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Head’s Message 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
  
For many of us, preparation will have begun in earnest 
for Christmas. Lights are going up, food and drink is be-
ing purchased and Amazon parcels are beginning to fly in 
through our doors.  Central to our preparations is making 
time for reflection. Advent is a time at the beginning of the litur-
gical year during which we should ask ourselves a few poignant 
questions: Are we truly prepared for the coming of Christ?  Do 
we take the time to think of others before ourselves?   
At this time of year, the importance and relevance of family in 

our lives comes into a sharper focus. As we undertake our prep-
arations, I propose that we all take a few minutes this weekend 
to reflect on the importance of our families in our lives and, per-
haps, to make an Advent promise. This could be to consider 

what we might do to continue to ensure that we are not only 
doing everything we can for our families, but that we are also 
making the most of the time we have with them. 
 
With best wishes for the weekend ahead, 
 
Mr S Cartwright, Head of St Edmund's Prep 

Religious Theme of the Week:  Christian Hope  
Pastoral Theme of the Week:    Forgiving Others  

Head’s Commendations:  

Eva Olaiya 5W - English and Photography Double Award 
Amelia James 5W - English 
Theodora Davis 5W - PSHE 
Clara Thornborrow 3H - PSHE 
Max Connell 3H - History 
Daisy Byrne 3H - Science 
Megan Crook 5S - English Double Award 
Edward Chick 5S - Homework  

Roberta Scott 5S - Maths Double Award 
Efthimios Antoniou 3D - Maths 
Sophie Lund 3 H - Maths 
Maisie James 3D - Maths 

Wyatt Ferns 3H - Maths 

Quote: Let’s approach Christmas with an expectant hush, rather 
than a last-minute rush. Anonymous 

PERFORMING ARTS 
 
College Wind and Brass Recital 

Form 6 pupil Catherine Cooper enjoyed performing in the College Wind and Brass 
Recital, which took place yesterday evening in the Music School Recital Room. 
Catherine played a descant recorder solo, ‘The Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy’. 
Her fellow performers were all College students.  
  
Instrumental tuition   

If you would like your child to start singing or instrumental lessons next term, 
please contact Miss McLauchlan before the end of this term. 
Thank you for the tuition request forms already received from Form 2 parents 
whose children would like to continue violin, cello or recorder lessons next term. If 

your child will not be continuing lessons, please would you kindly return their 
violin, cello or recorder to school at your convenience. Thank you. 
  
Forthcoming events 

 
Senior Citizens' Christmas Party – Sunday 9th December, 2:30-3:30pm  

Form 6 children are invited to join College students in singing a selection of tradi-
tional Christmas carols and songs.  
 
Service of Carols and Readings – Monday 10th December, 2:30-3:30pm 

There will be a selection of carols sung by Form 3 to 6 children, including a 

French and a Spanish carol, and some congregational carols. 
 
Drama Club Performance of ‘My Grandfather’s Grandfather’ 

Parents of the cast are invited to their children's performance on Wednesday 12th 
December at 3:45pm in the Prep Hall. 

Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party  
donations please 

On Sunday 9th December, 
we will be holding our annu-
al Christmas Party for the 
elderly in the area.  This is a 
splendid event with the Col-
lege usually hosting over 120 guests.  At 
the end of the party each guest receives 
a small box containing items such as 
biscuits, cakes, a bottle of alcohol or 
small presents.  As a number of our 
guests live in residential homes, we are 

not looking to supply basic foodstuffs 
but rather, luxury items.  For some of 
the elderly this may be the only gift they 
receive.  Please help to make this a par-
ty to remember by sending appropriate 
items to the Prep Office or to the Swan’s 
Nest.  These will then be sent on to Mrs 
Peirce in the College. 

Gillman and Soame Photographs 
 

If you wish to have your child’s photo-
graph as a present for Christmas, 
please order on or before next Wednes-
day 5th December.   
If you have lost your child’s details, 
please contact your 
class Tutor for the 
security password, 
which can then be 
used with Gillman 
and Soame directly.   
 
Their telephone num-
ber is 01869 328200. 



    St Edmund’s Prep News  
       26th November - 30th November 2018  Michaelmas Term  Issue 10 

 

Nursery  

 
Nursery decorated cakes this 
week as we have been learn-
ing the letter sound 'C'.  
  
We had a Nursery tea party 
and ate the cakes as well as 
some carrots and cucum-
ber.  Delicious!  A special 
guest was invited to our tea 
party whose name began with 
'C' . Thank you, Mr Cartwright 

for being our guest! 

Spelling Bee 
 

This year's Spelling Bee saw reigning champions Southworth arrive desperate to retain their crown, however they faced fierce 
competition from Mayne and Campion. The children were tested in their year groups and had the added bonus of a 'free pass', 
when faced with a particularly challenging word. The standard of spelling this year was particularly high and the children me-
thodically used their spelling pattern knowledge to have a go and break down their given words. Children from Forms 3 to 6, 
kept calm throughout, even when faced with tricky words aimed to test them such as 'rhythm', 'necessary' and 'somersault'. It 
was an extremely closely run competition, and came down to a one point difference in the end, which saw Campion House 
claim victory. Well done to all the incredible spellers who took part.   
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Art Focus Day  
 
Artists of the Week  
This week a selection of our Prep children, 
pictured here, spent Thursday in the Art 
Room working on an Art Focus Day.  

 



Friends’ of St 
Edmund’s 

Clara Thorn-
borrow had a 
birthday party 
at the weekend 
and said that, 
instead of pre-
sents, she 
would raise 
money for the 
charity, Centre 
Point. Clara 

raised £127, 
and in doing so 
made everyone 
very proud. 

This is such a 
humbling and 
inspiring act.  
Well done, 
Clara! 

Mr Cartwright's Quiz Corner 
The question for last week: 

Q.     Who was the first boxer to beat Muhammad Ali in a professional 
 bout?  
A.    Joe Frazier  

 
The question for this week: 

Q.    What does the first Sunday of Advent symbolize? 
A.     In next week's newsletter. 
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E-Safety:  

As part of our weekly mailing this week, you will 
note an important letter regarding the Prep 
School's Acceptable Use Agreement.  Please take 
some time to read this and the additional relevant 
material in your child's book bag.  Signed forms 
should be returned to your child's Form Tutor by 
the end of next week.  Over the past term, the 
School has been undertaking a review of its eSafety 
Procedure and you will be receiving further helpful 
information in the new year. 
Be SMART on the internet - A is for Accepting.  

Children: Accepting emails, IM messages, or open-

ing files, picture or texts from people 
you don't know or trust can lead to 
problems - they may contain viruses or 
nasty messages! 

Week Ahead 
Monday 3rd December  

Nativity DVD Individual/Sibling Photos 
16:30-19:30  Squad Airspace Party (Stevenage) 
Tuesday 4th December   

08:45-16:45  Form 4 Trip to St Albans Museum 
Wednesday 5th December  

14:00-15:30  EYFS and Pre Prep Nativity Perfor-
mance (Douay Hall) 
14:15-17:00  U11 Netball v Heath Mount (A) 
(match 15:00)  
14:15-17:00  U11 Football v Heath Mount (A) 
(match 15:00) 
Thursday 6th December   

14:15-17:00  U9 Hockey v Heath Mount (A)  
(match 15:00)  
Friday 7th December   

14:30-15:30  Mass (The Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception) - Parents and Guardians are welcome.  
Sunday 9th December  

15:00-17:00 Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party 

Thank you Grounds Staff 

A big thank you to the staff of the Grounds Department for re-
designing the land to the side of the playground to make our new 
Eco Area.  
Mr Wilkinson, Mr Spratt and Mr Walker have worked very hard to 
create such a fantastic space ready for the children to start plant-
ing vegetables and flowers in the new year. The Eco– Ambassa-
dors, William Longfield-King and Lily Cook,  are investigating 
which flowers will be suitable to encourage bees and support biodi-
versity.  

PSHE - teamwork 

Form 5 have been challenged with the task of making the Amazon rain-
forest out of Lego, as part of their study of ‘Journey to the River Sea'. 
The children worked together in small teams and focused on individual 
aspects such as the waterfalls, the wide range of animals and dense 
trees. All of their individual projects will be brought together to create a 
snapshot scene from the Amazon. 


