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Head's Commendations 

Mr Cartwright's quiz
Q: How many seconds are there in a day?
A: In the next newsletter

Last week's answer
Q: Which planet spins the fastest?
A: Jupiter, rotating on average once in just under 10 hours.
This means Jupiter has the shortest days of all the planets. 

Quote of the week

Jesus the light of the worldDear Parents and Guardians,
 
Feeling slightly distracted with news of rising costs and national economic forecasts this
week, I have been pleasantly overwhelmed in hearing of the various achievements and
endeavours of our children in the numerous aspects of both school and co-curricular
life. I therefore begin by complimenting members of the U11 Girls Football Team for
earning a place in the South East Regional finals having successfully come through
North Herts District competition and winning the ESFA Primary 7 a side competition.
Perseverance, enthusiasm and great teamwork will all have contributed to the win and
my thanks to staff and parents involved in coaching, encouraging and supporting the
girls.
 
Our Form Four Chaplaincy group played a key role in our assembly this week and
members of the Form Five Chaplaincy Team are busy planning a (how about this rhyme
– I can do it anytime) low-scale cake sale for children in their year to raise money to
support those affected by homelessness following prayers and assemblies earlier in the
term. Form Six Chaplaincy have assisted me in considering how we might refurbish our
Chapel as we begin to be reminded of the Prep School’s 150th anniversary in 2024
(wow!) and I continue to be struck by your children’s can-do, will-do attitude, their care
for their school and near boundless enthusiasm.
 
Next week sees the confluence of three events: Anti-Bullying Week, Internet Safety Day
and also Children’s Mental Health Week. To round off the week there will be a rock star
dressing up day – don’t pay, it’s just for fun – as the teacher vs student competition
comes to a conclusion (three of our children have knocked me back to fourth on the
‘speed’ leaderboard now - grrr) and we start the week by wearing odd socks. Not a lot
to remember then…but lots of fun regardless.
 
A final emphatic and respectful plea. Having set an ambitious target of a 90% response
rate to our parent questionnaire, we have reached the dizzying heights of 18.31%
parental responses so far. Please do complete this in order that the school can
understand what it is doing well, along with getting a steer on what it might do further
to support our children and our families to our shared advantage. The link here then, for
your ease of use: https://forms.office.com/r/gi69pYCdnb

One form per pupil - Please also go through your child's grade card. 
 
Wishing you a good weekend ahead,
 
Mr S Cartwright
Headmaster, St Edmund’s Prep

“To get answers, ask questions; but to get good answers,
ask good questions.”
― Israelmore Ayivor, 101 Keys To Everyday Passion

Bluebelle Guinchard - Writing
Bella Ewing - Maths
Oliver Hollingsworth – Gee - English
Elena Simmons - Swimming
Sam Belsey - RE
Noah Brown - Science
Ruby Clutterbuck - Science
Ethan Mfune - Maths
Connie Plant - Maths
Scarlett Rudman - English
Sienna Grange - Mathematics
Monty Bonnett-Powell - English homework
Emily Welberry - Maths
Phoebe Wild - Excellent creative writing
Chloe Rutherford – Maths
Liam Scott - Outstanding science presentation
Alfie Woodhouse - Excellent effort and participation in class



Upcoming Dates February
Friday 4th 
Monday 7th
Wednesday 9th

Thursday 10th

Friday 11th

3.30pm Grade cards live on the parent portal
Odd Socks Day - Children to wear odd socks to school 
3pm-4pm U10 Rugby v Lockers Park - Home 
2pm-5.30pm U11 Rugby v Lockers Park - Away Match at 3pm
1pm-5.30pm U10 Netball Queenswood Tournament - Away 2pm start
3.45pm-4.45pm U9 Hockey v Duncombe - Home
Times Table Rock Stars - Dressing up day
Half-term begins

 

Form 5 Spanish Lessons 
Yesterday morning we were delighted to welcome two
new young Spanish teachers to the Prep. Lara (a former
Prep pupil) and James, both in Grammar (Year 9) at the
College, confidently led lessons with both Form 5
classes on food and drink – always a popular topic!
Both students are learning Spanish and French and also
attend the Junior Language Leaders Club, a College
after-school activity. (The Junior Language Leaders
programme is part of a national ‘Routes into
Languages’ initiative aimed at promoting the take-up of
languages.) 

Thank you to Mrs Hill (Head of Languages in the
College) and to Mr Soler, our Spanish teacher, who
were on hand to support throughout. Well done to
Form 5 for being such enthusiastic classes and to the
young teachers, who greatly enjoyed the experience. 

This week in the Prep 



Over the last few weeks, 4 Griffin have spent some time thinking about Teamwork, Leadership and Communication skills. We have
used the ARBOJO program and equipment to try to work together as a team to complete various challenges including the marble
run and the blindfolds as seen in these pictures. 

Working together

The Dragon Machine
Form 2 have loved reading the book, ‘The Dragon Machine’ by Helen Ward. After finding lots of dragons around the school, hiding
behind drains, under chairs and in bookcases, we designed our own dragon machine to transport these tremendously mischievous
creatures back to their home. We then wrote our own version of ‘The Dragon Machine.’ We had some dragon hypnotisers, dragon
tidy-uppers and a dragon hoover! We remembered to include lots of great adjectives to make it more interesting, and the most
exciting part was illustrating our books! 



Form 4 had a fabulous day last Monday, exploring the fully excavated Anglo-Saxon Village in West Stow, Suffolk. It was fun to
walk back in time and imagine how people may have lived about 1,400 years ago in this isolated area. We explored the inside of
reconstructed Anglo-Saxon houses, and smelt and felt the solid wood inside. As we walked around this village brought back to life,
we reflected on what it could teach us about the society, its beliefs and everyday lives. We were lucky to meet with passionate
people who introduced us to many tools and techniques used for objects and large-scale woodworking, but also bone and
metalworking.  We were taught about early agriculture and the plants grown to die the flax used for clothes and covers. 
After lunch we explored the Anglo-Saxon Museum. Every aspect of life was covered, from fashion to farming, crafts to cremation,
art, music, pottery and language. At the end of our visit, we were given mystery objects to ponder on in groups and report to our
whole form. A toilet kit and a cow jaw were particular favourites!  We were pleased it stayed dry for us to fully enjoy most of the
day outside. 

Anglo-Saxon Village 



Photographer of the Week

On Saturday 29th January, the U11 Girls' Football team competed in the ESFA Primary 7 a-side Football competition. They had qualified
for this competition by winning the North Herts district competition earlier in the year. Despite narrowly losing their first game against
William Ransom Primary School from Hitchin by 1 goal to nil, the team claimed a draw against Habs School to earn a spot in the final
against their first opponents. This time there was to be no repeat of the earlier defeat as the girls battled their way to a memorable 2-1
victory, thanks to two goals from Chloe and some inspired goalkeeping from Kiki. They will now go forward to represent Hertfordshire
at the South East region finals later in the year.

Footballing Success for Prep Girls

Zoom Burst Photography by Florence Bell

A zoom burst or zoom blur, is a fantastic photographic effect which
is simple, fun and easy to achieve. It involves zooming in or out
while you take a photo, causing the shot to blur from the centre
outwards, as if the scene is “bursting” towards you.



Instrumental and singing lessons 
A polite request from Visiting Music Teachers that children remember to take home their instruments in order to practise between lessons.
Regular shorter practice sessions, preferably as part of an established daily routine, are more beneficial for making progress than occasional
longer sessions.

Attendance and rescheduling of music lessons
We are fortunate to have Mrs King as the College Music School Administrator, who also provides support for music at the Prep
School.  Mrs King are I are always keen to help with rescheduling lessons, but need adequate notice. If you know in advance that your
child is going to be absent from school on the day of a music lesson (e.g. for a medical appointment), please could you let me know
(fmclauchlan@stedmundscollege.org), copying in Mrs Wright in the Prep Office, and we will make every effort to reschedule.

Dates for your diary
Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th March: Prep Concerts (Forms 3-6)
Monday 14th March: LAMDA exams

If your child is having instrumental tuition outside school and you would like them to take part in one of the Prep Concerts, please contact
Miss McLauchlan. Thank you to all parents who have already been in contact.

Performing Arts 

Chef of the week
The children made some very yummy chocolate cookies in last week's cookery club. Our Chefs of the week were.....

Ruby and Izzy - they both helped with washing up, they kept their prep area tidy and most of all, their chocolate fork biscuits were the best
batch from the two groups.

Liam - for listening carefully and following instructions. He was also super helpful and very tidy in the kitchen. 

Well done, Chefs! 


