douai Silver including 
items from Ushaw College and commentary by 
Fr Peter Harris (booking required); There But Not 
There a special art installation in the Chapel to 
remembering the fallen OEs of the Great War.

4.00pm Depart - College closes 

Everyone is welcome to attend Mass and the drinks reception
after, free of charge. 

St Edmund’s Sunday
Tickets On Sale Now!

Lunch: Tickets are £27 per person.  Please also state any dietary
requirements.  You are now able to make bookings and payments
for lunch online.  Please see below in How to Book to view the
options for making your booking.

Seating at lunch: Please note we are expecting a large number 
of guests and we will be opening the Parlour and the Griffiths 
area for lunch so we can cater for all who would like to eat with
us. Seating is on a first come, first seated basis on the day.
Wherever you sit you can be guaranteed a wonderful experience!

Activities: There is no requirement to book to attend the There
But Not There exhibition or the Quarry screening. Tours and the
Douai Silver talk are free of charge but bookings are required.  
All tours need to be booked in advance.

How to Book: This year, we are pleased to offer online booking
and payment via www.trybooking.co.uk/GMW (subject to a 
15p booking fee per person).  You will be able to book and pay 
for lunch tickets, reserve your space on a tour and for the Douai
Silver talk by using the link.  We hope you find this the quickest
and easiest way to book.  For those of you who prefer to pay by
cheque or BACS please contact Jo in the Alumni Office for more
information and assistance: alumni@stedmundscollege.org or
call on 01920 824358
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In 1990 the College underwent a restructure: Challoner
and Poynter became boarding only Houses with the
other Houses containing day students only.  Day
students who had previously been members of
Challoner and Poynter became members of the newly
formed Pole House, and boarders from Douglass,
Stapleton and Talbot were integrated into either
Challoner or Poynter.

There was one exception to these arrangements: boys in
Rhetoric II, who might otherwise have had to transfer
House allegiance in their final year, were allowed to remain

where they were.  The remaining Rhetoric II boarders in
Douglass, Stapleton and Talbot lived in the Bickford Gallery.
This was a corridor of fourteen study bedrooms in the area
where the English classrooms are now.  The photos
reproduced here are of their leaving dinner in 1991 and
were kindly sent in by Robert Pound (86-91). 

First Photo left to right:
Mrs Bridget Tasker, Kieran Hayes, Mark Corr, Robert Pound
(House Captain Stapleton), Chineme Ezeoke, 
Mr Kevin Corrigan, Madori Kuroda, Massimo Lavagno
(Deputy Head Boy; House Captain Talbot), 

Mr David Walters, Dequincy Prescott (Head Boy), 
Bryan D’Arcy (whilst you can’t see his face it must be him!),
Jonathan Lewis, Cris Pini (Captain of Athletics; Silver Cap),
Mr Stephen Blake, Bankole Odunuga (House Captain
Douglas; Captain of Rugby; Silver Cap), Fr Gerry Quigley, 
Mr Mark Letters, Michael Pargeter.

Second Photo left to right:
Jonathan Lewis, Michael Pargeter, Madori Kuroda, 
Dequincy Prescott, Robert Pound, Bankole Odunuga, 
Kieran Hayes, Chineme Ezeoke, Bryan D’Arcy, Cris Pini,
Massimo Lavagno.

A Blast from the Past!

Early June saw the third annual Edmundian Polo Afternoon take place at Silver Leys
Polo Club in Little Hadham.  Current parents, former parents and Old Edmundians
packed the specially erected marquee and enjoyed a wonderful lunch of honey
glazed roast ham, marinated chicken and poached salmon ballotine with a
scrumptious raspberry ripple cheesecake for dessert.  Pimms and Prosecco were the
order of the day and kept us refreshed in the sunshine.

The games of polo, played right next to our pitch side marquee were thrilling and the
events team at Silver Leys kept us up to date with a running commentary.  Guests were
asked to lend a helping foot (!) and take part in the time-honoured tradition of treading
in the divots on the pitch between games.

Amongst our guests we were delighted to welcome OEs Eliot Barden (02-13), Jack
Woolfe (06-13), Joe McKay (05-13) and Paddy Steed (08-14) who all had a great time

catching up (pictured).  Eliot and Joe even tried their
hand at stationary polo on a wooden pony,
(pictured).  We are not sure tandem polo will catch
on but if it does, you saw it here first!

Headmaster, Mr Durán, was pleased to present the
St Edmund’s Cup to OE Alexandra ‘Ali’ Sadler 
(11-13), (pictured second from left with the cup),
who played on the winning team – she even wore her
old St Edmund’s sports top!  It was a great game for Ali, her
first on grass, and she played very well. 

We are grateful to OE Michael Maslinski (62-70) who introduced us to Silver Leys some
four years ago.  We hope to return next year for another wonderful day out in the sun.

Edmundian Polo Afternoon
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World War One Project
During this year Michael Hernu (OE 1948-58) and
Edmundian parents Rob & Linda Taylor visited the
Thiepval Memorial in France to see the inscription
commemorating Hubert Shea.  He is remembered on
the bottom row of names on the edge of the south
west pillar. 

We do not know a great deal about Hubert.  His 
name is missing from the original war memorial at 
the College quite possibly because he had lost touch.
Also the College’s records had his surname recorded 
as “Shee”, and it was only in the last couple of years
that we discovered the mistake.  Hubert was born 
on 29 May 1876 and was a student at St Edmund’s
between 1888 and 1891.  He joined the Royal Naval
Volunteer Reserve (RNVR) and died on 17 February
1917, aged 40. 

Michael found out that 90% of the graves 
surrounding the Thiepval Memorial were those 
of unidentified dead French and British who 
share the cemetery.  All who fell in the battles 
are remembered and are inscribed on the 
eight pillars of the Memorial, which was 
designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens. 

Rob & Linda Taylor noted that it 
was unusual to see a member of 
the RNVR on the battlefields.
The Royal Navy had too many 
volunteers and so they were 
formed into infantry battalions 
and fought with great 
distinction in many of the 
battles in northern France.

During the last four years we have been visiting the graves or memorials of the 82 Edmundians known to have
perished in the First World War.  So far we have managed to visit 72 of the known sites, with just nine to go.  There is
one civilian death whose grave location is unknown.

Thanks to all who have so far contributed to this
enormous task since 2014.      We are now looking 
forward to the final effort to visit the remaining 
nine sites which are:

In England:

Athole E Gudgeon
Winchester (St James’s Hill) RC Cemetery, 
Winchester, Hampshire

Bertram C St C Miller
Lydd Cemetery, Lydd, Kent

In Turkey:

A Thomas Bantock 
Hill 10 Cemetery, Gallipoli

Francis R Ryan
Pink Farm Cemetery, Helles

In Egypt:

John E Foreman
Alexandria (Hadra) War Memorial Cemetery, 
Alexandria

Joseph A Morgan
Kantara War Memorial Cemetery, El-Quantara

Godwin J A S O'Fflahertie
Cairo War Memorial Cemetery, Cairo

In Malawi:

Henry R Cruise
Karonga War Cemetery, Karonga

In Tanzania:

Henry C Gouldsbury
Tanga European Cemetery, Tanga

Francis Hughes was a student at the College
between 1874 and 1878.  He is recorded on the
College’s war memorial as being killed in the First
World War but nothing else is known about his life
after leaving school or the circumstances of his death. 

There is no obituary in The Edmundian.  He would
have been aged between 54 and 59 at the time he
died, which leads us to believe that he was probably 
a civilian casualty.  We have not been able to locate
his grave.

There will be a final update about this project in the
next edition of Avita Pro Fide.

Where available and as close as possible to the centenaries of
their deaths, the obituaries of the former students and staff of
St Edmund's College who fell in this conflict have been
published online at http://edmundianswwi.blogspot.co.uk/  

A full list by date of death can be seen at
http://archives.edmundianassociation.org.uk/WWI_Project_by_
date.pdf and a full list alphabetically by surname can be seen at
http://archives.edmundianassociation.org.uk/WWI_Project_by_
surname.pdf



keeping you up-to-date with the latest

Avita Pro Fide Autumn 20188

If you have some exciting news, 
whether it be a wedding or birth 
announcement, an exciting career 
move or even an impromptu get 
together with other OEs we 
would love to hear about it, 
please send details through to:

Jo Beatty, Alumni Officer
St Edmund's College, 
Old Hall Green, Ware, Herts SG11 1DS

Telephone: 01920 824358
Email: alumni@stedmundscollege.org

Former Head
Girl, Karen
Axford (94-9 9),
came back to
the College in
April to run the
450th
Anniversary
10km race.  It
was the first
time she has
been back to
the College
since leaving
and found it a
surreal feeling
to be running
around her old
school.  She
finished with a

decent time.  It was lovely to welcome Karen back and we
hope to see her again soon. 

Anthony Joyce (08-14) writes, “I am in my final year
studying law and foreign languages at Hertfordshire
University.  From September, I will be commencing the
Legal Practice course at the University of Law.  I am still in
touch with Phillip Webster.”

Matthew Knight
(88-93) and his
wife Zania have
welcomed a new
addition to their
family in June, a
baby boy named
Phoenix Luca Axl
Knight. 

Matthew’s eldest
son, Leo, is
delighted to be a
big brother!
Congratulations
to you all.

Henryk Klocek (60-70) writes, “I was part of the team
who won the Bridge Surrey League Final Division 2.  I also
represented Surrey in a National Inter-County Pairs
Championship for the Corwen Trophy.  Not particularly
successful but we were very pleased to have qualified to
play in the event by virtue of being one of the top five
pairs in the Surrey County Cup.”

Oliver Elphick (Former Staff 54-59) is now 88 and retired.
Oliver is enjoying his retirement with his grandchildren
and has also joined the University of the Third Age. 

To celebrate the 450th
anniversary a group of
OEs met up at the
Diana Princess of
Wales Playground in
Hyde Park for a special
get together.
Attendees included
Eliane Young (91-98),
Mark Williamson (91-
98), Tom Koe (90-98),
Andrei Legostaev (96-98) and Siobhán Daly (96-98)
(pictured with her godson Benjamin, Tom Koe’s son).  

Sam U Ho (11-13), a graduate student in Edinburgh, was
privileged to be at a Solemn Pontifical Mass and
Confirmation celebrated by Bishop Athanasius Schneider,
Bishop of Astana in Kazakhstan, in Glasgow.  Sam was
presented to the Bishop (pictured).  A member of the
committee of Una Voce (England), the organisation that
sponsored the Bishop's visit, questioned Sam about his tie
wanting to know if he was a member of an Order.  Sam
was able to reply proudly, "Oh no, it's the servers' tie from
my old school, St Edmund's College, Ware." 

  Peter Blackman (64-72) writes, “Am now back in UK after 
a fantastic time at the Commonwealth Games held on the
Gold Coast, Australia.  I was a volunteer assistant to Team
Wales in the Athletes’ Village.”

John Wilton (52-60) writes, “Still
serving as a District Councillor 
for Wealden District Council.  
Last summer I was invited to a
Garden Party at Buckingham 
Palace which I very much 
enjoyed.”

Congratulations to 
Astrid O’Reilly (97-04)
who married Thomas
Browne in August this 
year – we wish you 
the very best for your 
future life together!

OE News
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2017-2018 Committee
President Hiran Weereratne
Treasurer Henryk Klocek
Secretary Annika Haslett-Symonds
Communications Tim Fuller
Alumni Officer Jo Beatty
College Liaison Officer Melanie Burke
Representatives Michael Mason

Eleanor Gribben
Headmaster Paulo Durán
Head Boy Taymen Sargusingh  
Head Girl Fionnuala Marshall
President Emeritus
and Archivist David Kay

Representatives
40s-50s-60s Mike Elgood
Hong Kong George Sobek / Bond Lo
New Zealand Alex Binnie
Singapore Terry Nӧe  
Spain Victor Tarruella
USA Vincent Fitzgerald

We are delighted to welcome new Committee
members and volunteers. 

In the last issue of the newsletter, you may have read
an article entitled Priest or Terrorist? Father John Gerard
S.J. and the Gunpowder Plot of 1605 written by Michael
Maslinski (62-70). 

To recap, Michael complained to the BBC about a serious
misrepresentation of Fr John Gerard in the BBC drama
Gunpowder and in the BBC factual programme Elizabeth
I’s Secret Agents. Michael argued that the portrayal of
Father Gerard (to whom Michael is related ) in both
programmes was a gross distortion of reality, almost
entirely fictitious and in doing so associated him with a

major criminal act. 

Michael wrote about
his quest to clear Fr
Gerard’s name in the

Catholic Herald
and The
Telegraph
picked up on
the story too. 

We are pleased
to report that

Michael has since received an apology by the Head of
Executive Complaints at the BBC in relation to the
portrayal in Elizabeth I’s Secret Agents.  They now accept
the programme was seriously misleading regarding
Gerard’s role in the Gunpowder Plot and in breach of
editorial standards.  They have published an apology on
their website and they are now editing the programme 
to correct these inaccuracies before it is repeated on 
BBC 2 in the near future.

Michael is pleased with the result.  The drama Gunpowder
is just that, a drama, that the BBC argues has artistic
licence.  However, the factual programme Elizabeth I’s
Secret Agents will now show a more realistic portrayal of
Fr John Gerard.  Michael says, “I see it as my duty to
defend the memory
of Father Gerard for
future generations of
my family, unless and
until there is
substantive evidence
against him, that Cecil
did his best to obtain
at the time, and
which seems unlikely
to emerge after 400
years!”

“I see it as my duty to defend the
memory of Father Gerard for future

generations of my family.”

An Apology from the

As part of our 450th anniversary celebrations, we travelled to meet with our Bulgarian
friends in their magnificent capital city, Sofia, for a special reunion. 

The whole Edmundian community turned out to see us: Old Edmundians, former and current parents, 
ex-summer school students and friends of the College for a drinks and canapé party at the Grand Hotel, Sofia.
200 guests enjoyed a little bit of Edmundia some 1,500 miles away from Old Hall Green.

It was a delight to see so many friendly faces including Bogomil Alexandrov (96-98), Kishan Patel (09-16),
Simona Mihaleva (04-11) and Zornitza Russinova (95-98) to name but a few.  Thank you to all our OEs who
made the trip to Sofia to join us.  We are grateful to our friend in Bulgaria, Margarita Georcheva, for her help
with the guest list.  We also wish to extend our thanks to Diana Ivanova (98-00) who was instrumental in the
organisation of this reunion – what a great job she did!  Avita Pro Fide! 

OEs Reunion in Sofia, Bulgaria

In Memoriam

We have learned of the deaths of the following
Edmundians:

Richard Greer (Poynter 2009-11)
died on 8 September 2017 aged 25

Canon Anthony McKentey (Allen Hall 1970-75)
died on 9 December 2017 aged 67

Fr Patrick Sammon (Allen Hall 1972-75)
died on 15 May 2018 aged 73

Canon Brian Frost (St Hugh’s, Challoner 1936-44) 
died on 30 June 2018 aged 92

Richard Lloyd (Douglass 1952-56) 
died on 10 July 2018 aged 80

Thomas Milner (St Hugh’s, Talbot 1960-68)
died on 6 August 2018 aged 67

Fr Thomas Burke (Allen Hall 1964-70)
died on 10 September 2018 aged 95

Robert Benson (Talbot 1939-42)
died on 14 September 2018 aged 94

May they rest in peace.

Headline from the
Telegraph May 2018
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Old Edmundians join in with the
celebrations at #StEdsFest
We were delighted to welcome some familiar faces to #StEdsFest. Vincent Martorana (89-96) attended
with his Wood Oven Pizza company and kept everyone fed with delicious pizzas all day.  Vince was very
happy to come back and get involved.  He was joined by Mark Chick (80-87), Nina Barnes (86-93),
Annika Haslett-Symonds (88-95) and Siobhán Daly (96-98) to name but a few. 

A number of boys who played in the OE football match (see write up below) also attended and had a good
dance to the bands playing on the main stage. It was great to see everyone joining in! 

This year we were delighted to welcome back a large group of Old Edmundians to play in a fixture against
College staff, sometimes known (unofficially) as The Confirmation Cup.  This fixture has been played over
the last few years outside of school but this year the College hosted the match on the Memorial Pitch.
Rhys Hunt (05-12) organised the OE squad of some twenty-one former students.

The game is played in good spirit but, of course, it is a hotly contested match!  After some great play by
both sides (and an extraordinary goal by Mr Cunnah!) the final score was 3-2.  The College side was proud
to receive the trophy and bask in their glory, whilst the OEs were already discussing tactics to ensure
victory for next year!

Post-match, the important part of the day commenced at 
The Star in Standon where the teams came together to share
a pint or two before heading off for a BBQ. See you all again
next year! 

College side: Mr Plummer, Mr Fulford-Brown, Mr Stokes, Mr
Cunnah (captain), Mr Connor, Mr Davies, Ross Tharby (04-11), Harry
Callagher (12-17), Chris Larkin Collins (01-16), Sean Russell (09-16),
Ben Birchall (10-17), Callum Barrett (10-17), Fraser Bolton (02-17),
Lawrence Healey (09-14), Kieran Gill (11-17), Ross Hayes (08-15), Vincent 
Birchall (08-15)

OEs side: Rhys Hunt (05-12) (captain), Ashley Rex (05-12), Charlie Clark (03-12), 
Oliver Watson (10-17), Connor Bolton (97-10), Barry Bolton (former parent), 
Jake Larkin Collins (97-12), Kieran Curtin (05-12), Ben Andrews (07-12), 
Carlo De Stefano (05-12), James Ayrton (05-10), Scott Hayes (06-12)

Football – The Confirmation Cup

Medical Society
Benefits from
Old Edmundians’
Experience
Following on from our successful Law
Society trip involving Old Edmundians, the
Alumni Office took the Medical Society
students to a public lecture on dementia at
the Royal Society of Medicine and followed
this with a dinner at the RSM. 

We invited a number of special guests to the dinner
including Old Edmundians and one current parent.
We were delighted to welcome Joe Cutteridge (07-
16) who is studying Medicine at Cambridge; Sam
Michail (00-12) who is in his fourth year of studying
Medicine at St George’s University of London; James
Hartley (04-11) who is just finishing his first year as
a Junior doctor; and Dr Caroline Hartley, current
parent, who works as a Paediatrician. 

The students enjoyed attending the lecture in a
modern lecture theatre, giving them a taste of
student life to come.  We were lucky enough to be
able to hold the networking dinner in the same
building.  We are very grateful to all our guests who
gave their time to speak with the students and give
them the benefit of their experience.  Joe and Sam
were able to accurately describe the first few years of
study, whilst James and Dr Hartley were able to
complete the picture with their experience as 
doctors.  The students found the evening inspirational,
increasing their motivation to progress their careers
in the Medical profession. 

We are grateful to the Edmundian Association who
subsidised the trip for the students and OEs. 

We are delighted that we now have a template for
Old Edmundians to get involved with our societies at
the College.  If you feel that you would like to get
involved with one of our societies or help with
careers in anyway, please do get in touch with the
Alumni Office.

alumni@stedmundscollege.org or call 
01920 824358
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Our 2019 Careers Fair will take place on Friday 25th January from
12.30pm. We are always delighted when OEs return to the College to
share their invaluable experience with our current students. 

Last year OEs made up one third of the attendees at the fair and we hope
to match, if not beat, that number in 2019. We are looking for a wide range
of people from every sort of professional background. In the past we have
had great representation from Law, Banking, Marketing, IT, the Arts,
Engineering and Medicine. 

We are looking for representatives 
from these areas again but we want 
the range of professions to be as 
wide as possible - whatever your line of business 
we want to hear from you!

If you think you are able to take the time 
to visit us for the afternoon in January 
please contact Jo in the Alumni Office 
who would be pleased to hear from you 
and give you further details on 
the event. The benefit to the 
students from attending this 
fair can, in some instances, be 
life changing. We would love you to be part of it.

alumni@stedmundscollege.org or call 01920 824358

Careers Fair... 
Can you help?

The Annual 40s 50s 60s Dinner

We always look forward to the annual Star Dinner, put on especially
for those who attended the College in the 40s, 50s and 60s.  This year
we were delighted to welcome some new faces to the fold although
we were sorry to miss Fr Austin Garvey (45-66) who missed the event
for the first time.

The evening began in the downstairs bar with OEs arriving at their leisure
and chatting over a pint or two before the main meal served in the
upstairs room.  Once upstairs the evening continued apace with some
wonderful food and wine.  The Headmaster gave a short speech on 
College news and shared some further information on the There But Not
There project that will see the eighty two fallen OEs of WWI honoured 
in this special centenary year (see below for further information).
Conversation flowed with OEs catching up on the events of the past year
- or years in some cases! 

Ken Allen (51-56) wrote after the event: “A very good Star dinner.  I haven’t
set eyes on Sam Service (AKA John Langham Service (47-58)) since 1956!
He was known as Samuel Service, Gent.  And, was so called because during
a 1st XI cricket match against, I think, St Benedict’s Ealing, the elder Nicol
(some 6ft 2 inches of him and robustly built to match and who was rather
a fast bowler) had incapacitated their opening batsman so that he was
out of his crease and lying prostrate some way up the pitch.  Sam seized
the ball, hurled it at the stumps and triumphantly shouted “How’s ‘at”. 
He was henceforth christened by Nicol as Samuel Service, Gent.”

We continue to meet in The Star Tavern in Belgravia and hope to see you
all again next year. 

Attendees: Michael Mason (66-70), Joe Arnold (51-52), Ivor O'Mahony 
(45-53), Adrian Gillham (60-65), Michael Hutchison (56-65), Andrew Keenan
(52-60), Colin Jones (49-58), Glenn Kielty (52-59), Tony Conway (42-49), 
Guy Scammel (50-61), Sam Langham Service (47-58), David Peel (51-59),
Denys Nicol (49-57), Ronald Gladman (54-59), Michael Hernu (48-58), 
Martin Gratte (57-60), Michael Maslinski (62-70), Ken Allen (51-56), 
John Crowley (49-56), Hiran Weereratne (68-75), Jolyon Baldwin (53-59), 
Fr Cedric Stanley (42-60).

We are pleased to announce that we are launching a
new alumni website and networking platform.  The
new site will allow you to reconnect with old friends,
view (and in the near-future book online) Old
Edmundian events, view photo galleries of all the
events and trips we run and keep up with all the
news from the College and Alumni Office. 

You will be able to find us by clicking on the Alumni button on
the College’s website: www.stedmundscollege.org or visit us
directly at www.stedmundscollegealumni.org and join in with
the community. 

You can manage your own profile, message and invite friends to
join up too and post your own news snippets.  The exact launch
date is TBC but we hope before Christmas. 

If a social platform is not in your comfort zone, do not worry!
You can view the website and still get all the news and event
details you need just by navigating around the site as usual. 

We look forward to seeing you online!

New AlumniWebsite
Launching Soon!




