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Head’s Message 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
Sometimes the universe conspires for you.   
On Monday afternoon, I found myself in the city of 
Arras, Hauts-de-France, surrounded by 39 Form 6 
children and the accompanying staff.  We had 
stopped for a short break outside the Wellington 
Quarry and, from nowhere, a man came running up to me carry-
ing an English oak sapling around eight feet high.  “Excuse 
me,”he said in a Canadian accent, “I don’t mean to bother you 
but I wondered if you would like to learn the story of this tree.” 
Intrigued, I encouraged him to explain more.   

About 10 minutes later, the children and I were gathered on a 
small green, near the entrance to the Quarry, saying a prayer to 
commemorate all those who fell in the Great War. As we 
watched, labourers dug a hole and the Mayor of the Arras, to-
gether with the Canadian man planted the tree. 

100 years before, the man’s great uncle, John Fermen Ashe, also from New Brunswick, Canada, fell on the first day of the 
Battle of Vimy Ridge.  He was shot, badly wounded and despite being taken to a Battle Dressing Station, died of his wounds.  
His friend, whose name I did not learn, looked around the battle field when the firing had finished.  Nothing was standing.  
Not a plant, not a tree.  The ground was honeycombed with shell and mine holes.  On the ground though, the man saw some 
acorns.  He picked them up and posted them to John’s family in Canada along with a letter of condolence. 
Far away in New Brunswick, still considered a colony of the British Empire at the time, the acorns were planted and trees 
grown, on, what was then renamed Vimy Farm.  The acorns that in turn fell from these trees, were cultivated, re-patriated to 
France and by pure coincidence, the Canadian man, Jim Landry, had obtained permission to plant a mature sapling at the 
exact place and time where we found ourselves that sunny afternoon.   
Our children sat on the grass around him as he told us his story.  Form 6 considered the 11,285 Canadian men who fell as a 
result of the battle which began at five thirty in the morning on 9th April 1917.  The children were respectful, they listened 
attentively and they learned. 
 
Mr S Cartwright,  
Head of St Edmund's Prep 

Religious Theme of the Week:   Mary - The Rosary 
Pastoral Theme of the Week:    Telling the Truth 

Head’s Commendations:  

Marissa Salinas 3H - Double Award Maths and English 
Isabella Penfold 3H - History 
Florence Cooper 3H - History 
Tobias Upton 3H - RE 
Amber Blake 4C - RE 
Sienna Goodfellow 4C - English 
Erin Maher 4W - Maths 

Quote: “They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: Age shall 

not weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun 

and in the morning, We will remember them.” Laurence Binyon 

PERFORMING ARTS 

Instrumental and singing tuition     
There are around 115 weekly individual or group 
music lessons with peripatetic teachers taking 
place at the Prep this term for children aged from 
Reception up to Form 6. The most popular instru-
ments are piano (45 pupils) and voice 33 (pupils). 
Taking into account also the group of children in 
Form 5 having a term’s taster lessons on the clari-
net and the whole of Form 2, who are having a 
term’s group tuition on violin, cello or recorder, the 
number of Prep children learning an instrument at 
school is currently over 140. 

Please do let us know if your child having lessons 
outside school would ever like to perform at school 
(e.g. in a Prep Concert or Pre-Prep Performance, or 
in a Friday Celebration Assembly).  
 

If you have any queries about instrumental and 
singing tuition, please speak to Miss McLauchlan.  

Important Future Charity Dates 

 
Friday 19th October  
Bake Off 
 
Friday 9th November  
Wear something orange day 
 
Thursday 13th December  
Santa Run 
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'World Space Week' has won universal 
praise from Year 5 as they were rocketed 
into a range of activities that covered the 
entire curriculum, from studying the 
Planet Suite in Music to learning 
facts about Buzz Aldrin and writing 
news reports on the Apollo 11 mission. 
The year group enjoyed the topic taking 
over their range of subjects - in history, 
the children learnt the space travel time-
line; in geography, they discovered how 
to identify global launch sites; the children did some descriptive 
writing in English and studied the Earth from space pictures in 

art. Even mathematics received an outer world twist as the chil-
dren became budding NASA scientists challenged with calculat-
ing space travel journeys on limited fuel. Finally, the children 
were treated to a rocket workshop, where they learnt about Space 
X and the possibility of life on Mars. 
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Sport  

 
U11 Football- ISFA Regional Qualifiers @ Chigwell School, 
28th September 2018 

U11A-W3 D2 L1   
  
The U11A Football team started off with a 0-0 draw against local 
rivals, Duncombe.  Their next match was a thrilling 3-0 victory 
against group favourites Chigwell with a superb display of at-
tacking football.  Next came another impressive result, a 1-0 win 
against Felsted thanks to a late winner from our boys.  A 0-0 
draw against Gate House followed, before a 3-2 victory against 
Woodford Green Prep ensured top position in the group and a 

place in the semi-finals.  The U11A team were hitting top gear at 
just the right time, playing some outstanding football and win-
ning matches comfortably.  Having only conceded two goals in 
the group stages, they were also looking strong and well organ-
ised in defence.  The four teams that qualified for the semi-finals 
from the group stages were all impressive and so an exciting 

showdown was anticipated.  Our semi-final was against Heath 
Mount, who had a very strong team and had recorded some very 
impressive results of their own in the group stages.  We went 
behind very early in the game and spent the rest of the game 
attacking and trying to score an equaliser.  Unfortunately for us, 
that goal didn’t come and so we went out with our heads held 
high.  Two games away from a place at the ISFA National Finals 
was disappointing but impressive in equal measure, especially 
as our team proved to be so strong.  
 
U11 Girls’ Football- Bishops Stortford District Qualifiers @ 
Howe Green, 2nd October 2018 

U11A-W2 D0 L0    
 
The U11A Girls’ Football team qualified as the Bishops Stortford 
District Representatives by winning both of their matches at the 
qualifying stage.  They won their first match 1-0 against the 
hosts Howe Green and then won their second game 2-0 versus 
Manor Fields.  The team looked very good in attack and did not 
concede a goal in either match.   
 

Children in Need 

Pictured here are James, Clara, Georgie and Jack, who on Sun-
day 7th October, walked from the gates of St Edmund's to the 
gates of Hanbury Manor (5.5 K) in aid of Children in Need. Also 
pictured are Isabella and Erin who ran a 5K Race for Life for 
Cancer Research. 

 
 



Artist of the Week  

Week Ahead 
Thursday 18th October  

14:15-17:45 U9 Football v Duncombe (A) (match 15:00)  
14:15-17:45 U9 Netball v Duncombe (A) (match 15:15) 
Friday 19th October   

Charity Event – Cake Bake Off 
15:30-16:45 U11 Football v St Aubyn’s (H)  
15:30-16:45 U11 Netball v St Aubyn’s (H)  
Saturday 20th October 

09:00-12:00 U10 A&B St Edmund’s Prep Football Tournament  

Mr Cartwright's Quiz Corner 

 
The question for last week: 

Q. Who is the current president of 
the European Commission? 
A.  Jean-Claude Juncker 
 
The question for this week: 

Q.  What do the two pillars of the 
Vimy Memorial represent? 
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Nursery and Reception children have been tasting a French 

treat this week, Crème Caramel! This fitted particularly well 

with the theme on ‘The Senses’ studied at the moment. Most 

children relished the sweet pudding. The ingredients and recipe 

were discussed and the children repeated many French words, 

before joining in with the Little Train song on Babelzone 

(singing crème caramel!).  

Match teas  

We would like to politely remind 
parents that match teas are served 
after fixtures for the children who 
have played in the games.  We allow 
the visiting team to go first where 
possible and then our team follow 
after.   
Siblings are welcome to have match 
teas too, but must wait until all of 
the players have passed through first of all.  Whilst there 
is usually enough for players and siblings, we only cater 
for those that have played in the match and so cannot 

guarantee that there will always be enough food for every-
body.  The catering staff have been informed of this proce-
dure, so please help to support them in allowing the play-
ers to pass through and receive their match teas first.   
Please also be aware, that when matches have staggered 
finish times, the catering staff will wait until all players 
have received their match teas before allowing siblings to 
get theirs. 
Match teas are an important part of the fixture and play-
ers are expected to attend as we host our opposition in the 
refectory.  Players must wear shoes or trainers and full 
tracksuit to match teas and not football boots or 
socks.  Those who wish to leave early or request a leave of 
absence from match teas should always seek permission 
from the teacher in charge of their match.    

Mr G Goodfellow, Prep Director of Sport 

Friends SECOND-HAND UNIFORM 

Top up on second-hand winter uniform on Thursday 18th 
October. The stock room will be open from 08:45 to 
09:30 so, head to the College Reception after drop off, 
grab a coffee in the College Library - and go shopping! 
Plenty of fleeces, navy tunics, navy skirts, a good stock of  
v-neck jumpers and blazers, and a few winter coats. Lots 
of red uniform and duffle coats.  
If you can’t make it, email the second-hand uniform email 
address before Thursday with your requests and we will do 
our best to find what you need: secondhanduni-
form@stedmundscollege.org 
Bring cash or a cheque book with you and GET READY 

FOR WINTER FOR LESS! 

Triguna Barla 4A 

Polite Notice 
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