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HEAD’S MESSAGE 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Gathered within a secret base, 20m  
beneath the French city of Arras, over 
20,000 soldiers from all over the world 
emerged from underground tunnels onto a 
snow covered battlefield just a few meters 
from enemy positions, early in the morning 
of April 9th 1917. 
 
The men had spent eight complete days before the attack, immersed in near 

complete darkness, not allowed to light a fire of any kind for fear their position 
would be spotted from the ground and not allowed to set foot in fresh air or to 
see daylight. 
 

On the morning of the attack, each soldier, carrying 30kg of equipment, was 
ordered to climb the slippery, narrow and wet limestone steps at speed, and fly 
onto the battlefield to pressurise and ultimately press back, German lines.  
 
Fast-forward to 2019 and our Form Six children, themselves now in the same 
tunnels, were told the story of the attack and the preparation for it.  Standing 
at the foot of stairwell 10B, from which 1,500 of the British troops sprang, 
they listened to the recorded sounds of gunfire and exploding artillery and 
considered what each man must have gone through in facing up to the chal-
lenge that this offensive presented. 
 
In society today, we speak more and more about the importance of resilience.  
Over the last week, Form Six, along with the accompanying staff, have learnt 

and considered how important resilience is, and what great sacrifice was once 

made. 
 
We will remember them. 
 
With best wishes for the weekend ahead, 
Mr S Cartwright 
Head of St Edmund's Prep 

Religious Theme of the Week:  Thanksgiving for the Harvest 
Pastoral Theme of the Week:    Getting On and Falling Out  

Quote “I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the 

starless midnight of racism and war that the bright daybreak of peace and 
brotherhood can never become a reality... I believe that unarmed truth and 
unconditional love will have the final word.” Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Mr Cartwright’s Quiz Corner 

Q: How many teams in the Rugby World 
Cup? 
A: In next week’s newsletter. 
 
The question for last week: 

Q: Straight, eight-ball and bank are types 
of which game?  
A: Pool. 

FUTURE DATES - OCTOBER 2019 

 
Wednesday 2nd: 15:45 - 16:45 U11 Football v Duncombe (H) 
Wednesday 2nd: 15:45 - 16:45 U11 Netball v Duncombe (H) 
Thursday 3rd: 15:00 - 16:00 U9 Football v Manor Lodge (H) 
Thursday 3rd: 15:00 - 18:15 U11 Girls Football v St Aubyn’s (A) (match 16:00)                        
Tuesday 15th - Thursday 17th Performing Arts Week 

   HOUSE CAPTAINS 2019  
                                     

 
 

Heads Commendations: 
 

Helen Ritson - Kindness 
Huxley Trist - Maths 
Toby McGrath - English Homework 
Sullivan Crouch - English 

Finn Carpenter - Science 
Ciara Prenderville - English 
Phoebe Bearpark - Science Homework 
Sienna Goodfellow - Science Homework 
Rebecca Sambridge - Maths Homework 
Harry Masters - Maths  
James Devonald Smith - Maths 

Erin Maher - Science Homework 

Campion Southworth Mayne 

Charlotte Sambridge 
and Vice Captain  
Edmund Chick   

Fred Sayer 
and Vice Captain 
Amelia James  

Megan Crook  
and Vice Captain  
Taylor Rawlings  

Ronnie Seagroatt and 
Amber Smits  

SPORTS CAPTAINS 2019  
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HARVEST FESTIVAL DONATIONS 
 

We are thrilled by the number of donations we have received for the 
Harvest Festival which will all be taken to the food bank in Harlow. The 
deadline for donations is next Friday 4th October. Please continue to 
drop off any items to the school office or the Swans Nest. Many Thanks 
for all of your ongoing support for this cause. 

PERFORMING ARTS 

 
Inter-House Performing Arts Week (Dance, Drama & Music) for Forms 1 to 6 
Tuesday 15th-Thursday 17th October 

These three friendly competitions between the Houses provide an opportunity for children to enjoy performing in front of fel-
low entrants and an encouraging adjudicator, and also to gain House points.  
The events are open to all children in Forms 1 to 6 who wish to participate.  
Entries are judged in the following categories: Forms 1-2, Forms 3-4 and Forms 5-6.  
Dance 

Forms 1-6 are invited to perform a dance, solo, in a duo, or in a trio or group.  
Dances should last no longer than 3 minutes. 
Drama 

Forms 1-2 are invited to perform a short mime (no speech, just actions to tell the story), solo or in a group (maximum 5 chil-

dren), based on one of the following titles:  
*The surprise parcel 
*In the art lesson 
Mimes should last no longer than 1 minute. 
Forms 3-6 are invited to perform an improvisation (using speech), solo or in a group (maximum 5 children), based on one of 
the following titles:  
*In a museum 
*At a concert 
*On a crowded train  
Improvisations should last no longer than 3 minutes. 
Music 

Forms 1-6 are invited to perform a piece on the piano and/or on another instrument(s) (including voice), solo or in a group. 
Pieces should last no longer than 2 minutes. 
  
Please encourage your child to consider entering the Dance, Drama or Music events (or two or even three events), either indi-
vidually or with a small group of children, preferably from the same House. 
Entry forms are available next week from Miss McLauchlan or from the Swan’s Nest at pick-up and drop-off times. 

PHOTOGRAPHY ACTIVITY 

 
Georgie, Form 5, captured this incredible picture 
of an insect at our Photography Activity last week.  

OFFICE PROCEDURE SIGN IN/SIGN OUT 
 

When a child is arriving late or leaving early please could you now use 
the InVentry system in reception to record this. If in doubt please speak 
to the school office.  

E-SAFETY CORNER 

 
Jessie & Friends: online safety education for 4
-7s (ThinkUKnow) 

Jessie & Friends is a series of three animations 
from online safety specialists at the National 
Crime Agency’s CEOP Command.  
The videos follow the adventures of Jessie, Tia 
and Mo as they begin to navigate the online 
world, watching videos, sharing pictures and 
playing games. A storybook accompanies each 
episode, to help adults keep the conversation 
going with children.  
Please follow the link to the animations: https://
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/jessie-and-
friends 

VICTORY FOR THE VOLUNTEERS! 
 
Liam, pictured here, started participating in the increasingly popular 
5km parkruns when he was 4years old and knocked 2mins and 40secs 
off his 5km PB over the summer holidays.  In total he has already  
completed 38 park runs and 42 park run juniors. 
 
Parkrun relies on volunteers in order to run their weekly runs and Liam 
was proud to receive a t-shirt to congratulate him for having been a vol-
unteer for 25 runs. He has worked 
hard to support tail running (where 
you make sure all the runners come 
in safely); helping at the new  

runners briefing and the most 
 important job of all, sorting all the 
tokens after the run ready to be 
handed out for the next week’s run.  
Keep it up, Liam! 
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