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HEAD’S MESSAGE 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians 
 
Where last week I was thankful for the rain, this week I feel 
a little differently.  Chin up though, a way to go yet! 
 
Our thoughts are with those who have received positive test 
results and especially those who are directly affected by  
Covid-19. Both the staff and I have been touched by your 
messages of support. They really do mean a great deal. 
Thank you. 
 

Our first bubble closes temporarily and I must say that the 
NHS and PHE team have been available and attentive. One 
practical question which has arisen has been, how do we get 
all of our children to school if one is isolating and the others 
are not?  The advice given was simply that we should follow 

as closely as we can the isolation advice over the first few 
days, being vigilant for possibly emerging symptoms.  The 
clinician stated that if there is no other way than to put all of 
the children in the car, then this is probably fine but to try to 
separate as far as possible, possibly by using the front seat 
(where legal) and ensuring good ventilation, using windows 
not air conditioning.  She also said that given the age range, 
PPE and masks would not be necessary.  It might also  
reassure you to know that the NHS/PHE team were  
reassured by the measures in place in the Prep School and 
they felt that we were acting appropriately in line with  
guidance and, crucially, safely. 
 

With this last point in mind I now ask that whilst we  

understand that the wearing of masks outdoors is not  

mandatory, we would very much appreciate parents wearing 

masks or a visor/face covering when dropping off and  

picking up children. Could we also ask that parents leave the 

site as soon as possible. Although we are largely very good, 

there is a little creep and though it pains me to say it, I ask 

that parents and grandparents now make a more expedient 

exit from the site.  Airport-style placards for you may well be 

the next thing to come in order that I recognize you – let’s test 

me first! 

 

Another FAQ was regarding the situation where a particular 

Form group has been asked to isolate at home and what to do 

with siblings.  I would like to reassure you that the siblings 

are free to come to school, unless the isolating child goes on 

to display symptoms.  In simple terms, the advice is to isolate 

close contacts and not the close contacts of the close  

Contacts! 

 

I am sure that you can appreciate we must take every  

precaution to prevent the spread of this virus and keep our 

school open for all children.  We are all doing our best and so 

I sign off with a now commonly known phrase: 

 

‘Hands, face, space.’ 

 
With every best wish to you and your families. 
 
Yours, 
 
Mr S Cartwright 
Headmaster, St Edmund’s Prep 
 
 
 

Religious Theme of the Week:  
 
The Hungry (Month of Mary) 

QUOTE    

 
“I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone 
across the waters to create many ripples.”  
 
Mother Teresa 

MR CARTWRIGHT’S QUIZ CORNER 
 

Q:How many books has the popular children’s author Roald 
Dahl written? 
A: In next week’s newsletter. 
 
LAST WEEK’S ANSWER 

 
Q: On what scale is the speed of wind measured? 
A: The Beaufort Scale. 

HEAD’S COMMENDATIONS 
 

Dexter Wright - Maths 

Nicole Hampson - Horse Riding  
Edith Heppell – Positive attitude 
Ellie McGee – Reading 
Toby McGrath - Maths 
Isabelle Bacon-Sugrue - English 
Florence Bell – R.E 
Jack Button – R.E 
Alexander Petch – R.E 
Oscar Humphrey – Science 
Thomas Smits – Science 

India-Valentina Insalaco - English 
Isabelle Olowookere - English  
Clara Dickinson - Maths 
Amelia Rumalean - English  
Esmèe Bishop - English  
Suzie Rowlands  - English 
Toby Upton  - English 

E-SAFETY CORNER 
 

Childnet offers a toolkit (https://www.childnet.com/parents

-and-carers/parent-and-carer-toolkit) to support parents 

and carers of children of any age to start discussions about 

their online life, to set boundaries around online behavior 

and technology use, and to find out where to get more help 

and support. 

https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/parent-and-carer-toolkit
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/parent-and-carer-toolkit
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PERFORMING ARTS 

 
 
As Black History Month begins, a link to a BBC programme ‘Black Classical Music: The Forgotten History’, which reveals 
the untold stories of black classical composers and musicians from Tudor times to the present day.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000n18w   
  
‘Imagine … This House is Full of Music’ is an inspiring programme about the remarkably talented seven Kanneh-Mason 
siblings. The best known, cellist Sheku, was the first black musician to win ‘Young Musician of the Year’ in 2016 and  
performed at the wedding of the Duke and Duchess of Sussex.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000kycj   
  
Finally, a link to an exciting performance by the Chineke Children’s Orchestra at the semi-finals of ‘Britain’s Got Talent’. 

The Chineke! Foundation was created in 2015, with the motto: Championing Change and Celebrating Diversity in Classical 
Music’.   

https://www.chineke.org/   

 

ECO AMBASSADORS 
 

Congratulations to the children who have 
been nominated by their peers to be the 
Eco Ambassadors for this year. 
 
Hare Class – Ellie McGee 
Kites Class – Benedict Penfold 
Heenan – Ella Rudman 
Godfrey – Eme Udom 
Griffin – Monty Bonnett-Powell 
Hinsley – Francesca Barr 
Bourne – Batisse Mendy 

Vaughan – Toby Upton 
Manning - Amelia Rumalean 

WELL DONE 

 
Well done to Nicole Hampson on receiving a number of rosettes and a tro-
phy from her recent competition. And, of course, well done to Rupert, her 
horse! 

SCHOOL SNACKS 
 

We have noticed an increase in unhealthy 
snacks being brought into school for break 
times. Items such as crisps, chocolate,  
chewing gum, fizzy drinks or sugary drinks 

are not allowed into school. 
 
 
All children are provided with fresh fruit at 
break times. Any additional snack brought 
in by children must be healthy and not  
include any nuts. Suggested items to be 

brought in could be a low sugar cereal bar, 
dried fruit or rice cakes.  
 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000n18w
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000kycj
https://www.chineke.org/
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FORM 2  

 
As we have approached the month of Mary, Form 2 have been thinking about all the things we need to thank God for. We 
discussed people we are thankful for, our mums, our dads, our brothers and sisters, and all the things we are thankful for, 
the sun, the trees, a warm bed at night. We wrote our own prayers thanking God and put our ideas together to make a 
class prayer. 
 

Dear God, 
 

Thank you for the sun that wakes us up in the morning and the stars that send us to sleep.  
Thank you for the family that care for us and make sure we are safe.  

Thank you for our friends who make school fun and our teachers who teach us new things.  
Thank you for the world. 

Amen.   
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FORM 6  

 
Form 6 have been learning about Carl Linnaeus in science and his system of classification. The children had to sort a 
selection of sweets using a dichotomous key. This proved a very effective way of learning this skill and was lots of fun. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The children prepared some fantastic speeches for our hustings last week. They used a secret ballot to vote for their Chair, 
Vice, Secretary and class reps. Congratulations to James Devonald-Smith (Chair), Henry Rudman (Vice Chair),  
Noah Mansfield-Osborne (Secretary), Oliver Wild (Class Rep 6 Wiseman) and Charlotte Ward Class Rep Manning). 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  


