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Head’s Message 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
There has been much to celebrate this past term 
and the children have worked very hard indeed. We 
are, quite rightly, proud of them. The Service of Car-
ols and Readings on Monday – wonderful.  The Na-
tivity last week – sensational! 
 
As we close out the term at this time of year, we 
begin to orientate ourselves to the reunion of friends 
and family that lie ahead.  The meals, the parties 
and gifts that we will share and enjoy, are all born of one 

thing: love.  Love is the thing that unites our community this Christmas, 
the thing that unites us all.  As God gave us his only Son, and demon-
strated such love for us, we in turn show love to others: our children, 
our families, our friends and even those we do not know so well.  Love is 

the real meaning of Christmas. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of the College and Prep School. On 
behalf of the staff of the Prep School, may I convey our gratitude for the 
generous cards, thoughts, prayers and gifts, and also wish you a very 
happy Christmas. My own thoughts and prayers will be with you 
throughout the holiday period and I cannot wait to hear the children's 
stories of newly made Christmas memories when we return in 2019.  
 
Wishing you a happy and Holy Christmas and blessed New Year, 
 
Mr S Cartwright, Head of St Edmund's Prep 

Religious Theme of the Week:  Preparation for the coming of Christ 
Pastoral Theme of the Week:    Faith  

Head’s Commendations:  

Tishe Orebiyi 6C - History 
Sophia Jay 6C - PE and Games 
Dominic Cassera 5S - English 
Henry McAllister 5S - History  

Georgina Fein 5S -  History 
Matthew Holliday 4W -  RE 
Michelle Ogungbemi 5S - History 
Eva Olaiya 5W - English 
Sienna Malik 5S - History Double Award 
Taylor Rawlings 5W - English 
Efthimios Antoniou 3D - English Double Award 
Ronnie Seagroatt 5S - History 

Thomas Caton 5W - English 

Quote: “I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old, familiar carols play,  
And wild and sweet  
The words repeat  
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!”  
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

Nursery  

Nursery sent their letters to Santa last week.  We went to the College Office to use the 
franking machine. The children thought it was very exciting seeing their letters whizz 
through the machine and liked the snowman that was printed 
on the letter afterwards. 



    St Edmund’s Prep News  
        3rd December - 13th December 2018  Michaelmas Term  Issue 11 

 

PERFORMING ARTS 
The Nativity 

The children of Nursery, Reception, Form 1 and Form 2 de-
lighted us all with their exuberant performance of ‘The Inn-
Spectors’ last week, firstly to the rest of the school at Tuesday 
afternoon’s dress rehearsal and then again at the performance 
for parents and grandparents on Wednesday afternoon. This 
year’s play, which provided a welcome challenge in terms of 
script and songs, proved to be a highly enjoyable experience 
for children and staff alike. The topical and amusing script 
was supported by joyful songs in a variety of styles, which the 
children performed with infectious enthusiasm and awesome 
dance moves. Nursery appeared as adorable sheep and Reception as glittering 

stars, while children in Forms 1 and 2 played with gusto the various charac-
ters and narrators, including the inn inspectors of the title. Each year group, 
and also the children of Miss Christina’s Thursday lunchtime ballet club, took 
their turn on stage to shine during one of the musical numbers. Another won-

derful team effort from the staff involved. Thank you again to parents for help 
with the lovely costumes. 
 
Syntax Drama Group Performance 

The day after their impressive Nativity performance, the children and staff of 
Nursery to Form 2 were invited to performances in the Douay Hall by the Syn-
tax GCSE Drama Group. The College students had devised two Christmas-
themed plays, ‘Goldilocks’ (with three elves instead of bears) and ‘Jack and 
the Sprout-stalk’, aimed at young children. They clearly enjoyed interacting 
with the Prep children who responded boisterously in true panto style, even 
getting up on stage to dance with members of the cast. Thank you to Nicola 
Schiff, College Drama teacher, for organising this seasonal event for the Prep 
children. 
 
Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party 

Thank you to the quartet of Form 6 boys – Devon, Ellis, Jack and Oliver -  and 
to Mrs Sayer, who came into school on Sunday afternoon to join College stu-
dents and staff in leading the singing of Christmas carols and songs for the 
entertainment of the elderly guests. The Prep boys, colourfully dressed in 
Christmas jumpers and hats, also enjoyed meeting some of the visitors, espe-
cially a gentleman aged almost 101. As well as several familiar traditional car-
ols, including the College Carol ‘O come, all ye faithful’, we enjoyed singing 
‘Jingle Bells’, ‘Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer’ and ‘White Christmas’. Thank 

you to parents for bringing children in, on such a busy weekend of the year. 

Prep String Ensemble at Assembly 

The five violinists, plus their two conductors, entertained us at last week’s 
Wednesday Assembly with a selection of pieces, including ‘Whistle Down the 
Wind’ and ‘Frère Jacques’ performed as a round. The girls impressed us with 
their polished performance, playing not only in time together but also in har-
mony. Their regular rehearsals with Mr Hembrough (peripatetic violin teach-
er), on Tuesday lunchtimes throughout this term, has certainly proved fruit-
ful. Well done to Amber, Amelia, Lara, Megan and Rebecca (violin) and Char-
lotte B and Charlotte S (conductors)! 

 
Prep Guitar Group at Assembly 

The four members of the Prep Guitar Group, led by their teacher Mr Waters, 
performed some Christmassy music to the rest of the school at last Friday’s 
Celebration Assembly. Well done to Thomas P, William L-K, Zach and Zara, 
who have been practising together on Monday lunchtimes this half term. 
 
Ukulele Club 

Last Friday lunchtime saw the last meeting of the Ukulele Club for this term. 
As well as learning to finger various chords and the strumming technique, we 
have been rehearsing ‘Jingle Bells’. Thank you to Mr Coombs (peripatetic gui-
tar and ukulele teacher) for his patient teaching of the ten-strong group. 
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PERFORMING ARTS continued…. 
Service of Carols and Readings 

From the solo opening verse of ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ to the rousing fi-
nal chorus of ‘O Come, All Ye Faithful’, there was an especially warm and fes-
tive atmosphere in the College Chapel at Monday afternoon’s Carol Service. 
Around 200 family and friends joined Forms 3 to 6 and staff for the event, 
which included traditional favourites sung by the whole congregation and a 
varied selection of Christmas carols and songs performed by the children. 
Among the highlights was Form 6’s Spanish carol – impressive, considering 
that they have only been learning the language for 10 weeks. The children 
looked smart, and they sang and read with clarity and conviction. Well done 
to all! Here are a selection of photographs taken at the Service 
 
Drama Club Performance of ‘My Grandfather’s Grandfather’ 

As part of our Christmas celebrations, the children from Forms 3 to 6 in Mrs 
Fox’s Drama Club delivered their performance of David Richard Fox’s epic 
poem ‘My Grandfather’s Grandfather’. 

Queen Victoria, Napoleon, Robin Hood and Henry the Eighth are just some of 
the characters we met as we travelled back in time through one thousand 
years of English history. Goodies and baddies, dads and granddaddies, print-
ing presses, Shakespeare plays, lazy days, it’s all there (they even threw in a 
rubber chicken!).  
In true Edmundian style, the children rallied together as a team and ap-
proached this challenging poem with grit, determination and good humour. 
We think they did their grandfathers and their grandfathers’ grandfathers 
proud.  (Not forgetting their grandmothers of course). 
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PERFORMING ARTS continued Here are further photographs taken at the Service. 
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Sport 

Towards the end of the term, all 
children in Form 3 to 6 were as-
sessed in the Sportshall Athletics 
pentathlon events of 10 x 10 me-
tre run, foam javelin throw, 
standing long jump, balance test 
and speed bounce.  Your chil-
dren’s progress is tracked throughout their time in the Prep (Forms 3 to 6) so that we can moni-
tor their physical development.  They are all rewarded with certificates or badges based on their 
final score, using the Sportshall Ladder of Success.   
Parents will receive this information on a PE Grade Card at the end of the first term each year.  
Please keep these safely so that you can also track your child’s progress in these events.  These 

grade cards will present your child’s scores, 
times and distances, along with class averages 
for boys or girls.  
All children that received a bronze, silver or gold 

badge will have their names listed in the St Ed-
mund’s Prep Sportshall Athletics Hall of Fame.  
This can be found, along with the Sportshall Ath-
letics School Records, on the St Edmund’s Col-
lege and Prep website- https://
www.stedmundscollege.org/prep/prep-sports/
prep-athletic-records/  The Sportshall Athletics 
School Records can also be found on the School 
Records Board in the corridor outside the Prep 
School Hall. 
If your child receives enough points to achieve 
Level 8 or above on the Sportshall Ladder of Suc-
cess then they will receive a badge.  Please could 
badges be sewn on to the top of the left arm of 
tracksuit tops.   
If a child achieves several badges throughout 
their time in Forms 3 to 6 then these can be add-
ed below.   
This year we had several school records broken.  
Well done, to the following children:   
Zara (Form 4 Girls), Amber (Form 5 Girls) and 
Ellie (Form 6 Girls). 

Sportshall Athletics School Records 

Form Boy Girl 
3 Jack Davies (202 BRONZE) Zara Ferns (209 BRONZE) 

4 Oscar Bearpark (221 BRONZE) Zara Ferns (233 SILVER) 

5 Leonardo Rumalean (256 GOLD) Amber Smits (258 GOLD) 

6 Leonardo Rumalean (279 GOLD) Ellie Pinsent (279 GOLD) 

The Cross Stitch Club  
 

The Cross Stitch Club witnessed a true 
lesson in perseverance this year.  Bea 
Dadson started her challenging cross 
stitch design of a reindeer last Christ-
mas and has spent every cross stitch 
activity lesson since, trying to com-
plete it. Never succumbing to the 
temptation of swapping her design for 
a simpler one, Bea has shown im-
mense dedication and has finally fin-
ished it in time for this Christmas. 

Well done, Bea! 

Sports Kit Kindly note 
that from January, Forms 
1 to 6 will require shin 
pads and mouth guards 
for rugby and hockey. 

https://www.stedmundscollege.org/prep/prep-sports/prep-athletic-records/
https://www.stedmundscollege.org/prep/prep-sports/prep-athletic-records/
https://www.stedmundscollege.org/prep/prep-sports/prep-athletic-records/
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Form 4 Trip to the Verulamium Museum 
Written by William and Annabel 

On Tuesday 4th December Form 4 went to the Ver-
ulamium Museum. The Museum had lots of infor-
mation about Roman life in Britain.  There were lots 
of materials that we got to feel.  There was also lots 
of other information about when Romans were out-
side their houses.  There was a Hypocaust, which 
the Romans used as their heating system.  We had 
a brilliant time. 



The Tuesday cookery class was in the Christ-
mas spirit decorating festive chocolate logs.  

Mr Cartwright's Quiz Corner 
The question for last week: 

Q.     What does the first Sunday of Advent  
 symbolise? 
A.     Hope 
 

Crack A Joke this week:  What do you get when you cross a  
     snowman with a vampire. 
A………………………………..   Frost bite  
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Captains’ Tea Party 

The children enjoyed a wonderful afternoon tea party with Mr Cartwright, with plenty 
of conversation and delicious cakes. Thank you very much to Mayne House Captains, 
Sports Captains and Prefects for their hard work this term.  

First week of Lent Term Ahead 

 
Tuesday 8th January  
Back to School 

08:30 School starts for the Lent 
term 
 
Thursday 10th January   

11+ Art Scholarship 
08:30-10:00 Parents’ Coffee Morn-
ing (Coffee Shop) 

Blessed Christmas 
 

E-Safety:  

Thank you to all who 
have returned the 
school’s Acceptable Use 
Agreement. 
 
Be Smart on the Inter-
net 

R is for reliable. 
Children: information 
you find on the internet 

may not be true, or 
someone on–line may be 
lying about who they 
are. 

  

Artist of the Week 

Thomas Caton 

Creative Light Photography  

If you have yet to purchase your DVD, digisticks or 
photographs from the Nativity you can do so by 
clicking on the link below:  
 http://www.clpevents.co.uk 
 
Password - xmassteds2018 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.clpevents.co.uk&c=E,1,KCYpKCN4cmw2agdpxyxrtEj7JTPsfFY93EHGNoYZshDlNeL_PwEapTTWEDf2Da0FAYGz02BFgn84OorDxVrekacb_qBDknN0VD7IGO_MPeVEGQ,,&typo=1
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Friends 
We raised over £500, with Men-
ingitis Now stalls raising over 
£300. A huge thank you to eve-
ryone involved. The College Raf-
fle, which raised over £1200, 
was drawn on Tuesday night 
after the Carol Service and win-
ners have been informed. Mr 
Cartwright and The Friends will 
agree what the funds raised will 
be spent on next term.  We will 
be pleased to let you know how 
your generosity will be spent. 
Once again, a huge thank you.  

 


