
PREP NEWSLETTER
23rd - 27th May Trinity Term Newsletter Issue 4

Digital

Religious Theme             Headmaster's Message 

 

Mr Cartwright's quiz
Q: Queen Elizabeth II is the longest-reigning monarch in
British history. Which royal had this title before her?
A: In the next newsletter.
Last week's answer
Q: What was the lifespan of a Tyrannosaurus Rex?
A: 20-25 Years. 

Quote Head's Commendations

Am I a good Edmundian?Dear Parents and Guardians,

What a joyful end to the half-term and special thanks to Mrs Jones and all staff involved in helping us to mark the Jubilee. The half-terms
passes us by with a rich variety of adventure, stimulation, challenge, development and – as all those able to be present at the Pre-Prep
Concert on Thursday morning will testify – joyous celebration. My enormous congratulations to the children, the Prep team and to you at
home for enabling all of this and getting us safely to the half term break, absolutely ready for an opportunity to catch up with ourselves.

On Tuesday your children had the chance to meet their prospective teacher along with some new classmates. A query from one parent, on
behalf of many others I am led to believe, pertained to why we shake up the class groups each year. Well, this has been a successful
working practice for the past decade or so and proved time and time again that giving the children a chance to re-establish old friendships,
create new ones, break out of anything that might stifle or hinder growth and equip them with a broader social skill set have always
outweighed the alternative in maintaining the status quo. Staff put a great deal of thought into academic, pastoral and other
considerations along with doing their best to match child to tutor. In touring the school during the morning, seeing many smiles on the
faces of children and staff alike, watching the children doing their best to impress their new teacher and make their mark – as well as the
teachers beginning to set out their stalls and developing a supportive rapport - truly gave me quite a deep - rooted sense of pride as well as
emerging sense of anticipation. What more might we achieve over the year that nearly lies ahead.

I cannot let you all disappear off into the sun without thanking and applauding the efforts of all those involved in the New to You Uniform
Shop. Owing to voluntary effort and your support, over two thousand pounds was raised. I’d say that it won’t be too long before we are
able to buy another castle…or a palace perhaps. Speaking of regal matters, have a wonderful celebration over the coming weekend. On
behalf of us all then, Governors, staff, children, parents and grandparents…God save the Queen!

With every blessing over the week ahead,

Mr Cartwright
Headmaster, St Edmund’s Prep

PS. Please take a moment to complete the questionnaire exploring the viability of running our own ‘Tigers’ holiday club over the first two
weeks of the summer break. The link has been mailed separately.

“In times of doubt and anxiety the attitudes people
show in their daily lives, in their homes, and in their
work, are of supreme importance.” Queen Elizabeth II,
January 2021.

Tito Adepegba                  Effort across the curriculum
Cameron Nice                  Volunteering to go first in the performance
Lewis Barnfather              Maths
Lucy Berkley                     Music
Hannah Osinibi                Music
Luke Fraser                        Handwriting
Daniel Osinibi                   Kindness to his friend
Ella Rudman                      Maths
Alex Stanners                    English
Olivia Bacon-Sugrue        English
Francesca Barr                  English
Spencer Bensley               English
Jessica Northen                English
Phoebe Wild                      English
Laylah Hughes                  Photography



Upcoming Dates June
Monday 6th

Tuesday 7th 

Wednesday 8th
Thursday 9th
Friday 10th 

Children return to school
Form 4 Residential overnight retreat
3pm-4.45pm - U10 Girls' Cricket v St Albans Girls High School (Home)
Form 4 return 
7.45am-4.30pm - U11 Boys' & Girls' Cricket Festival 
Inter-House Swimming 
9am-11am - Nursery and Reception Sports Day
1pm-3.30pm - Prep Sports Day, Years 1 - 6 

Performing Arts 
Pre-Prep Performance
We were delighted to welcome so many parents and grandparents to yesterday morning’s Pre-Prep Performance – the first time in three
years that this event has taken place live. What a great audience for a wonderfully joyful celebration of music, drama and dance
performed with such enthusiasm by the young children of Forms 1 and 2. There were class songs in English and French, drama and dance
pieces too, a presentation by the ballet girls and boys, and individual instrumental items on piano and violin. The importance of such
events for developing children’s confidence was clear for all to see. A big thank you to all the staff involved and to parents for all your
support.

Chorister
Well done to Emilia-Jane Noble (Form 5) who sang in the Junior Choir at St Mary’s
Church, Saffron Walden for a special Ascension Day service on Thursday evening. Emilia-
Jane attends choir rehearsals on Friday evenings after school.



This week in the Prep

In Nursery we have been getting ready for our Jubilee celebrations this week . We linked our crown making to our learning of shapes.
We used lots of different shiny shaped jewels to put on our crown. Some children made shape patterns on their crowns. We all practised
the royal wave whilst wearing our crowns. 

Year 5 have been studying the works of American artist
Kimmy Cantrel and exploring clay to make their own
abstract faces. 

Kimmy Cantrel

Jubilee preparations



In preparation for the Queen’s Jubilee, Form 2 learnt all about the Queen’s favourite dog, the corgi. We found out that the Queen has
two corgis, and we think they are very cute! We painted our own corgis, and we think the Queen would like them! 

Corgi paintings 

Following their successful visit to the Prep to teach a Form 5 Spanish lesson last term, Lara and James (College Young Language
Leaders) returned last week to teach a lesson they had prepared about animals to Form 4. The Grammar (Year 9) students are
learning Spanish and French and also attend the Junior Language Leaders Club, a College after-school activity. (The Junior Language
Leaders programme is part of a national ‘Routes into Languages’ initiative aimed at promoting the take-up of languages.) 

Thank you to Mrs Hill (Head of Languages in the College) and to Mr Soler (Prep Spanish teacher) who were present to support the
young teachers.

Form 4 Spanish Lessons with College Young Language
Leaders



We have had very ‘joyful Jubilee’ celebrations to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum today. We made a whole school piece of art to
celebrate this special occasion. Each child put their fingerprints on the two Queen’s heads in blue, red, white and purple paint. Which is
displayed at the front of the school. We started off our celebrations this morning with a whole School assembly where we had a quiz
about the queen and the royal family. We also sang and Makaton signed a song for the Queen, it was very catchy. Each child has iced
and decorated a crown biscuit to take home. 

In the afternoon the sun came out as we picnicked around the castle and enjoyed jelly and ice cream and cupcakes. We ended our
afternoon celebrations with another whole school assembly at the Amphitheatre where we all sang the National Anthem. 

A very big thank you to all who helped make this very special day in school go smoothly, celebrating a unique moment in our history for
our Queen. Thank you also to all the children who entered the ’Sandwich for a Queen’ competition. There were some delicious
sounding sandwiches and some unusual ones too!

Seven prizes were awarded over all: 
The overall winner was Alex McGrath who won a £10 voucher 
Other winners were Rupert Neale, Tayo Alawiye, Alex Bates, Ebele 
Alexander Petch, Izzy Bacon-Sucre and Finn Carpenter. 

Jubilee Celebrations 



Photographer of the Week
’Nature’ by Laylah Hughes

Pony Club Star

Well done to Maisie  for  achieving 3rd place at  the 'Pony Club Search 4 A
Star' competition. Maisie was also awarded extra points for best rider and
best groomed pony. 


